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Thoughts, readings and reflections based on this week’s lectionary readings

January 26, 2014
The Third Sunday after Epiphany, Year A
The readings this week:
◦ Isaiah 9:1-4 ◦ Psalm 27:1, 4-9
◦ 1 Corinthians 1:10-19 ◦ Matthew 4:12-23
Click here to read this week’s Scriptures

Shocking Hospitality, by John van de Laar
The key to choosing a home, so I’m told by those in the
know, is “location, location, location!” Location is an
important part of the life we build for ourselves. Where
we choose to live affects how we are viewed by others
(which “side of the tracks” do we come from?). Where
we choose to live affects the people we will rub
shoulders with, and with whom we will automatically
be identified. Where we choose to live impacts the kind
of life we can create – whether we have space and
beauty, peace and silence, or whether we have to
endure cramped space, or a noisy atmosphere.
Inevitably the spaces that are usually considered the
“best” are claimed by the wealthy and what remains
must be shared by those who cannot afford the
privilege of breathtaking vistas and respectable distance
from neighbours. In this sense, where we live is only a
choice for those with at least some ability to move
around.
This is what makes this week’s gospel reading so
fascinating. Jesus was able to choose. On their return
from Egypt Jesus’ family chose to live in Nazareth.
However, at the start of his ministry, Jesus makes a
different choice. He settles in Capernaum, and this
becomes his home base. It may be that he chose to do
this in response to the persecution he suffered in
Nazareth, or in order to prevent reaching a similar fate
to his recently arrested
cousin, John the
Baptist. Whatever the
reason for his leaving,
there must have been
very different reasons
for where he ended up.
The Gospel of
Matthew makes it very
clear that Jesus settled
in “Capernaum, beside
the Sea of Galilee, in
the region of Zebulun
and Naphtali”. In the
Isaiah prophecy that

the Gospel writer quotes, this region is referred to as
“Galilee of the Gentiles” – and here is the clue to the
significance of this location. This region of Capernaum –
the region of the two tribes Zebulun and Naphtali – was,
it has been suggested, the place where the Assyrian
occupation most impacted the people of Israel. Israelite
people had been exiled from this region and many
Gentile people were imported into the region by the
Assyrians. This meant that it was a place inhabited by
Jews, Gentiles and the Samaritan descendants of
intermarriage. At the time of Jesus, though, it was a place
where these groups lived together quite amicably. It was
also situated on one of the busiest and most important
trade routes, connecting the resident merchants with the
rest of the world.
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would make it very
clear. The ministry
was to reach not just Jew, but all people. It would have
impact not just for Israel, but for the world. God’s reign
had come, and it was open for all comers – those of the
chosen race, AND those who were hated outcasts and
Gentile occupiers of the Holy Land.
Capernaum offered Jesus its hospitality – it became a
home for him. But, far more than this, Jesus, by settling
in Capernaum, offered the hospitality of God to the
world. He preached the available reign of God, and then
he began recruiting disciples – those who would become
members of an alternative community in which this
shocking hospitality is lived out and revealed in all of its
messy, difficult glory. This is how it started – and I can
think of no good reason to believe that anything has
changed in Jesus’ agenda. If I am going to call myself a
disciple, I am going to have to take seriously the
shocking locations in which the reign of God is to be
manifested and lived out. But here’s the good news. If
Jesus offers hospitality to the world, then he also offers it
to me. I can find a home in the reign of God, if I am
willing to live beside neighbours who are different to me,
who might offend or shock me. Even in the spiritual life,
the question of location is a challenging one! Sacrredise

Reflecting on the Word
____1st Reading: Isaiah 9:1-4

Go through verses 1-4 and circle all of the words that
speak of darkness or pain. Next highlight or
underline all the words that speak of promise: 9:1
spoke about glory; 9:2 about light. What about 9:3?
What are the key words in 9:1, 2 and 3 that suggest
this? Describe a time when a promise meant a lot to
you. Do you get easily discouraged? Consider if
your discouragement is related to forgetting the
promises of God. Journal your thoughts. Biblical
Foundations

____Psalm Reading: Psalm 27:1, 4-9

What does David mean when he says the Lord is his
“light”? How is the Lord David’s “salvation” and
“stronghold”? Why are these characteristics of God
so important to David? What difference do these
characteristics of God have on David’s perspective
of his current situation? What are the greatest
sources of fear in your life? What is your normal
pattern for responding to these fears? How does the
fact that the Lord is your “light”, “salvation” and
“stronghold” help you respond to these fears? In
what ways have you previously experienced the Lord
as your “light”, “salvation” or “stronghold”? Study the
Text

____3rd Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:10-18

What problem does Paul describe in this passage?
How do you think the problem may have arisen?
Why do you think cliques had formed around Paul,
Apollos and Cephas? How did Paul conduct himself
in Corinth to avoid, if possible, the problem of a
personality clique? Do you think this can still be a
problem in churches today? How can we always
work towards unity in our own congregation? Quiet
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Praying Toward Sunday
The sacred call is transformative. It is an
invitation to our souls, a mysterious voice
reverberating within, a tug on our hearts that
can neither be ignored nor denied. It contains,
by definition, the purest message and promise
of essential freedom. It touches us at the
center of our awareness. When such a call
occurs and we hear it - really hear it - our
shift to a higher consciousness is assured.

-David A. Cooper
Parabola Magazine, The Call, Spring 1994

Catch of the Day,

Jan Richardson, The Painted Prayerbook

We know what happens to fish once they’re caught. And
so how do we avoid wondering what the outcome of our
fishing—or of our being netted—will be? How not to
think of Christ standing at a white enameled table, his
blade poised over the day’s catch? Or of ourselves,
helpless beneath the gutting knife?
Though following after Christ will bring its perils and
parings, and the gleam of the knife casts its presence yet
across this passage, the knife does not have the final
word. As this lection begins with words of hope, so does
it end. Opening with Jesus’ quotation of Isaiah’s
stunning words about light and life coming to those who
have sat in darkness and death, the passage closes by
telling of how he “went throughout Galilee, teaching in
their synagogues and proclaiming the good news of the
kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness
among the people.” It is for life, finally, that Christ
gathers us up; it is for wholeness that he sends us out.
Where does this week’s gospel leave you? What draws
you to Christ? What sustenance do you find with him?
Are there times you feel like you’re under the
fisherman’s knife, and what do you do with this? As you
contemplate Christ’s own call to you, in your own
specific context and vocation, what images arise for
you? What symbols capture the life and wholeness that
Christ desires for us—for you?
____4th Reading: Matthew 4:12-23

If we are to fish for people, what kind of bait should
we use to attract people? The fishermen of the first
century didn’t use bait – they used nets and dragged
their catch to shore. Perhaps it isn’t so bad for
parents to “drag” their children to church. Should
we try to “drag” more people into the church,
whether they want to come or not? Put up
roadblocks in the street and force people into the
parking lot? Our task is to share a faith that is
exciting enough to be contagious. Does your faith
approach that degree of excitement? What
motivates you to change? Fear? Discomfort?
Desire? Attractiveness? A prerequisite for change is
an awareness of what it is that we fear, feel
uncomfortable about, or desire and are attracted to.
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