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Open the Door 

We were robbed last summer. One morning, I came 
downstairs and found that the screen door in the kitchen 
was wide open. I thought – that’s odd.  I looked around, the 
tv was still there. It seemed like maybe I had left it open by 
accident. About 8 hours later, Pete asks, “Where’s the 
laptop?”  I told him the story… I was in the house. We lock 
our doors now. I look at the neighbors differently 
now.  What we have inside our homes is valuable – and it’s 
not just the stuff like tvs, laptops, and jewelry. 
 
Go back with me to that scene in that locked home. The 
friends and coworkers of Jesus were in a house together, 
with the door locked.  There’s a knock, they check to see 
who it is.  
 
It’s Mary. The let her in, looking to the left and the right as 
they lock the door again.  She tells them this story, “I was 
crying at the cemetery when two men asked me why I was 
crying. I thought to myself – are they kidding?  But I tell 
them, my friend Jesus had died and I don’t know where his 
body is… and before I could finish, another man walked up 
to me, I thought, of course, he was the groundskeeper.  He 
asked me why I was crying too… and now truthfully I’m 
thinking to myself, fellas, it’s a cemetery... people cry.  I 
started to answer him with the same tale but he interrupted 
me, he called my name, he said “Mary,” and then I realized 
it was Jesus not the groundskeeper.  I leapt up to hug him 
and then before I knew it he was gone… but he told me that 
I should tell y’all.  
 
Then the story jumps to that evening. They were all 
together, in a locked room.  After all, what we have inside 
is valuable, not just the stuff like tvs, laptops and jewelry. 
The disciples have this growing story but they clearly 
doubted whether or not to let it out.   And so in a locked 

room, they sat, talking, 
wondering, napping, and then 
Jesus himself appeared. It 
doesn’t say that he used the 
door.  (So as an aside, the 
locked door doesn’t keep Jesus 
out, it just keeps them locked 
in.)  And he showed them his 
hands and feet. And then he 
breathed on them and told 
them that they have the power 
to forgive.  

What was inside of them was rich and valuable and Jesus 
wanted them to it out.  
 
And then he disappeared again. And they remained behind 
locked doors. Because remember, what we have inside is 
valuable, not just stuff like tvs, laptops and jewelry.  
 
There was a knock at the door again. Startled a bit, they 
checked (motion) and it was Thomas.  You can imagine… 
one of them says, “I’m not telling him that Jesus just came 
in… he’s gonna be so mad that we sent him out for pizza. 
Someone else tell him.”  They open the door, look to the 
left and the right and then lock it up again. Someone tells 
Thomas and he says, “let’s just say, I doubt it.”  
 
He gets such a bad wrap for this… remember that he’s 
saying this to people who have all seen something amazing 
and empowering and they’re still behind locked doors.  I 
think Thomas said something like, “you really think I’m 
going to believe you? You saw Jesus, you believe he’s not 
dead, then why are you all still here? I doubt it.”  
 
The story jumps… a week later. They’re still behind locked 
doors. And Jesus shows up, again no need to let him in, 
he’ll find his own way.  He let’s Thomas have a good look 
at him.  
 
Why? What’s the point? What they have inside of them was 
valuable… open the doors. Go give life to others. Be life for 
others.  I think Jesus was trying to make the case that Isaiah 
was making in our other text. God doesn’t do things the 
way you think; God surprises, God intrigues. God has 
different ways of functioning than the human mind typically 
conceives.  
 
Sometimes you wake up and find things different than you 
thought… go with it. Say Hallelujah and open the 
door.  Does it seem crazy? Or sometimes simply that God 
has done it the wrong way? Maybe God doesn’t judge the 
same way as us. Maybe God does things harder than we 
wanted. Maybe God changes us into different people.  Say 
Hallelujah and open the door.  
 
Your life and your story, your feet and your hands are 
valuable. Open the door.  The Bible is filled with invitations 
to humans from God that read… embrace life over 
death.  Life wins. What you have inside is valuable – don’t 
keep it locked up. Let it out. It will transform the 
world.  And humans… we doubt it.  
                                                                  ~ Beth Scibienski  
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Acts 5:27-32 
 

In the face of questioning from the Jewish authorities, 
how do the apostles respond? What three charges did the 
high priest make against the apostles?  What was the 
initial response of Peter and the apostles to these charges? 
What else did the apostles proclaim on this occasion?  It 
is easy to forget that these figures in Acts are humans just 
like us. They had feelings, fears, and doubts just like we 
do. If you were them, how would you have responded? 
Mark A. Copeland, Focus Equip 
 

____Psalm Reading: Psalm 118:14-29  
 

Reflect on the most enduring love relationship you know.  
How does that relationship compare with the enduring 
love of God?  What has the Lord done for the king and/or 
representatively for the people?  As an Israelite prompted 
to give thanks on the occasion of this psalm, what 
redemptive occasions in the life of your people come to 
mind?  What is the significance of the stone-turned-
capstone, which is being celebrated on this festive day?  
How is Jesus like this stone-turned-capstone?  For what 
events in your life are you particularly grateful to God?  
How did God prove to be your helper, your strength or 
your salvation?  Quiet Time Bible Study, InterVarsity Press 

____3rd Reading: Revelation 1:4-8  
 

Following Jesus brings many benefits. It also causes new 
pressures and problems. In what ways have you found 
being a Christian difficult?  The word revel means "to 
bring to light what was formerly hidden, veiled and 
secret." Who and what will be unveiled by the revelation 
given to John?  How would John's description of God be a 
comfort to his readers?  In what ways has a knowledge of 
Christ's coming encouraged you in the midst of suffering?  
John states that we will be blessed if we hear his message 
and take it to heart. In what ways do you think he expects 
us to take this message to heart?  Quiet Time Bible Study, 
InterVarsity Press 

 
____4th Reading: John 20:19-31  

 
What nickname would you give Thomas? Why?  Who has 
helped you come to faith in Jesus? How have they done 
that?  What do you think about the phrase “Seeing is 
believing”?  How about its reverse, “Believing is seeing”?  
Gospel-writer John steps into his story when he addresses 
his readers and says, “These [signs] are written so that you 
may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of 
God, and that through believing you may have life in his 
name.” What do you think of this purpose statement?  
Evangelical Lutheran Church of America 

With a kindly countenance our good Lord looked in 
to his side, and he gazed with joy, and with his sweet 
regard he drew his creature’s understanding into his 

side by the same wound; and there he revealed a 
fair and delectable place, large enough for all 

mankind that will be saved and will rest in peace and 
in love. And with that he brought to mind the dear 
and precious blood and water which he suffered to 
be shed for love. And in this sweet sight he showed 
his blessed heart split in two, and as he rejoiced he 
showed to my understanding a part of his blessed 

divinity, as much as was his will at that time, 
strengthening my poor soul to understand what can 

be said, that is the endless love which was without 
beginning and is and always shall be. 

 
~ Julian of Norwich, c1342-c1416 

Showings,ch.24, Paulist Press,p.220-221  

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 
This world would deny you, Lord, 
and rely on human wisdom 
in their search for answers 
to questions they have yet to ask, 
but we will praise you, 
and exalt your name, 
for we know that you are Alpha, 
the beginning of all things, 
and Omega, 
the end, 
and all that is between. 
We have known your healing. 
We have known your provision, 
We have known your victory. 
Our sorrow has turned into dancing 
and our tears to songs of joy. 
We shall praise you ever more. Amen 
 

~ John Birch, Faith and Worship    
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