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6 Words 
 
In John’s Gospel, immediately after Judas departed the 
upper room—departed to sell Jesus out to the first bidder, 
departed to become one of the best or worst known 
disciples, departed because of his fetid fears or selfish 
schemes—Jesus summed up the good news in 6 words. 
 
In the upper room, Jesus had gathered his disciples. 
In the upper room, Jesus had washed their feet. 
In the upper room, Jesus had broken bread and shared 
wine. 
In the upper room, 6 stunning, simple but never simplistic 
words were shared. (At least 6 in English!) 
 
You do know those 6 words, don’t you? 
 
Just as I have loved you. 
 
Or maybe you need the context of the entire verse: 
I give you a new commandment, that you love one 
another. Just as I have loved you, you should also love one 
another. 
 
Familiar now? It’s the new commandment. It’s a variation 
of the Golden Rule. It’s so easy to say and so hard to 
accomplish.  It’s really not the Golden Rule. Isn’t love 
your neighbor as you love yourself the Golden Rule? 
 
Or this gilded Biblical request:  Do unto others as you 
would have them do unto you (Matthew 7:12).do-unto-
others 
 
Even more ancient, how about Leviticus 19:18’s You shall 
not take vengeance or bear a grudge against your kinsfolk. 
Love your neighbor as yourself: I am the Lord. 
 
To be non-Biblical, there’s Confucius with . . . Never 
impose on others what you would not choose for yourself. 
 
I could keep scouring the Internet or my bookshelves for 
more insights. But any version of the gilded rule is usually 
based on me. Treat others like I want ME treated. Do I 
mean the ME who’s thoughtful, helpful, kind, 
compassionate and humble? I like that ME! ME can be so 
good! However—and you can guess what’s coming 
next—there’s another ME. Uh-oh. The guy that’s full of 
himself, that if he’s not always right, he can at least be 
loud. The ME that mirrors the ABCs of human 
foolishness: Arrogant, Bombastic and Conniving. (Hey, I 

could find an awful but honest description of ME with 
every letter of the alphabet.) 
Instead, we are called to love like Jesus loved. Really? 
 
I shudder. I cringe. I scheme. I’d prefer to turn the Biblical 
page to an easier section. Can’t we repurpose an “eye for 
an eye” . . . which makes my treatment of you—you 
scoundrel you—easier to accomplish. Treat me bad and I’ll 
dish it out equally to you. 
 
In 2012, the venerable Christian Century magazine ran 
several articles about choosing 7 (not 6!) words to 
summarize the Gospel. An essay by Century editor David 
Heim cast the first challenge: 
 
In his autobiography Brother to a Dragonfly, Will 
Campbell recalls how his friend P. D. East had badgered 
him for a succinct definition of Christianity. East did not 
want a long or fancy explanation. “I’m not too bright,” he 
told Campbell. “Keep it simple. In ten words or less, 
what’s the Christian message?” 
 
Campbell obliged his friend: “We’re all bastards but God 
loves us anyway,” he said. To which East replied, “If you 
want to try again, you have two words left.” 
 
Just as I have loved you. Jesus’ invitation seems a holy 
sentence and wholly impossible to me. How can I embrace 
my enemy, touch the leper and give away all I have? How 
can I witness forgiveness, humility and justice with every 
breath I take? 
 
Maybe you can. I can’t. 
 
Still Jesus’ six words are there: Just as I have loved you. 
They bear repeating. So do Will Campbell’s eight: “We’re 
all bastards but God loves us anyway.” 
How would you describe the “good news” in 6 truthful 
enough words? 
 
What handful of words would 

you suggest to describe, define 
and declare the good news? 
Even more truthfully, what 

words are you, with your 
crooked and humble heart, 
willing to live from and live 

for? 
 
~ Larry Patton   Read the entire article with others’ attempts at 

summarizing the Gospel in 6 words at http://
www.larrypatten.com/2013/04/16/6-words/  
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Acts 9:36-43 
 

What do you learn about Tabitha (Dorcas in Greek)? How 
did she live her life in her community? Consider why the 
disciples in Joppa would send for Peter. What do you 
think they were hoping for? Picture yourself as one of 
these widows. Why would you bring these garments? 
What does their grief tell you about their relationship with 
Tabitha?  Why do you think Peter sent everyone out of 
the room?  Why would Luke be inspired to place the 
believers and the widows in separate groups?  What was 
the result of this miracle? What would be some reasons 
that Peter would leave his teaching in Lydda to stay in 
Joppa?   How can you personally apply Tabitha’s 
example to the way you live your life? Where does your 
hope lie?  Women in Christ 

 
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 23  

 
Psalm 23 talks about living life with God. However, in 
our broken world, there is much to fear. As a child, how 
were you taught to deal with fear or stress? How did your 
parents or caregivers model this for you?  Verses 1-4 
describe God as a shepherd who cares for His sheep. 
According to the passage, what are some ways God cares 
for His sheep?  The Shepherd provides rest and guidance 
to the sheep. What are some green pastures and quiet 
waters in your life?  Do you voluntarily seek them out and 
spend time there? Why or why not?  What does “fear no 
evil” mean for you? How is this possible? Do you find it 
easy or difficult?  Verse 5 describes a host of a banquet. 
How does this host provide for his guest?  What do you 
think is the significance of mentioning “enemies” at the 
banquet?  Who are your enemies?  God does not promise 
to remove all the dangers or sadness of life. How, then, 
can we have peace and live without fear?  Hope Central 

 
 

____3rd Reading: Revelation 7:9-17  
 

What is the richest worship you’ve ever experienced?  
What is the most difficult time of trial through which the 
Lord has brought you?   How does the Lord’s deliverance 
in your life affect your worship? What might be the danger
(s) of compartmentalizing our trials and our worship?  
What is significant about the multitude’s size? Ethnic 
makeup? The white robes? The palm branches they were 
holding? Why might the multitude’s proclamation be 
considered controversial in a pluralistic society?  Consider 
how each of the seven attributes mentioned by the angels 
belongs wholly to God. What might be missing from our 
earthly times of worship whenever we fail to be awestruck 
and fall prostrate in the presence of our God?  Do you and 
I fit into those demographics?  Christian Standard 

 
____4th Reading: John 10:22-30  

 
In v. 24 the Jews ask Jesus to tell them plainly if He is the 
Christ. Taking into account the history behind the Feast of 
Dedication, what do you think the religious leaders were 
looking for in the Messiah?  What do you think people are 
looking for today?  How can Jesus meet these needs?  How 
does Jesus answer the Jews?  Why do they not believe 
Him?  What does Jesus mean when He says no one can 
snatch His sheep out of His hand?  What does this mean to 
you?  How would you explain this profound truth to 
someone searching for Jesus?  Why do the Jews want to 
stone Jesus?  In what ways do we today "stone" Jesus?  
Corner Stone 

 
Praying Toward Sunday 
 

Awaken from Your slumber, 
and bring Your fears and anxieties 
into the presence of the Lord our God. 
Hear the call of our Shepherd, 
and allow His voice 
to lead from selfish ambition 
to the feast of grace. 
May the light of Christ 
shine into the hidden darkness of our lives 
and restore us 
for the service of the Lord. 
Come let us worship God. 
 

~ Rev MaryAnn Rennie, Starters for Sunday 

urban shepherd 
you lead us through skyscraper canyons 
past carbon monoxide 
and mirror glass 
and busker 
you make us to lie down on park benches 
and rest beside sewage settlement ponds 
you keep our feet on pavement and escalator and lift 
shaft 
and guide us through the back alleys 
of our city 
 
though we enter the concrete crevasse 
we will not fear the chaos 
for you are with us 
you grant us a site in the sun 
at a sidewalk cafe 
where we drink cappuccino and are glad 
you give us doughnut stalls 
and film festivals and neon signs 
 
surely your goodness and poverty 
will follow us all the days of our lives 
and we will come at last to the holy city 

 
~ Mike Riddell  
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