First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ)

Thoughts, readings and reflections based on this week’s lectionary readings

February 2, 2014
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany , Year A
The readings this week:
◦ Micah 6:1-8 ◦ Psalm 15
◦ 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 ◦ Matthew 5:1-12
Click here to read this week’s Scriptures

Encountering God
Following on from last week, the Lectionary this
week explores the interconnectedness of our
intimacy with God and our lives lived in justice
and mercy. It also begins a short Epiphany journey
through the Sermon on the Mount. Without a lived
expression of our intimacy with God, our faith is
little more than platitudes and dreams. But, in a
challenging call this week, the Scriptures
demonstrate how we find God in the poorest, the
weakest and the most vulnerable among us, and
how as we work for justice and mercy, we
participate in God’s reign and God’s life. There
is no division between justice and worship,
between ministry and liturgy, in the Gospel. And
so we are called to embrace a vibrant relationship
with God that is manifest and experienced in a
vibrant interaction with the world.
May we find God not just in our sanctuaries this
week, but also in the world we enter into as we live
through the week.
This week we get a glimpse into God’s longings
and the ‘workings’ of God’s heart. God longs for
us to know God and be in intimate relationship
with God – as shown by Micah’s challenge and the
Psalmist’s question, by Paul’s reflection and Jesus’
teaching – all of which show us God’s longing to
have us in God’s presence (Psalm 15), to bless us
(Matthew), to be walking with us (Micah), and to
be known by us (Corinthians). But, what also
stands out is that knowing and being in
relationship with God is not done in ways that
make sense from a human perspective –
individualist spirituality, self-protection and using
material gain, personal satisfaction, power and
human wisdom as measures of God’s blessing.
Rather, God is known and encountered in our
following of Christ into different values, different

interactions with others and different ways of being
in the world. Sacrifice, justice, compassion and
integrity – these
are the
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Christ and the
places in which we discover God’s presence and
blessing. It’s time – these verses seem to say – that
we move away from the dualistic spirituality that
makes worship and social action separate, that
makes God’s presence and the work of justice
separate and that leaves us hoping for evacuation to
another world, while this world suffers and dies. It
is time that our worship leads us into lives of justice
and transformation, and that it teaches us to
encounter God in the least and most vulnerable in
our world. Sacredise.com

Praying Toward Sunday
O God, this world is a place of your activity, a
place where your light shines. But there are
barren places, too. There are places where your
image, which once shined like the sun, is
obscured and eclipsed by those you created.
War, hatred, and fear make deserts in your
world; but so do our neglect, ignorance, and
complacency. Though you came to bring light,
we often sit in darkness; though you came to
give life, we often walk in the shadow of death.
We hear your call to the deserts of this world.
Help us to answer. Show us how to seek you in
the forgotten places.
We pray to you, Father, through Jesus the Christ,
in the power of your Spirit. Amen.
The Finkenwalde Project, Robert B. Kruschwitz

Reflecting on the Word

Contemporary Justice and Child
Shimin, Symeon, 1902-

____1st Reading: Micah 6:1-8
There are three speakers in this passage: God (plaintiff),
the prophet (God’s attorney), and Israel (defendant). Who
speaks in each of these sections: Verses 1-2? Verses 3-5?
Verses 6-7? Verse 8? What titles would you give to each
section? How would you describe God’s basic charge
against the people? Where does God state what he has
done for the people? If the people have betrayed their
relationship with God, what solution do they propose in
verse 7? What progress do you detect from 7ab to 7cd?
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 15

What must a person do to be worthy to approach the Lord
("dwell in your sanctuary") (vv. 2-5)? What, according to
this psalm, keeps a person from being shaken? What
would it be like to live "on the holy hill" of the Lord?
When is it hard to keep a promise (v. 4)? How might this
psalm help you to make specific choices for honesty in
your dealings with other people? What forms of selfdiscipline would you recommend to someone who wanted
to become more truthful? What help in being honest do
you need? Quiet Time Bible Study, Intervarsity Press

____3rd Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31

here and now
...That is to say that the Beatitudes are not
promises of future happiness; they are
congratulations on present bliss. They are
not statements and prophecies of what is
one day going to happen to the Christian in
some other world; they are affirmations of
the bliss into which the Christian can enter
even here and now. This is not to say that
this bliss will not reach its perfection and its
completion, when some day the Christian
enters into the nearer presence of his Lord;
but it is to say that even here and now the
foretaste and the experience of that bliss is
meant to be part of the Christian life.
-William Barkclay 1907-1978
The Beatitudes and the Lord's Prayer for Everyman

If 1:10 states a main purpose of 1 Corinthians, how do
you think 1:18-31 develops that purpose? Who are those
“perishing” and those “being saved” in verse 18? Why
do you think Paul uses the progressive tense in verse 18,
saying “being saved,” to describe believers instead of
simply “saved”? Verse 19 quotes Isaiah 29:14. Read
Isaiah 29:13-14. Who spoke this verse? Who are the
“wise” in that verse? Who are the “wise” people in
Paul’s mind? What kind of wisdom does Paul criticize
here? Do you think that he downplays intelligence, or
has he something else in mind? Why would “Christ
crucified” be an offense to both Jew and Gentile? (Clue:
Consider who was usually executed this way.)
____4th Reading: Matthew 5:1-12
Briefly, skim chapters 5 – 7 of Matthew. What is this
section usually called? What are some of its themes?
How would you describe it in a few words? Compare
this passage with Luke 6:21-24. What are some
similarities and differences between the two passages?
“Blessed” can also be translated as “Happy is the one
who…” What difference in tone or accent do you find
between these two translations? How does the second
clause of each beatitude help interpret “blessed”? Do
you think “poor” has an economic or a spiritual
meaning? (Clue: Check Psalm 34:4-6; compare Matthew
5:3 and Luke 6:20b.) “Meek” often confuses people.
Numbers 12:3 may interpret this word. So might
Matthew 5: 39-42. Check both references. How do they
help you understand “meek”?

