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Thoughts, readings and reflections
based on this week’s lectionary readings
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Proper 24A/Ordinary 29A/Pentecost +19
The readings this week:
◦ Exodus 33:12-23◦ Psalm 99
◦ 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 ◦ Matthew 22:15-22
Click here to read this week’s Scriptures

Spent
You, made in
God’s image,
stamped with
God’s likeness,
you are God’s
valuable coin.
God intends to
spend you
according to
God’s desire,
to spend you on life,
on what delights God.
Will you be a coin that has
rolled under the sofa,
or the one stuck to the bottom
of the piggybank, “saved”
but never spent, never redeemed,
waiting for some future that never comes?
No, beloved, be spent!
Let God give you away
and have a blast doing it,
let God hand you over
for the very thing God longs for,
as thankful for you
as a beggar is grateful
for the coin that buys him lunch.
You are God’s,
so give yourself to God,
knowing God will spend you,
and trust this: that spent,
sent into the world
by the God of death and rising,
the God who loses nothing,
tomorrow you will find yourself
anew
in God’s pocket.
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The Lord Reigns
There’s a lot of gloom these days. Uncertainty over
the future of our country in a dangerous world. We
are concerned about crime. Leaders don’t seems to
have common sense answers.
Psalm 99 helps us to put things in perspective: “The
Lord reigns!” It seems so simple – but it’s true. All
through the Scriptures we see God is in control of
the nations and He is always glorified.
Recall that the Lord reigns even when it may not
seem like it from our point of view. To be honest,
people have survived worse times than we are faced
with today. Recall Vietnam, the Cold War, WWII,
WWI and the Civil War to name a few. Many
suffered and some paid with their lives, yet we must
understand that the Lord reigns.
The nation of Israel survived the Egyptian captivity,
and later exile in Babylon. Even in those dark days
God had His purpose and plan. If there was ever a
clear picture of this it is in Daniel, chapter 3, where
Daniel is given the meaning of Nebuchadnezzar’s
dream of the golden statue. In the dream, God
reveals His plan for the course of nations.
In Daniel 4:26 we find out why these things happen.
It is so that we may understand that “heaven rules.”
As we understand this truth our hearts should turn to
praise. As the Psalmist says: “Let them praise your
great and awesome name.”
~ Frank Braswell

Reflecting on the Word
____1st Reading: Exodus 33:12-23
In heaven, what three questions will you ask God? What
three concerns does Moses bring to God? What do these
concerns have in common with the people? What does the
presence of God mean to Moses? What ensures Israel’s
continuing existence? What in Moses’ bold appeal do
you think persuades God to do an “about-face”? Describe
a time when while doing something for God, you were
absolutely confident that his presence was with you?
How satisfied are you with the way you are “meeting”
with God now? Ask yourself this question, “Am I living
in a way that makes Christ’s death for me matter?”
Personal Study and Small Group Questions

____Psalm Reading: Psalm 99
This psalm speaks of the Lord in different ways a total of
seven times. (Seven is a symbol of completeness.) What
aspects or characteristics of this complete Lord does the
psalmist affirm? God is terribly awesome and holy,
forgiving and punishing. What does that say about the
casual God-is-my-buddy approach or the presumptuous
God-is-my-bellhop approach we often take in worship
and prayer? What does God expect you to do in response
to his holy character and righteous decrees? This psalm
invites us to tremble, praise, exalt and worship this Lord.
How do you do that each day? Quiet Time Bible Study,
InterVarsity Press

We must think of no other God than Christ; that
God which speaks not out of Christ’s mouth, is not
God. God, in the Old Testament, bound himself to
the throne of grace; there was the place where he
would hear, so long as the policy and government
of Moses stood and flourished. In like manner, he
will still hear no man or human creature, but only
through Christ. A number of the Jews ran to and
fro burning incense, and offerings here and there,
and seeking God in various places, not regarding
the tabernacle, so it goes now; we seek God
everywhere; but not seeking him in Christ, we find
him nowhere.
—Martin Luther, Table Talk via Theodidacti

Praying Toward Sunday
Dear Lord,
When the nations are
in turmoil, let me
understand that you
reign over all things.
Let me learn to
praise your great and
awesome name, for
you are holy.
Amen.

____3rd Reading: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10
What is the reputation of your church or fellowship group
throughout the community? Paul writes that he
remembers the Thessalonians' "work produced by faith,"
"labor prompted by love" and "endurance inspired by
hope.” How do you think he could tell that faith, love and
hope were behind their actions? What role has the Holy
Spirit played in the Thessalonians' faith? What role did
Paul, Silas and Timothy have in the Thessalonians'
conversion? When is it wise and when is it unwise to
imitate another Christian? What were the results of the
Thessalonians' strong faith? What do you think your
reputation is with non-Christians? How can your faith
(and the faith of your church or fellowship group) become
more of a witness to others? Quiet Time Bible Study,
InterVarsity Press

____4th Reading: Matthew 22:15-22
What result were the Pharisees trying to produce by
provoking Jesus this way? Think about the word
“image”. Where else in the Bible is it used? Where is it
used positively, and where is it used negatively? What are
the implications of these uses of the word “image?” How
do they change the meaning of the story? What was
Jesus’ main point in this passage? What was he trying to
get across to the people listening? Was the main point
money, politics, spirituality, all of that, something else?
People in Jesus’ day were angry about their taxes being
used by a government which spent their money doing
evil. How is our own situation similar or different? How
do we deal with the competing claims of God and Caesar?
Looking at your own life in the light of this passage, is
there anything you need to change individually, or that we
need to change as a church? Hope Church, San Diego

