
 

  

 

SAFE  ONLINE  GIVING 
Donate quickly and safely once or set up recurring gifts 

to the fund of your choice at  fccpuyallup.com/donate 

EASY  MOBILE  GIVING  APP   
1. Install the GivePlus Church app from Google Play or 

the App Store. 

2. Search the app for First Christian Church of Puyallup 

using zip code 98371. 

3. Give (If you‘ve given on our website Donate page, 

use your existing login.) 

AUTO-PAY  FROM  YOUR  BANK   
Ask your bank to set up automatic payments to FCC.   

MAIL  A  CHECK  TO  OUR  P.O.  BOX   
Make checks out to First Christian Church and mail to:  

623 - 9th Ave SW | P.O. Box 516 | Puyallup, WA  98371 

AMAZON  SMILE  
Click the Amazon graphic at fccpuyallup.com/amazon 

and Amazon will help to support FCC Puyallup. 

November 26, 2020 

No onsite worship, all weeks.   ++ denotes mailed checks deposited. 

2020  FCC  PUYALLUP  WEEKLY  GIVING  TOTALS: 

 Giving options 

FCC’s  

liturgical calendar 

 Advent Together SEE THE SEASON ANEW 



 

2 

If we were able to gather in the sanctuary at First Christian Church of 

Puyallup, we could stand close up to the colorful quadrant artwork 

on the wall. We’d see individual pieces of torn paper in a 

variety of colors and hidden images, applied in what seems 

a random display. But, if we looked closer, we’d see that in 

fact, there is a method to the madness. This at-first-glance 

haphazardly designed piece is actually a carefully 

patterned liturgical calendar illustrating the Christian 

year.  Sometimes displayed as a straight timeline, other 

times as a circle, liturgical calendars show the seasons 

and holy days of the Christian year by a color assigned 

to the season. On the FCC Puyallup Christian year 

calendar the first season of the year, Advent, the 

season of waiting, expectation, preparing, and justice-

seeking, starts at the 12:00 position, and is shown in blue, 

signifying Mary, mother of Jesus. Advent is the four-week 

season leading up to Christmas and the birth of Jesus.  

Before Advent, in green, we experienced the long, parable-

filled season of Ordinary Time, as in ordinal, a series or sequence, 

depicting the ministry and teachings of Jesus. And now we start again. 

 The season of Advent begins November 29th 

FCC’s  

liturgical calendar 

 A thrill of hope: The weary world rejoices 

Welcome to the season of Advent, heading toward 

Christmas and the holy birth. Advent in 2020 might 

feel a little less jolly and a lot more uncertain; and 

that’s ok—this season isn’t what we’re used to or had 

hoped for. And yet, in our faith and its unique 

understanding of hope—the positive expectation for 

that which is yet to be—hope can be rebuilt, might 

look different than we thought it would, is not lost 

after all, and can take on a whole new meaning.  

The beloved carol O Holy Night sings: “a thrill of 

hope, the weary world rejoices.”  While our levels 

of weariness may vary, we have all been tried this 

year.  Our hope is that you will be able to experience 

that thrill, that reminder, that hope, that our faith 

can help us through even the darkest of times.   

Friends, you are missed but not forgotten.  We pray 

this season of worship and reflection at FCC will 

remind you that yo are an important and loved part 

of a community called First Christian Church of 

Puyallup.  Stay safe.  Be well.  Keep faith.  Keep hope.  

 

FCC  PUYALLUP  ADVENT  DEVOTIONALS  
NOW  AVAILABLE 

See Page 8 for details on how to get your copy! 
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First Christian Church of Puyallup 
623 9th Avenue SW  •  PO Box 516  •  Puyallup, WA  98371 

253.845.6232  •  info@fccpuyallup.com  •  www.fccpuyallup.com 

“...called by God to live as a blessing…” 

November 2020 

Greetings Friends,           

What a year this has been!  Nothing has been “normal” since we learned in mid-February that our pastor would be resigning, 

and in early March first heard of signs that the novel coronavirus we had heard of in other countries had made its way into our 

neck of the woods. In mid-March the difficult decision was made to cancel in-person Worship services and onsite ministries 

“through March.” Well, “through March” has lasted a lot longer than expected, and we still have very few concrete answers.  

We do know that medical and scientific communities continue to say that the very best ways to stop the spread of the virus still 

lie in our own actions. So, on-site activities of all kinds are still suspended in keeping with expert recommendations for getting 

through the COVID-19 pandemic safely and healthily. If you must be out and about, please apply The 3 W’s: Wear masks in 

public—Wash hands often—Wait 6 feet apart.  It’s so important for all of us to be careful and mindful NOW, to protect and 

love one another, so that as soon as we can, we will ALL be here to gather again. 

Indeed, 2020 has been a year of change and unknowns, yet one thing that has been consistent throughout the year is your 

generosity to First Christian Church of Puyallup. We’re meeting and exceeding the amount that was projected and budgeted for 

our yearly General Offering income! The FCC Council is so appreciative of your continued support and wants to thank and 

congratulate you in a time when it could have been easy to let tithing slip. Even without counting the sizeable loss of income we 

count on from our biggest fundraiser, parking cars on our grounds for visitors to the WA State Fair in April and September, your 

reliable generosity has allowed us, without a pastor leading us, to “be church” in the best ways we can right now, including: 

 ◦  Online Worship every Sunday   ◦  Weekly children’s ministries sessions 

◦  Increased congregational contact by elders  ◦  Pastoral care provided by an on-call pastor 

◦  Morning prayers for congregants and beyond  ◦  Evening Prayers bringing FCC friends together 

◦  Enhanced communication through mailings  ◦  Sustained essential office activities 

◦  Longtime study groups meeting virtually  ◦  Church business via virtual meetings 

The year is quickly coming to a close and we pray for a thriving future ahead. We invite you to consider First Christian Church 

in your tax-deductible yearend giving so that while the future is still unknown, it will continue to be bright! Thank you for your 

faithful support in 2020, we look forward to great things in 2021! 

In warm appreciation and expectation of a blessed year to come, 

Mike Cheek, Kelli Kays, Karrin Lewis, Katie Peterson, Connie Robey, Barbara Stroud 

First Christian Church of Puyallup Council 

Yes, I want to be a part of the bright future of First Christian Church of Puyallup!  

Checks may be made out to FCC Puyallup, or to use a credit/debit card, please complete this form and  

return it to the church office. You may also donate online at our website, www.fccpuyallup.com/donate. 

Credit Card # 

Signature of Cardholder 

Exp. date MM/YY 

Name (as it appears on the card, if using) 

Billing Address Number/Street 

Email Address Phone Number 

CVV  Today’s Date 

MasterCard Visa Method of Payment Check enclosed 

Please process my gift of  $250 $100 $50 or $ $1,000 $500 

monthly one time to be billed 
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Mike Cheek here, coming to you with another riveting article about recycling.  Well perhaps “riveting” may be a 

stretch, but I do have more recycling information! 

For those of you still holding onto those recyclable items you would normally bring to church, mark your calendars for 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12th for our second drive-thru recycling collection from 11 am to 1 pm.  Bring all your recyclable 

items to the FCC parking lot for a no-contact collection. We’ll be gathering all of those items regularly collected at the 

FCC recycling center… Plastic caps, lids, clamshells; batteries; Styrofoam; small scrap metal and can lids, mascara 

brushes, wine corks, eyeglasses & cases, prescription bottles (all labels removed), glass bottles & jars, disposable 

shaving materials & packaging, marking pens, Method soap refill pouches, and grocery-size plastic bags.  

The event is for FCC folks only, please. I don’t want all of Puyallup rolling through to drop off their items. Please stay in 

your car for a touchless transaction; a masked person will do the unloading. Thanks in advance for your participation! 

ECO-FRIENDLY TIPS 

Remember when you had to wait for a week or more for something 

to arrive after you ordered it? Now those of us with Amazon Prime 

get annoyed when it takes two days!  However, if you often order 

multiple things at a time, like say Christmas presents, and you don’t 

need them the next day, then pay attention to the shipping options 

on Amazon when you check out.  There will usually be an option that 

says “Free delivery in fewer boxes and fewer trips to your house.” The 

delivery gets pushed out a day or two, but the Earth thanks you. 

Speaking of Christmas, most wrapping paper is NOT recyclable.  Plain brown kraft paper or newspaper can be if you 

choose to wrap in that.  Or, how about reusable gift bags as an alternative? 

Many big items still use a lot of Styrofoam packaging, one of the hardest things to break down in landfills. That’s why we 

have it as one of our collection items at FCC.  But, if you don’t have room to store large Styrofoam packaging, you can 

drop it off yourself: Styro Recycle, 23418 68th Ave S, Kent, WA 98032. They take all types and are open M-F 8 am-5 pm. 

Check their website (styrorecycle.com) before you go to confirm days and hours with the COVID-19 restrictions.   

That’s all for now.  Please enjoy the holiday season and keep on recycling!  We hope to see you on Dec. 12th! 

 Drive-thru recycling returns! 
Saturday, December 12th from 11 am to 1 pm 

No-contact  Drive-thru recycling 

The debut of our new Prayer Partner ministry was a success with 13 participants!  We’ll take a break for the holidays 

before signup opens up for a second session to be offered for February/March 2021.  Participants in the first round who 

want to continue with their current partner are welcome to do so if they’d like.  In addition to supporting one another 

in prayer, it’s an opportunity to connect with someone in the church you may not know very well (yet)! 

The reviews are in! Here's what some participants had to say about their experience: 

"... very rewarding. It was fun to get to share myself with another person. ...I felt more connected to the church." 

"My partner posted something funny or inspirational every day.  ...It’s like she has a sunshine ministry all her own." 

"I connected with someone I knew very little about and we got to know each other better.  I have a new friend!  I also 

appreciated the commitment which kept my partner on my mind and in my prayers. Hearing the session was closing, 

my partner said, ‘Oh no…oh well, I still have your number!’” 

"Having a prayer partner was great. I was more intentional about keeping in contact which was nice in COVID-19 time." 

"...a very positive experience; I looked forward to our weekly phone calls when we could just sit and have a check-in 

moment.  ...we would tell stories, laugh at silliness, discuss concerns, and pray for our church member during these 

troubled times.  Now I am thinking,  who will be my next partner?  I can hardly wait." 

 New Prayer Partner Ministry a Success 
Sign up in the new year for the next  

session in February-March 
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When I was in Ireland a while back, I picked up a wonderful phrase that I think speaks to the story of Jonah – This story is 

real, some of it actually happened.  The book of Jonah is a story, one of my favorite stories in the Bible, and some of it 

may have happened.   

The story of Jonah has been, unfortunately, relegated to a 

children’s story for the most part, and overly focused on that big 

fish. But the book of Jonah is part of the prophetic canon of the 

bible, part of the minor prophets, the small books, dating to the 

period before the fall of the Northern kingdom to Assyria. There’s 

an important prophetic message, amid fantastic, surprising, 

sometimes humorous story elements. 

Today I want to do things a bit differently.  I’ll read some pieces 

of the story and talk about them as we go. 

The story begins:  The Lord’s word came to Jonah, “Get up and 

go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry out against it, for their 

evil has come to my attention.” 

So Jonah got up—to flee to Tarshish from the Lord! He went 

down to Joppa and found a ship headed for Tarshish. He paid 

the fare and went aboard to go with them to Tarshish, away from the Lord.  

But the Lord hurled a great wind upon the sea, so that there was a great storm on the sea; the ship looked like it might 

be broken to pieces. The sailors were terrified, and each one cried out to his god. They hurled the cargo that was in the 

ship into the sea to make it lighter. 

Now Jonah had gone down into the hold of the vessel to lie down and was deep in sleep.  

The ship’s officer came and said to him, “How can you possibly be sleeping? Get up! Call on your god! Perhaps that 

god will give some thought to us so that we won’t perish.” 

Meanwhile, the sailors said to each other, “Let’s cast lots so that we might learn who is to blame for this evil that’s 

happening to us.” They cast lots, and the lot fell on Jonah. So they said to him, “Tell us, since you’re the cause of this evil 

happening to us: What do you do and where are you from? What’s your country and of what people are you?” 

He said to them, “I’m a Hebrew. I worship the Lord, the God of heaven—who made the sea and the dry land.” 

Then the men were terrified and said to him, “What have you done?” (The men knew that Jonah was fleeing from the 

Lord, because he had told them.) 

They said, “What will we do about you so that the sea will become calm around us?” 

He said, “Pick me up and hurl me into the sea!  Then it will become calm around you. I know it’s my fault this great storm 

has come upon you.”  The men rowed to reach 

dry land, but they couldn’t manage it because 

the sea continued to rage against them. So they 

called on the Lord, saying, “Please, Lord, don’t let 

us perish on account of this man’s life, and don’t 

blame us for innocent blood! You are the Lord: 

whatever you want, you can do.” 

Then they picked up Jonah and hurled him into 

the sea, and the sea ceased its raging. The men 

worshipped the Lord with a profound reverence; 

they offered a sacrifice to the Lord and made 

solemn promises. 

Meanwhile, the Lord provided a great fish to swallow Jonah. He was in the belly of the fish for three days, three nights. 

Jonah is called by God to go to the heart of the enemy empire, the capitol city of Assyria, and tell them that God is not 

happy about what’s going on there.  Jonah is right to be frightened.  What you won’t see in the Veggie Tales version of 

the story is that Assyrians were pretty proud of killing Judeans.  It was even celebrated in their art.                 (Cont. Pg 6) 

 Sunday Worship Notes 

Fresco of Jonah being thrown into the sea -  

Catacombs of Priscilla, Rome  

WHY  ME?  WHY  THEM?  |  Rev. Dr. Kara Markell 

Jonah 1:1-17, 3:1-10, 4:1-11  
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So, of course, Jonah doesn’t want to go there. He decides to try to hide and avoid this call.  So, he goes in the opposite 

direction, to Joppa – rather than northern Iraq, he goes to this city on the Mediterranean Sea, pays passage on a ship 

and hides in the lower level. He is getting as far away from Nineveh and God as he can. 

It becomes apparent to his shipmates, that Jonah is a problem.  In many prophetic books of the bible, God uses the 

natural elements to curb people’s behavior – a flood, or draught, or plague, or earthquake – may be a sign that God is 

trying to get your attention, trying to urge you onto another path. 

So the sailors get worried, go to Jonah, because, by the way, he told them what he was doing, and ask him what they 

should do.  And he volunteers himself to be thrown overboard.  He is so afraid to go to Nineveh that he would rather die 

in the sea.  He knows this storm is God’s wake up call to him.  And when the sailors do what he instructs and the storm is 

calmed, what do they do?  They offer praise and sacrifice and allegiance to Jonah’s God, the God of heaven, the 

creator.  His sacrifice and God’s response convert these sailors. 

Meanwhile, God, even in this moment, provides for and takes care of Jonah by sending a large fish to catch him and 

bring him to shore.  A nice dark place to do some serious thinking about one’s choices. 

In that place Jonah prays in chapter 2: “I called out to the Lord in my distress, and he answered me.  From the belly of 

the underworld I cried out for help; you have heard my voice.  I will offer a sacrifice to you with a voice of thanks. That 

which I have promised, I will pay. Deliverance belongs to the Lord!” 

And, as always, God hears his prayer and Jonah finds himself on dry land once again and turns his face toward 

Nineveh.  Nineveh is an enormous city – it takes three days to walk across it.  So, Jonah starts walking and preaching 

(3:4) “Just forty days more and Nineveh will be overthrown!”  I mean it’s a pretty mediocre sermon, right?  What reason 

do the people of Nineveh have to believe that? 

But something about it sticks.  Because we read in the very next verse: “The people of Nineveh believed God.  They 

proclaimed a fast and put on mourning clothes, from the greatest of them to the least significant.” 

When word of it reached the king of Nineveh, he got up from his throne, stripped himself of his robe, covered himself 

with mourning clothes, and sat in ashes. He announced, “In Nineveh, by decree of the king and his officials:  Neither 

human nor animal, cattle nor flock, will taste anything! No grazing and no drinking water!  Let humans and animals alike 

put on mourning clothes, and call upon God forcefully! Let all persons stop their evil behavior and the violence that’s 

under their control!”  He thought, Who knows? God may see this and turn from his wrath, so that we might not perish. 

In response to Jonah’s prophecy, the king of the Assyrian empire announces an executive order for the entire city and 

all its inhabitants—human and non-human—to repent, to fast, to pray. To stop any evil behaviors or violence.  He 

doesn’t want to be destroyed.  He doesn’t want his city in ruins, if it can be prevented. It is possible for people to be 

transformed, to change their ways. 

And we should know what is coming, because all the prophets tell us if the people will repent and change their ways, 

God is waiting with open arms to receive them.  Even when God is angry with people, God never stops passionately 

caring about them.  So chapter 3 ends telling us (3.10) “God saw what they were doing—that they had ceased their evil 

behavior. So, God stopped planning to destroy them, and didn’t do it.” The 40th day arrives and Nineveh is safe. 

Jonah should be delighting in the fact that God fulfilled God’s promise, that he was instrumental in bringing about the 

transformation and salvation of this immense city.  That from this day on his people won’t be persecuted, because of 

him. But, he’s not.  He’s mad. 

Chapter 4.2: “[Jonah] prayed to the Lord, “Come on, Lord! Wasn’t this precisely my point when I was back in my own 

land? This is why I fled to Tarshish earlier! I know that you are a merciful and compassionate God, very patient, full of 

faithful love, and willing not to destroy. At this point, Lord, you may as well take my life from me, because it would be 

better for me to die than to live.” 

Jonah didn’t want these people saved, he wanted God to destroy them. I know you can’t help yourself God, but 

seriously, these people? He didn’t want to be part of God’s abundant mercy and love and compassion. Why them? 

The irony is that Jonah, who was just rescued from death in the belly of a fish, who has received God’s love and mercy 

and compassion, doesn’t want God to extend that to people he doesn’t like. People who have harmed his people.  

 Worship Notes (cont.) 
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Maybe he doesn’t want to go home and tell his family that he saved the evil empire. And so rather than be art of 

redeeming this lot, he prefers death. 

And God responds with a simple question “Is your anger a good thing?” Is it justified?  Jonah turns away and heads out 

of town, builds himself a little hut for shelter and shade and sits down and waits for God to do something else.   

Now, I know a pity party when I see it – I’ve hosted a few myself.  And even in this huff, God provides a shrub to grow up 

and shelter Jonah from the heat of the day.  Maybe he just needs to cool off, have a nap, and he’ll come to his senses.  

Jonah was happy about the shrub.   

But overnight a worm comes along and eats up the shrub, so that the heat of the day is beating down on Jonah and his 

mood sours again, and the story ends with this closing conversation between Jonah and God (4.8-11):  

Jonah begged that he might die, saying, “It’s better for me to die than to live.” 

God said to Jonah, “Is your anger about the shrub a good thing?” 

Jonah said, “Yes, my anger is good—even to the point of death!” 

But the Lord said, “You ‘pitied’ the shrub, for which you didn’t work and which you didn’t raise; it grew in a night and 

perished in a night.  Yet for my part, can’t I pity Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than one hundred 

twenty thousand people and many animals who can’t tell their right hand from their left?” 

So, I’m pondering two questions.  What does the story tell us about ourselves?  And what does it tell us about God? 

Our first inclination is to read this story and contemplate the ways we may be like Jonah.  I think Jonah is an everyman 

kind of literary figure, revealing human nature in surprising and sometimes humorous, sometimes uncomfortable ways.  

Jonah recognizes his calling as a prophet, he hears the voice of God.  He has strong convictions about who deserves 

God’s redemption and who does not. Within that is a deep commitment to his own people, who have suffered at the 

hands of the ones God tells him to prophesy to.  Jonah is stubborn, which may be partly what makes him a good 

prophet. Jonah has some courage, too – he doesn’t seem to flinch at being thrown over the ship into a raging sea.  He 

walks into Nineveh, knowing they could kill him, and proclaims God’s message.  And, he doesn’t like that God is so free-

wheeling with grace and mercy.   

While Jonah is complaining “why me?” about his call, he inadvertently converts an entire boatload of people.  He 

proclaims one of the most effective sermons in the bible – a whole city responds, a foreign government repents, an 

enemy relents – and he doesn’t accept that God is really that merciful and forgiving. 

We see ourselves in Jonah. 

What do we learn about God?  That God’s horizon of salvation reaches well beyond what we can imagine, let alone 

what we like.  God loves people we hate, people who do bad things, God desires their transformation.   

God also loves us and the people we love. God knows everyone has the capacity for repentance and change, and will 

go to great lengths to make sure people have the opportunity to do so.  Sometimes God calls people to take great risk 

for the benefit of others. And God takes care of those messengers in surprising and mysterious ways. God hears the 

prayers of all people and responds. God changes God’s plans for the sake of mercy. God may even shelter us when we 

have a pity party, and God will also leave us to wallow in our anger until we’re ready to come back to the conversation. 

We’ve just come through a contentious election cycle. Many people are happy about the results and many are not.  

What we, as Christians, as children of God, and a prophetic witness in the world, are called to do is not run the other 

way, not to get angry when things don’t go the way we think they should. But rather to embody the mercy, love and 

grace of God anywhere and everywhere, particularly with our perceived enemies.  We cannot begrudge others the 

grace we desire for ourselves. If there is any place where people with different ideas can be in community with one 

another, it should be the Church. 

Jonah reminds us that God’s knowledge and love extend far beyond our own.  Perhaps God knows that the Blue and 

Red states, I mean Ninevites and Hebrews have more in common than they realize.  God cares for both, God has 

enough love for both, and God calls upon us to embody that love with mercy for all our sakes.  Amen. 

Rev. Dr. Kara Markell  |  November 22, 2020 

 Worship Notes (cont.) 
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First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ) 

623 - 9th Avenue SW 

P.O. Box 516 

Puyallup, WA 98371 

253.845.6232 

Return Service Requested 

visit us at www.FCCPuyallup.com

Learning Circle Adult Forum:  9:30 am  Sundays (Zoom) 
The Learning Circle meets on Zoom during FCC’s stay-home 

period.  The group is now sharing lively conversation around 

the DVD series Living the Questions – drop in any time! 

https://zoom.us/j/93162782080  |  Mtg. ID: 93162782080  

Curated Online Worship:  Sundays starting 7 am  

(www.fccpuyallup.com/sermons) 

First Christian Church’s online interactive worship services 

consist of videos, scripture, prayer, and music, all brought to 

life by lay volunteers, elders, and guest preachers. 

Services are available starting at 7 am on Sundays and 

remain on the site for convenient worshiping at any time. 

 Through the week at First Christian Puyallup 

Morning Prayers:  9:15 am  Mon-Wed-Fri 

Start the day centered in prayer, poem, and scripture 

on Facebook Live.  Morning Prayer recordings are 

also available any time on the FCC website:  
www.fccpuyallup.com/morning-prayers 

Evening Prayers:  8 pm  Tues & Thurs (Zoom) 

Reflect on the day with scripture and prayer. Check 

in with friends, consider gratitude, acknowledge 

concerns. This time of prayer and fellowship is led by 

volunteers. Take a turn?  Contact Karrie Cheek. 

NEW LINK:  https://zoom.us/j/99295420587?

pwd=ekQ5QkVqaFlmVHNBZGhuc2c3L2JrUT09   

Passcode: 0202 

 

 Advent devotionals now available 

A collaborative Advent devotional bringing a deeper understanding 

of the hope that helps us look ahead and carry on, putting one foot in 

front of the other, is available for daily reflections through the season. 

Advent begins Nov. 29th this year and takes us right to Christmas. 

You’re invited to follow along by opening the booklet every day. 

You can access the devotional book in PDF form at: 

www.fccpuyallup.com/AdventDevotion2020.pdf 

Or, in Ebook format by following this link:   

https://online.fliphtml5.com/slsox/zefz/  

Or, by using the QR code at right to open directly. 

Online, Ebook, or QR version  


