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Thoughts, readings and reflections based on this week’s lectionary readings

April 20, 2014
Easter Sunday, Year A
The readings this week:
◦ Jeremiah 31:1-6 ◦ Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
◦ Colossians 3:1-4 ◦ Matthew 28:1-10
Click here to read this week’s Scriptures

Celebrating Resurrection
Resurrection doesn't come easy for many of us.
Frankly, many of us find it difficult to celebrate life
these days. Holy Saturday, the time of uncertainty and
waiting, the experience of provisionality and suspense,
seems a far more realistic assessment of the human and
cosmic condition. Even devout Christians, reflecting on
Easter Sunday, struggle for a realistic and lifetransforming message to affirm. Jesus' resurrection
changed everything, yet the world remained the same.
Resurrection does not deny the tragedies and injustices
of life, but places them in a larger and more hopeful
context. In the spirit of the prophet Jeremiah,
resurrection gives us a future and a hope.
Resurrection changes lives. Yes, the fearful became
faithful, and then go out into the world sharing the good
news, "Christ is alive." For the women and men who
first experienced resurrection, their teacher transformed
their lives before and after the crucifixion. But, the post
-resurrection Jesus was more than they could imagine
or hope for. Death could not contain him any more than
doors and walls. The Risen Jesus was energetic and
dynamic in stretching the limits of natural causation.
The dead don't come back to life; corpses aren't
resuscitated. Yet, the Jesus they encountered was
neither a revived corpse nor a disembodied wraith; he
was a whole person, alive and lively, yet not
encompassed by the limits of everyday physical reality.
He lived in them, but lived beyond them, as their
animating spirit.
Resurrection pointed the first Christians—and persons
like us—to a new vision of nature and its possibilities,
and a larger vision of God's work in the world. I
disagree with supernatural understandings of
resurrection: resurrection is not a violation of the cause
and effect laws of nature, but a revelation of the deeper
energetic realities of life. I also disagree with the liberal
labeling of resurrection as merely a myth or
transformed state of mind. There is no future in a literal
flesh and bone Jesus or the search for Jesus' tomb and
the bones buried therein. The future is opening to
amazement and possibility, and the "good faith" of
those who shared the first Easter message.

We live in a wondrous universe filled with wonders
beyond our wildest imaginations. I think Jesus'
resurrection comes from this deep down place in which
divine and human energy intersect to create a synergetic
burst of transformative energy. Resurrection is not
restricted to Christians but embodies God's living,
transforming, and energizing movements in all of life.
Resurrection is God's pathway of rebirth and renewal,
most dramatically reflected in Jesus' life, but residing in
all things.
Resurrection changed everything, yet everything
remained the same. The first Christians experienced
persecution and martyrdom, the church itself became a
place of both healing and destruction, and our postresurrection world is threatened by global climate change
and the destructive actions of Christianity's most "ardent"
followers who subvert the all-embracing love of Jesus
with a religion of rugged individualism, self-interested
capitalism, intolerance, and scorched earth politics. Yet,
resurrection lives on—an empty tomb and open future
beckons, despite the failures of Jesus' followers.
Still, let us celebrate resurrection and, in the spirit of
Wendell Berry's poem, "practice resurrection." But, how
shall we practice resurrection today? It is not about
enlightenment denial or conservative literalism, paths
that lead nowhere. Rather, it is in looking for the Empty
Tombs in our world, and seeing within them open futures
for ourselves and for others. It is in bringing forth beauty,
especially in children and marginalized and vulnerable
persons. It is in resisting the politics of division,
coercion, and greed, and learning to live in terms of a
beloved community in which all persons can rise to the
heights of abundant living.
Today, we are called to be resurrection partners, to roll
away the stone, imprisoning marginalized people, and
open pathways to the future for all creation.
Bruce Epperly

Reflecting on the Word
____1st Reading: Jeremiah 31:1-6
When the Jews who were exiled in Babylon
daydreamed, they only dreamed of Jerusalem. Jerusalem,
the City of Zion embodied all their hopes and dreams. It
was the center of their emotional life and their worship of
God. These verses in Jeremiah are a daydream, a vision,
of unity with God, with others, and with Jerusalem. When
God restores the people to Jerusalem, there will be a party
unlike any other. There will be singing, dancing, music
and a grand procession up to the holy city where they will
be with God. The people who were as good as dead will
be resurrected once and for all. What is your vision of
paradise? Where are you? Who is with you? If you could
plan the perfect party (and money was no object), what
would it look like? David W. Peters
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
Psalm 118 also describes a road march. The march in
Psalm 118 is a triumphant march of victory. A victory
always comes after a struggle, never before it. A
resurrection always comes after death. The singers of this
psalm have looked into the abyss of death and are now
entering the gate of the Lord. On Easter morning the stone
that the builders rejected became the chief cornerstone.
All we can do is sing Alleluia! Have you ever
experienced victory? What did it feel like? How is Jesus’
resurrection a victory? David W. Peters
____3rd Reading: Colossians 3:1-4
If we have been resurrected with Christ (and we were),
then we ought to be focused on heaven, our real home.
The Easter message of Resurrection is first preached by
our lives. We are the ones who have been raised with
Christ, and our lives should bear witness to that event. If
you were to set your mind on the “things above” for one
hour, how might that effect the way you watch the news
or surf the Internet? What are the “things above”? Have
you ever met someone who was so heavenly minded that
he or she was of immense earthly good? David W. Peters

Praying Toward Sunday
Holy God,
remove the stones that block the portals of our
minds…
shine your light so that it may take over the darkness
within…
and fill our thoughts with your perfect vision for
creation
so we may go, and tell, and be, and do.
Amen.
Scott Cervas

Marked by Ashes
Ruler of the Night, Guarantor of the day . . .
This day — a gift from you.
This day — like none other you have ever given, or we
have ever received.
This Wednesday dazzles us with gift and newness and
possibility.
This Wednesday burdens us with the tasks of the day, for
we are already halfway home
halfway back to committees and memos,
halfway back to calls and appointments,
halfway on to next Sunday,
halfway back, half frazzled, half expectant,
half turned toward you, half rather not.
This Wednesday is a long way from Ash Wednesday,
but all our Wednesdays are marked by ashes —
we begin this day with that taste of ash in our mouth:
of failed hope and broken promises,
of forgotten children and frightened women,
we ourselves are ashes to ashes, dust to dust;
we can taste our mortality as we roll the ash around
on our tongues.
We are able to ponder our ashness with
some confidence, only because our every Wednesday
of ashes
anticipates your Easter victory over that dry, flaky
taste of death.
On this Wednesday, we submit our ashen way to you —
you Easter parade of newness.
Before the sun sets, take our Wednesday and Easter
us,
Easter us to joy and energy and courage and freedom;
Easter us that we may be fearless for your truth.
Come here and Easter our Wednesday with
mercy and justice and peace and generosity.
We pray as we wait for the Risen One who comes soon.
Walter Brueggemann (b. 1933)

____4th Reading: Matthew 28:1-10, 16-20
Recall the joy of an Easter celebration you have
experienced. What elements made that joyful for you?
The angel is the first messenger of the resurrection.
What is the significance of his appearance and words?
Consider the mission of the women. How does it
undergo a radical change? The Roman guard and the
Jewish leaders are confronted with a miracle. How do
they respond, and why? The disciples go to Galilee
where they meet with Jesus. Describe the commission he
gives to them and us. How does Jesus equip them and
future disciples to carry out his commission? What
keeps people today from believing that Jesus is the
resurrected Lord? How can you be more involved in
making disciples and fulfilling the Great Commission?
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A few extras to help focus on the season of Lent

April 14-20, 2014
Holy Week

“It is Finished” by the Rev. Dr. A my E. Richter

“It is finished.”
Many said words like those that day. Pilate pushed himself up
from the judgment bench and sighed, “Jesus is finished, another
political troublemaker out of the way.” The religious leaders
looked at one another and said in hushed tones, “Jesus is finished.
No more offense from him.” The soldiers as they turned their
backs and walked away: “Finished. It is over, our unpleasant but
necessary work for the day.” The crowds as they watched Jesus
breathe his last and his head slump down, lifeless: “Finished. The
spectacle is over.” All comments on the moment, comments on
the day, comments made by those with limited vision.
Not so with Jesus’ final word, tetelestai, which is Greek for “It is
finished.” This is a word of cosmic import, a word of timeless
importance, of universal significance. It is finished. Jesus’ last
word. It’s just one word in the language of the Bible.
“It is finished” – his concluding declaration, his last word, the
final punctuation on a sentence begun before the beginning. With
this word of completion, finality – “finished” – we are reminded
how all began: in John’s gospel:
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things
were made through him. In him was life, and the life was the light
of all people. The light shines in the darkness and the darkness did
not overcome it. … And the Word became flesh and dwelt among
us, full of grace and truth. From his fullness, we have all received
grace upon grace.”
And so Jesus’ word, word of Word incarnate, this one word,
which we translate as “it is finished,” is the final punctuation on a
sentence begun before all that is, before we were knit together in
our mothers’ wombs, before the first light, first life, first spark,
first dream, first bursting forth of creation.
The final punctuation on a sentence spoken in love, spoken across
space, time, through ages, prophets, patriarchs, matriarchs, sages,
and in these last days, spoken to us by a son: Jesus.
The final punctuation on a sentence spoken, lived in love; spoken,
sung, breathed, in words such as “And I, when I am lifted up, I
will draw all to myself.” Words such as “Love one another as I
have loved you.” Love, spoken in actions: touched and touching,
taught and teaching, love reaching out, healing, embracing,
lifting; calling “beloved” those called wrong, weak, small,
outcast, other, sinner.
The Word incarnate spoke love in words, in deeds, spoke love in
handing himself over, giving himself up, pouring himself out,
until there is nothing left, nothing more needed, just one last

40 Notes in 40 Days
Cultivating
Relationships

Pray for the person you want to write to first, then write a
note. You can tell them what you’re doing. You can tell
them why you thought of them. Or, you can keep it a
secret, and keep it as simple as, “I was just thinking of
you. I said a prayer for you today, and I hope you are
doing well.”

This week write a note to someone who….
April 14
April 15
April 16
April 17
April 18
April 19

is passionate
is a great dancer
doubted you
you shared a great
meal with
might be fearful
is expectant

Credit for this idea goes to Pastor Robb, The Fat Pastor (His
label, not ours!)
breath, one last word. God’s sentence of love spoken across time,
space, boundaries, on the cross – spoke its final syllables, in gasps,
in an agonized whisper, in pain, yes, but with precision, point and
power. This is no giving up, this is declaration: “It is finished.”
Period.
Jesus’ word brings forth our words of prayer:
O Jesus, to you, now lifted up, with your arms of love
stretched out on the hard wood of the cross, in your loving
and giving until all is completed, to you in your finishing, we
bring all our incompleteness, all our unfinishedness, all those
things done and left undone: our fractional loving, our
fragmentary living, our unrealized intentions, our unfulfilled
potential, our unarticulated praise, our unprayed prayers, our
underachieved service, our ungiven forgiveness, our
conditional charity, our inadequate hope, our wanting faith,
unfinished us, unfinished me. And you say, drawing each of us
and our incompleteness all to you, “It is finished.” Period.

Visio divina - A Lenten journey
The Saint John’s Bible, Seeing The Word
Holy Week - “Creation”
Visio divina (divine seeing) is a form of practice
where one prays with art or other visual media.
When accompanied with lectio divina (divine
reading), it can be a powerful connecting experience
and a way to go deeper into scripture by using all
your senses. During this Lenten season, spend time
each day in the word. Pray and ruminate, allowing
thoughts, images, and questions to open up a
dialogue with God.

04.16.14 SEEING
Return to God’s word for the purpose of “hearing
and seeing” Christ in the text. Fix your gaze on the
illumination. Ask God to open the eyes of your heart
and enable you to see what God wants you to see.

04.14.14 LISTENING
Read the text below, preferably aloud. As you hear the
word, “listen with the ear of your heart” for a word or
small phrase that God has for you this day.
Genesis 1: 1-5; 1: 31-2:3
In the beginning when God created the
heavens and the earth, the earth was a
formless void and darkness covered the face
of the deep, while a wind from God swept
over the face of the waters. Then God said,
“Let there be light”; and there was
light. And God saw that the light was good;
and God separated the light from the
darkness. God called the light Day, and the
darkness he called Night. And there was
evening and there was morning, the first day.
God saw everything that he had made, and
indeed, it was very good. And there was
evening and there was morning, the sixth
day.
Thus the heavens and the earth were
finished, and all their multitude. And on the
seventh day God finished the work that he
had done, and he rested on
the seventh day from all
the work that he had
done. So God blessed the
seventh day and hallowed
it, because on it God rested
from all the work that he
had done in creation.

04.15.14 MEDITATING
Ruminate on the word you were drawn to in
yesterday’s scripture passage. What does the word or
phrase you have chosen mean to you today?

“Creation,” St John’s Bible

O4.17.14 PRAYING
Pray, allowing for the transformation of your being
and feelings. Give to God what you have found in
your heart.

O4.18.14 CONTEMPLATING and BECOMING
CHRIST-LIKE
Holy Week. A Holy time….holier than your time
with Facebook. Much holier! Time is beyond our
comprehension. Lord, help us to ponder time, to
steward time, and to act as if we have a stake in the
well-being of one another—because we do. Our need
for healing and compassion puts us at the heart of the
central tenets of our faith, the Paschal Mystery—of
death and life, woundedness and healing and the
extraordinary significance of ordinary acts of
kindness–that gives us hope in the face of fear and
doubt. Take pause for the ways you recognize the
splendor of God’s light. Allow others to see God
reflected in you.

