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◦ 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 ◦ Matthew 22:34-46
Click here to read this week’s Scriptures
Passion, Prayer and Intelligence
One of the most fascinating stories I heard last week was
about the creation of the High Line Park in New York.
Originally built in 1929 to take trains and freight off the
city streets, the line – which ran in the lower west side of
Manhattan – became redundant in 1980 and had since lain
in a state of dereliction. Wild grasses, trees and shrubs
took over the line, and only a few people ever ventured on
it. It was the subject of a demolition order at one point,
which was successfully contested through the courts.
In 1999 the Friends of the High Line was formed by two
local residents Joshua David and Robert Hammond, who
campaigned for the Line’s conservation and reuse as
public open space. Funding was slowly acquired and a
complete redevelopment begun. In 2009 the first section of
the park was opened, and earlier this year another part was
unveiled to great acclaim. As well as an oasis of peace and
calm, the park has cultural attractions too, with frequent
art exhibitions and concerts. The High Line today is
unrecognizable from the initial concept, and yet it still
stands on the original foundations. Without the 80 year old
steel and concrete structure there would be no park.
Jesus made exactly the same point. The Pharisees came
looking for another opportunity to trip him up and catch
him out. They thought Jesus was proclaiming some sort of
radical new alternative lifestyle and fused religion, and
they wanted him to be shown up for the charlatan he was.
“Teacher, which command in God’s Law is the most
important?” they asked.
Everything that Jesus stood for the foundation remained
constant. He was building on the groundwork that God
had put in place – an antiquated version of the High Line
Project. And at the heart of his faith lay two of the basic
tenets of what our faith must be about.
Now I do like the King James translation of these two
commandments: ‘You shall love the LORD your God with
all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’
And ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’
But The Message takes it to another level: Jesus said,
“‘Love the Lord your God with all your passion and
prayer and intelligence.’ This is the most important, the
first on any list. But there is a second to set alongside it:
‘Love others as well as you love yourself.’ These two

commands are pegs; everything in God’s Law and the
Prophets hangs from them.”
With all your passion and prayer and intelligence. What a
wonderful phrase. Are you giving your all? At work. At
home. Do you give it 100%? When you play tennis do you
throw yourself around like Roger Federer? When you take
part in amateur dramatics do you give a rendition as good
as Hugh Jackman? Do your photographs display the
contrast and texture of Ansel Adams? And does your love
of God match the intensity of Jesus? Does it display passion
and prayer and intelligence?
The whole of our lives must be rooted in love and devotion
and service to God, in praise of his Holy name. But that
needs a practical outflowing, and that is why the 2nd
commandment is alongside it.
It all begs the question, “How much do you love yourself?”
Well, actually it doesn’t. Our love for our neighbor, our
love for others must be as total as our love for God.
Sometimes we have a right downer on ourselves, so that
must never be the measuring stick for our love for others.
Instead, our love for others must be as strong as our love for
God, and we need to keep telling ourselves to love
ourselves the same amount despite all our failings.
Of course, these commandments then raise the most
difficult questions imaginable for human society. How can
we go to war if we love our neighbor? How can we neglect
those who live in poverty and squalor? How can babies die
across continents throughout the world because they lack a
30p vaccination?
But isn’t that what faith is all about? It’s supposed to be a
struggle. It’s supposed to challenge our comfort and ease.
It’s supposed to be the narrow road. It’s designed for us to
use all our passion and prayer and intelligence in loving
God, loving others and loving self.
That’s what makes it so dynamic, so exciting and so
refreshing. Be changed. Be transformed. Be radicalised. But
discover the
foundations are still
the same: Love the
Lord your God with
all your passion and
prayer and
intelligence.
~ Neil Chappell,
A Weird Thing

Reflecting on the Word
____1st Reading: Deuteronomy 34:1-12
What are your general thoughts about Moses? What was
it about his leadership style that made him effective?
Would you want him as your leader? Why or why not?
Moses knew that to know God, he had to first know His
“ways.” What does it mean to know God? Do you know
Him too? The book closes by referring back to the signs
and wonders which he performed in Egypt, the story for
which he is most famous. Why did God not simply have
Pharaoh release Israel at Moses’ request? Why was it
necessary in God’s plan that this event occur at the
beginning of Israel’s journey? Moses took an active part
in delivering Israel from Egypt and preparing them for the
Promised Land. Was this a job that Moses desired? After
looking over the life and ministry of Moses, were his
fears justified? Is God’s work limited by human inability?
How can you take comfort in this? Living Hope
Community Church

____Psalm Reading: Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17
What truths does Moses reveal about God in verses 1 and
2? How does Moses compare our mortality to God’s
eternity in verses 3-6? How can viewing God as your
eternal refuge and dwelling place impact your life today?
Are there circumstances that it would lend a different
perspective to? What picture does Moses paint of God in
these verses as he calls out to Him in prayer for His
people? How does Moses end his prayer in verses 16 and
17? Does remembering the great works and splendor of
God in your own life encourage you to live your life with
purpose and meaning? In what ways? Christ Chapel Bible
Church

How did it get so late so soon?

“It's not how much we give
but how much love we put
into giving.”
~ Mother Theresa

Praying Toward Sunday
All through this day, O Lord, by the power of
Thy quickening Spirit, let me touch the lives of
others for good, whether through the word I
speak, the prayer I speak, or the life I live.
Amen
– Anonymous
____3rd Reading: 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8
How do you feel about telling others about your faith?
Talk with God about any fears or guilt you experience.
What excuses might Paul have had not to preach to the
Thessalonians? What attitudes enable Paul to continue
preaching despite opposition? What does this teach you
about proper and improper reasons for witnessing to
others? In what specific ways can gentleness and caring
become more a part of your evangelistic efforts? Quiet
Time Bible Study, InterVarsity Press

It’s night before it’s afternoon.
December is here before it’s June.
My goodness
how the time has flewn.
How did it get so late
so soon?
- Dr. Seuss
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____4th Reading: Matthew 22:34-46
This week’s passage continues to show how the Pharisees
want nothing more than to eliminate Jesus. Explain why
Matthew describes the Pharisee in verse 35 as an expert
rather than a teacher. Why was the question asked in
verse 36 important to the Pharisees? In what way was
Jesus’ statement in verse 40 a rebuke to the Pharisees?
Throughout Matthew’s gospel we see Jesus teaching and
presenting the Gospel to those who are socially
marginalized (i.e. poor, sick, uneducated, etc.). What does
this tell you about the simplicity of faith and following
God? How does this encourage you? In what ways can
we complicate discipleship? How can keeping “love” in
the forefront simplify discipleship? In verses 41-45 Jesus
turns the tables and asked the Pharisees a pointed question
about the “Christ.” Explain the reason for His question
and how quoting Ps. 110:1 proved His point. Why is this
truth significant? How does studying Jesus answer any
questions we may have about any questions we may have
about God? What can you do this week to keep your eyes
on Jesus? Pacific Coast Church

