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Thoughts, readings and reflections based on this week’s lectionary readings

July 26, 2015
Proper 12B/Ordinary 17B/Pentecost 9
The readings this week:
◦ 2 Samuel 11:1-15 ◦ Psalm 14
◦ Ephesians 3:14-21 ◦ John 6:1-21
Click here to read this week’s Scriptures

Got Bread?
If I have a besetting obsession, and I have quite a
few, then it is the obsession that there will not be
enough.
I am not one of those organized householders who
never enter a supermarket without having first
written a list of what they need to buy. I tend to find
myself in the aisles and then wondering what it is I
need to get for the home.
So it was a few
months back
that each time I
was shopping I
convinced myself
that I needed to get
dishwashing liquid,
only to get home
and discover that I
had enough. In fact, thanks to my obsessing, I now
have six bottles of dishwashing liquid patiently
waiting on the shelf.

“...when Jesus is
present there
will be
nourishment
for all.”

The miracle of the feeding of the five thousand is a
miracle that addresses our fears of paucity and
penury.
The bottom line of the miracle is that there is always
enough.
We all know the angle on this passage made famous
by that great commentator William Barclay. Barclay
suggested that the miracle may be simply explained
as the crowd, seeing the generosity and trust of the
small lad sharing his lunch, themselves being moved
to pool their resources to the point of abundance and
twelve baskets of leftovers. (One for every tribe of
Israel).
Barclay may not be correct, but however the miracle
worked on a material level a few things are clear.





Firstly, when Jesus is present there will be
nourishment for all.
Secondly, simple trust and Eucharistic
celebration (took, thanked, broke, gave) are key
to communal kingdom living.
Thirdly, the divine providence is profligate.
There are leftovers.

Will there be enough?

It doesn’t really
matter if it is
dinner,
dishwashing
liquid or pension
funds.

Every year I receive a printout from my pension
fund. It is a simple spreadsheet that shows what my
pension will be if I retire at a certain age. Of course
the longer I keep working the higher pension will
be.

For lilies and
sparrows, crowds
or individuals,
God caters for our
every need.

When I studied the table last year I extrapolated that
if I could keep working till I was 98 years old I
could retire as a wealthy man!

~ Peter Woods, The
Listening Hermit

It isn’t just soap that can get me obsessing about not
having enough. I can do that with just about
anything from pencils to my pension fund.

Will there be enough?

Reflecting on the Word
____1st Reading: 2 Samuel 11:1-15
When have you failed to be honest with God about sin in
your life? If you have not yet done so, confess that sin to
God. Sin often begins with a series of temptations, each
one leading to the next. What steps led to David's sin with
Bathsheba? At each stage of his temptation, what might
David have done to keep from taking the next step?
What plan does David devise to cover up his sin? How
does Uriah thwart David's plan—at least initially? When
deceit fails to work, how does David's plan become
vicious? What other people does David draw into the
wake of his sin? From this chapter, how would you
explain what led "a man after God's own heart" to commit
adultery and murder? At what point does a temptation
become sin? Why are we tempted to cover up our sins
rather than confess them? In what specific ways is
David's experience a warning to you? Quiet Time Bible

In a crowd of 5000 plus, I wonder how many even
recognized the miracle that was happening right
before their eyes. For all their enjoyment of the
simple and plentiful meal before them, they may
hardly have noticed where it came from. I imagine
this is also often true of me, that I don't have the
viewpoint to recognize the gifts that are right in
front of me. And I wonder how I might become more
adept at recognizing and more consciously receiving
and celebrating those gifts. What do you think?
From On Barbeque Grills and a Boy’s Lunch,
Rev. Dr. Jan H. Hunt

Study InterVarsity Press

____Psalm Reading: Psalm 14
Knowing there is a God and living like there is a God are
two entirely different things. Psalm 14 describes the
foolish life and they are characterized by what they do not
do. In contrast, describe the wise life of the Christian.
Why do Christians stop seeking the Lord? God wants us
to seek Him because He wants to speak to us. He speaks
to us primarily and most consistently through His Word.
What is the distinction between logos (written word) and
rhema (spoken word)? How might our approach to God
be off if we only look to understand and study the logos
and leave no room for rhema? Pastor Ray Choi

Praying Toward Sunday
Sustainer of the hungry,
like a mother you long to feed your children
until each is satisfied.
Turn our eyes to you alone,
that, aware of our own deepest longings,
we will reach out with Christ
to feed others with the miracle of your love.
Amen.
Revised Common Lectionary Prayers copyright © 2002

____3rd Reading: Ephesians 3:14-21
What does it mean for Christ to dwell in our hearts? What
does it mean for the Holy Spirit to strengthen us? What
do you picture when you hear words like boundless,
fullness, surpassing measure or immeasurable, and
magnitude? What does that tell you about how much
Jesus loves us? About how much He loves you? What
does it mean to live for God’s glory? How does that play
out in day-to-day life? God is described as “able to do
immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine.” How
would the Ephesians have been struck by this? If God is
truly able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or
imagine, how does that impact your thoughts and
prayers? Life Together Churches
____4th Reading: John 6:1-21
Why does Jesus try to get the disciples to own the task of
feeding the crowds? Why would you prepare for a
miracle if you don't think it would happen? How ready is
your congregation to see miracles take place? What
impression do you think this is making on the disciples as
they work hard during the ongoing miracle? Why does
Jesus have his disciples pick up the left-over pieces?
What does this have to do with his attitude towards
waste? What does it have to do with his teaching the
disciples about abundance? What would have happened
to God's plan of redemption if Jesus hadn't retreated to
the hills on this occasion? Why must we resist giving in
to people’s plans for our lives? Jesus Walk

