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Our hoped for future: All 

individuals are proactively engaged 

in a lifelong process of learning and 

growing as followers of Christ. 

A desired outcome: We are a 

vibrant learning community 

—From “A Learning Community,” 

FCC Puyallup Ministry Plan 2012 

 

Our congregation has long valued the role of learning in the life of the church.  With children’s and adult Sunday School 

classes, Women’s Missionary Union groups, Saturday morning Bible Studies, Back Row Broads and Men’s Book 

Study, members and friends of FCC Puyallup have been engaged in faith formation.  With mission projects and Lunch 

with a Friend, Freezing Nights and The Hangout, school reading and math volunteers, we have always made 

connections between our faith and our actions. 

Now the Faith Formation team (Gretchen Mertes, Robin Crabb, Connie Robey and Pastor Nancy) is looking to the 

future.  How will we as a congregation grow in faith in the years to come?  How are our current ways working?  Are 

there new ways to reach more individuals or to connect in deeper ways with one another?  How will we nurture 

followers of Christ in our modern context? 

One step in this process is to get input from you.  The Faith Formation survey is available via email and a hard copy is 

included on pages 5 and 6 of this newsletter.  You may use either format.  Please take a few minutes over the next 

couple of days to fill out the survey.  We want to hear from you—if you’re actively involved or if you haven’t been a 

part of a small group or class in years.  

Please complete and return either the hard copy or online survey by November 10th.   

The link to the online survey is http://tinyurl.com/fccp-survey. 

visit us at www.FCCPuyallup.com 

Faith Formation Team’s Work Begins with You  
Survey seeks input on future Faith Formation endeavors 

http://tinyurl.com/fccp-survey
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Rod Parrott (Hood River, Ore.) stands next to one 
of two UCPC members’ vehicles as the group 
prepares for its chartered flight. 

Mrs. M’s pony wall partially repaired. 

18 September  

Hughes, Alaska 

Today we partnered with AmeriCorps volunteers from the Hoopa 

reservation in Northern California. They’ve been in Hughes 

mucking out the cabins prior to our arrival. Together my group 

focused on the outside repairs. We placed insulation in the pony 

wall, replaced additional foam board insulation and covered it 

with wood panels. 

Because the water damage was more severe than originally 

thought, an inventory reveals that not enough materials were 

ordered. Plan B develops. 

25 September  

Hughes, Alaska 

A second crew of four volunteers arrived yesterday. Using 

materials borrowed from the tribal chief and the village, the 

repairs to Mrs. M’s home are complete. This would have been a 

celebratory day, except Mrs. M is not here. She is in Fairbanks, 

where her father died today from brain cancer. Our team has 

pushed hard to have the work done before she returns home for 

his funeral. 

18 Days in Alaska 
A travelogue of Pastor Nancy’s recent Disciples Volunteering mission trip 

17 September  

Fairbanks, Alaska 

After resting up courtesy of the generous hospitality of 

University Community Presbyterian Church and attending FEMA 

safety and cultural awareness briefings, the seven of us load up 

our gear for our flight from Fairbanks to Hughes. There are 229 

recognized tribes in Alaska. The villagers of Hughes are 

Athabaskan.  

Upon our arrival the decision is made that the group will be 

housed in a tribal house which needs significant water pipe 

repair. Several focus on house repairs, while others unpack 

supplies or survey the homes on which we will be working. 

Ms. M’s home, which her father built and she grew 
up in, is repaired.  The family can move out of the 
tent in which they’ve been living since May. 
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28 September  

Hughes, Alaska 

There are three women in our 11-member 

crew.  Today we were an all-woman team 

taking loads of construction waste to the 

community dump. Next on the agenda—

preparing lunch for the crew—a busy day! 

1 October  

Hughes, Alaska 

The work projects are complete, and the group shares some 

down time with the FEMA guys—they were great partners on 

the projects, working hard to see we got what we needed to 

finish the repairs and helping out on the projects, too. 

Here Katherine shares a list of memorable quotes by team 

members during our trip. Somehow it seems, several of my 

quips have made the cut. ;-) 

2 October  

Hughes, Alaska 

On board the second flight taking volunteers back to Fairbanks. 

The village slowly disappears from view as we make our way 

above the Koyukuk River. Tonight we return to the University 

Community Presbyterian Church and fly home tomorrow. 

 

I am here in 

answer to 

someone’s prayer. 

—Thomas Merton, 

from Thomas Merton in Alaska 

 

With five homes repaired, smiles are plentiful with 
the volunteers and FEMA guys. 

Join us in Worship on November 10th to hear Pastor Nancy speak about her experiences  

on the 2013 Disciples Volunteering Mission Trip in Hughes.  

For more information on Disciples Volunteering visit www.discipleshomemissions.org/volunteering/  
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Being a participant in the Ministry of Sound in Worship is 
a simple, yet vital piece in making Sunday services 
welcoming, worshipful occasions.  Small things like 
checking that microphones are plugged in properly, 
raising and lowering sound levels so that all aspects of the 
service may be easily heard, preparing hearing assistance 
devices for grateful worshipers by making sure batteries 
are fresh, and recording the service with a few pushes of a 
button all add up to an important Sunday morning 
volunteer opportunity. 

If you are interested in being a part of the sound team at 
FCC, please contact Worship Chair Robin Crabb or 
another member of the team.  Sound technicians choose 
their schedules based on their own availability, and 
training is provided for as long as needed for each 
operator to feel confidently prepared to be on their own. 

Be a part of the First Christian Church Worship Team! 

The Ministry of Sound 

Cathy Hansen,  
sound technician,  
at her position at the 
sound board 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

As the month of October draws to a close, I have been 

so blessed by your acts of kindness and generosity.  I 

have been treated to Starbucks lattes,  my favorite 

candies, restaurants, wines, handcrafted gifts and many 

other special treats.  Each day I have been appreciated 

in unique and wonderful ways.  Thank you. 

And thank you for once again reminding me how 

much I appreciate each one of you and the opportunity 

to join  with you in ministry at FCC Puyallup. 

 

In deep gratitude, 

Pastor Nancy 

november birthdays 
 5 ........................................................... Marcy Durrant 

 6 ............................................................ Scott Durrant 

 9 ................................................................ Ed Durrant 

 9 ................................................................. Bill Robey 

 9 ......................................................... Bryan Forslund 

10 ....................................................... Noah Eckerman 

11 ........................................................... Ken Forslund 

13 .......................................................... Grant Duckett 

14 ........................................................... Mark Dimond 

15 ......................................................... Penny Bangert 

16 ......................................................... Claudia Lester 

20 ...................................................... Fisher Patterson 

24 ................................................... Kay VanPevenage 

26 .................................................... Tiffany Eckerman 

28 ....................................................... Ericka Yanasak 

anniversaries 
 5 ........................................Gretchen & Robert Collins 

21 ................................................. Doris & Don Turner 

21 ......................................... Jennifer & Kevin Valliere 

24 ...................................... Juanita & Laverne Cimmer 

remember your baptism 
Nov. 12, 1953........................................... Laura Vogel 

Nov. 25, 1973......................... Nancy Gowler Johnson  
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Life of the church in November 

Sunday Studies .................................... Sundays - 9:45 am 

Service of Worship .................................. Sundays - 11 am 

Puyallup Community Band rehearsal ..... Tuesdays - 7 pm 

Property Team .............................. Wednesdays - 9:30 am 

Women’s Study (BRB) ..................... Wednesdays - 10 am 

Freezing Nights at FCC ................. Fridays - 7 pm to 8 am 

 

  3 .... Daylight Saving Time ends (Fall back 1 hour) - 2 am 

  3 ........................................................... All Saints Sunday 

  3 ................. All Saints Remembering Potluck - 12:30 pm 

  4 ................................................. Parlor reserved - 12 pm 

  5 ................................................................... Election Day 

  5 ......... Book Club gathering at the Robeys’ home - 7 pm 

11 ................................................................ Veteran’s Day 

14 ...................................................... Council Reports due 

16 ...................... Men’s Group breakfast & book - 8:30 am 

16 .......................................... Lunch with a Friend - 10 am 

Peace Lutheran, 214 E Pioneer 

21 ........................................... Trustees meeting - 5:30 pm 

21 ............................ Joint Council/Trustee meeting - 6 pm 

28 .................................................................. Thanksgiving 

Each November congregants purchase potted 

poinsettias to help decorate FCC’s sanctuary and 

entry areas.   

Plants may be purchased in honor of a cherished 

friend, to thank a mentor, in memory of a departed 

loved one, or simply to help celebrate the Christian 

season of preparation known as Advent. 

Order yours through November 24th by placing a 

check (memo ‘poinsettia’) in the offering plate on 

Sunday. Poinsettias may be taken home after the 

candlelight Christmas Eve service. 

Order now to 
help decorate:   

~ $12.00 apiece ~ 
Deadline to order 
is November 24th. 
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09/29 General Fund* .............................. $1235.00 

10/06  General Fund* .............................. $1975.26 
 P.A.T. Ministry ............................. $  500.00 
 Reconciliation Offering ................ $      5.00 

10/13 General Fund* .............................. $1213.00 
 Reconciliation Offering ................ $    50.00 

10/20 General Fund* .............................. $1067.00 
 Homeless Ministries ..................... $    50.00 
 Reconciliation Offering ................ $    20.00 

10/27 General Offering* ......................... $1244.00 
 Lighting Project ............................ $  200.00 

 
*To meet 2013’s budgeted General Offering income, 
weekly General Fund giving must average $1538.46. 

At a recent Men’s Group meeting, the group, which 

began and has met on Thursday evenings since January 

2010, decided to discontinue the Thursday night book 

study and instead will meet in November on Saturday 

morning for breakfast and fellowship. 

Since inception, the core group of men has changed and 

evolved, have read several books together, and attended 

the Turner Memorial Lectures when John Dominic 

Crossan was the keynote speaker in 2010.  The men 

value change and growth… congratulations to them for 

knowing when it’s time to try something new! 

The group plans to meet once a month for now, with 

their first meeting of the new schedule on Saturday, 

November 16th at 8:30 am at FCC Puyallup, when they 

will chat, check in with each other’s lives, and discuss 

the possibility of reading a book to discuss at 

subsequent meetings. 

The gatherings are open to all men, young and older, friends as well as members, so those interested are welcome and 

encouraged to invite friends, neighbors, coworkers, or relatives to try the group on for size.   

For the first Saturday meeting, please help planners be sure to have enough food by letting Karl Raup, Bill Robey or 

Kerry Yanasak know how many male friends you will be bringing. 

Take this opportunity to join the new and improved men’s group! 

Men’s Group Changes Format 
Meeting time changes to breakfast on the 3rd Saturday of the month 
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In How Mrs. Claus Saved Christmas, Jeff Guinn combines solid historical fact with 

glorious legend to deliver another heartwarming holiday book for the whole family. 

It's 1620 and Mrs. Claus's dear husband is off in the New World planting the seeds 

of what will become a glorious Christmas tradition. Meanwhile, Mrs. Claus has 

chosen to stay in England, where the first signs of a dangerous threat to Yuletide 

cheer are in evidence. The Puritans have gained control of Parliament and appear 

determined to take all the fun out of Christmas. But Mrs. Claus knows that it's time 

for serious action when, in 1647, a law is passed by Parliament that actually 

punishes anyone who celebrates Christmas. Using as its springboard the actual 

events of a day in 1647 when ten thousand peasants marched through the streets of 

Canterbury demanding their right to celebrate a beloved holiday, How Mrs. Claus 

Saved Christmas is rich in historical detail, adventure, and plain ol' Christmas fun.   

(Amazon.com review) 

About the Author (from www.SimonandSchuster.com) 

Jeff Guinn is the bestselling author of several books of fiction and nonfiction, including 

Manson, The Last Gunfight, and Go Down Together, which was a finalist for an Edgar 

Award in 2010. Formerly an award-winning investigative journalist he lives in Fort 

Worth, Texas.  

Question and Answer with the Author 

Q. HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE YOUR LIFE IN ONLY 8 WORDS? 

A. I'm always eager to learn more about everything. 

Q. WHAT IS YOUR MOTTO OR MAXIM? 

A. If you're bored, you have no one to blame but yourself. 

Q. WHICH LIVING PERSON DO YOU MOST ADMIRE? 

A. Jimmy Carter. 

Q. IF YOU COULD ACQUIRE ANY TALENT, WHAT WOULD IT BE? 

A. My secret dream would be to play in a rock band, but I have absolutely no musical talent. I can't even hum on key. 

Q. IF YOU COULD BE ANY PERSON OR THING, WHO OR WHAT WOULD IT BE? 

A. Truthfully, I'm envious of Baloo the Bear in Disney's Jungle Book.  I always thought he had everything just where  

     he wanted it to be. 

Q. WHO IS YOUR FAVORITE FICTIONAL HERO? 

A. The Wart in T.H. White's The Once and Future King. 

Q. WHO IS YOUR FAVORITE FICTIONAL VILLAIN? 

A. Moriarty has no peer, at least in my opinion. 

Q. IF YOU COULD MEET ANY HISTORICAL CHARACTER, WHO WOULD IT BE AND WHAT WOULD YOU  

     SAY TO HIM OR HER? 

A. I'd like to know what Lee was really thinking prior to Pickett's Charge at Gettysburg.  How could such a brilliant man  

    make such a terrible decision? 

Book of the Month Club 
New pick features book 2 of the 3-part The Christmas Chronicles by Jeff Guinn 

 

The Book Club meets the first Tuesday of every month.   Join the Club on Tuesday, November 5rd at 7 pm   
 at Bill & Connie Robey’s home, as they discuss Inferno by Dan Brown. For directions, contact the church office. 

Book Club selections are always featured on the FCC Puyallup website Amazon page. 



First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ) 
Pastor Nancy Gowler Johnson 
623 - 9th Ave. SW 
P.O. Box 516 
Puyallup, WA  98371 
(253) 845-6232 

Return Service Requested 

visit us at www.FCCPuyallup.com 
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Then there was light… and it was good 
New lighting inside and out will pay off with lower energy use 

Have you noticed things at First Christian are a wee bit brighter these days?  It’s not just 

the happy faces of those participating in the work of the church… it’s the actual light 

fixtures!  Thanks to the foresight of the Property Team, the consensus of the FCC trustees 

and Council, and a small business rebate program from Puget Sound Energy, every light 

bulb, ballast, and fluorescent tube in the church building, and most of the fixtures around 

the exterior of the church (a few in the parking lot will be replaced in the near future), have 

been upgraded or replaced.  In keeping with the core FCC Puyallup belief of being wise 

stewards of the earth and all we have been given, the changes will provide more light for less 

monthly cost and much less energy use!   

The initial financial investment for the project was substantial, but the date when the changes 

will begin to pay off is reasonable, and FCC will enjoy updated, earth-friendly lighting for years to 

come.  All are encouraged to support this wise investment; donations may be left 

in the church office or placed in the offering; mark checks “Lighting Project.” 

 

Calling All Saints* 
 
Sunday, Nov. 3rd 
All Saints Worship 
 (bring a small memento of  a departed saint) 
and congregational potluck 
 (bring a favorite family dish to share) 

 

*all saints and sinners welcome 


