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What Kind of Community Will We Be?
I'm not exactly sure what bugs me so much about
this passage from Matthew. Maybe it's that I've
known way too many Christians who are more than
eager to "go and point out the fault" of someone who
has sinned. Or maybe it's the reference to treating the
one entrenched in sin as "a Gentile and a tax
collector" -- nice. Or maybe this all goes back to my
days in InterVarsity when this passage was regularly
cited first as a way to handle disputes and then as a
rationale of why a "backsliding" member of the
fellowship should now be shunned. Or maybe it's
just the huuuuge promise tacked on near the end
about asking and receiving that seems so, I don't
know, dangerously optimistic. No matter how you
slice it, I just can't seem to find a reason to like this
passage. Which is of course why I can't seem to let it
go.
So here's what I've
come to. As much as I
may not like what feels
like an inherent legalism
in this periscope -- and,
truth be told, in much of
Matthew -- when I get
over this bias and read
the passage carefully I
realize that Matthew's
deep concern in this passage and in so many other
places is community -- honest-to-goodness, authentic
Christian community. And the two things I've
discovered time and again about community is 1) we
all say we want it and 2) we usually have no idea
how difficult it is to come by.
Community, after all, is one of those feel-good
words that draw us into idealisms -- we imagine
something out of Cheers, a place where you're
accepted for who you are, where you're never lonely,
and where, of course, everyone knows your name.

But the really difficult thing about community is that
it's made up of people! And people -- not you and me,
of course, but most people -- can be difficult,
challenging, selfish, and unreliable. Which means that
usually when we're daydreaming about community
we're often prompted to do so because we don't
particularly like the people -- i.e., the community! -we're currently a part of.
It's into this reality that Jesus, according to Matthew,
speaks, and I find his candor refreshing. Let me
summarize what I take to be the salient points:
*People sin.
*Communities are made up of these sinning people.
*When that happens and you're involved, do
something about it; namely, go talk to the other person
directly like a mature adult rather than behind his or
her back.
*If that doesn't work, involve some others of the
community. (As Karl Jacobson points out in an
excellent commentary on this passage, this isn't a
"gathering of witnesses" but rather a way to involve
and preserve the larger community that is affected by
this dispute.)
*If that doesn't work, then things are serious and
you're all at risk. (To tell you the truth, I'm not totally
sure what treating the offender "as a Gentile and tax
collector" means, especially given Jesus' actual
treatment of Gentiles and tax collectors -- wasn't that
what Matthew was?! -- in the rest of the Gospel.)
To get even more succinct, I'd put it this way:
Authentic community is hard to come by. It's work.
But it's worth it. Because when you find it, it's like
discovering a little bit of heaven on earth; that is, it's
like experiencing the reality of God's communal
fellowship and existence in your midst. And, as Jesus
promises, when you gather in this way -- with honesty
and integrity, even when it's hard -- amazing things
can happen because Jesus is with you, right there, in
your very midst, forming and being formed by your
communal sharing. An excerpt by David Lose, Dear
Working Preacher

____1st Reading: Exodus 12:1-14
Why were the Israelites supposed to put blood upon the
door posts and lintels of their homes? Why was it
important that the sacrificial animal be without blemish?
Why do you think God required the Children of Israel to
take action to protect themselves from this last plague
instead of automatically exempting them as He had in the
previous plagues? According to Exodus 12:11, how were
the Israelites to eat the Passover lamb? What do you think
is the significance of this? How did Jesus reinterpret the
Passover celebration under the New Covenant? What
does God’s deliverance mean to you? Jesus the Light of the
World, Bible Study Courses, Lewis Chapel

____Psalm Reading: Psalm 149
What kind of song are we encouraged to sing? Where
should we sing it? List the different ways of praising the
Lord given in this psalm. Note how each thing is to be
emphatic. If you sing, sing loudly. If you fight, use a two
edged sword. What reasons are given for praising the
Lord in this psalm? What are the commands of verses 56? What is the Word of God used for in this psalm?
Apply this spiritually. Have you ever praised the Lord
with a new song or in a dance? Try it! With what
command does this psalm open and close? What do you
learn from this psalm that will help you become a person
after God’s own heart? Love the Lord, Psalms

People are often unreasonable, irrational, and selfcentered. Forgive them anyway.

If you are kind, people may accuse you of selfish,
ulterior motives. Be kind anyway.
If you are successful, you will win some unfaithful
friends and some genuine enemies. Succeed anyway.
If you are honest and sincere people may deceive
you. Be honest and sincere anyway.
What you spend years creating, others could destroy
overnight. Create anyway.
If you find serenity and happiness, some may be
jealous. Be happy anyway.
The good you do today, will often be forgotten. Do
good anyway.
Give the best you have, and it will never be
enough. Give your best anyway.
In the final analysis, it is between you and God. It was
never between you and them anyway.
-this version is credited to Mother Teresa

Betony Coons

Reflecting on the Word

“I hold it true, whate’er befall;
I feel it, when I sorrow most;
‘Tis better to have loved and lost
Than never to have loved at all”
~ Tennyson
Praying Toward Sunday
God of wisdom and might,
we praise you for the wonder of our being,
for mind, body and spirit.
Be with our children as they begin
a new school year.
Bless them and their teachers and staff.
Give the strength and grace as their bodies grow;
wisdom and knowledge to their minds
as they search for understanding;
and peace and zeal to their hearts.
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen. The Catholic Catalog
____3rd Reading: Romans 13:8-14
How do you get along with your next-door neighbors?
Have you had positive or negatives experiences with
neighbors in the past? What words or phrases does the
term "neighbor" bring to mind for you? According to the
parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37), what
makes someone our neighbor? What does Paul mean by
the phrase "Let no debt remain outstanding"? Does this
mean that we should never incur any kind of debt (for
instance, to purchase a house)? What does it mean to
"understand the present time"? How is our debt of love
to one another like a car loan or a mortgage? How is it
different? How is Paul’s view of love different from
contemporary ideas of love? What do you think it means
to "clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ"? How
would you go about doing this? Journey Church Online
____4th Reading: Matthew 18:15-20
In what case should you go and tell your brother his
fault? (See also Galatians 6:1) Jesus gave authority to
His disciples. What would be done for them if they
agreed concerning anything? Why is it important for you
to pray with others? What is the connection between
warning someone who is doing something wrong and
loving them? Why is the first step "keep it between the
two of you?" When someone corrects you, how does it
feel? At first? Later? Do you listen? Did you change?
Matthew 18 Study Guide, Proclaiming Faith

