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Thoughts, readings and reflections based on this week’s lectionary readings

May 11, 2014
Fourth Sunday of Easter, Year A
The readings this week:
◦ Acts 2:42-47 ◦ Psalm 23
◦ 1 Peter 2:19-25 ◦ John 10:1-10
Click here to read this week’s Scriptures
Blessing of the Gate
Once again, for the fourth time in this Easter
season, the lectionary turns toward the theme of
knowing. Beginning with Easter Sunday, the
gospel readings have beckoned us to pay attention
to where we pay attention, to how we turn
ourselves toward the Christ who comes to us. To
the women at the empty tomb, to Thomas in the
locked room, to the two at the Emmaus table, Jesus
shows himself, inviting others to see and recognize
him, even to place their hand within his very flesh
so that they may know and trust who he is.
And here again this week the gospel lection
impresses upon us how keen Jesus is for us to
know him, to follow after the One who first knows
us. Knows us by our own name, Jesus tells us in
this Sunday’s text from John’s Gospel.
Jesus recognizes, of course, the import of knowing
another’s name. Throughout the scriptures as well
as in mythology and folklore, we see how knowing
someone’s name often means having a kind of
power; one’s name holds something of a key to
one’s nature. Yet with Christ, this knowing is
always steeped in grace, not control. “He calls his
own sheep by name and leads them out,” Jesus
says in this passage where he describes himself as

the good shepherd. The gate of Christ swings
toward freedom, not captivity. The shepherd does
not assume a role of domination, of power-over that
constrains and confines; he is one who pours his
power out on our behalf, that we may enter into the
places where we can flourish. “…that they may have
life, and have it abundantly,” Jesus says.
As the Easter season continues to unfold, this theme
of knowing will persist. As we travel through these
days of resurrection, how will you open yourself to
the Christ who desires to know you and to be known
by you? How well do you want to be known? Are
there any corners of your heart that you resist being
known? Might those very spaces become a place of
prayer, a doorway, a gate that opens into freedom?
© Jan Richardson, The Painted Prayerbook
Press your hand
to this blessing,
here along
the side
where you can feel
its seam.
Follow the seam
and you will find
the hinges
on which
this blessing turns.
Feel how
your fingers
catch on them—
top,
bottom,
the slightest pressure
sending the gate
gliding open
in a glad welcome.
Wait, did I say
press your hand
to this blessing?
What I meant was
press your hand
to your heart.

Rest it over that
place in your chest
that has grown
closed and tight,
where the rust,
with its talent
for making decay
look artful,
has bitten into
what you once
held dear.
Breathe deep.
Press on the knot
and feel how it
begins to give way,
turning upon
the hinge
of your heart.
Notice how it
opens wide
and wider still
as you exhale,
spilling you out
into a realm
where you never dreamed
to go
but cannot now imagine
living this life
without.

Reflecting on the Word
____1st Reading: Acts 2:42-47
The Holy Spirit, although at times we do not sense him, is
always there to help us. Let him quiet you now and open
your heart to what he wants to tell you about himself.
Describe the fellowship of the believers in this young
church. Imagine you were there on the day of Pentecost.
What do you think it would have been like for you as one
of the crowd looking on? How has your life been affected
by the gift of the Holy Spirit? How does the life and
purpose of your church or Christian fellowship group
compare to that of this group? Quiet Time Bible Study,
InterVarsity Press

____Psalm Reading: Psalm 23

Spend some time trying to bring your fears into focus.
Know that God is with you in the midst of your fear. "I
fear no evil" is a bold statement. What does it mean for
you to say that? Enemies are prominent in the psalm
prayers and appear here. Who are your enemies? What is
the most comforting thing that you have experienced in
the life of faith? Psalm 23 is a weapon against fear. What
fear in your life will you go to war against with this
prayer as your cannon? Quiet Time Bible Study, InterVarsity
Press

So Jesus, what then?
You tell me to love me enemies. Am I to love my
enemy when the enemy is looking back at me in the
mirror? I know the answer. I’ve sat at that table
before. Still, God meets me there.
I sit at the table in the presence of my enemy, and can
only confess to my God and myself the times I have
fallen short. I sit with myself and have no choice but to
forgive, so I may be forgiven. I sit at my table for one
and am confronted with the profound absurdity of
the gospel. There is good news in sitting at the table
for one.

There is confession. There is forgiveness. There is
grace. There is bread for me to eat, and a cup
overflowing. There is oil being poured out on my head
with such exuberance and abundance it seems
shocking. There at the table for one I learn that
goodness and mercy are following me. No, they are
doing more than following me. They are pursuing
me. Actively, purposefully, God is pursuing me.
Goodness and mercy are pursuing me, even when I
flee. Goodness and mercy are pursuing me, even when
my apathy and my comfort and my pride and my fear
seem to get the best of me. God is pursuing me, and
sometimes it is only at a table for one that I pause long
enough to sense it.
An excerpt from Table for One, Robb, The Fat Pastor

Praying Toward Sunday
Most holy God, our awesome Friend, please
let us share in the audacious ways of Christ
our Shepherd. Imprint our minds with the
distinctive sound of his voice that we may be
quick to respond wherever he leads us. In
weakness may we know his strong arm, and
in darkness may we trust his guiding love. To
your praise and glory.
Amen!
Bruce Prewer
____3rd Reading: 1 Peter 2:19-25
If you were to rate your natural inclination for being
submissive on a scale of one to ten, where would you
place yourself and why? (One is a mud-covered
doormat; ten is a banner-waving firebrand.) 2:23 says
that in his suffering, Jesus "entrusted himself to him who
judges justly." How might a similar trust in God help
you to submit to the necessary suffering that has come
into your own life? Finding a balance between
responsible action for healthy change and submission to
authority is a constant tension for the Christian who
wants to obey this passage. How can you draw together
both ends of this tension? (In what situations would you
take action? At what point would you submit?) How do
you balance the tension of submission versus responsible
action in your job? In relationships? Quiet Time Bible
Study, InterVarsity Press

____4th Reading: John 10:1-10
What usually prompts you to have doubts about your
salvation or your walk with Christ—your own sin?
Feelings of unworthiness? Personal failures? Be honest
with Christ about your doubts. What spiritual truths is
Jesus trying to convey? Quiet Time Bible Study,
InterVarsity Press

