
something as he announced his experience of a place which 
sounds forth this truth: in our living and dying and all that 
comes before and after? God's beloved are held in the very heart 
of God. 
 

The Gaelic say, of course, that there are 'thin places' between 
heaven and earth. Perhaps it is so that the very young and the 
very old or the very ill among us recognize these best of all. For 

instance, it is so that you and I who walk alongside those who 
are dying have watched and listened as visions are experienced 
and conversations are held with others who have long since died 
as though they were gathering right there themselves. Those of 
us who are still so very bound to this earth cannot see or hear 
them, but we find ourselves convinced that there is something 

more in the room than what we can possibly comprehend. And 
yes, there are other times and places, too, when we sense the 
'holy' in extraordinary ways on any other given day. These are 
beautifully described here in this article in the The New York 
Times. 
 

And oh, could there have been a place more 'thin,' than that first 
Easter Day when the women made their way to the tomb to find 
it empty? Although, they could hardly believe it and no doubt 
struggled to find comprehensible words for it, mustn't they have 

known that they were standing in a 'thin place' when they were 
reminded that it was foolish to look for the living among the 
dead? Oh, it is no surprise, of course, that Peter and the other 
apostles could not take in what the women hurried back to 
share, even as we shook our heads so long ago to hear the 
youngest among us point to something so wondrous. And yet, 
one has to believe that they knew there was something more 

afoot as in Luke's account, Peter ran to the tomb himself and left 
somehow changed --- amazed at what he had seen. 
 

And so I wonder now how on this Easter Day as we gather in 

song and praise surrounded by the fragrance of spring and the 
sound of trumpets. I wonder how it is that we will experience 
these places, our places now, as 'thin.' I wonder how and where 
heaven will meet earth this year. 
 

It is all mystery, of course. The sort of mystery that words 
perhaps cannot quite capture. And yet we seek to speak them 
still. Like young Michael. Like the women at the tomb to so 
long ago, we, too, have been captured by this mystery and 
though our words may stumble, how can we not speak of it? 
And in the speaking? By God's own doing, perhaps others will 
find themselves in a 'thin place' as well. Oh yes, maybe through 
our words, heaven will be brought just a little bit closer to earth. 
Indeed, maybe in the telling, others will sense the presence of 
the Risen Christ as well.    

    ~ The Rev. Dr. Janet H. Hunt, Dancing with the Word 

Click here to read this week’s Scriptures 
 

It was such a tender time for us then --- still, even after a 
couple of years since his dying. 
 

Oh, the surprise of it had worn off some, this is true. And the 
grief was not so raw. Even so, with every joy and every 
struggle we could not help but wonder if it would have been 
different in some way if he still was. 
 

And yet, it is also so that life went on. Indeed, our grief was 
somewhat eased with the new life which came with my 
nephew, Michael, who burst into our world less than two 

months after we stood together in a frigid January cemetery 
and commended my dad into God's eternal care. And yes, we 
couldn't help ourselves as we peered into his tiny face, and 
watched as he grew into a fearless toddler --- wondering if 
somewhere in the genetic makeup passed along we might get 
some glimmer of my dad. We thought we did, of course. It 
was, quite simply, our oh so very human attempt to grasp at 

eternity in the natural ways of this world. In much the same 
way we look for Resurrection every spring as well. Or at least 
we do in these parts of the world where we know the new life 
that comes with winter letting go.  And yet, the Promise of 
Easter is different somehow. It is more difficult to grasp, it 
seems to me, and so very hard to understand. For this New 

Life, this Resurrected Life, is outside and beyond most 
anything we have ever experienced in this world now. By its 
very nature, it flies in the face of all that can be explained. 
 

And yet, on one occasion, it was young Michael himself who 
found words to speak of that which first and finally gives us 
hope. Indeed, he could not have been more than three years 
old when he sat at a table with his mother and older brother, 
Andrew. In those years, Sarah was doing all she could to keep 

the memory of our dad alive --- for Andrew, at least, who 
would have been but two on the day of his funeral. Perhaps 
Michael was feeling left out. Or maybe it truly was something 
more when he announced that he had met Grandpa, too. 
 

"You did?!?" Sarah said, wondering at what he would say 
next. And Michael went on, "Yep," he replied. "I was coming 
down when he was going up." 
 

In his childlike telling, it was as though they had crossed paths 
in some heavenly holding place in-between -- some wondrous 
place known only to God and long since forgotten by the rest 
of us for the time being. My earth bound mind pictures it as 
some sort of celestial escalator --- with a landing half way. 

And yet is difficult to say exactly what Michael spoke of then. 
Now a young man, he has no memory of that sharing and his 
certainty that day. But oh, we wonder still if he was on to 
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Acts 10:34-43 
 

Why is this backstory so important? What had Peter 
learned from his vision which prepares him to meet 
Cornelius? Now that Peter has the opportunity to tell 
Cornelius and the others whatever he wants, what does he 
highlight? What is meant by “Good news of peace?” The 
Holy Spirit had fallen on believers in Jerusalem and in 
Samaria. Now the Holy Spirit has fallen on Gentiles in 
Caesarea. What is Luke emphasizing with this? How did 
Jesus want Peter (and now us) to speak of him? Are there 
any racial, cultural or social barriers to sharing the gospel 
in your own life? Have you drawn any boundary lines that 
shouldn’t be there? How does Jesus’ love crush any and 
all barriers? Local Church 

 
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 

 
What reasons are stated in the beginning of the 118th 
Psalm for thanks to be given to the Lord? Who was 
instructed to say, “His mercy endureth forever”? What 
does the Psalmist say the Lord is to him What did the 
Psalmist say about the gates of righteousness? Who is 
being prophesied about in Psalms 118:22-23? In light of 
who was being prophesied about in verses 22-23, what 
day did the head stone of the corner become the head in 
verse 24 (i.e. the day Jesus died, the day He was born, 
etc.)? This text is the featured Psalm on both Psalm 
Sunday and Easter Sunday in most lectionaries. Given 
their place on either side of Holy Week, how do you feel 
about this Psalm as a bookend for Holy Week? Words of 
Truth, Sitting in the Gap 

____3rd Reading: I Corinthians 15:19-26   
 

Is it beneficial to have faith in Christ, if He did not rise 
from the dead? What does it make us if Christ did not rise 
from the dead? What important word can you find in 
verse 20? What does it mean “first fruits”? How was 
Adam a type of Christ? What “end” is referred to in verse 
24? Study and Obey 

 
____4th Reading: John 20:1-18  

 
Describe the range of emotions that Mary experienced 
that first Easter Sunday morning. What caused such a 
roller coaster of emotions? What is touching about Jesus’ 
dealing with Mary? What do we discover about Jesus 
from this encounter? How does this help us when we feel 
overwhelmed? What piece of evidence do you find most 
compelling for the resurrection? How would you respond 
to a friend who said, ‘surely we can’t believe that Jesus 
really rose from the dead?’ Look at Jesus’s words to Mary 
in vs 17. What do we learn about the significance of 
Jesus’ resurrection? How does this provide assurance for 
us at a time like this? Why does Jesus tell Mary not to 
hold on to him? What will it look like for us to do the 
same in a time fraught with fear and anxiety? How does 
the gospel provide real hope and security? Bessacarr 
Evangelical Church 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

When everything was dark 
and it seemed that the sun would never shine again, 
your love broke through. 
Your love was too strong, 
too wide, 
too deep 
for death to hold. 
The sparks cast by your love 
dance and spread 
and burst forth 
with resurrection light. 
Gracious God, 
we praise you for the light of new life 
made possible through Jesus. 
We praise you for the light of new life 
that shone on the first witnesses of resurrection. 
We praise you for the light of new life 
that continues to shine in our hearts today. 
We pray that the Easter light of life, hope and joy, 
will live in us each day; 
and that we will be bearers of that light 
into the lives of others. 
Amen. 

~ Michaela Youngson, Open to the World  

The new rises through the old - our sins and mistakes, 
our frail bodies, our histories, events, relationships, 
tragedies, our senses, our memories, our intellects, our 
imaginations. In the fourth century Hilary of Poitiers 
wrote "God will repair what has been shattered, but not 
by mending it with something else. Rather, out of the 
old and very same material of its origin, God will 
impart to it an appearance of beauty pleasing to 
Himself." 
 
Here is the core gift of Christianity. We participate in 
the Resurrection: we become Christ's body and like 
shafts of wheat we lose our dry husks and rise from the 
old with godlike marks. Even the forces of hell 
contends with this principle. Seeking to grasp a body it 
meets God instead. Seeking to overtake earth it 
encounters heaven. But how obvious is this? Can we 
speed up time? Can we know what happens beyond 
and behind our senses? No. But in addition to 
observing resurrection in nature, a liturgical life offers 
training in subtle awareness of the fundamental truth of 
regeneration. Sign after sign. Dawn after dawn.  

~ Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=132
https://localchurchstpete.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/No-Favorites-or-Boundaries-Acts10.1-48-Discussion-Questions-Helps-for-House-Groups.pdf
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=132
https://www.wordsoftruth.net/otstudies/psalms118questions.html
https://www.wordsoftruth.net/otstudies/psalms118questions.html
https://www.bwcob.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Sitting-in-the-Gap-Study-Guide-04.14.2019.pdf
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=132
https://studyandobey.com/inductive-bible-study/1-corinthians/1corinthians-15-1-28/
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=132
file:///C:/Users/Gretc/Downloads/discussion_questions_john_20v1-18_19th_april_.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Gretc/Downloads/discussion_questions_john_20v1-18_19th_april_.pdf
http://www.methodist.org.uk/index.cfm?fuseaction=opentoworld.content&cmid=2926
http://www.edgeofenclosure.org/resurrection2.html

