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Prayers for another,  

or intercessory prayers,  

are a faithful way of exhibiting  

care and compassion for people, 

places, and occurrences in need  

of communal prayer. 

 

If you feel called or have interest in learning more about writing and 

leading the Prayers of the People in Worship one Sunday, please contact 

Worship Chair Robin Crabb. 

Lifting Others in Prayer & Care 
A NEW WAY TO PARTICIPATE IN WORSHIP 

You’ve probably noticed that since mid-summer, laypersons have 

occasionally led the Prayers of the People in Worship.  What you may not 

know is that those same individuals are also listening for God’s lead, 

discerning situations, places, and people in need of prayer, and crafting in 

their own words the prayers they are sharing with their church family. 

Traditionally, the Prayers of the People were written by laity.   

Laypersons are encouraged to share in the leadership of Worship  

and praying for God’s children, places, and creation. 

Support and guidance provided. 

Crafting the Prayers of the People with guidance from the Worship Team 

is a unique way of considering the world, current events, people you 

know or hear about, and your own passions.  While preparing a prayer 

throughout the week, one may experience news stories, world events, 

and personal or church occasions in a more in tune and prayerful way.   
 

A comprehensive guide to creating the Prayers of the People is provided, 

and as much support as desired is available to pray-ers. 
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november birthdays 
 5 ........................................................... Marcy Durrant 

 6 ............................................................ Scott Durrant 

 6 .............................................................. Jerry Rouse 

 9 ................................................................ Ed Durrant 

 9 ................................................................. Bill Robey 

 9 ......................................................... Bryan Forslund 

10 ....................................................... Noah Eckerman 

11 ........................................................... Ken Forslund 

13 .......................................................... Grant Duckett 

14 ........................................................... Mark Dimond 

15 ........................................................ Penny Bangert 

20 ...................................................... Fisher Patterson 

24 ....................................................... Tim Clinkscales 

24 .................................................. Kay VanPevenage 

26 .................................................... Tiffany Eckerman 

28 ....................................................... Ericka Yanasak 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

remember your baptism 
Nov. 12, 1953 ........................................... Laura Vogel 

Nov. 25, 1973 ......................... Nancy Gowler Johnson  

Monthly Book Club Selection 
THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF SANTA CLAUS AS TOLD TO JEFF GUINN 

 

JOIN THE BOOK CLUB AS THEY MEET ON THE FIRST 

TUESDAY EACH MONTH AT 7 PM.  NEXT UP:   

NOVEMBER 6
TH

 AT KERRY YANASAK’S HOME  

(2017 - 7
TH

 ST SW ) TO DISCUSS  

THE DEVIL IN THE WHITE CITY 

It all started when Jeff Guinn was assigned to write a piece full of 

little known facts about Christmas for his paper, The Fort Worth 

Star-Telegram.  A few months later, he received a call from a 

gentleman who told him that he’d shown the story to an important 

friend who didn't think much of it.  And who might that be, asked Jeff.  

The next thing he knew, he was whisked off to the North Pole to meet 

with this “very important friend,” and the rest is, well, as they say, 

history. 

An enchanting holiday treasure, The Autobiography of Santa Claus combines solid historical fact with legend to 

deliver the definitive story of Santa Claus. And who better to lead us through seventeen centuries of Christmas magic 

than good ol’ Saint Nick himself?  Families will delight in each chapter of this new Christmas classic! 

—www.ebookstore.sony.com 

anniversaries 
 5 ........................................ Gretchen & Robert Collins 

20 ............................................ Dave & Penny Bangert 

21 ..................................................Doris & Don Turner 

21 ......................................... Jennifer & Kevin Valliere 

24 ...................................... Juanita & Laverne Cimmer 
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BEFORE YOU VOTE: 
With the elections just days away, 

Bread for the World urges congregations to renew their 

commitment to ending hunger and poverty, and for voters 

to vote as Christian disciples where these issues are 

concerned. 

“The past two years have been particularly tenuous for 

hungry and poor people in the U.S. and around the world, 

as the programs that support them remain at risk for deep 

budget cuts,” said Rev. David Beckmann, president of 

Bread for the World. “With the presidential election fast 

approaching, Christians should understand the issues and 

take part in God’s work to end hunger.” 

A United Nations Food and Agriculture Agency 

(FAO) report released on Oct. 9th revealed the number of 

hungry people around the world continues to fall.  But, at 

868 million, the number remains unconscionably high. 

In the U.S., one in six Americans lives in a household 

struggling to put food on the table, according to a Sept. 

2012 report by the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 

Since the 2010 elections, members of Congress have 

intently focused on reducing the federal deficit and 

balancing the budget. But the deficit-reduction proposals 

being considered could result in the most severe cuts in 

decades to programs for hungry and poor people—here in 

the United States and abroad. 

“At a time of political divisiveness, Christians can play a 

tremendous role in unifying their communities around 

action for hungry and poor people,” added Beckmann. “I 

challenge congregations and organizations to...learn how 

to use their influence to fight for justice.” 

To see what President Obama and Governor Romney 

have to say, visit bread.org/ol//2012/elections2012/rs.html 

I’VE VOTED... NOW WHAT? 
We are serving God when we raise issues of hunger and 

poverty in an election year. Practicing faithful citizenship 

is our right under the U.S. Constitution.  As people of 

faith, it is our moral calling to be politically engaged, both 

before and after elections. 

Communication with city, state and 

federal lawmakers is key—whoever 

wins.  The offices of all elected officials can be 

reached by letter, e-mail, or phone. Stay informed. Hold 

lawmakers to their promises. Work for change in your 

neighborhood or community. Support agencies doing 

work you believe in with time and money.  Pray for 

wisdom—for yourself and for those in offices who can 

make positive changes.  And pray. 

Bread.org offers a litany; equally poignant post-election: 

Gracious God, you are the source of all blessing. Among 

the many gifts you’ve given, we in this nation are blessed 

to have a voice in our government… Let us be good stew-

ards of our citizenship and use it for the common good. 

God of steadfast love, whenever your people have gone 

astray, you have sent your prophets to call us back to the 

way of justice and righteousness… Let your church be a 

voice for justice in public life. 

Almighty God, you are the source of all power and 

authority. All of our earthly differences melt away in your 

presence… Let us be bound together in your name alone, 

making a place at the table for all your children. 

God of wisdom, you have raised up citizens to be leaders 

of cities, states, and nations. Guide elected officials to be 

faithful, courageous leaders, and give them the strength to 

do not what is expedient but what is right… Let us bring 

our moral convictions to public life, encouraging our 

representatives to work for the common good. 

Holy God, it’s our privilege to participate in your work. 

Free us from cynicism that makes us despair of ever see-

ing justice and lets us serve only our narrow interests. En-

courage us with the knowledge that what we are engaged 

in is larger than ourselves… Let us join together to exer-

cise faithful citizenship in the service of your mission. 

God of unquenchable hope, you are with us in times of 

plenty and times of need. Continue to uphold your people 

who are hungry now, and use our lives as a witness to 

your love for them, seeking shalom and justice for all… 

Let us be your vessels to bring blessing to hungry and 

poor people.  ...Amen. 

“2012 will culminate a long election season during a contentious time in 

American politics. Americans will elect a president, 435 members of the 

U.S. House of Representatives, and 33 senators.  It is our responsibility 

to engage in the processes that remind all candidates to make relief for 

hungry and poor people a priority.” —Bread for the World 
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Considering Christ “the King” 
FROM RADICAL GRATITUDE—EFLECTIONS ON RESPONDING TO GOD’S ABUNDANT GRACE 

In 1985, the Trump Organization (run by then-millionaire Donald 

Trump) opened the Trump Castle Hotel and Casino in Atlantic City, 

NJ.  To promote their new hotel/casino, they aired a TV ad filled with 

images of lavish meals, beautiful rooms, piles of money, and a 

service staff ready to make all of these luxuries possible.  The ad 

came with a jingle declaring, “You're the king of the Castle… and, 

baby, do we know how to treat a king!”  What would the Trump 

Organization know about castles or “how to treat a king”?  Since its 

birth, the U.S. has prided itself on being monarchy free; as a result, 

we know very little about actual castles or “kingship,” let alone “how to 

treat a king.”  But, our imaginations take us a long way and messages 

like the one in the TV ad somehow make good, enticing sense. Oh, to 

be treated like a king or queen—all that luxury, pampering, and no 

cares or responsibilities whatsoever. 

When we come upon Christ the King Sunday in the church calendar 

(this year, Nov 25
th
), what are we to make of it?  What does the meta-

phor of Christ as King mean in a day when we know of only fairytale, 

pampered royalty? (On the other hand, depending on your cultural 

experiences, perhaps you associate royalty with despotic, distant, and/

or exploitative leadership.) Are “king,” “kingdom,” and “lord” too 

antiquated or controversial to serve as relevant metaphors today? 

Whether it's Trump, Disney, or Princess Cruises who currently employs these words as key metaphors in the religion of 

consumerism, these metaphors certainly carry great meaning today.  As far as being too controversial, it certainly was 

controversial when the words “King of the Jews” were inscribed above Jesus' head on the cross [see Matthew 27:42, 

Mark 15:26, Luke 23:38, John 19:19]; this scorned, naked, beaten, dying enemy of the state, this forgiving, compassion-

ate, “Paradise”-promising human being was the antithesis of “king” 

then and he remains so in today's power/profit-driven world. When 

we, as Christians, take these culturally revered metaphors and apply 

them to this Jesus, we commit cultural blasphemy and we begin to 

help actualize a very different Kingdom/Kindom.* 

Theologian Sallie McFague always cautions her students when it 

comes to using metaphors: “Be careful of how you describe the world; 

it is like that.”  As God's stewards, let us be ever mindful of how we 

steward the powerful metaphors available to us.  Who knows… with 

care, we might help to actualize a very different Kingdom/Kindom 

when we do.  

In God's Grace, 

Tanya Barnett & Tom Wilson 

Northwest United Methodist Foundation Staff 

*We use these terms interchangeably—the former honors the 

enduring notion of God's redeemed, beloved, profoundly counter-

cultural “kingdom,” the latter honors the idea of a place/time/reality in 

which all of God’s creation lives in mutually sustaining relationships 

as God's intended “kin.” Others use words like “realm,” “reign,” 

“household,” “paradise,” or “feast/banquet.” 
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In the United States, Thanksgiving Day is a holiday that is 

among the nation’s finest national traditions. Indeed, 

setting a day aside for giving thanks to God is not just a 

U.S. phenomenon. Canadians have a Thanksgiving Day, 

and many countries worldwide celebrate harvest festivals 

that express gratitude to God. 

For Christian stewards, Thanksgiving Day has special 

meaning, for we know that gratitude lies at the very heart 

of stewardship. A grateful heart heralds the beginning of 

discipleship and opens the way to our deepest response, 

the desire to return to God for the bounty of our lives. 

The French educator Jean Baptiste Massieu put it 

beautifully: “Gratitude is the memory of the heart.” 

For what do we thank our Creator? The early American 

colonists, who gave inspiration to the Thanksgiving Day 

tradition, were thankful for their very survival in a harsh 

and unforgiving environment.  Many of their compatriots 

were buried in the soil of their new land, far from all that 

had been cherished and familiar. 

Gratitude: The Heart of Thanksgiving 
GIVING THANKS IN GOOD TIMES… AND BAD—THE WAY OF CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP 

It’s natural to thank God when things seem to turn out the way we had hoped, when disaster is averted, when life seems 

filled with abundance. Harder, perhaps, is the ability to thank God for being present to us in times of struggle, seeming 

failure, illness and death.  But, in the heart of the Christian steward, the memory of God’s presence is a comfort and a 

gift all its own. 

If we take time to reflect on our lives, we often discover 

that that for which we are most grateful was a gift which 

we struggled to receive.  What came to us in the form of 

hardship has in hindsight revealed itself as gift.  This is 

why each day’s struggles and trials should be met with a 

heartfelt “thank you.” 

Meister Eckhart, the 14th century Dominican mystic, 

wrote, “If the only prayer you ever say is ‘thank you,’ that 

will suffice.”  At first, this seems puzzling. What of praise 

and petition? But Eckhart knew that the most genuine 

response, and indeed, the first and most spontaneous 

response of the heart which has discovered God, is “thank 

you.”  Gratitude lies at the beginning of true prayer. 

As we reflect on this time of thanksgiving, let us be 

present to those moments when God’s gifts were hidden 

in shadow and remember to be thankful for all. 

—http://catholicstewardship.com  

09/30    General Fund ...................................... $2410.00 

10/07    General Fund  ..................................... $1472.00 

              Reconciliation Offering ..................... $    50.00 

10/14    General Fund ...................................... $1009.00 

              Reconciliation Offering ..................... $    15.00 

10/21    General Fund ...................................... $1546.00               

              Reconciliation Offering ..................... $    20.00 

10/28    General Fund ...................................... $  723.00 

To meet 2012’s budgeted General Offering income,  

weekly General Fund giving must average $1442.31. 
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Evolution of a Ministry: Freezing Nights is Back 
FREEZING NIGHTS MINISTRY AT FCC STARTS ITS 7TH SEASON ON FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 9TH 

During the 2006-07 Freezing Nights’ season, the ecumenical Puyallup program's second, one of its founders, Dan 

Alldridge, approached First Christian Church board members.  He asked if FCC would consider being a shelter site to 

homeless adults on a rotating schedule with four other churches whenever nighttime temperatures were forecasted to dip 

below 35 degrees.  Host churches would agree to provide a space to set up cots, an evening snack, a simple breakfast, 

and a sack lunch to go.  Stepping up to the challenge, a motion was put forth by Dave Patterson to accept the opportunity 

on a trial basis.  Dave became FCC’s first Freezing Nights coordinator and served in that capacity for two seasons. 

Seven winters later Freezing Nights is an important and 

expanding community ministry involving 11 churches 

and operating every night November through March, re-

gardless of outside conditions.  Where once 20 guests was 

a huge night, it’s now not unusual to see attendance in the 

forties on especially cold or wet nights.  A hot dinner is 

served every evening, a filling breakfast provided every 

morning, and a sack lunch is sent with any guest who 

wishes to take one. Some churches are able to offer 

showers and laundry services to guests, a welcome gift. 

In 2008, Bonnie Goddard and Terry Forslund partnered as 

Homeless Ministries coordinators at FCC. As they 

pointed out at a recent FCC Council meeting, ministering 

to the church’s homeless friends has become a year-round 

activity including 2010’s addition of the church’s summer 

homeless adult drop-in center, The Hangout. The suc-

cesses of the homeless ministries of FCC and partner 

churches are numerous and life-changing. Nine guests 

moved into housing during 2012’s Hangout season alone, 

seven of whom will serve as Freezing Nights volunteers!   

More guests, more time spent helping others, more volunteers!  More than ever, help is needed, and there are many ways 

to participate, some of them new. Your donated time is precious to the program, and cash donations are always welcome. 

Friday Afternoon / Evening 

stack chairs; set up tables 

greet, visit, play games with guests 

meal coordination & recruit / shop / cook 

spend the night or part of a night  

   (sleep in shifts; 2 volunteers  

   must be up and awake at all times) 

Saturday Morning 

help prepare breakfast 

breakfast cleanup 

help with cleanup of rooms 

visit & listen 

Lend a hand 

kitchen patrol (food & cleanup) 

trailer delivery to next site (weekly) 

1-2 loads laundry (kitchen items, misc.) 

St. Francis House deliveries (1-2 x/mo.) 

Donate Supplies  

breakfast meats  

cheese   

milk 

butter  

gift cards for groceries & supplies 

Bingo Prizes   

puzzle books 

small games 

flashlights 

underwear / undershirts  

warm socks 

feminine hygiene products  

deodorant  

Travel- and Hotel-size: 

Ibuprofen 

Band-Aids 

Antacids 



odds-n-ends 
RANDOM THOUGHTS FROM PASTOR NANCY 
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My mother believed that all of her children should know how to cook for themselves.  She encouraged us to use a cook-

book, following the directions and measuring carefully.  Once we mastered a recipe, we could put our own signature on 

the dish. She was a straightforward, no nonsense Midwestern cook herself, but she opened the doors for her kids to 

branch out into new ways of cooking. Even so after all these years, I still aspire to make my fried potatoes taste like hers. 

My three older brothers have become superb cooks.  I love visiting them to see what is on the menu.  

Each of us developed our own style of cooking. The brother who studied chemical engineering in 

college approaches cooking with a technical style, meticulously creating mouthwatering sauces 

and the perfect mix of spices to bring out each dish’s best flavors. Another brother never 

cracks open a cookbook, but buoyantly floats through the kitchen putting in this or that until 

the dish meets his satisfaction.  He never cooks anything exactly the same way twice. 

When I moved to Kentucky at age 22, I fell in love with southern cooking, both comfort food 

and high country cuisine. My mother, who had often given me cookbooks, began gifting me 

with Southern Living magazine’s annual cookbooks, containing every recipe from the year. 

Each hardcover book is graced with a spectacular picture of one the year’s recipes. One recipe 

that I make almost every year for Thanksgiving was on the cover of the 1990 edition and ranks as 

one of the magazine’s all-time best desserts, pecan pie. The recipe is great, but it was the picture that 

caught my attention—a golden brown crust surrounding perfectly aligned, concentric circles of pecan halves.  I am sure 

the recipe tastes just as good if the pecans are chopped and scattered across the top of the pie, but I can’t do it. What 

makes the pie for me is the beauty of each piece, perfectly sliced with pecans halves set in position. 

Now I seldom stick to every last detail of a recipe, especially the photograph. Most of the time I heed my mother’s ad-

vice to follow the recipe once, and then change it up to make it taste better.  But there are times when the recipe and 

techniques need no tweaking, when the wisdom of the kitchens of old should be followed and thankfully so.  My favorite 

television chef, Anthony Bourdain, when asked about the “received tradition” of cooking replied, “I feel that if Jacques 

Pepin shows you how to make an omelet, the matter is pretty much settled. That's God talking.” Otherwise Bourdain ar-

gues for a cook to possess a pure heart, soul and love, all to be poured into the act of cooking.  He says that authenticity 

in cooking comes from cultures colliding and individuals taking risks, saying, “We would never have had Jimi Hendrix 

if he'd stuck to the right way to play guitar.” Bourdain is spot on. We would have no Kentucky Derby Pie, that delightful 

mix of chocolate, bourbon and pecans, if someone had decided to stick with the orthodox pecan pie. 

Sometimes we follow closely the traditions we have received from those who have come before us. The church calls 

them saints, that great cloud of witnesses that surround us. We learn of the balance of work and prayer from the words of 

St. Benedict and the passion of faith from St. Julian. We see a testimony to our connectedness to all of creation in the life 

of St. Francis and a call to solidarity with the poor from Dorothy Day and Archbishop Oscar Romero. Their lives stand 

as guides for us as we make our way in the world.  They are signposts pointing us, not to themselves, but to the ongoing 

presence of the Holy in our midst. 

Yet there are times that call us to new ways of being faithful. We hear God’s call for justice ringing through Scripture 

and that divine insistence compels us to examine not only our own practices and beliefs, but even more deliberately at 

our society and its systems. When we look to Scripture and find over 2,000 verses that call us to solidarity and care for 

the poor and the oppressed, we take the recipe for justice that has been handed down to us and we faithfully seek to live 

it out in our own time and place. The questions of just war, marriage equality, and immigration move us to re-examine 

our traditional ways of thinking. As we allow God’s Spirit to direct us we may find ourselves on the side of justice in 

ways that our forbearers could not have imagined. 

Our time needs both Jacques Pepin and Jimi Hendrix. We need the voices that deepen our understanding of the best of 

our spiritual traditions. And we need risk-takers, too. Those individuals who step out bravely and beckon the rest of us to 

join them, into the holy adventure that is the realm of God at work in the world.  
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Each November congregants purchase 

potted poinsettias to help decorate 

FCC’s sanctuary and entry areas.   

Plants may be purchased in honor of a 

cherished friend, to thank a mentor, in 

memory of a departed loved one, or 

simply to help celebrate the Christian 

season of preparation known as Advent. 

Order yours through November 21st by 

placing a check (memo ‘poinsettia’) in 

the offering plate on Sunday. Poinsettias 

may be taken home after the candlelight 

Christmas Eve service. 

Order a poinsettia in honor, memory, or... just ‘cuz! 

Order now to 
help decorate:   

~ $12.00 apiece ~ 
Deadline to order 
is November 21st 

First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ) 
623 - 9th Ave. SW 
P.O. Box 516 
Puyallup, WA  98371 
(253) 845-6232 

Return Service Requested 

visit us at www.FCCPuyallup.com 

Life of the Church in November 
Sunday Studies ..................................................... 9:45 am 

Sunday Worship ....................................................... 11 am 

Puyallup Community Band rehearsal ..... Tuesdays - 7 pm 

Property Team .............................. Wednesdays - 9:30 am 

Women’s Study (BRB) ..................... Wednesdays - 10 am 

Men’s Study ........................................... Thursdays - 7 pm 

Freezing Nights ................ Fridays - 7 pm (beginning 11/9) 

 1 .................................................. Council Meeting - 6 pm 

 4 ....... Daylight Saving Time ends (turn clocks back 1 hr.) 

 6 ................................................................... Election Day 

 6 .................. Book Club at Kerry Yanasak’s home - 7 pm 

 7 ........ Elders Meeting at Dave Cieszynski’s home - 6 pm 

 9 ........................ Freezing Nights resumes at FCC - 7 pm 

11 ................................................................. Veterans Day 

17 .......................................... Lunch with a Friend - 10 am 

22 .......................................................... Thanksgiving Day 

December 1 .......... Hanging of the Greens - 9 am-noon 

Help us decorate for Advent; snacks & goodies provided 


