
 

 

We dream of being a faithful 

community of God’s people 

whose spiritual practices of 

worship, prayer, study, & ministry 

nurture those who are seeking to 

live in the way of Jesus. 

First Christian Church of 

Puyallup is a gathering of 

diverse individuals called by God 

to live as a blessing in our own 

neighborhoods & in the world.   

Believing that every follower 

of Christ is gifted by God, we 

dream of being a family in which 

each person discovers their gifts 

& is supported in sharing those 

gifts with the world. 

Life is what happens to you while you’re 
busy making other plans. 

—John Lennon 

During my sabbatical in 2007 at a hostel in 

Kyleakin on the Isle of Skye I came to the 

revelation that the richest experiences 

come to us unplanned. This thought guided 

the planning of my second sabbatical. 

I scheduled one structured event each 

month: an art and theology workshop in the 

Cascades, a week of spiritual retreat in 

Chicago, and a writing workshop in 

Louisville. Each experience was a blessing, 

and I am grateful for them.  In addition to 

these, I planned blocks of space for rest 

with family and friends.  

One morning in October my brother and I 

had just settled in with our coffee and 

breakfast at a coffee shop.  A phone call 

came from a neighbor of our mother.  Our 

mom had fallen outside her home and been 

rushed to the hospital.  Within a few  hours 

we had packed and started the 9½ hour 

drive from Atlanta to Centralia, Ill.  

And so began a four week stay in my 

hometown as my mother began her 

recovery from a stroke.  In that unplanned 

period of caring for my mom I found myself 

confronted over and over again with God’s 

Sabbatical Gratitude 
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We experience God’s 

welcome in our celebration at the 

communion table & dream of 

being a reflection of that welcome 

in our acts of acceptance, 

forgiveness, generosity, justice & 

peacemaking. 

FCC Guiding Vision 
bless    dream    share 

grace and the support of so many friends, 

both old and new.  

I witnessed the gift of community that 

comes so easily in a small town.  Each day 

as I walked outside my spirit was lifted by 

the spectacular beauty of an Illinois fall.  

And through it all I felt the love and support 

of all of you. For that I am eternally grateful.  
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ADVENT ABUNDANCE:  Sharing Gospel Love 

Change the world  

with your gift this season! 

Church World Service works 

with partners—including the 

Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ)—to eradicate hunger and 

poverty and to promote peace 

and justice around the world.  

Shop from the CWS “Best Gift 

Catalog.”  The gifts you find 

there do more than bring joy to 

those on your shopping list this 

year. They touch the lives of 

people around the world.. 

 

https://secure2.convio.net/

cws/site/Ecommerce?

store_id=2262 

  

As we journey through Advent, many of us are busying ourselves with the practical aspects 

of preparing for Christmas. I’ve noticed a trend at the local grocery store – there are plenty 

of treats and specialty items that we just don’t see the rest of the year. ...They’re not all 

seasonal items, but they do come out in abundance at this time of year ... It’s a time of 

abundance when we see these items in the store, because it means that we as a society are 

purchasing them to make sure we have this abundance in our homes, so we can share it 

with our friends and neighbours who stop by. 

This abundance is contrasted by the harsh reality of the increasing number who are NOT 

sharing in this abundance. There is no plethora of gifts under a tree with the annual adage 

“We must cut back next year.” There is no extra platter of goodies waiting for the 

unexpected company, there is no extra of the basic food staples sitting in the cupboard. 

The statistics are scary.  [In] Canada, some 833,000 people (1/4 are children) are forced to 

use a food bank in order to keep food on their table; this number is 25% higher in 2013 than 

it was in 2008...Globally, we have similar challenges to face. During this time of abundance, 

where we are celebrating a theology of hope and joy and promise, there are serious hunger 

issues. Access to food is being compromised by conflict, climate change, negative corporate 

intervention, land and water issues… 

So what do we do?  We pray, of course. And we become active in creating social change. In 

a recent interview Primate Fred Hiltz shared that Jesus “cared as much for people’s physical 

well-being as their spiritual well-being” and challenged us to do the same. Hiltz declared that 

“the church has a moral obligation, rooted in the gospel, and in fact in the teaching of the 

prophets long before Jesus” to look after the downtrodden, the poor, the disadvantaged. 

Concerning these “unacceptable realities,” the archbishop reminded listeners that “we’re 

called, as people of faith, to partner with others to turn that reality around.”... 

We are called to action—by the world around us, by the Gospel, by the church... How we 

choose to respond to this call is our decision; we need to discern how God is inspiring each 

of us to take action.  And action we must take: supporting others, questioning and 

challenging the system, giving time and resources to agencies that help the needy. Maybe 

some will give to their local food bank or volunteer at a soup kitchen or feeding programme. 

Maybe some will provide their priest with discretionary funds or coupons, so that the people 

in need of that hot cup of coffee can get it. Whatever the action may be, I pray it is God-

inspired and of benefit to the needy. 

As for me, I am looking at the abundance in my life: the food stored in the cupboard, the roof 

over my head, the clothing in the wardrobe; I am aware that these would be considered 

luxuries to many. So this year, as I put up the Christmas tree, I will not be putting a lot of gifts under it or mailing parcels to loved 

ones far away.  I will not have an extra large assortment of goodies to offer any guests. Instead, I honour the abundance that I 

am blessed with, and that I know my loved ones also enjoy, by spending that money in life-changing ways.... 

We’re preparing to celebrate that Christ came to live among us.  We’re preparing to celebrate that Christ came  

“that they may have life, and have it abundantly.” (John 10.10)  I pray we all spend our own abundance  

wisely, that all the world might truly have the abundant life Christ promised us. 

Excerpted from http://thecommunity.anglican.ca/everyday/9152/the-abundance-of-advent/,   

Laura Marie Piotrowicz 

Catalog 

https://secure2.convio.net/cws/site/Ecommerce?store_id=2262C:/Users/Robin/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
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First Christian Church rallied 
around a call for some basic 
needs of Puyallup’s new 
homeless drop-in center.  In 
only a few weeks, a small 
pile of paper products grew 
to miraculous proportions 
through the generosity of the 
congregation.  A huge thank 
you goes out to all who gave. 
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Everyone 

deserves  

a bit of hope 

! 
GOD  

WITH US 

Serving the homeless community in Puyallup is one of the places God has led the FCC 
congregation.  To learn more about the needs of the New Hope Resource Center or FCC’s 
ministry of sheltering homeless adults at Freezing Nights, contact First Christian’s Homeless 
Ministries coordinators, Bonnie Goddard or Terry Forslund. 

BUILDING HOPE:  A Place Just to Be 

“The season of Advent 

means there is 

something on the horizon 

the likes of which we 

have never seen 

before… .What is 

possible is to not see it, 

to miss it, to turn just as 

it brushes past you. And 

you begin to grasp what 

it was you missed, like 

Moses in the cleft of the 

rock, watching God’s 

[back] fade in the 

distance. So stay. Sit. 

Linger. Tarry. Ponder. 

Wait. Behold. Wonder. 

There will be time 

enough for running. For 

rushing. For worrying. 

For pushing. For now, 

stay. Wait. Something is 

on the horizon.” 

 

—Jan L. Richardson, 

Night Visions: Searching 

the Shadows of Advent 

and Christmas  



 

 

? 
SHOPPING 

FROM 
HOME 

And the angel said unto her, “Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favor with God.” 

—Luke 1:30, KJV 

What a story.  An angel visits the teenaged Mary to explain that she will 

soon have a baby… but not to be afraid.  Imagine!  For the next 

several months Mary would wait, prepare, reflect, on the  

coming baby, the Christ.  And so we wait 

and prepare as well. 

SEASON OF ADVENT:  Fear Not  
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As with Mary, God is still involved; like Mary, God 

uses us as vessels through which God may 

become visible.  Considering that God is near and 

always with us, how will we spend our energy and 

our days?  How will we birth Christ into the world? 

Life of the Church  

Sunday Studies ................ 9:30, 9:45 am 

Sunday Worship Service ...............11 am 

Back Row Broads study .... Wed. - 10 am 

Freezing Nights overflow ... Thurs. - 7 pm 

Freezing Nights host .............. Fri. - 7 pm 
 

1 ..... Sanctuary reserved - 10:30-4:30 pm 

2 .................. Book Club gathering - 7 pm 

Barbara Stroud’s home 

14 .. Sharol’s savory jams - after Worship 

benefiting FCC Homeless Ministries 

14 .... Congregational meeting - 12:30 pm 

14 ............ Diaconate meeting - 12:30 pm 
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20 ....... Sanctuary reserved - 12-7:30 pm 

24 ....... Christmas Eve Service - 4:30 pm 

25 .................................... Christmas Day 

31 .................................. New Year’s Eve 

Begin all your Christmas 

shopping at First Christian’s 

Amazon webpage and the 

church will get about six percent 

of your total purchase! 

It’s easy—just log on to FCC’s 

website  at fccpuyallup.com/

amazon, select a featured item 

or enter a keyword search, and 

from there on your entire 

purchase will benefit FCC 

Puyallup. 

Share the link, support FCC! 

fccpuyallup.com/amazon  

Visit our official online calendar at www.fccpuyallup.com/calendar  

for changes & updates or sign up for weekly e-mail memos in the church foyer. 

Yummy Jams Will Benefit FCC Ministries 
Bring a little extra cash on Sunday, December 14

th
 when Sharol Cook will sell her 

homemade jams after Worship with all proceeds benefiting FCC Puyallup’s 

Homeless Ministries.  In October, Sharol made peach, blueberry, raspberry, 

blackberry, strawberry, and strawberry-rhubarb jams—wouldn’t these make some 

great stocking stuffers?   

http://www.fccpuyallup.com/amazon
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“We, the Council of First 

Christian Church, covenant 

to serve the congregation’s 

vision as well as the 

members of the 

congregation.  

The Council intends to 

govern by 

-Discerning & articulating 

the congregation’s mission 

and vision of ministry, 

-Setting goals and making strategic 

choices, 

-Creating or overseeing the creation of 

written policies to guide the 

congregation’s ministry, and 

-Overseeing the evaluation of the work 

of ministry teams, staff and itself.” 

“We, the 

Council of 

First Christian 

Church...” 

Communication is defined as an exchange of information.  It 

is not your mother telling you what to do or your boss ranting 

about something that went wrong. These are one-way 

conversations that the recipient may or may not hear.  Real 

communication is when two or more people develop a sense 

of mutual understanding through an exchange of ideas.   

The Council has renewed its efforts to communicate with the 

congregation.  FCC’s vision and structure were developed 

over five years of transformation conversations.  Now, the 

FCC Faith Formation team has started the same type of 

dialogs with the recent “Get Out of the Boat” retreat and the 

new fifth Sunday exchanges (FCC Faith Connections & 

Conversations, or FCC
2
) where ideas will be shared.   

Change is part of 21
st
 century life.  If we as 

FCC do not transform to meet the changing 

needs of ourselves and our community, then 

we are letting down our own Christian 

beliefs as well as former members who 

built First Christian Church on the needs 

of the small farming community of 

1905.  A leap of faith was taken in 

1960 with a new location and building.  

Through leaps of faith and allowing Christ to lead, 

we will continue to transform into God’s church, meeting the 

needs of our current community. 

—MD Cieszynski 

! 
BLESS  
DREAM  

SHARE... 
CELEBRATE! 

STORY TELLING 

Ready to share your story in 

Worship?  Sign up in the 

narthex to get in the queue, or 

speak to any Council member.  

Listen to the stories told so far 

at www.fccpuyallup.com/bless

-dream-share 

Please join in the fifth 

Sunday conversations 

(FCC
2
, which will take place 

every time there is a fifth 

Sunday in the month) and 

provide input to the 

Council as they try to meet 

the needs of the 

congregation as well as 

those of the community. 

All are also invited to 

attend Council meetings.  

The next one is scheduled 

for January 28
th

 at noon. 

The Christmas Offering for Regional Ministries will be received on Dec. 14th 

and 21st.  100% of this offering is returned to local regions of the  

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) to support their shared ministry.  Donations given in Puyallup will 

stay in the Northwest Region of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). 

Scholars believe the wise men came from ancient Persia (modern day Iran), and early art often depicts 

them in Persian clothing. If so, their journey was long and arduous.  Yet when they found the Child, they 

were prepared. Bowing down, they worshiped him. “Then they opened their treasures and presented him 

with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh” (Matthew 2:11). 

We may think ourselves incapable of such giving until we remember that the good news of Jesus’ birth 

also came to common folk, and that extravagance comes in many forms. Your gift to the Christmas 

offering supports the many ways Disciples across your region discover and share their gifts of ministry.  



 

 

GREEN CHALICE 
CONGREGATION 

Worship ______  11am Oct-May 

  _____________ 10am Jun-Sep 

Sun. Studies _ 9:45am Oct-May 

  _______________  off Jun-Sep 

253.845.6232 

www.fccpuyallup.com 

First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ) 

Pastor Nancy Gowler Johnson 

623 - 9th Avenue SW 

P.O. Box 516 

Puyallup, WA  98371 

253.845.6232 

Return Service Requested 

visit us at www.FCCPuyallup.com

DECEMBER 

Birthdays 
  3 ..................................... Joyce Riffe 

  5 ................................. Danae Rouse 

  6 .................. Nancy Gowler Johnson 

  6 ........................ Stephanie Knieriem 

  8 ............................. Bonnie Goddard 

10 .................................... Tasha Cruz 

15 ........................... Ercie Borrowman 

17 .................................... Wolf Patton 

20 .............................. Emma Forslund 

22 ..................................... Sara Jarvis 

26 ........................... Sherman Squires 

27 .................................. Betty Gowler 

27 ................................ Mike Kereluck 

28 .................................. Betty O’Brien 

28 .............................. Corky Peterson 

31 ................................. Ginny Docker 

 

Anniversaries 
12 ................. Bonnie & Ron Goddard 

20 .......................... Vicki & Ray Smith 

20 ................ Florence & Maurice Burr 

 

Remember Your Baptism 
December 5, 1954 .............. Viki Pearson 

December 13, 1959 .............. Don Turner 

December 15, 2002 ...... Emma Forslund 

December 18, 2005 .... Megan Stanhope 

December 20, 1981 ...... June Armstrong 

December 21, 2003 ............ Tyler Pasola 

Christmas Eve  
Candlelight Service 
 
December 24th 
4:30 pm 
 
Join us. 
 


