
Click here to read this week’s Scriptures 

Easter: More than a Day 
 
On the day of the resurrection, some of the followers of Jesus 
went to the tomb. They were going to make the final 
preparations of Jesus’ body, for he had been buried with 
haste. 
 
And when they got there, they were met with the amazing 
revelation that Jesus was…no longer dead. He was dead, but 
now he wasn’t anymore. 
 
He was very much alive. And different. Mary didn’t 
recognize him. He had to speak her name so that she knew it 
was him. He wasn’t just resuscitated. This was something 
different. He was made new. 
 
But, this wasn’t just something that happened in the morning. 
He came back in the evening, and met the disciples in the 
upper room. He also met two other disciples on the road to 
Emmaus that evening. 
 
The Easter event was an all day thing. Some people think 
that the early Christians worshipped on Easter night because 
of all of the events which happened on that first Easter night. 
 
But, that wasn’t all. 
 
Because, he kept coming back. He came back to the upper 
room, he had breakfast with them on the beach, he brought 
them together when he gave them a great commission and 
ascended into heaven. 
 
The resurrection was an event that went on and on. 
 
Then, the apostles kept the resurrection business going, with 
their ministries, healing, and preaching. All of it, a witness to 
the resurrection. 
 
Each year we begin the 40 days of lent with Ash Wednesday, 
and an invitation for all of us to live a holy lent. “Dear people 
of God, the first Christians observed with great devotion…” I 
always get goosebumps when I read those words aloud each 
year. 
 
But, have we missed the boat? Why an invitation to a Holy 
Lent and not also an invitation to a Holy Easter? Why do we 
treat the 40 days  of lent with great devotion, and mistake the 
50 days of Easter for a morning’s work. 
 
How many of us will post to Facebook or Twitter on Easter 
Day something akin to: “Jesus has risen…now I’m going to 
bed.” 
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Like the collapse of the 12 days of Christmas into a morning’s 
work of unwrapping presents, we’ve shrunk the Great Fifty 
days into a few hours as well. 
 
Easter should have just as much a stirring invitation as Lent. 
We should observe with great devotion the season of 
Resurrection. We should be witnesses to the resurrection, not 
just with a large-brimmed hat and a powder blue suit on a 
Sunday morning…but with our lives. 
 
For that is the life of the baptized. We are to be living 
witnesses to the one who conquered death and lives still. We 
should be able to tell the story of his resurrection, but we 
should also be highly attuned to the stories of resurrection that 
are around us. The ways we’ve seen resurrection, experienced 
resurrection, felt resurrection. 
 
Dear People of God, on the day of resurrection, and on the 
days immediately following, the disciples saw and experienced 
the Risen Christ again and again. Jesus spoke to them, called 
them by name, offered them his peace, fed them, broke bread 
with them, and sent them out. The first Christians observed the 
celebrations of the great Fifty Days of Easter with great 
devotion, and it is when they welcomed new Christians into 
their fellowship through the waters of baptism. By their words, 
their actions, and their lives they witnessed to the New life that 
Jesus brought and still brings. By the power of the resurrection 
they moved from disciples to apostles, from sin to holiness, 
from death to life. 
 
I invite you therefore, in the name of the Church, to a holy 
season of Easter. I invite you to be nourished by God, and to 
nourish others by your witness to the resurrection. May these 
Fifty Days be a time when you are renewed, and where fed by 
the scriptures, prayer, and worship you would aspire to bring 
food to the hungry, comfort to the afflicted, hope to the 
hopeless, and faith to those who doubt. For in doing so we 
follow in the footsteps of the apostles, and in the promises we 
made in the waters of baptism. 
 
And, let us make a right beginning now, as we join in the 
ancient acclamation made by those who live in the wake of the 
empty tomb: 
 
Alleluia,  
Christ is risen! 
 
The Lord is risen 
indeed, Alleluia!  

~ Rick Morley,  
   a garden path 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=38
http://www.rickmorley.com/archives/2961


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading:  Acts 10:34-43 
 

If a family from another country moved in next door, how 
might you welcome them to the neighborhood?  What did 
Peter do? What is often the hardest part in evangelism?  
What admission does Peter begin with? Who does God 
accept?  What did he tell them that God did through 
Jesus? Who did Jesus appear to? Why does Peter mention 
this?  What does Peter say Jesus will return to do?  What 
tremendous promise is given in verse 43? Who is this 
promise available for?  How do cultural and religious 
barriers hinder growth in our faith?  Cabot Bible Church, 
LessonMaker 

 
____Psalm Reading:  Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24  

Have you ever experienced victory? What did it feel like? 
How did you celebrate that victory? How is Jesus’ 
resurrection a victory? What does it mean to you to 
“rejoice and be glad in it?” How can we live our lives in a 
way that reflects this joy so that others might know Christ 
too? How can show that we are believers of the 
resurrection? How do we proclaim the victory of Christ in 
a world that still suffers?  The Episcopal Church 

____3rd Reading:  Colossians 3:1-4  
 

In what ways have you tried to change your behavior? 
What rules have you set for yourself?  How have they 
worked? When the pressure is really on, and your flesh 
begins to show itself–what do you try to do to “stop”?  
What difference does it make to you that you have died 
with Christ?  What difference does it make to you that you 
have been raised with Christ? And that you will be in glory 
with Him? What is the most dominant influence on your 
mind? How do you control it, or fail to control it? How do 
your goals or ambitions reflect your position in Christ? 
How can you better seek/set your mind on things above? 
How can you desire and delight in your future home with 
your King?  Steve Kilgore 

 
____4th Reading:  John 20:1-18  

 
How has the goodness of God been displayed in your life? 
List some of the ways God has been good to you through 
the ups and downs of life, especially over these past few 
weeks.  What was the women’s purpose in coming to the 
tomb?  What do the early verses reveal about Mary 
Magdalene personally?  What is the spiritual condition of 
the women’s faith where Christ is concerned?  What does 
John appear to do which Mary Magdalene did not?  Why 
should the disciples, of all people, have realized before 
anyone else what happened?  Is the basic problem that they 
don’t believe what they see?  What is the proof that Mary 
did not merely recognize Jesus but worshiped Him as the 
Messiah?  How is Mary’s example everybody’s example in 
the right response where our personal encounter with 
Christ is concerned?  Walk With the Word 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

We repeat our Easter shouts of 
surprise and joy 
again and again, 
for news of your victory 
over powers of death and evil 
is news so startling 
so amazing 
so different from the news that bombards us day by 
day. 
 
Beyond our comprehension 
You startle us again and again 
with resurrection Life, 
bringing grace and hope and joy. 
You, in your risen power, 
are shaping all our days, 
and so we praise you, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen 
 

~ Christine Jerrett, Reflections on being the Church in 
God’s new creation 

Christ was in the tomb; the whole world was sown 
with the seed of Christ’s life; that which happened 
thirty years ago in the womb of the Virgin Mother 
was happening now, but now it was happening yet 

more secretly, yet more mysteriously, in the womb of 
the whole world.  Christ had already told those who 

flocked to hear Him preach that the seed must fall 
into the earth, or else remain by itself alone.  Now 

the seed of His life was hidden in darkness in order 
that His life should quicken in countless hearts, over 

and over again for all time.  His burial, which 
seemed to be the end, was the beginning.  It was the 

beginning of Christ-life in multitudes of souls.  It 
was the beginning, too, of the renewal of Christ’s life 

in countless souls. 
 

~ Caryll Houselander 1901-1954,  
   via Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=38
http://www.cabotbible.com/PDFs/ActsPDFs/Acts%2010.01%20The%20Conversion%20of%20the%20Gentiles.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/561fcc9ee4b05c6f946f73d6/t/579a11673e00bedf2acb4314/1469714791996/Acts+10_24-48.pdf
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=38
https://episcopalchurch.org/library/bible-study/bible-study-easter-day-april-12-2020
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=38
https://stevekilgore.com/1258/colossians-31-4-small-group-questions/
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=38
http://www.walkwiththeword.org/Studies/02_NT/43_John/43_John_20.01-18.html
http://christinejerrett.wordpress.com/tag/prayer/
http://christinejerrett.wordpress.com/tag/prayer/
http://www.edgeofenclosure.org/resurrection1.html

