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...CALLED BY GOD TO LIVE AS A BLESSING...

Chimes

Advent Blessings: Making the time
THE WILDERNESS

AND THE DRY LAND SHALL BE GLAD, THE DESERT SHALL REJOICE AND BLOSSOM; LIKE THE

CROCUS IT SHALL BLOSSOM ABUNDANTLY, AND REJOICE WITH JOY AND SINGING.

The rush of the holiday season has begun. Turkey
leftovers give way to Christmas lights and tinsel. While
the festivities of December can be a source of great joy,
much can be lost in the hustle and bustle.
In the midst of holiday frenzy, the Christian season of
Advent invites us to pause. (Right now, you can do it!)
Take a deep breath. (Fill those lungs.)
Now breathe out. (No one‟s watching you!)
Try another breath.

--ISAIAH 35:1

This December try taking time for Advent pauses. Allow
yourself time to breathe deeply. And as you do, look
around you. Reflect on your life. Where do you see God
at work in you? Where is God present in your daily life?
As you reflect, name
the blessings of God
you find. Find ways
to share those
blessings with others.

Allow any tension in your body to release.
(Doesn‟t that feel better?)
The world is filled with stress—holiday demands,
economic uncertainties, grief, health concerns, and
relationship struggles. It is easy to get caught up in the
frantic pace and the temptations to worry.
The practice of Advent preparation opens up for us the
opportunity to find another way. For four weeks leading
up to Christmas our worship and devotions underscore the
grim reality of our existence and yet hold fast to God‟s
promise of new life. The prophet Isaiah writes of the very
earth singing with joy, as the deserts and wilderness
blossom with the beauty of creation. Yes, there are
wilderness times and places, but the grace of God brings
hope to those wild corners of our lives.

 Write down your blessings on paper ornaments that are

on the tables in the sanctuary--we‟ll deck the halls and
trees with the blessings of God!
 Post your blessings on First Christian‟s Facebook page.
 Give thanks for your blessings to God in your prayers.
 Write a thank you note to someone who‟s blessed you.
 Tell a friend about a blessing.
 Pass a blessing on to others.

visit us at www.FCCPuyallup.com

Advent Blessings
WEEKLY PRACTICES
ADVENT ONE: Choose a white candle. Mark 24
notches in it. On a piece of paper or in a journal, write
the names of 24 people or places you want God to bless
this Advent. Burn one segment a day.
ADVENT TWO: Each day this week, take a can of food
out of your pantry. Read the labels. Consider who made
it. What will Christmas be like for them? This Advent,
what might it mean for you to join with Christians who
pray the Lord‟s Prayer: “Give us this day our daily
bread”?
ADVENT THREE: Make a list of your enemies. It
might be someone who has hurt you and it still gets to
you. It might be someone in the Christian community
you disagree with, or a political opponent or someone you
feel ripped you off. Place their names carefully in a
blessing bowl, as you do imagining that you are letting
them go by placing them in God‟s hands.
ADVENT FOUR: Take some time to consider joy this
week. Start by finding some bubbles. (If you don‟t know
where, ask a child). Use the bubbles to pray. What words
describe their shape, their color, their flight? Blow these
prayers on yourself. Blow them on the places you sleep
and eat. Blow them on your pets. Be bold and blow them
down your street.

What about the artwork in our entryway?
LOCAL ARTIST’S GENEROSITY BENEFITS FCC PUYALLUP AND MORE
A priority of Rebecca Westeren‟s For Art Sake Inc. is giving back to the community. Rebecca generously loans her works
and those of other artists who display in her store so that plain white walls in the world might gain some color and
culture! Many pieces on display at FCC, like the one seen here, are multimedia pieces with real leaves, sticks and other
bits of nature embedded in them. Rebecca has also graced us with
collage, photography and metalwork. All items are for sale.
Rebecca and other local artists have crafted over 100 Christmas
ornaments with all proceeds going to Tree House for Kids, an
agency benefiting foster kids in Washington, and she‟ll host an
annual open house on Dec. 11th from 4-8 pm. Mingle with the
artists while enjoying live local jazz with Alejandro Fleites, the
holiday boat parade just outside, food, beverages, games, prizes,
fabulous art and more at 8805 N Harborview Drive in Gig Harbor.
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As Regional Minister Rev. Sandy Messick wrote,
"This special day offering and Disciples Mission
Fund are two primary ways we fund God's work
among us as the Northwest Regional Christian
Church. One hundred percent of the Christmas
Offering from NW congregations stays in the
Region and supports our work with one another."

The NW Region then pledges 10% of the Christmas Offering to the Yakama Christian Mission.
God Gave... and God continues to give. With your
gift this Christmas experience God's joy of giving
with love; supporting youth, developing new
churches and leaders, living as one community...
transforming together.

Congregational Pictures
DECEMBER 5TH & 12TH—PUT ON YOUR SUNDAY BEST

AND A SMILE!

It’s photo time! The diaconate are working on a
photo board of members and friends of First
Christian Church. Give a few moments of your time
(and a smile!) either before or after worship on
December 5th or 12th, and help make our photo board
directory complete. It’s one of the ways our diaconate
members are helping us welcome one another.
The Chimes
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True to its name, Freezing Nights kicks into gear
APTLY NAMED MINISTRY RALLIES

AS TEMPERATURES PLUMMET

Anyone living in western Washington in November 2010
knows that Mother Nature was at her fiercest when a
windstorm, snowstorm and temperatures plunging into
the low teens ensued. At its coldest, even a momentary
venture outdoors without full gear resulted in numb
fingertips and chattering teeth, and throughout the Puget
Sound area thousands were homebound or stranded, and
hundreds were forced to abandon their vehicles. ...Now
imagine those who had no home or whose vehicle was
their only shelter.

Freezing Nights didn’t
sweat it when temperatures
dropped in November.

Thankfully, seven nights a week through winter, a
growing number of Puyallup churches continue to
provide warmth and comfort for those in need of a place
to sleep. FCC Puyallup Freezing Nights co-coordinator
Terry Forslund said of the cold snap, “Because of the
weather, at least two host sites opened up early to get the
guests out of the weather.”
Community of Christ Church hosted Freezing Nights for
the first time on the subfreezing Monday night before
Thanksgiving, when 26 guests walked through their
doors. Volunteer Jack Gorrecht noted that although fewer
guests had been expected and less food was prepared,
everyone was fed a hot meal and had a cot to sleep on.
At print, the program is in its fourth week of the 2010-11
season. When asked if there was any difference between
this year and previous years so far, Terry answered, “One
thing I‟ve noticed is an early increased number of guests
this year, partly because of [our summer program] The
Hangout. We built relationships with those who had not
participated in Freezing Nights and who are now coming
regularly. Attendance started low at the beginning of
previous years, like eight to ten, and built as word got out.
This year we started out with 20-plus, and on Week 3 we
hosted 28. What I'm hearing is that the participants meet
someone on the street or at the meal site and take them
under their wing and bring them to the program. We‟ve
had first time guests each Friday so far as well as guests
who are new to us but started coming during the week.
We have past guests that now are in housing coming for
the social time to play Bingo and to help as volunteers.”
Asked one of their greatest current needs, she answered,
“We‟re always in need of breakfast and lunch supplies
like breakfast and lunch meats, sliced cheese and eggs,
and there is always a list in the church entryway.”
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Book of the Month
THE LOTUS EATERS VISITS WARTIME VIET NAM
“Beautiful
and harrowing,
The Lotus Eaters explores
the world of war,
themes of love and loss,
and the complicated
question of what drives us
toward the heroic
with remarkable
compassion and grace.
Tatjana Soli’s exquisite
first novel is among the
best I’ve read in years.”
--Meg Waite Clayton,
The Wednesday Sisters
Book Clubbers meet first Tuesdays monthly at 7 pm.
December’s meeting to discuss Annie Freeman’s
Fabulous Flying Funeral will be on Dec. 7th at church.
Book Club picks can always be found at the FCC
Puyallup website’s Amazon page—start your order
there and the church will get a percent of the sale!
visit us at www.FCCPuyallup.com

A tradition in giving

A new look in budgeting

GIVE SOMEONE A MERRY LITTLE CHRISTMAS

ANNUAL BUDGET MEETING, SUNDAY, DEC. 12TH

Grab a gift tag (or more)
off of our annual Giving
Tree, wrap the items with
the tags on top, and place
back under the tree. Voila!
You’ve made someone’s
Christmas very special!

All members of First Christian Church of Puyallup are
encouraged to take part in the annual congregational
budget meeting Sunday, December 12th after Worship
when planning for our future will look a little different!

The deadline for returning
gift items to the church is
Tuesday, December 21st.
Call the church if you can’t
get in to pick a tag.
We’ll add more families and
items as we get them—
check the tree often! Contact Giving Tree coordinator
Bonita Goatz or the church office for more info.

New Sunday Study Ops
LEARNING TOGETHER IS A WAY OF LIFE AT FCC
In December, all three Sunday School groups will begin
new studies—and you‟re invited! FCC‟s small group
policy is always to have an open door for drop-ins or
those wanting to test the water. See if any of these titles
sound tempting and fit your Sunday morning schedule!
Starting December 5th—Adults—4 sessions:
Rejoice! Reflections on Four Seasonal Hymns
Christmas music is the most evocative part of the season
for many. It refocuses our spirits and remind us of the
holiness and mystery of God's incarnation. This Advent
study explains the history behind some favorite carols and
helps groups encounter the rich wording anew.
Starting December 12th—Adults—4 sessions:
Advent Through the Eyes of Those Who Waited introduces
readers to several biblical characters found in the
lectionary readings for Advent, including Isaiah, John the
Baptist, Mary, mother of Jesus, and Elizabeth.
Starting December 5th—Youth: Choosing Pilgrimage: An
Adventure in Spiritual Formation for the Next Generation
Embark on a journey into a deeper understanding of the
Christian life through a pattern of scripture, daily
exercises and short readings.
The Chimes

This year, the church‟s structural layout has had the
beginnings of a reorganization to better reflect the Vision
and Ministry Plan the congregation has created. Decades
worth of committees and teams having little connection to
one another are now merged into three ministry teams:


Mission (which encompasses Outreach, Diaconate/
Hospitality, and specific outreach groups);



Stewardship (which includes the Administrative
groups, the Financial stewardship, and the Property
stewardship of the church); and



Disciple Formation (which takes into account Faith
Formation, Worship, and Elders).

The 2011 budget proposal
was constructed around
these three areas by redistributing budget line items
to echo the structure-inprogress. The FCC Puyallup
Council is hard at work putting the new structure plan
into action and appreciates
the
proposed
budget‟s
improved definition and
communication
of
the
priorities of the church.
To complement the newly redefined but still traditional
line item budget, a narrative budget has been designed in
order to show in new ways the array of FCC‟s monetary
resources and how they are used to support our many
important ministries—from mission and hospitality to
upkeep and staffing to education and spiritual
development. A scrapbook look at what we‟ve done and
dreams of what we‟d like to do helps us to understand the
blessings and needs of our little-church-that-could in
colorful, descriptive fashion. If you can‟t make the
meeting, request a copy of the budget formats from the
church office or visit www.fccpuyallup.com.
Be an integral part of planning our next steps!
Join us on Sunday, December 12th after Worship.
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Generous Living—What if…?
WHAT WOULD BE TRANSFORMED IF WE CONSISTENTLY PRACTICED THE SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINE OF GIVING?
Author and activist Shane Claiborne offers this challenging observation in The Irresistible Revolution: “If you ask most
people what Christians believe, they can tell you, „Christians believe that Jesus is God's Son and that Jesus rose from the
dead.‟ But if you ask the average person how Christians live, they are struck silent. We have not shown the world another way of doing life. Christians pretty much live like everybody else, they just sprinkle in a little Jesus along the way.”

What if

we could show the world
another way of doing life?
What if we consistently
practiced the spiritual discipline of giving? Not just so
that others can see it, but so that we are transformed.
If we choose, for example, to live on less than we make,
so we can give away money, stuff, food, and so on to
people in need, it will not only show people a way to live,
and help some folks, it will change our hearts. To live a
life of generosity is to declare that you will do more than
just "sprinkle in a little Jesus."
Giving is a spiritual discipline that is often, unfortunately,
associated with obligation. And for many, the discipline
of giving is also wrought with fear—if I give away some
of my very limited resources, how I will have enough?
Giving changes your perspective. You realize how much
you have. When we give, we get a glimpse of the
abundance of God. When we hoard out of fear, we live in
a mindset of scarcity that robs us of intimacy with God.
In today's economic climate, giving is a spiritual
discipline that will have a radical impact on the world.
People around us will see our love in tangible ways. We
can give money, time, stuff—we all have something to
offer, even when we think we have very little. We can
give the gift of time, which is a rare and beautiful gift.

Giving Totals
October 31
General Fund* ......................... $ 1466.25
November 7
General Fund* .......................... $1767.00
November 14
General Fund* .......................... $1674.00
November 21
General Fund* .......................... $1406.80
Freezing Nights ....................... $ 180.00
Week of Compassion ............... $ 10.00
November 28
General Fund* .......................... $ 905.15
*To meet 2010’s General Offering
budgeted income, weekly General Fund
giving must average $1,346.15.

Now, the problem, of course, is that Jesus said that we should not brag about our
giving or do it in a showy way just to impress others (Matthew 6:1-4). But our
decision to give instead of purchasing the latest gadget or the trendiest clothes
results in satisfaction that nothing else can touch. Giving is much more than
dropping a check in the offering plate. If we bring a meal or a loaf of bread to a
friend going through a difficult time, we find we are fed.
The key to the discipline of giving, which will transform us and the world around us,
is to see all we have—time, talents, and treasures—as valuables on loan from the
Creator. We are stewards of these resources, and our assignment is to invest them in
ways that maximize the return—not for ourselves but for the benefit of the kingdom.
—Keri Wyatt Kent, from www.christianitytoday.com/childrensministry/
foryoursoul/spiritualdiscipline.html, adapted with permission
Her 7 books include Simple Compassion: Devotions to Make a Difference
in Your Neighborhood & Your World, Zondervan, 2009
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life of the church
in december

5 .....................................................Gail Ackerman
5 ...................................................... Danae Rouse
5 ..................................................... Harold Phillips
6 ....................................... Nancy Gowler Johnson
6 ............................................. Stephanie Knieriem
8 .................................................. Bonnie Goddard
10 .......................................................Tasha Parker
10 ................................................... Rachel Schmidt
11 ............................................... Jamie Sappington
11 ............................................ Jennifer Sappington
13 ........................................................Cathy Foster
15 .................................................Ercie Borrowman
17 ..........................................................Wolf Patton
19 ............................................................. Del Stack
20 ................................................... Emma Forslund
22 .........................................................Sara Pasola
22 ........................................................... Terri Maas
26 ................................................ Sherman Squires
27 ......................................................Mike Kereluck
28 ....................................................... Betty O’Brien
29 ................................................... Corky Peterson
31 ...................................................... Ginny Docker

Sunday studies ................................. Sundays - 9:45 am
Worship Service .................................. Sundays - 11 am
Women’s Study (BRB) ..................Wednesdays - 10 am
SO & SEW Study & Ministry..............Thursdays - 10 am
Men’s Study .........................................Thursdays - 7 pm
Freezing Nights ........................................Fridays - 7 pm
Lectionary Study .................................. Saturdays - 8 am
5 ................. Christmas Music Workshop - after Worship
7 ....................................... Book Club Discussion - 7 pm
10 ....................................... Friends in Fellowship - 6 pm
Potluck/$5 fun gift - Laura Vogel’s - 1912 Tacoma Rd.
12 ............... Congregational Budget Meeting - 12:30 pm
18 ......... Lunch with a Friend at Peace Lutheran - 10 am
24 .................. Christmas Eve Candlelight Service - 4 pm
25 ............................................................ Christmas Day
31 .......................................................... New Year’s Eve
Visit the official FCC calendar at fccpuyallup.com
for changes and updates
or sign up for weekly e-mail memos in the foyer.
The Chimes

anniversaries
12 ....................................... Bonnie & Ron Goddard
20 ................................................Vicki & Ray Smith

baptism dates
December 5, 1954 ............................ Vicki Pearson
December 13, 1959 .............................. Don Turner
December 13, 1959 ............................ Doris Turner
December 15, 2002 ....................... Emma Forslund
December 18, 2005 ..................... Megan Stanhope
December 20, 1981 ....................... June Armstrong
December 21, 2003 ............................ Tyler Pasola
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First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ)
Pastor Nancy Gowler Johnson
623 - 9th Ave. SW
P.O. Box 516
Puyallup, WA 98371
(253) 845-6232

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
December 24th, 4-5 pm
The beauty is in its simplicity. Join family and
friends as we celebrate the birth of Christ. Through
ancient Scripture, treasured carols, prayer and Holy
Communion, we will welcome the love of God
given a human face in Jesus.
Invite family, friends and neighbors to join you, and
make this year’s Christmas Eve service part of your
holiday tradition.

Poinsettias adorning our facility & donated by loved ones:
In Memory of:
James Borrowman
Dora Brown
Eva Crabtree
Andrea Leigh Freeman
The Heywood Sisters
Alma Kage
Stan &Betty Mowre
visit us at www.FCCPuyallup.com

Shawn Pasola
Donna Mowre-Rhay
Joe Rickert
Mardel Wise

In Honor of:
Jerry Forslund
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