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Thoughts, readings and reflections
based on this week’s lectionary readings

May 17, 2015
Ascension Sunday/Easter 7, Year B
The readings this week:
◦ Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 ◦ Psalm 1
◦ 1 John 5:9-13 ◦ John 17:6-19
Click here to read this week’s Scriptures

Cormac's Road and a Final Prayer
But now I am coming to you, and I speak these
things in the world so that they may have my joy
made complete in themselves. I have given them
your word, and the world has hated them because
they do not belong to the world, just as I do not
belong to the world. I am not asking you to take
them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them
from the evil one. They do not belong to the world,
just as I do not belong to the world. Sanctify them in
the truth; your word is truth. As you have sent me
into the world, so I have sent them into the world.
And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that they
also may be sanctified in truth. John 17:13-19
In Cormac McCarthy’s novel The Road, a father and
his son journey through the ruins of a postapocalyptic earth. The world has been reduced to a
dismal landscape drained of color. Nothing can
grow on earth. No crops for food. The ghastly nature
of survival has reduced people to cannibalism. The
father struggles to protect his young son from cold,
sickness, starvation and evil men. As his health
deteriorates, we sense that the father is a doomed
man. He’ll eventually die and have to send his son
up the road without him. It’s a grueling, but simple
and powerful story- the depth of a father’s love, and
the depths of hell he will go through in order to keep
his son alive.
In the gospel reading, Jesus’ life and ministry are
rapidly coming to a brutal end. He’s going back to
the father, and he prays on behalf of his disciples.
Like the father in The Road, he’s sending his
disciples on up the road without him. He guarded
them up to this point, and loves them greatly, but
now they have to further the ministry of the
kingdom and step out on their own. He asks God to
protect them from the evil one. He asks that they be
sanctified in truth. In a world hostile to the values of
the Kingdom of God, they will need the clarity of
truth and the comfort of Jesus’ words.

And it’s not just the disciples Jesus prays for, but us
as well. He sends us out into the world and prays for
us, asking the father to protect us from the evil one
and to sanctify us in the truth of his love and grace.
We journey up the road as witnesses to his gospel.
Jesus goes back to the Father, but his spirit is with
us. He goes through hell for us, and with us, and
then sends us up the road sanctified in the purity of
his truth, to reach others in sacrificial love.
Prayer is always most momentous when we pray for
those we love. And that’s what Jesus did, for the
disciples, and even now for us.
~ Rick Fry

Reflecting on the Word
____1st Reading: Acts 1:15-17
What are similar nonscientific methods (such as the
casting of lots) communities of faith use to discern God’s
will today? What needs for leadership do you see in your
congregation? What particular ministries are connected
to those needs? The community prays to God who knows
“everyone’s heart.” How do you practice “listening” for
what God’s guidance might be? How else might
leadership be identified and empowered in the church?
Feasting on the Word

____Psalm Reading: Psalm 1
What contrasts do you notice in the psalm? Tree is the
central metaphor of the psalm. Put your imagination to
use. How are law-delighting people like trees? In what
ways are the wicked like chaff? How do these two
radically different portraits (the tree-righteous and the
chaff-wicked) motivate you to delight in God's Word?
How does meditation—listening to God speak to us
through Scripture—prepare us for prayer? A life of
prayer requires preparation, a procedure for moving from
inattention to attention. The same procedure will not suit
everyone. How can you develop a procedure that fits your
circumstances and development? Will you? Quiet Time

Praying Toward Sunday
Dear God, thank you for your great generosity toward
the whole world. You give us guidance and
encouragement through your word. You did not hold
back even your Son so that we would have eternal
life! You make our joy complete. Let us find joy by
giving with joy to the ministries of this church for the
sake of Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. (John 17:6-19)
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Spirit is already in us now. He is in us as
the basis of the nearness of eternal
contemplation, as the basis of the
transfiguration of the flesh. We notice nothing
of this, and that is shy the ascension seems to
be separation. But it is separation only for our
paltry consciousness. We must will to believe in
such a nearness - in the Holy Spirit.
The ascension is the universal event of salvation
history that must recur in each individual, in our
personal salvation history through grace. When
we become poor, then we become rich. When
the lights of the world grow dark, then we are
bathed in light. When we are apparently
estranged from the nearness of his earthly flesh,
then we are the more united with him. When
we think we feel only a waste and emptiness of
the heart, when all the joy of celebrating
appears to be only official fuss, because the real
truth around us cannot yet be admitted, then
we are in truth better prepared for the feast of
the Ascension than we might suppose.
He takes on our semblance only to give us his
own reality - the eternal, inexpressible reality
that he received from the Father, that he gives
us in his Spirit, and that we can receive because
he, returning home with all this is ours, made it
possible for us to share in God's own life.
-Karl Rahner 1904-1984
The Great Church Year: The Best of Karl Rahner's Homilies,
Sermons, and Meditations
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____3rd Reading: 1 John 5:9-13

The Old Testament law required two or three witnesses to
prove a claim. Who are John's three witnesses, and what
do they testify? How does your own experience confirm
the truth that eternal life is found in Jesus? What
assurance does John give us in these verses? Verse 13 is
a summary statement of purpose for the entire epistle.
What then are those "things" which assure us we have
eternal life? How can we get to the point where we want
what God wants? What certainties in this passage are the
most encouraging to you? In what way do you need
greater assurance from God? Quiet Time Bible Study,
InterVarsity Press

____4th Reading: John 17:6-19
What specific ministries did Jesus have toward his
disciples? Twice Jesus asked the Father to protect his
disciples from the evil one. Why would that protection
have been so important in Jesus' mind as he faced the
cross? Jesus also asked the Father to sanctify his
disciples through his word. How can we allow God's
Word to have that kind of effect on our lives? Jesus
obviously prayed this prayer out loud to bring comfort
and assurance to his disciples. In what particular ways do
Jesus' words encourage or assure you? Quiet Time Bible
Study, InterVarsity Press

