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Thoughts, readings and reflections based on this week’s lectionary readings

April 6, 2014
Fifth Week of Lent, Year A
The readings this week:
◦ Ezekiel 37:1-14 ◦ Psalm 130
◦ Romans 8:6-11 ◦ John 11:1-45
Click here to read this week’s Scriptures
The Cost of Living
If you had the capacity to give life to someone, to enable
them to live more fully, more vibrantly, more
meaningfully – to discover what it means to be truly alive
– would you do it, if you doing so would cost you your
own life?
Perhaps some of the most easily quoted – but most
difficult to apply – words of Christ are found in John
15:13: “There is no greater love than to lay down one’s
life for one’s friends”. These were not just words for
Jesus. As he received word that his friend Lazarus was
sick to death, he must have realized that the time had
come when he would be required to live these words,
even though he was yet to share them with his
disciples. Lazarus was dying, but, as the weight of
the moment settled on Jesus, he could not yet go to him.
Perhaps Jesus was weighing the cost of what he was about
to do. Perhaps this was a ‘little Gethsemane’ for Jesus – a
time when he was faced with a choice. He could ignore the
whole thing, grieve with the sisters and then go on his
way, knowing that he could probably escape the
inevitable. Or, he could give life back to Lazarus, knowing
that it would be the very act that would seal his own death.
In John’s Gospel it is clear that the raising of Lazarus was
the moment that the religious leaders decided that Jesus
had to die. Perhaps Jesus was searching his own heart to
know whether he loved Lazarus enough to lay down his
life for him. Perhaps his tears at the tomb, which caused
bystanders to remark on how Jesus had loved Lazarus
were not just for Mary and Martha, but for himself, and for
what he was about to set in motion. Perhaps this was the
moment he actually let go, and laid down his life.
For Martha, in a less dramatic way, a similar thing was
happening. Jesus had not come, and her brother had died.
She had likely lost everything – a woman without a man to
protect her was vulnerable in those days and in that
culture. In her grief she must have had a host of questions,
of accusations, of doubts. If ever there was a legitimate
reason for someone to turn their back on Jesus, this was it.
Yet, Martha lays down her grief, her doubts and her anger,
and even as she questions Jesus, she makes a new
commitment to him. She affirms that she still believes God
will give Jesus whatever he asks – although she clearly
didn’t expect him to ask for her brother to be raised. Then,

when he proclaims himself to be “the resurrection and the
life,” Jesus pointedly asks Martha if she believes.
In the context of John’s Gospel, this is a powerful
moment. Throughout the events that John has described up
to this point there has been a recurring theme – will people
believe in the miracles, or will they believe in the man?
Now Martha has no miracle to draw on. Her brother is
dead, and the one person who could have stopped it
arrived too late. And now he asks her if she believes in
him and the life he can bring. It’s a crisis moment for her.
It’s a moment of choice, and of sacrifice. As she answers
in the affirmative she lays down her anger at Jesus, she
gives up her need for answers and guarantees, and she
simply lets go – letting herself fall into a faith that offers
no certainty and no promise of comfort. And in this
moment, she gives up her need for life in order to
encourage, to affirm and to give life, through her
commitment, to Jesus.
Perhaps what we most learn from this story, at least in the
light of the questions raised here, is that life always comes
at a cost. To bring life to others costs us something of our
own life. To trust another costs us something of our
independence and our right to question and accuse. To
take life up and embrace it fully, costs us something of our
freedom to spend it on frivolity and meaninglessness. The
question is how wiling we are to pay the price.
Read the complete article by John van de Laar on Sacredise

Praying Toward Sunday
Breathe into our humanity, loving God, that
we may fully live.
Please breathe your Spirit in our brains, that
our decision making may be pure and wise.
Breathe your Spirit on our lips, that our
speech may witness to life and light and holy
joy.
Breathe your Spirit on our hands, that in
their busyness they may serve you before all
else.
Breathe your Spirit on our feet, that we may
tread this earth with gentleness and respect.
Through Christ Jesus, our Saviour. Amen!
Bruce Prewer

Reflecting on the Word
____1st Reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14
What anxiety do you have about your future days and
years? Pause to voice your fears to God. It appears that
Ezekiel has the knowledge that God could resurrect his
people, but not faith to believe God will do it. Why is it
important for Ezekiel to be asked to speak to the dead
bones? What hope does this vision give for Christians
today who, viewing the state of the church, say, "Our
bones are dried up and our hope is gone?” For a host of
skeletons to be turned into an effective army, God must
work a miracle. Note the crucial role played by the
prophet in the future of God's people. How could
preaching and prayer on the part of the church today be
part of our renewal process? Quiet Time Bible Study,

Ultimately every person will need to make a choice.
Will we seek to avoid the cost of life, and give
ourselves to shallow, cheap imitations? Or will we
have the courage to take hold of life with all we
have, paying the high, but well-warranted, price to
take it up and to give it to others wherever we can?
Vision of Ezekiel . Collantes, Francisco, 1599-1656

InterVarsity Press

____Psalm Reading: Psalm 130
How would you describe the experience of hope? How
would you describe the experience of hopelessness? The
psalm begins with a cry to the Lord from "out of the
depths.”. What pictures come to mind as you read this
phrase? The psalmist's distress seems to be related to a
struggle with guilt. How can guilt lead to hopelessness?
Verses 3 and 4 tell us that God forgives. How does the
promise of forgiveness contribute to hope? Verse 5 says,
"I wait,. . . my soul waits." What is the relationship
between waiting and hope? The psalmist then uses the
metaphor of watchmen to describe the experience of
hope. What does he convey with this image? What
reasons does the psalmist give for hoping in the Lord?
What area of life is it difficult for you to be hopeful
about? What reasons do you have for hoping in the Lord?

____3rd Reading: Romans 8:6-11

Quiet Time Bible Study, InterVarsity Press

Psalm 130:5-6 “I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and
in His word I hope; my soul waits for the Lord more than
watchmen for the morning, more than watchmen for the
morning.”
We need to somehow keep part of our day clear for us to
wait for the Lord. So oftentimes we go charging on
ahead down the path of life neglecting the fact that our
guide, the only one who knows where we are going, is
now behind us. He knows the dangers and the traps in the
road and we don't. We just get in such a hurry to get
there that we get impatient and think that we can hurry
up our Leader if we just charge ahead. We forget how
many times He has taken this road and how well He
knows it. He holds back for a reason. He knows us better
than we know ourselves and we must wait for Him to
lead us and show us the way. Often times when we do so,
we find that He is constantly showing us some of the
wonders on the path. He wants to show us the robin's
eggs hatching over in that tree, or the fox and her pups
basking in the sunlight in that glade. He wants to show
us the beauty of the sunlight rippling over the waterfall
just over there, and to let us smell the sweet honeysuckle
at this place. The Busy Soul Must Wait

Paul divides all of humanity into two categories: those
who live according to the sinful nature and those who
live according to the Spirit. In your own words, what are
some characteristics of each group? There are many
professing Christians whose lives seem very different
from Paul's description of life in the Spirit. How do you
think Paul would account for this fact? What evidence
do you see of your life being controlled by the Spirit?
Quiet Time Bible Study, InterVarsity Press

____4th Reading: John 11:1-45
When is it difficult for you to feel that God is with you?
Talk to God about your feelings of abandonment. How
can we resolve the apparent conflict between Jesus’ love
for Lazarus and his deliberate delay in helping him?
What additional insight into God's purposes can we gain
from Jesus’ statement in verse 15? What elements of
doubt and faith do you see in Martha's statements to
Jesus? How should Christ's statement in verses 25-26
radically alter our views of life and death? Why do you
think John emphasizes that Jesus was deeply moved by
Mary's grief and the anguish of those with her? How can
those verses help us when we feel abandoned by God in
a time of great need? Quiet Time Bible Study, InterVarsity
Press
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A few extras to help focus on the season of Lent

March 30-April 5, 2014
Fourth Week of Lent

How You can love me, loving Father—
You who are the storehouse of all good—
how You can love me, a stack of flaws and failings,
I struggle to know.
Yet in all my days, You have run to hug me
every time I turn away from my selfishness.
Patient Father, I beg that my sin
be like dirt on my skin
to wash away with clean repentance.
Never let sin poison the marrow of my heart,
which I hold out to You in the bright hope
that You have loved it from the start and all along.
Amen.
IgnatianSpirituality.com

A note a day
Each day of Lent, through prayer, a name
surfaces of a person who has had an impact
on my life in some way. I then take the time
to write a handwritten note to that person. I
have been amazed at the people that have
surfaced: from my 3rd grade teacher; to a
cousin; to a priest; to a high school student
who had written me a note after a
presentation I gave at her school. I send the
notes without the expectation of a response.
Yet, I have received several emails and notes
stating how much it meant to the person.
Life is too short —we see that with Jesus—
but, we have the opportunity to share our
thoughts with those who have made an
impact (some don’t even know it, until they
receive the note). This embodies the idea of
Lent: prayer—praying for a specific person
each day; fasting—fasting from negative
thoughts; and almsgiving—sending a note
with affirmations is a great gift to give.
Suzanne, NY , Loyola Press

40 Notes in 40 Days
Cultivating
Relationships
through Lent

For 40 days (take Sunday’s off, there is no mail anyway,)
write a note to someone in your life. Included in the STS
each week will be a list of suggestions. Pray for the
person you want to write to first, then write a note. You
can tell them what you’re doing. You can tell them why
you thought of them. Or, you can keep it a secret, and
keep it as simple as, “I was just thinking of you. I said a
prayer for you today, and I hope you are doing well.”

This week write a note to someone who….
March 30
March 31
April 1
April 2
April 3
April 4

makes you smile
you are proud of
walks to the beat of
their own drummer
is really smart
taught you
you’ve known for as
long as you can
remember

If you try it, and want to share experiences with us, send
an email to faithformation@fccpuyallup.com. You can
also go to the Facebook page and share on our wall at
Faith Connections and Conversations.

Visio divina - A Lenten journey
The Saint John’s Bible, Seeing The Word
Week 5 - “Raising of Lazarus”
Visio divina (divine seeing) is a form of practice
where one prays with art or other visual media.
When accompanied with lectio divina (divine
reading), it can be a powerful connecting experience
and a way to go deeper into scripture by using all
your senses. During this Lenten season, spend time
each day in the word. Pray and ruminate, allowing
thoughts, images, and questions to open up a
dialogue with God.

04.01.14 SEEING
Return to God’s word for the purpose of “hearing
and seeing” Christ in the text. Fix your gaze on the
illumination. Ask God to open the eyes of your heart
and enable you to see what God wants you to see.

03.30.14 LISTENING
Read the text below, preferably aloud. As you hear
the word, “listen with the ear of your heart” for a
word or small phrase that God has for you this
day.
John 11:17, 20-27
“Raising of Lazarus,” St John’s Bible

When Jesus arrived, he found that
Lazarus had already been in the tomb
four days…When Martha heard that
Jesus was coming, she went and met
him, while Mary stayed at
home. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if
you had been here, my brother would
not have died. But even now I know
that God will give you whatever you
ask of him.” Jesus said to her, “Your
brother will rise again.” Martha said
to him, “I know that he will rise again
in the resurrection on the last
day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the
resurrection and the life. Those who
believe in me, even though they die,
will live, and everyone who lives and
believes in me will never die. Do you
believe this?” She
said to him, “Yes,
Lord, I believe that
you are the Messiah,
the Son of God, the
one coming into the
world.”
03.31.14 MEDITATING
Ruminate on the word you were drawn to in
yesterday’s scripture passage. What does the word or
phrase you have chosen mean to you today?

04.02.14 PRAYING
Pray to God, allowing for the transformation of your
being and feelings. Give to God what you have
found in your heart.
04.03.14 CONTEMPLATING
Notice the transforming presence of God within you.
Let go of words and images. Surrender all that is
stirring, even if only briefly, and rest for a few
minutes in God’s embrace.

04.04.14 BECOMING CHRIST-LIKE
God’s word. Allow it to transform you. Notice how
your faith is being deepened and your way of life
motivated. What challenge is posed to you?

