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Abide in My Love
After his resurrection, he will prove more elusive—
telling Mary Magdalene not to hold onto him,
disappearing from the table at Emmaus—but on this
night, gathered at the table with his companions, he
is fully present to those whose lives have become so
intertwined with his. Though Jesus tells the disciples
that he has made everything known to them, he sees
what lies ahead more clearly than they can. And so
he lingers at the table, telling them all that he wants
them to understand, preparing them as best he can
for the time when he will no longer be physically
present to them.
Even as he works with such intention and care to
make the disciples ready for his absence, Jesus
impresses upon them that he is not letting them go,
that his physical departure will not bring an end to
his relationship with them, his loving of them. Abide
in my love, he urges them, echoing and expounding
on the imagery of the vine that he has offered in the
preceding verses. He twines his words around them,
calling them to stay with him, to remain, to persist in
their sacred entanglement that will bear fruit for a
hungering world.
In a world where leavings and endings often carry a
sense of abandonment, Jesus somehow manages to
make an art of departure. He does not turn his face
from the pain involved, yet he draws the eyes and
ears of his companions to the power and beauty and
grace of the connections
Blessing
they have forged:
connections that, though
Even in the leaving changing, will endure.
o abide with us
I have called you friends,
turn your face
he says to them. And says
toward us
to us: offering himself,
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stay with us still.
us still.

~ Jan Richardson,
The Painted Prayer Book

Who (Doesn’t) Belong?
With the celebration of
Pentecost only a week
away, the scriptures
testify to discipleship’s
most important
requirement:
inclusiveness. In Acts,
Peter is amazed that
“even the Gentiles”
receive the Spirit, asking
“Can anyone withhold
the water for baptizing
these people who have
received the Holy Spirit
just as we have?” (Acts
10:47). In Peter’s
incredulity, we glimpse
how very difficult it was
for the first disciples to “get” the radical
inclusiveness that is God’s reign, encompassing
even strangers, enemies, and the unclean. Lest we
are tempted to feel superior in the face of such
ignorance, we need only recall the fact that, to this
day, many Christian churches still deny gays and
lesbians and women full access to all of God’s
sacraments—a painful reminder that we don’t get
the radical inclusiveness that is God’s reign, either.
Since we apparently still need clarity on the issue of
who belongs, Jesus states the answer so plainly that
it’s hard to find excuses behind which to hide: “This
is my commandment, that you love one another as I
have loved you” (John 15:12). There are no
exceptions, no footnotes or qualifiers. Given that the
Spirit was poured out upon everyone, the
commandment to love becomes far more
challenging than we thought, going beyond simple
inclusion. Indeed, our hardest task is not loving one
another, but doing so as Jesus did—recognizing
each person’s ability to receive God’s grace, and
then serve as its ambassador to the world.
~ Michaela Bruzzese, Sojourners

Reflecting on the Word
____1st Reading: Acts 10:44-48
Some say a person must be baptized to be saved. What
does Acts 10:44-48 show us? Were they saved? Had they
been baptized yet? What did Philip tell the Ethiopian
eunuch in Acts 8:36-37? What was the one requirement
Philip gave for baptism? Which came first: baptism or
salvation? What was Peter’s attitude toward baptism?
Did he consider it optional? Read Acts 10:44-48. Note
the different ways people have been converted so far in
Acts. What does this teach us about the grace of God?
What is baptism? Why is it important? Does it save you?
Cabot Bible.com

____Psalm Reading: Psalm 98
What “marvelous things” do Christians have to celebrate?
Why does the Lord do these marvelous things according
to this passage vv2-3? In what situations might a person
“shout for joy”? When was the last time you felt like this?
How would you explain to a non-Christian the reasons
that we sing in church? Are these reasons reflected in (a)
our practice as a church, and (b) your attitude as an
individual in church? Do you yearn for the outcomes
mentioned in v9 with the same joy and anticipation? How
should this be reflected in our prayer lives? What might
stop us from sharing this joy? Springwood Anglican Church

Praying Toward Sunday
Whether you are a good singer or not; whether
you can read notes and sing in a choir or whether
you can’t carry a tune…the Lord wants to hear
you singing a new song of thanks and praise to
him as the one who has marvelously saved you!
Lord, you have provided us with the words of a
new and marvelous song through the life, death
and resurrection of our Lord Jesus. Help us to
sing your praise with joy and thanksgiving all the
days of our lives. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
WELS.com

I don’t know about tomorrow, Nor
what coming days will bring; But I know
my Lord is with me, And His praise my
heart will sing. —Fitzhugh

____3rd Reading: 1 John 5:1-6
Why is obedience to God's commandments not
burdensome for Christians? How then can we explain the
struggle we sometimes have to obey? Reflect for a
moment on the two major characteristics of the world
described earlier (see 2:15-17; 4:1-6). What then does it
mean for us to "overcome the world?” The heretics of
John's day taught that the divine Christ descended on
Jesus at his baptism but left before his death. What is
wrong with this view? What evidence of the victory over
the world do you see in your life? Quiet Time Bible Study,
InterVarsity Press

We all long for heaven where God is, but
we have it in our power to be in heaven
with Him at this very moment. But being
happy with Him now means:
Loving as He loves,
Helping as He helps,
Giving as He gives,
Serving as He serves,
Rescuing as He rescues,
Being with Him twenty-four hours,
Touching Him in his distressing disguise.
-Mother Teresa of Calcutta 1910-1997

____4th Reading: John 15:9-17
What are all of the commands that Christ gives His
disciples in this passage? According to verse 10, how do
we remain in His love? According to verse 14, what is
the proof that we are Christ’s friends? How important is
obedience in the life of a believer? What reason does
Jesus give for calling His disciples friends? According to
this passage, who made the Father known to the
disciples? Could they know God on their own? Why did
Christ choose and appoint His disciples? Do you think it
is possible for someone to fulfill Christ’s commands in
this passage apart from God’s power? Why or why not?
Cross Point Church

