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All the Way 

In meaningful conversation there’s what’s said, and 
then there’s what is actually being said. The 
conversation underneath the conversation. 

When Jesus talks to Peter in the 21st chapter of John 
what is actually being said is pretty profound. It will 
change the arc of Peter’s life—as if it hasn’t already 
been changed enough. 

There is, on the outside, this extraordinarily awkward 
interchange between Jesus and Peter. This is the first 
time that they’ve really spoken since Peter’s denial. 

I don’t know him. 

You have to believe that it’s eating Peter alive. 

It would have been eating Peter even before talking 
to Jesus. It might have been one thing if Jesus had 
stayed in the tomb. Peter would have had to live with 
himself for denying his friend and teacher, at the 
moment when Jesus needed him the most. He would 
have hated himself for it for the rest of his days. 

But then Jesus rose from the dead, and he had to 
actually look Jesus in the eye again. Now he knew 
that he was going to be forced to deal with his 
demons head-on. 

Peter was probably going through this conversation 
in his head over and over again. Thinking over what 
he would say to Jesus. Imagining what Jesus would 
say to him. Perhaps he was even considering 
initiating the conversation himself. 

But then Jesus is standing there in front of him by a 
charcoal fire. The last time Peter was by a charcoal 
fire is when he denied Jesus on the night of the 
betrayal and arrest. 

Jesus asks Peter if he loves him. Ouch. 

I bet the crowd hushed at this point. Everyone knew 
Peter had this coming to him. And, everyone loves to 
see a good fight. 

Then he asks again. And again. 

Now that’s awkward. 

And Jesus keeps telling Peter that if he does love 
him, as he insists he does, that he’s to feed his sheep, 
his lambs. 

But, that’s just the outward conversation. Because 
what Jesus is really saying is: If you love me, do 
something about it. Show me. 

And, not like the last time… 

This time, feed. Tend. Do it. 

What he doesn’t say is, “If you love me, have a nice 
fuzzy feeling in your belly. Feel all warm and tingly 
inside.” 

But, then Jesus goes for broke. 

Follow me. 

This isn’t the first time he’s told Peter to “follow 
me.” But this time it’s different. This time there’s no 
room for Peter’s denial. For his sinking doubts. 

This time Peter is to follow Jesus all the way. In 
love. In ministering to others. In spreading the Good 
News. In life. In death. 

But, then of course there’s one more level to the 
conversation. John recorded this for us in his gospel 
because…we’re also in on the conversation. 

Because if we love Jesus…then feeling something 
isn’t good enough. Thinking things in our minds and 
hearts isn’t enough. 

We need to live it. We need to do it. We need to 
feed. Tend. 

We need to follow Jesus. All the way. 

     ~ Rick Morley,  
       a garden path 
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Acts 9:1-6, (7-20) 
 

Think back to what your life was like before you met 
Christ. Thank God for the transformation that he has 
made in your life—both your instant rebirth into his 
kingdom and the gradual remolding of your character 
since then.   Describe Saul's encounter with Jesus Christ. 
(What is the emotional, spiritual, physical and social 
climate?)  What is the significance of Ananias addressing 
Saul as "Brother"?  What is the response of both believers 
and nonbelievers to Saul and his ministry?  What does 
Saul's conversion teach us about those in our lives who 
are most likely not to believe?  Consider the people in 
your life who are most antagonistic to Christianity. How 
might God use you to bring them to Christ?  Quiet Time 
Bible Study, InterVarsity Press 
 

____Psalm Reading: Psalm 30 
 

Imagine that you have turned off the 
radio that is blaring away inside you. 
Sit for a while in the quiet. You may 
find that there are protests inside. 
What are your thoughts and 
impressions?   No one knows for sure 
what the problem was, but from the 
words "depths," "healed," "enemies," 
"grave" and "pit" what possible 

dangers may David have been facing?   Read the psalm 
again. List the range of emotions that is described.  What 
insight into life does David gain by acknowledging that 
painful as well as pleasurable experiences come from 
God?   How do verses 6-7 describe David's sense of 
dependence on God?   What reasons does David present 
to God in favor of his deliverance?  How would you 
describe David's relationship with God?  Difficult 
circumstances can cause us to reflect on the character of 
God. How have the circumstances of your life affected 
your relationship with God?  Quiet Time Bible Study, 
InterVarsity Press 

____3rd Reading: Revelation 5:11-14  
 

Why does John want to open the scroll so badly? Who 
does he expect will be able to open it? What is the 
symbolism behind the proclamation of a lion, but the 
vision of a slain lamb?  What kind of King did the Jews 
expect Jesus to be, especially considering their lands were 
occupied by the Roman Empire? Instead, what kind of 
King did Jesus come to be? Why might some have had a 
problem with that?  When you look at the problems in this 
world, what kind of actions do you expect from God to 
bring about healing or change?  Do we ever have bitterness 
because God does not solve our problems the way we think 
God should?  How do you think John might have 
responded in seeing a slain lamb rather than the lion he 
was expecting? How should we respond when God does 
not show God’s self as we expect God to do?  Faith Element 

 
____4th Reading: John 21:1-19  

 
How do you feel when someone you have hurt refuses to 
forgive you?  What was Jesus trying to show the disciples 
by allowing them to catch such a large number of fish?  
When Peter hears that "it is the Lord,” he jumps into the 
later and begins swimming ahead of the boat. What does 
this reveal about Peter and his relationship with Jesus?  
What subtle differences do you notice in Jesus' three 
questions and Peter's responses?  Why do you think Jesus 
chose this particular time to predict the kind of death Peter 
would die?  What can we learn from this passage about the 
steps involved in restoring a Christian who has sinned?  
How does it help to know that you can still serve and 
glorify God no matter what your past failures have been?  
Quiet Time Bible Study, InterVarsity Press 

 
Praying Toward Sunday 
 

God of victory over death, 
your Son revealed himself again and again, 
and convinced his followers of his glorious 
resurrection. 
Grant that we may know his risen presence, 
in love obediently feed his sheep, 
and care for the lambs of his flock, 
until we join the hosts of heaven in worshiping 
you and praising him 
who is worthy of blessing and honor, 
glory and power, for ever and ever.  
Amen.  
 

~ Revised Common Lectionary Prayers copyright © 2002  

 
Lord, you are worshiped in heaven 
as both mighty Lion and slaughtered Lamb. 
With the heavenly choir before your throne, 
we cry: 
‘You are worthy to take the scroll and open its 
seals 
for you were slaughtered, 
and bought us for God with your blood 
out of every tribe, language, people, and 
nation, 
and made us rulers and priests to our God 
to reign on earth.’ 
 

~ written by Nathan Bierma 
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