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For centuries Christians from every walk of life have 

observed Advent, the time leading up to Christmas, as a 

period of preparation. As the days grow shorter in the 

northern hemisphere, nature aids us in slowing down 

the frantic pace of our modern lives. 

Our Sunday services of worship will help guide us in 

this time of anticipation. Each Sunday we will light an 

Advent candle, reflecting on the presence of Christ in 

our lives, sing familiar carols and pray for the kingdom 

of God to be made known in our world.  

The Faith Formation team has made Advent 

devotionals available for your daily personal prayer. 

Printed copies are available in the narthex. Stretching 

Toward Sunday, weekly reflections on the lectionary 

readings, offers additional direction in your 

meditations. 

If you’re on Facebook, consider liking our page Faith 

Connections and Conversations. There you will find 

thoughts, quotes, questions and ideas to encourage you 

in your own spiritual journey.  

Interested in participating in leading Worship during 

Advent and Christmas? Candle lighters, scripture 

readers, Prayers of the People writers, and song leaders 

are a few of the ways in which you can help make the 

seasons meaningful. 

Seeing the Word  
The Advent Season opens up space to 
reflect on Christ’s presence  

Visio Divina is an ancient form of prayer in which 

worshippers are guided in a reflective experience of 

praying and meditation with images. 

Learn how to pray through reflecting on art pieces or 

other images. This contemplative service will help 

you begin your Advent season with a quiet evening 

of imaginative prayer. 

Seeing the Word 

Contemplative Prayer 

Service 

December 5 at 6:30 pm 
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Our nativity came alive this Christmas as 

we tried a little experiment. Our usual 

tradition is to keep Baby Jesus wrapped 

as a special gift to be opened first on 

Christmas morning. 

This year our decorations went up later 

than usual, so the kids’ church Christmas 

program was fresh in our minds, with 

thoughts of the wise men’s long journey 

following the star particularly clear. 

Instead of setting all the nativity guests in 

place in the stable under the tree, just 

waiting for the star attraction, we added 

more space. 

The kids found “fields” for the shepherds and sheep, and 

home “lands” for the wise men and their camels. The only 

figures who moved before Jesus arrived, were the sheep 

and shepherds, looking for fresh pasture to graze in. The 

anticipation filled the kids with excitement and wonder—

WHEN will these journeys begin?? 

I will admit it was a little startling for a while to meet the 

wise man in the bathroom and the one in the pantry 

between the cereal boxes. But it really brought home the 

timeline of events of that first Christmas for our whole 

family. 

Baby Jesus arrived on Christmas 

morning and the shepherds met the 

assorted heavenly hosts dangling in the 

hallway before they headed over to the 

stable. The wise men finally spotted the 

biggest and “brightest” wooden star 

ornament hanging over the stable and 

took their time journeying across the 

house so that they arrived on January 6 

(Epiphany). For us, Christmas became 

more than just one night. 

In fact, I hadn’t realized how effective 

this little experiment was until after the 

wise men’s visit, when my son suddenly panicked that all 

the figures had to go home and Mary, Joseph and Jesus 

had to get out of there! Alarmed, I questioned what was 

wrong and he replied, “Nobody STAYED, Mom! 

Besides, Herod is after Jesus and they have to get to 

Egypt!!!” 

The Holy family made it to “Egypt” safely and the others 

returned home. God’s story of His greatest gift filled us 

with the passion that only He can stir in our hearts. And I 

think we began a new family tradition! 

May your Christmas be more than just one Holy night! 

by Nancy Christenson,  Whose Birthday Is It Anyway? 

There’s a Camel in the Bathroom! 
Celebrating the Twelve Days of Christmas (Dec. 25—Jan. 6) 

december birthdays 
  3 .......................................................... Joyce Riffe 

  5 ...................................................... Danae Rouse 

  6 ....................................... Nancy Gowler Johnson 

  6 ............................................ Stephanie Knieriem 

  8 .................................................. Bonnie Goddard 

10 ......................................................... Tasha Cruz 

15 ................................................ Ercie Borrowman 

17 ......................................................... Wolf Patton 

20 .................................................. Emma Forslund 

22 .......................................................... Sara Jarvis 

26 ................................................ Sherman Squires 

27 ....................................................... Betty Gowler 

27 ..................................................... Mike Kereluck 

28 ....................................................... Betty O’Brien 

28 ................................................... Corky Peterson 

31 ...................................................... Ginny Docker 

 

anniversaries 
12 ....................................... Bonnie & Ron Goddard 

19 ............................................... Sara & Matt Jarvis 

20 ................................................ Vicki & Ray Smith 

 

remember your baptism 
December 5, 1954 ............................... Viki Pearson 

December 13, 1959 ............................... Don Turner 

December 13, 1959 ............................. Doris Turner 

December 15, 2002 ....................... Emma Forslund 

December 18, 2005 ..................... Megan Stanhope 

December 20, 1981 ....................... June Armstrong 

December 21, 2003 ............................. Tyler Pasola 
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11/03    *General Fund ............................. $3,829.00 
             Homeless Ministries .................... $2,000.00 

11/10    *General Fund .............................. $  712.00 

11/17    *General Fund .............................. $2001.16 
             Week of Compassion .................... $  100.00 
             Homeless Ministries ..................... $    30.00
 Lighting Project ............................ $    20.00 

11/24    *General Fund .............................. $1347.00
 Week of Compassion .................... $    25.00 
             Thanksgiving Offering ................. $    83.00          

*To meet 2013’s budgeted General Offering income,  

weekly General Fund giving must average $1538.46 

Book of the Month Club 
New pick features celebrated Northwest author 

“My parents came from poor people who came from poor 

people who came from poor people, all the way back to 

the very first poor people.”  

—Arnold Spirit, Jr., The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-

Time Indian, by Sherman Alexie.  Illustrated by Ellen 

Forney. 

Bestselling author Sherman Alexie tells the story of Junior, a 

budding cartoonist growing up on the Spokane Indian 

Reservation. Determined to take his future into his own 

hands, Junior leaves his troubled school on the rez to attend 

an all-white farm town high school where the only other 

Indian is the school mascot. Heartbreaking, funny, and 

beautifully written, The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-

Time Indian, which is based on the author's own 

experiences, coupled with poignant drawings by acclaimed 

artist Ellen Forney, that reflect the character's art, chronicles the contemporary adolescence of one Native American 

boy as he attempts to break away from the life he was destined to live.  —from Hachette Book Group  

Book Club picks are featured on the FCC Amazon web page at www.fccpuyallup.com/amazon.  Begin your shopping 

there and ~6% of the total purchase will go to FCC. 

The Book Club meets the first Tuesday of every month.   Join the Club on Tuesday, December 3rd at 7 pm   
 at FCC, as they discuss How Mrs. Claus Saved Christmas by Jeff Guinn.  

Book Club picks are featured on the FCC Amazon web page at www.fccpuyallup.com/amazon.   
Begin your shopping there and ~6% of the total purchase will go to FCC. 

Giving Tree 
Give families in need a merry Little Christmas 

Our Giving Tree will be filled with gift tags for families in 

need in our community. Grab a gift tag (or more) off of 

the tree, go shopping for a present or two, wrap the 

items with the tags on top, and 

place back under the tree.  

And just like that, you’ve 

brought some holiday cheer to 

a family.   

The deadline for returning gift 

items to the church is Friday, 

December 20
st

. Call the church 

if you can’t get in to pick a tag. 

We’ll add more families and items 

as we get them—check the tree often!  Contact Giving Tree 

coordinator Bonita Goatz or the church office for more info. 
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Poignant passages of 

Scripture are paired with 

beloved Christmas carols both 

old and new, as together we 

celebrate the birth of Jesus. 

Make this beautiful Christmas 

Eve Worship part of your 

family’s holiday tradition. 

Life of the Church in December 
 3 .............................................. Nominating Team  - 11 am  

 3 .......................................... Faith Formation Team - 6 pm 

 3 ................................................ Book Club at FCC - 7 pm 

 5 ........ Seeing the Word Contemplative Service - 6:30 pm 

 8 ............. Congregational Budget Meeting - after Worship 

21 ........................................... Lunch with a Friend - 10 am 

24 ............... Christmas Eve Candlelight Service - 4:30 pm 

25 ................................................................ Christmas Day 

31 .............................................................. New Year’s Eve 

Visit our official online calendar at www.fccpuyallup.com/calendar  

for changes & updates or sign up for weekly e-mail memos in the church foyer. 

Sunday Studies ..................................................... 9:45 am 

Sunday Worship ....................................................... 11 am 

Women’s Study (BRB) .................... Wednesdays - 10 am 

Freezing Nights ...........................................Fridays - 7 pm 

Lessons & Carols 

 

December 24 
4 : 30  PM 
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