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Thoughts, readings and reflections
based on this week’s lectionary readings

January 18, 2015
Second Sunday after the Epiphany
The readings this week:
◦ 2 Samuel 3:1-10, (11-20) ◦ Psalm 139: 1-6, 13-18
◦ 1 Corinthians 6:12-20 ◦ John 1:43-51
Click here to read this week’s Scriptures

Leaving the Shadows
Nazareth wasn’t a good place to put on your Curriculum
Vitae as your place of origin. In fact if there was
Facebook back then, you wouldn’t acknowledge that you
were from there on any social media. Nazareth was a
dump.
It didn’t feature in any Old Testament prophecies. No
great personage had come from there. It wasn’t the seat
of any power and no great families hailed from Nazareth.
It was a simple backwater town. No great schools,
colleges, universities.
There was nothing. Nazareth was nowhere.
Jesus came from Nazareth.
Despite the setbacks of being from there, the Nazarene
Jesus had insight and intuition that the best family,
geography and education cannot give. He knew people,
their nature, their motivation and their desires. That is
what drew him to Nathanael as he saw him standing
under the fig tree.
Standing under your own fig tree is a symbol of comfort
and blessing in the language of the Old Testament. Again
and again the prophets used the image to evoke feelings
of longing for peace and consolation. To be under your
fig tree was to be home and arrived. Nathanael was
standing in that space.
Strangely, there is a restlessness
in the human spirit that is not
satisfied with the shade of our
own particular circumstance. A
longing and a yearning for
more. Was it this that Jesus
sensed in Nathanael? Did he see
in the shaded man, something
restless wanting to grow?
Nathanael wasn’t impressed
with Jesus. “Can anything good
come out of Nazareth?”
Prejudice and arrogance make

us so unteachable. I came across a lovely definition of a
heretic the other day. It defined a heretic as someone who
is unteachable. Nathanael was bordering on heresy.
It was Philip who cut through Nathanael’s cynicism about
Nazareans, “Come and see.” The most simple and
effective of evangelistic invitations. It is the beginning of
growth and liberation. “Come and see“. It seems that it is
not enough to stand afar off in our comfort zones and
formulate opinions from a distance. We have to “Come
and see“. That is what changes our lives.
Jesus finds Nathanael right where he is in his comfortable,
fig tree shadow, the place of his prejudiced opinions, and
then Jesus leads him on to greater adventures.
He tells Nathanael he will see heaven opened and angels
ascending and descending. Jesus is referring to Jacob
who experienced a dream where he saw what Jesus is
describing to Nathanael. Jacob saw the angels ascending
and descending as Jesus describes. On awaking from his
dream Jacob named the place Bethel and said, ‘Surely the
Lord is in this place and I did not know it! How awesome
is this place! This is none other than the house of God,
and this is the gate of heaven.’
By all accounts it would seem Nathanael never did see
what Jacob saw. Instead he saw the Nazarean Jesus,
whom he followed; despised, rejected, crucified and
utterly destroyed. It wasn’t much of a dream! It was a
nightmare!
The next and only time we hear of Nathanael, after his
meeting with Jesus under the fig tree, is on the shore of
the Sea of Galilee in one of those mysterious post
resurrection events.
I wonder if Nathanael remembered, as he stood there in
the presence of the crucified and risen one, the words he
heard those three adventurous years ago, “You will see
greater things than these.”
Nathanael sure had.
Perhaps if we will get out from under the shade of our
own prejudiced opinions, we may see greater things too?
Peter Woods, The Listening Hermit

Reflecting on the Word
____1st Reading: 2 Samuel 3:1-10, (11-20)
How have you heard God speak to you? Why do you
think Samuel has difficulty discerning God's voice from
Eli's? What do you think Samuel thought and felt as he
listened to Eli and then returned to his bed? Why is the
attitude "Speak, for your servant is listening" so important
in order to hear from God? How does Samuel's openness
to hear from God compare with yours? When are you
most tempted to hide God's word from others? What is
the greatest obstacle that prevents you from hearing God's
voice? Quiet Time Bible Study, InterVarsity Press

Praying Toward Sunday
Jesus asked them,
“What are you looking for?”
Something.
They weren’t sure what.
So they answered with a question:
“Where are you staying?”
“Come and see.”

____Psalm Reading: Psalm 139: 1-6, 13-18
Do you think of yourself as God's artwork, his
masterpiece? Why or why not? Ask God to help you see
yourself through his eyes. According to the psalmist,
what specific things does the Lord know about us? What
words are used to describe God's activity and artistry in
making us? How do you hide your true self from God?
When do you hide your true self from others? How does
this psalm help you to feel more loved and valued by
God? Quiet Time Bible Study, InterVarsity Press

They went.
The place was run of the mill.
But they stayed with him
And they found all they had been seeking.
Christ, take us to that place.
We want to spend time with you.

Make the dullness of our lives shine.

The Center for Liturgy

The voice of God can be anywhere, in any
guise. It isn’t thunder and lightening or
extraordinary psychic happenings that
connect a person to God. Rather, it is the

____3rd Reading: 1 Corinthians 6:12-20

willingness to listen, to trust and obey,
that makes the Lord known.
~ Eleonore Stump

List two responses Paul gives to the idea all things are
lawful. Explain "Food is meant for the stomach and the
stomach for food." Who ultimately controls the body and
the food? What is the body for, and what will God do to
the body? In what sense are our bodies’ members of
Christ? What passage is quoted in v16, and what does it
teach? What relationship do we have with the Lord
according to v17? What is the connection between the
Holy Spirit and the body? What price was paid for our
bodies? How can they glorify God? David E. Pratte
____4th Reading: John 1:43-51

Psalm 139, Diana Downing

What is Philip’s response to Jesus command? How does
this encourage you? What does Jesus mean when he says,
“Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no
deceit!”? Compare the words of Philip in verse 45 to
those of Nathanael in verse 49. What is significant about
the different titles? What Old Testament text would verse
51 have brought to mind for Nathanael? How is Jesus the
“true ladder” between heaven and earth? Providence
Church

