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Resurrection
The story of the resurrection of Jesus as it comes to us in
John’s gospel is one we may have heard a hundred times,
more even! Yet even to remember how the story goes can
be difficult before we begin to pick away at the layers that
lie beneath it.
This morning I want to just begin picking away at those
layers just a little bit to get us contemplating the depth of
what John is trying to get across to us in this story.
What I want us to begin to understand is how radical and
consistent this move of God is with the God’s nature as
loving. So much does God love us that God wishes to share
eternity life with us!
This ‘eternity life’ is not something that is necessarily
restricted to what happens after you and I die but is about
life lived now with God.
Now the scene that we have just retold and then heard from
John’s gospel is part of a bigger drama. John parallels his
telling of the passion with the liturgy of the Day of
Atonement, known as Yom Kippur.
This day was a day in which the Israelites experienced
through their liturgical rites God’s decision to reach out
towards them in mercy.
The stone was rolled away. In John’s gospel, unlike Mark’s,
there is no report of the Temple Curtain being torn in two
because that event is being signified here.
Jesus Tomb is the Holy of Holies and now there is no barrier
between the perceived dwelling place of God and the
creation. The enormity of this event is difficult to
fathom. Turning to James Alison, he says, "The Holy of
Holies was the place that symbolized 'before the first day' which meant, of course, before time, before creation was
brought into being." (James Alison in Stricken by God p.
169)
As Jesus emerges from the Tomb, the very dwelling place of
God, before the first day, the Tomb remains opened! The
God whom we human beings had sought to destroy through
our desire for sacrifice and fear of God, is not held back
even by death and comes to us saying “Peace be with
you!” “I have loved you with an everlasting love!” “I will

be your God and you will be my people!” This is far more
than a demand it is God’s promise and it is God’s nature,
utterly, completely, wholly – LOVE!
And in this love God determines to share his life with
ours. Jesus had promised the disciples saying “I have come
to bring you life and life in all its fullness.” The fullness of
life shared with God.
The ancient Fathers of the church knew this and the great
teacher Athanasius declared the mystery of the incarnation:
“He became human in order that we might become God
with him.”
This is why sharing the bread and wine of communion takes
on so much significance for we are sharing in a taste of the
heavenly banquet where Jesus, our High Priest, offers us to
share in his own life, symbolized in bread and wine.
Everything has changed for us in these moments: our
understanding of life and death; of conception of grace and
mercy; and our relationship of God and the creation which
flows freely around us.

John was seeking to communicate a deep and wondrous
mystery as he retold the story of Jesus resurrection. He was
theologizing it – he put God into the story so that no one
could miss the enormity of God’s desire to express love and
mercy towards we whom God had created and loved from
the beginning until the end.
The full implications of the resurrection remain as elusive
and confusing for us as they did for the first disciples. Yet
on this Easter day I wish for all you a sense of the wonder of
this moment where
God defeating death
continues to move
towards us, coming
out from the Holy of
Holies, leaving the
stone rolled away, and
inviting us to share in
God’s own life!
May you indeed have
a happy and a holy
Easter!
~ An excerpt by
PJtheoLogy, A different

Reflecting on the Word
____1st Reading: Acts 10:34-43
Do you see Christians treating those who are different
from themselves poorly? If so, how? Why do Christians
mistreat those who are different? What small issues did
Peter hold against the Gentiles before this experience?
What valuable lesson did Peter learn from this
experience? What is the criteria, in this passage, for being
acceptable to God? What does that mean to you? What
prejudice did Peter have that made this a tough pill to
swallow? How might this revelation change Peter for the
better? How might this change in one man effect the
entire church? When we think we have God’s favor, who
do we consider different enough to be left out of God’s
favor? How do we as a church begin to embrace those
who we have always seen as being left out? What will it
take for the church to face its prejudice and move past it?
Faith Element

____Psalm Reading: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
Have you ever experienced victory? What did it feel like?
How did you celebrate that victory? How is Jesus’
resurrection a victory? What does it mean to you to
“rejoice and be glad in it?” How can we live our lives in
a way that reflects this joy so that others might know
Christ too? Sermons that Work, Episcopal Digital Network

NOW FOR THE DAWNING
Now for the dawning, now for the morning,
now for the chasing of sorrow’s night,
now for the rising, now for rejoicing,
now for darkness fleeing before light,
now for beginning after the ending,
now for the rolling of stone from tomb,
now for the dancing, now for the praising,
now for breaking the grip of gloom,
now for the greening, now for the flowering,
now for the garden bursting with life,
now for the singing, now for the sharing,
now for the peace in place of strife,
now for the laughing, now the embracing,
now for the joyful freedom of heart,
now for the healing, now for the caring,
now for nourishing the weaker part,

now for forgiveness, now for redemption,
now for repairing that which was torn,
now for the mercy, now for the justice,
now for the plowshare made from the sword,
now for believing, now for the hoping,
now for our lives and creation made new,
now for the giving, now for the serving,
ever celebrating what God’s love can do.
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____3rd Reading: Colossians 3:1-4

Praying Toward Sunday
This is the day:
when tears are wiped away;
shattered hearts are mended;
fears are replaced with joy.
This is the day the Lord:
rolls away the stone of fear;
throws off death's clothes;
goes ahead of us into God's future.
This is the day the Lord has made:
death has no fear for us;
sin has lost its power over us;
God opens the tombs of our hearts
to fill us with life.
This is the day - Easter Day!
Christ is Risen! Hallelujah!
~ Thom M. Shuman, Lectionary Liturgies

If you were to set your mind on the “things above” for one
hour, how might that effect the way you watch the news or
surf the Internet? What are the “things above”? What are
some things "down here" that are distracting you? What
will a heavenly minded life look like? How did it/will it
feel to walk with Jesus through Lent and Holy Week?
How has this season helped you to be more heavenly
minded? Sermons that Work, Episcopal Digital Network
____4th Reading: John 20:1-18
Why do you think Mary Magdalene, rather than, say, Peter,
was chosen to be the witness to the resurrection? What do
you expect from life? What do you dare hope for? When
have you been caught off guard by "unbelievably" good
news and unforeseen joy, something "too good to be
true"? Were you hesitant, or eager, to share what you
experienced? What evidence did you need in order to trust
in the good news? What did you need to "see" in order to
"go tell"? Weekly Seeds

