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Jesus. Crucified. Risen. Hungry.
It’s an amazing thing in Luke: Jesus’ resurrection
appearances always involve him eating. Apparently
after 3 days in the tomb, he’s kinda hungry. Not
zombie monster flesh eating hungry (although the
comparisons are hard to avoid these days, with The
Walking Dead on television), but hungry to share a
meal. And a meal isn’t about just food. It’s about
companionship. Jesus is hungry for companionship.
The text says that the disciples first couldn’t believe
they were experiencing the risen, living Jesus because
they thought they were seeing a ghost. Nobody ever
quite recognizes the risen Jesus as Jesus until
something else happens. When Jesus points out his
crucifixion wounds, they see. But then, the thought
that he is risen is so joyful and amazing, they still
can’t believe it. Too scary. Too wonderful. Either
way, it’s hard to accept.
And then he asks for a fish taco.
Well, I don’t think “taco” is in
the Greek, but since I’m in
Texas that’s how I imagine it.
Jesus is hungry: hungry to share
a meal and celebrate life;
hungry to gather again with his
friends; hungry for them to trust
the life giving power of God; hungry for them to
become a new community of faithful, courageous
living; hungry for them to break bread together and
with strangers everywhere until strangers are strange
no more.
The resurrected Jesus is a hungry Jesus. He comes to
feed us with his bread and wine, his street-corner fish
tacos with chipotle sauce, his living, loving presence.
And then, he feeds us with his hunger, until we are
hungry for the same things: companionship, meals
shared in community, a gathering of strangers and
friends where everyone is fed and is so overjoyed they
can hardly believe it, but so overjoyed they can
hardly not.
Michael Coffey

In the incarnation he mingled himself with our being in
order to make us divine through contact with his nature,
after he had snatched it from death. His resurrection
becomes for mortals the promise of our return to
immortality.
Our whole nature had to be recalled from death to life.
God therefore stooped over our dead body, offering his
hand (so to speak) to the poor creature lying there. He

came near enough to death to

make contact with our mortal
remains, and by means of his own
body provided human nature with
the capacity for resurrection, thus
by his power raising to life the
whole of humanity.
-Gregory of Nyssa,

A Reading from a Catechetical Oration
Quoted from Celebrating the Seasons: Daily Spiritual Readings
for the Christian Year , via At the Edge of Enclosure, Suzanne
Guthrie

Christ appearing to his disciples at the table, Duccio,

“You are witnesses of these things,” he
says to us. Tell it. Live it. Become it. The
resurrected life is yours. You are
witnesses. You are witnesses.

Reflecting on the Word
____1st Reading: Acts 3:12-19
When Peter noticed how the crowd reacted, he saw his
opportunity and talked to them about Jesus. According to
Peter's message, what had God done to Jesus? What had
the Jews done to him? How is the authority of Jesus
demonstrated in this miracle? What healing do you need
in your life? How do you respond when you have
opportunities like Peter's to talk about Jesus? The
"completely" healed man was a powerful testimony to the
power of God and the truth of Peter's words. How have
you seen the power of God demonstrated in your life and
in the lives of others? Quiet Time Bible Study, InterVarsity
Press

Praying Toward Sunday
Miraculous God, come to us now, even as your Son came
to those first disciples on the shores of Galilee. Speak
your peace to our hearts. Touch us with your Holy
Spirit. Reveal your word, that we may hear your message
this day, and live as your disciples in the days and years
to come. In Christ’s name, we pray. Amen.
— Adapted from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2009, © 2008
Abingdon Press. Posted on re:Worship

____Psalm Reading: Psalm 4
“Cloud of Witnesses” from the
blog: leave it lay where Jesus
flang it

How do you generally respond when you are angry? (For
example, do you talk about it or do you keep it to
yourself?) What is David angry about? How does David
deal with his anger? In verse 4 David suggests that we
can be angry and not sin. How do you think that could be
possible? What do you think David means by the phrase
"search your hearts and be silent?” How can reflecting on
angry feelings be a healthy way of dealing with anger?
How can knowing the joy of the Lord (vv. 6-7) help you
deal with anger? Quiet Time Bible Study, InterVarsity Press
____3rd Reading: 1 John 3:1-7

Wherever there is food, you’ll find God. Jesus
breaks the bread after walking the Emmaus Road,
and Jesus shares a shore-side fish broil with his
still dazed and confused disciples. He shares fuel
for the body and gives fuel for the faith. Both
hunger of body and soul are satisfied in the
presence of the risen One. Jesus provides both
comfort food and true soul food—a plate of
plenty for the hungry heart.
Come to Christ’s table. Come as you are. Come
hungry, come helpless, come hopeful. Eat and
live to go and tell. We are the witnesses. Whether
bold or fearful, let us be full and faithful in our
going and telling and inviting. There is room for
all and plenty of comfort food to share.
An excerpt from Potlucks, Comfort Food and Faith, Sharon
R Blezard

How should His child behave? How does the realization
that we are God’s children and that God’s love is lavishly
poured out on us help us to walk in the light? What does
it mean to you that the world will not know us? How
should we react? According to v. 2, we are not what we
will be. What does John mean? What does it mean to you
that we are in a state of "becoming"? What effect does
John say this hope should have on us? According to v. 4,
how does John define sin? How does this definition
compare to the world’s idea of sin? In vv 5-6, John
gives us another test to tell if someone really knows Jesus.
What is it? In v 7 John warns us not to be deceived or
led astray. What specifically is the deception that can
deceive us? Cornerstone
____4th Reading: Luke 24:36b-48
What does Jesus say or do to assure his disciples he really
is the one who died, and is now raised? —that he is not
just a phantom? How many times in vv. 36–43 are words
used that refer to seeing? How important is seeing in the
disciples’ mission? Why? Why does Jesus explain how he
is revealed in the Scriptures? What does he do to make it
possible? What three things does Jesus reveal in the
Scriptures? Which of them has Jesus already
accomplished? What is left to be done? What is our role
in that work? What does Jesus mean by “all things” (v.
48)? How does it shape the work of a “witness?” Jewel
Lake Parish

