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liturgical calendar 

 Welcoming Pastor Ray and Wendy 

My name is Ray Smith and your church has called me to 

be your interim pastor.  I look forward to walking with you 

over the next several months as you discover who your 

new called pastor will be.   

As we begin to get to know each other I’d like to tell you 

a bit about myself.  I grew up in southern Idaho in a little 

town called Buhl.  I’ve been married to my wonderful wife 

Wendy for 41 years. We have two children; Lora our 

oldest lives in Battleground, Wash., and Aaron, in 

Spokane.   

In June 2018 I celebrated 30 years in ordained ministry.  

In that time I served churches in Jefferson, Iowa; Gallatin, 

Missouri; Richland, Washington; and La Grande, Oregon.  

I retired from fulltime ministry at the end of 2019, and like 

you, Wendy and I have spent most of this year avoiding 

getting COVID-19.  

It’s hard to describe oneself without sounding boastful. 

Having said that I believe I am the kind of person who has 

good listening skills and can bring a calm presence to 

any situation.  My goal as a pastor is to always be aware 

that everyone is a child of God and that God calls me to 

love my neighbor and myself.  Interim ministry calls for a 

lot of discernment, listening, and patience as the church 

works together to discern who their next pastor will be.   

Even though this is my first interim ministry, I believe I have 

the gifts to help you through the process. 

+ + + + + 

Hello, my name is Wendy.  I want to share a bit about 

myself with you!  I was born and raised in Anacortes, 

Wash. where I grew up with two brothers and two sisters.   

I met Ray at Lutheran Bible Institute in Seattle in the first 

month of our first semester!  I graduated with a two-year 

Biblical Studies degree, working through school as a 

nurses' aide.  During my second year at L.B.I., Ray went 

on to Northwest Christian College in Eugene, Ore., but we 

remained in a relationship. We knew maintaining a long 

distance relationship wouldn’t be easy, but made it work; 

he visited me in Seattle nearly every weekend.   

 

I’ve worn many hats in my lifetime, from picking straw-

berries as a young girl in my first ever paid job, to 

holding a cosmetology license and being a hairdresser 

for a few years until we had our daughter.  I enjoyed the 

new hat of being a mom, and when I went back to 

work after our son was five, I cleaned houses so I could 

be home at the end of their school day.  My last job was 

working for the school district in Richland as a kitchen 

worker.  I retired after five years when I was diagnosed 

with Parkinson’s.  I didn’t let it stop me from enjoying life; 

I started a Parkinson’s support group in La Grande, and 

became a facilitator for the group in the church where 

Ray served as pastor until his recent retirement in 2019.   

My therapy and love is making art, and I have been 

blessed with doing so!  I did the church bulletin covers 

for nearly four of the five years in La Grande, and have 

kept busy working toward a book, using my art and 

experiences to tell about life with Parkinson’s.  I am 

currently working on a commissioned watercolor.  Ray 

lovingly teases me that I will bury us in art, but he knows 

it brings me joy!  I love people of all ages and feel so 

blessed for the places and people we have met along 

life’s journey.   

Beginning ministry at FCC on Jan. 1st 

Rev. Ray and Wendy Smith 
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No onsite worship, all weeks.   ++ denotes mailed checks deposited. 
2020  FCC  PUYALLUP  WEEKLY  GIVING  TOTALS: 

SAFE  ONLINE  GIVING 
Donate quickly and safely once or set up recurring gifts 

to the fund of your choice at  fccpuyallup.com/donate 

EASY  MOBILE  GIVING  APP   
1. Install the GivePlus Church app from Google Play or 

the App Store. 

2. Search the app for First Christian Church of Puyallup 

using zip code 98371. 

3. Give (If you‘ve given on our website Donate page, 

use your existing login.) 

AUTO-PAY  FROM  YOUR  BANK   
Ask your bank to set up automatic payments to FCC.   

MAIL  A  CHECK  TO  OUR  P.O.  BOX   
Make checks out to First Christian Church and mail to:  

623 - 9th Ave SW | P.O. Box 516 | Puyallup, WA  98371 

AMAZON  SMILE  
Click the Amazon graphic at fccpuyallup.com/amazon 

and Amazon will help to support FCC Puyallup. 

 Giving options 

Christmas Eve Lessons & Carols on Zoom  

Tradition… with a twist. 
 

Thursday, December 24th at 4:30 pm 

Christmas Eve Lessons & Carols service on Zoom 

https://zoom.us/j/91057697660  |  Mtg ID  91057697660 
 

Celebrate in a time-honored-yet-new way as we gather 

for our annual service, live.  Experience friendly faces 

and familiar voices sharing the good news.  Hear the 

story of creation to nativity; enjoy hymns and carols.   

Have something simple on hand for communion, and 

bring a candle for our traditional closing by candlelight. 

Need help with Zoom?  It’s easy & secure!  Contact your 

elder, the church office, or Worship Chair Robin Crabb 

By now you’ve received by post a copy of the First 

Christian Church of Puyallup proposed 2021 budget 

which in keeping with our constitution and bylaws must 

be approved by consensus by the membership.  

Similar to the slate of nominated servant leaders in 

Spring 2020, we can’t gather in person for a congrega-

tional meeting right now, so, as in springtime, your 

elders will be reaching out to hear your thoughts 

around the proposal.  

Take a good look at it, knowing it’s a fluid document to 

be reviewed and adjusted throughout 2021. Not know-

ing when we’ll use our building again makes it tougher, 

but educated scrutiny of the budget lines by the 

Finance Team and ministry leaders gets us started on 

our way to a healthy new year. 

If you have questions or thoughts  

about the proposed budget for 2021,  

be sure to chat with your elder when they call! 

 2021 Budget news 
Lend your voice! 
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So many thanks to FCC Puyallup Green Team members Mike and Karrie Cheek for holding a second safe and 

contactless drive-thru recycling event on December 12th.  The church building is still closed, but faithful FCC 

Puyallup recyclers turned out by the carload (15 of them!) to bring all of those items that are not accepted in 

their home curbside pickup bins.  In response to the outcry of so many FCC recyclers who have sorely missed the 

church’s recycling program while it has been suspended due to the COVID-19 pandemic, and who could not 

bear to throw those items into a landfill, FCC’s Environmental Stewardship (Green) Team Chairperson Mike 

Cheek spearheaded this second drive-thru event with Karrie working alongside him. Two pickup truck loads 

later, Mike and Karrie had put in a good day’s work, wearing masks and gloves while safely removing items from 

vehicles as drivers remained inside, and while loading and unloading, sorting, and organizing items spanning 

from plastics to glass to Styrofoam to metal.   

FCC’s avid recyclers thank you, Karrie and Mike!  We appreciate your efforts, and we appreciate you helping us 

clear out our garages from the saved-up recyclables!  We’re grateful for your kind stewardship of our planet. 

Due to the drive-thru program’s popularity, the Cheeks have another contactless event planned for Saturday, 

March 6th from 11 am to 1 pm. 

 FCC’s Green Team at Work! 

1. The growing piles 

2. Super organization 

3. The first truck load 

4. The second load awaits 

5. Da Cheeks! 

1 

2 
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Advent is about waiting and anticipating the Joy of God’s Good News.  In addition to that overt, bubbling-over joy,  

I’d like to shine light on the sadness and pain which often lurks in the shadows – and for many – becomes glaringly raw 

and naked during these holy days.  

Our General Minister & President Terri Hord Owens writes: “We are reminded that joy can be present in the midst of un-

certainty, for joy comes from the fullness of God’s presence among us, given through the one we call Jesus, the Christ.” 

In the third verse of the Isaiah passage, the prophet shines a light on the following – and as I read, I invite you to close 

your eyes and picture in your minds: 

+Comforting all who mourn by giving them: 

+Bouquets of roses instead of ashes 

+Messages of joy instead of news of doom 

+Hearts of praise instead of listless spirits 

+Renaming them "Oaks of Righteousness" planted by God to display his glory 

And to what purpose?   

To rebuild, start over, take the rubble left behind and make it new.   

The experiences I’m going to share with you are just a few examples to 

spotlight the joy that passes all under-standing that can grow out of seeds 

of sorrow and pain. 

The first experience took place at my father’s memorial service.  We visited in 

June that year, soon after he entered a nursing home. In October, shortly 

before his 86th birthday, Mom called to let us know he had passed.  Family 

gathered at their church to celebrate Dad’s life.  As the vocalist sang “I Was 

There to Hear Your Borning Cry” I wept silently, tears streaming from my eyes and 

down my cheeks.  Cheeks that were smiling.  Smiling?  I couldn’t stop smiling!  Tears 

that started as tears of mourning were replaced with tears of joy for my dad – he was 

home with Jesus – and home with all the saints that went before him.  The memory of that joy in the midst of 

sorrow stayed with me and comforted me in the days, months and even years ahead.   

The second experience occurred when Rick’s mom was in hospice care at her home.  We took turns staying with and 

caring for mom that week. Our time was scheduled later that evening, but Rick’s sister called, saying there had been a 

change in her condition.  So we hurried over, joining his three sisters.  When we arrived they were in the middle of 

making freezer jam in mom’s kitchen. Pairs of us sat with mom in her bedroom, while others sat on the couch or worked 

in the kitchen – all of us recalling and sharing cherished, and often hilarious, family memories.  Then, those with mom let 

us know that her breathing had changed and we gathered together at her bedside, praying, humming hymns, telling 

her how much we loved her and, though we would miss her, that it was okay to leave this life.  Tears of sorrow and joy 

mixed together as we said our goodbyes and comforted each other.  The sad, warm and sweet memories we shared 

together that day still give us so much comfort and joy! 

The last experience I’ll share was with my mom, earlier this year.  Mom was in hospice care at her apartment for about 

three months – which was exactly where she wanted to be.  The morning of her passing, her condition changed 

rapidly, and as the hospice nurse and chaplain were on their way, she took her last breaths.  “She’s gone,” I said 

through tears.  And as I looked at her, lying in her bed with matching gown and pillowcase, I knew her spirit had left the 

confines of her physical body and had gone home to God.  She was free!   

While there have been tears this season, especially because it’s our first without Mia, as my kids and grandkids called 

her.  Thankfully, precious memories also provide comfort and joy, like her asking for pecan pie at Thanksgiving, her 

joking and flirting with the substitute male hospice nurse and pressing See’s candies on him, being queen of the remote 

when it was time for Wheel of Fortune and Jeopardy, the daily Jumble in the newspaper, and calls with her brother 

every night at 8 PM sharp (right after Jeopardy, of course).   

 Sunday Worship Notes 
Joy in Lament  |  Karrin Lewis  |  December 13, 2020 

Advent 3B (Joy)  |  Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11  & John 1:6-8, 19-28  



 

5 

While the sorrow and pain of loss still hurts, the darkness is pierced by the light of many loving and joyful memories – 

that give us strength to make new memories to share and rejoice in!  It can take some time – joy isn’t always right on 

the heels of sorrow and pain.  Thankfully we have Emmanuel – God with us.  We are not alone in our sorrow or our joy.  

God mourns and celebrates with us.   

You may recognize the author from the Stretching Toward Sunday email that Gretchen Mertes sends out each week: 

 

Weeping by Steve Garnaas-Holmes 

Psalm 126:6 

Those who go out weeping, 

    bearing the seed for sowing, 

shall come home with shouts of joy, 

    carrying their sheaves. 

Only a broken heart is strong enough 

to walk this path, for only a broken heart 

is open enough to receive the light. 
 

Your tears water the soil 

of compassion and courage. 

They are the flowing of God in you. 
 

Your sorrow is Christ's manger 

where the Beloved lays 

their tenderness for the world, 
 

weeping in you, that love be made flesh, 

the taking-in of this whole world 

in loving delight, 
 

born in pain and labor, 

the opening of the heart like a womb, 

born as joy. 

This year the theme of our Advent celebration at First Christian Church of Puyallup is A Thrill of Hope: The Weary World 

Rejoices.  So I’d also like to invite you to consider the list of Weekly Practices found on page 9 of your Advent in Full 

Color booklet that was included in our Advent kits.  As for me, tonight I’m planning to put on my cozy flannel pajamas, 

watch the movie “Elf” with Rick, and drink hot chocolate with a candy cane dipper.  We decided on November 9th to 

start watching at least one Christmas movie a day and “Elf” will be around #40.  Perhaps this will become a new 

Christmas tradition for us! 

Please pray with me this week’s prayer written by Terri Hord Owens in her Advent devotional, Imagining A New World: 

“We open our hearts to receive from you, O Holy One,  

the peace that passes all understanding  

and the fullness of Joy that cannot be taken away from us.   

May your Spirit and the love you give through Jesus  

continue to fill our cups to overflowing with joy, now and always,  

In the name of Jesus we pray.  Amen” 

 

Karen Lewis  

December 13, 2020 

 Worship Notes (cont.) 
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First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ) 

623 - 9th Avenue SW 

P.O. Box 516 

Puyallup, WA 98371 

253.845.6232 

Return Service Requested 

visit us at www.FCCPuyallup.com

Learning Circle Adult Forum:  9:30 am  Sundays (Zoom) 
The Learning Circle meets on Zoom during FCC’s stay-home 

period.  The group is now sharing lively conversation around 

the DVD series Living the Questions – drop in any time! 

https://zoom.us/j/93162782080  |  Mtg. ID: 93162782080  

THE CIRCLE WILL TAKE OFF 12/27 & 1/3 AND RETURN ON 1/10/2021 

Curated Online Worship:  Sundays starting 7 am  

(www.fccpuyallup.com/sermons) 

First Christian Church’s online interactive worship services 

consist of videos, scripture, prayer, and music, all brought to 

life by lay volunteers, elders, and guest preachers. 

Services are available starting at 7 am on Sundays and 

remain on the site for convenient worshiping at any time. 

 Through the week at First Christian Puyallup 

Morning Prayers:  9:15 am  Mon-Wed-Fri 

Start the day centered in prayer, poem, and scripture 

on Facebook Live.  Morning Prayer recordings are 

also available any time on the FCC website:  
www.fccpuyallup.com/morning-prayers 

Evening Prayers:  8 pm  Tues & Thurs (Zoom) 

Reflect on the day with scripture and prayer. Check 

in with friends, consider gratitude, acknowledge 

concerns. This time of prayer and fellowship is led by 

volunteers. Take a turn?  Contact Karrie Cheek. 

https://zoom.us/j/99295420587?pws=ek 

Q5QkVqaFlmVHNBZGhuc2c3L2JrUT09 

PASSCODE: 0202 

Reading a book and chatting about it has become a source of fun, learning, and 

fellowship as the FCC Book Club has continued to meet since its first book in 2008 

(The Shack). An easygoing and casual affair, the group meets on Zoom during the 

pandemic, but in normal times participants take turns hosting in their homes and 

choosing next book picks.  Drop-ins, friends, and even folks who haven’t read the 

book are always welcome! 

https://zoom.us/j/92525652650  | Meeting ID: 925 2565 2650  

The Book Club usually meets first Tuesdays each month, and after a holiday hiatus will 

meet next on Feb. 9th at 6:30 pm.  Next book picks are Red Mountain Rising and Red 

Mountain Burning by Boo Walker, books number 122 & 123! 

Start all your shopping on our AmazonSmile page to help support your church!  

www.fccpuyallup.com/amazon 

 Join the Book Club in 2021! 

Author Boo Walker 


