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FRIDAY NIGHT IS A FAVORITE among guests and volunteers—partly because 
of the warm welcomes freely given by FCC volunteers, but partly because 
FCC is known as ‘the Bingo Church!’  Most Friday nights a peek into the 
sanctuary would reveal many eyes fixed on Bingo cards and high hopes of 
calling out “BINGO!” to win a sought-after prize.  Bingo prizes consist of 
things many take for granted but worth their weight in gold to a person living 
in the elements; warm socks, gloves, underwear, toiletries, playing cards, 
books and handheld games, easy-to-carry snacks and other simple but needed 
items. The fun and bonding that occurs helps guests forget their troubles for a 
while.  If you’re looking for a way to plug into Freezing Nights, Bingo prize 
donations is one way of many! 

ON THE FLIP SIDE OF THE COIN, some guests are bone-cold, bone-tired, and 
simply want a warm, safe place to rest.  Often out in the cold and wet all day, 
some walk from location to location to keep out of the weather.  Others work 
but have no place to go afterward to rest.  Some sleep in cars so rest is not 
deep or revitalizing. To these folks, basic necessities like cleanliness, 
nutrition, hydration, warmth and refueling their bodies are hard to come by 
priorities. Providing food and essentials is another way to support the 
Freezing Nights ministry and change lives for the better. 

See page 2 for more ways you can lend a hand this Freezing Nights season. 

BINGO! Freezing Nights returns November 12th
 

FIRST CHRISTIAN WILL HOST FREEZING NIGHTS EVERY FRIDAY THROUGH THE COLD SEASON 

...others settle in for the night. 

Freezing Nights:  friends, food, fellowship… FUN.  While there is a lot of work involved in setting up, feeding, housing, 
caring about and cleaning up after the guests who make their way to the warm shelter of First Christian and other 
Puyallup churches, the tasks are labors of love, and a lot of smiles can be seen those Friday nights through the winter. 
Lasting relationships have been struck, stories have been told and retold, and hearts have been touched all around. 

While Kerry, Ericka & guests play Bingo…  
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What can I do to help? 
FREEZING NIGHTS NEEDS INCLUDE MANY BASICS 

Bodies & Elbow Grease: 
Chair stacking or resetting 
Table set up or put away 
Cooking or cleaning up after a meal 
Wash dishes (with dishwasher) or put away 
Supplies shopping 
Scheduling volunteers 
Greeting, visiting & playing games 
Morning cleanup 
Spend the night (sleep in shifts) 

Essentials & Everyday: 
Bingo prize donations 
Underwear, Undershirts  
Warm socks 
Feminine hygiene products  
Everyday toiletries (travel size) 
Bottled water 
Grocery store gift cards 

And more— 
see updated needs lists 

in the church foyer 
throughout the season 

Snack & Meal Prep: 
Evening snack or meal prep 

Breakfast prep 
Sack lunch prep 

Food & Supplies: 
Food items for large meal prep 

Snack foods 
Sack lunch supplies 

Breakfast meats 
Cheese 

Milk 
Eggs 

Bread 
Chips 
Tuna 

Popcorn 
Bottled water 
Condiments 

Connecting with our Neighborhood 
Goal: To strengthen our relationships with our neighbors. 
Goal: To become a church that reflects the changing neighborhood 

in which we live. 
--Connecting with our Neighbors, 

Key Results Areas & Goals, FCC Missional Strategy 

Ready to get those campaign signs out of your neighborhood now that 
the election is over?  Bring ‘em in!  We need 50 of them to complete 
this year’s Advent project, a streetside Advent calendar (think Burma 
Shave)!  Bring signs of all shapes and sizes to the church by 
November 21st, and look for more information as the project unfolds! 

2010 Advent project—help make it happen! 



The Chimes Page 3 

The seasons of the church year give us numerous opportunities to tell and retell the stories of our faith.  Advent is a time of waiting 
and preparing.  Being intentional about the things we do during Advent can make already established traditions more meaningful for 
the whole family and not add stress to family schedules. Before beginning activities—such as writing cards, wrapping gifts, making 
cookies or other special foods, decorating a tree, caroling in your neighborhood—sit down together, light the candle(s) of an Advent 
wreath, say a prayer, read a scripture (see some suggestions below) and talk about the planned activity.  You will be surprised at the 
deeper meaning this kind of intentionality will bring to your family time.  Consider these ideas to your family’s Advent activities: 

Learn about the history of the Advent wreath and make one as a family. Take a hike in the woods and gather greenery and pinecones 
to decorate your wreath. 

Plant a Narcissus bulb (indoors) near the beginning of Advent.  It should bloom in about four weeks. 

Consider a family mission project.  At kids2kidsmission.org you’ll find material called Journey to India with three mission projects 
your family can learn about and make a donation to.  There are many other great organizations that would love your support. 

Write a 5-line Advent cinquain poem together.  The first line is a 
one-word title. The second line is two words that describe the title; 
the third is three action words related to the title. The fourth line is 
four words that describe how one feels about the title word, and the 
last line is one word that means the same thing as the title word. 

Make Advent and Christmas mobiles and simple felt banners to 
add to your home decorations. 

Learn to sing a favorite Christmas carol using sign language. 

Make luminaries out of paper bags, sand and candles to set out on 
Christmas Eve. Decorate the paper bags with markers or cut 
designs in the sides of the bags.  One or two bags could be done 
during each Advent family time. 

Add to paper chains or popcorn and cranberry garlands during 
Advent family times. Place garlands on the tree on Christmas Eve. 

(Adapted) --Office of Family and Children’s Ministries,  
Disciples Home Missions – December 2009 

Family Advent Time 
SPENDING TIME WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS CAN ENRICH THE ADVENT SEASON 

First Sunday of Advent 
November 28, 2010 

Isaiah 2:1-5 
Psalm 122 
Romans 13:11-14 
Matthew 24:36-44 

 

Second Sunday of Advent 
December 5, 2010 

Isaiah 11:1-10 
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 
Romans 15:4-13 
Matthew 3:1-12 

 

Third Sunday of Advent 
December 12, 2010 

Isaiah 35:1-10 
Psalm 146:5-10 
or 
Luke 1:46b-55 
James 5:7-10 
Matthew 11:2-11 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
December 19, 2010 

Isaiah 7:10-16 
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
Romans 1:1-7 
Matthew 1:18-25 

First reading Psalm Second reading Gospel 

Follow the Lectionary this Advent season 
STUDYING SCRIPTURE AS A SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINE—READ THE YEAR A LECTIONARY SCHEDULE: 
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“Millionaires seldom smile.”  
~Andrew Carnegie (1835-1919),  

American industrialist & philanthropist  

visit us at www.FCCPuyallup.com 

Giving & Receiving:  
THE CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITY 

If you’ve been experiencing the bumpy ride of the stock 
market, or trying to make ends meet while living off the 
interest of certificates of deposit that pay a fraction of what 
they did years ago, now may be the time for you to consider 
making a planned gift that will provide you with a stream of 
payments for life.  That’s right:  You can make a charitable 
gift that will pay you for life… or in other words, you can 
give AND receive! 

The gift annuity works like a commercial annuity, except 
part of your gift (of either cash or stock) qualifies for a 
charitable tax deduction.  In exchange, you get a set amount 
of the original gift as a payment for life; the percent is 
determined by your age at the time the gift is made.  
Furthermore, part of the payments off the gift is free of tax. 

At the annuitant’s death, a gift will be provided to First 
Christian Church. 

Because of the legal nature of these gifts, we would 
recommend you contact the Christian Church Foundation, 
our denomination’s general ministry devoted to planned 
giving, at (800) 668-8016.  Foundation staff members are 
experts in this area and can, confidentially, help you make 
the kind of gift that is right for you and the church.  

*To meet 2010’s General Offering budgeted income, 
weekly General Fund giving must average $1,346.15. 

Giving Totals 

October 3 
General Fund* ................................ $  555.00 

October 10 
General Fund* ................................ $2291.00 
Week of Compassion ..................... $    10.00 

October 17 
General Fund* ................................ $1433.00 

October 24 
General Fund* ................................ $1698.00 
Week of Compassion ..................... $    10.00 

She’s baa-aack! 
LISA PETERSON’S SECOND TIME AROUND SALE RETURNS TO BENEFIT DISCIPLES CHRISTMAS OFFERING 

Lisa Peterson and her upcycled craftwork will return to the church 
Sunday, November  28th after Worship.  Be sure to stop in and see 
what Lisa has available for the holiday gift giving season!  Many gift-
quality handpainted items and her Disciples chalice lightbulb 
ornaments will be on hand.   

100% of proceeds will be donated by Lisa to the Disciples Christmas 
Offering which promotes ministries in the Northwest Region. Past sales 
have augmented FCC Puyallup grounds improvement, camp and 
retreat scholarships, and outreach ministries. 
Lisa’s unique stewardship techniques are applauded!  What creative 
fundraising methods do you have up your sleeve? 

Lisa’s painted 
gourd snowman 
won third place 

at The Fair 
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life of the church 
in november 
Sunday studies ................................. Sundays - 9:45 am 
Worship Service .................................. Sundays - 11 am 
Women’s Study (BRB) .................. Wednesdays - 10 am 
SO & SEW Study & Ministry ............. Thursdays - 10 am 
Men’s Study ......................................... Thursdays - 7 pm 
Freezing Nights ........................................ Fridays - 7 pm 
Lectionary Study .................................. Saturdays - 8 am 

 2 ..................................................................Election Day 
 2 ....................................... Book Club Discussion - 7 pm 
 3 ......................................... Finance & Trustees Meeting 
 7 ...... Daylight Saving Time Ends (Clocks BACK 1 hour) 
11 ............................................................... Veterans Day 
12 ..................... Freezing Nights resumes at FCC - 7 pm 
18 ................................................ Council Meeting - 6 pm 
20 ......... Lunch with a Friend at Peace Lutheran - 10 am 
25 ................................................................Thanksgiving 
28 ......................... Second Time Around Sale benefiting  

Disciples Christmas Offering - 12:15 pm 
 

Visit out our official online calendar for changes & 
updates at www.fccpuyallup.com/ActivePages/

FCC%20Google%20Calendar.htm  
or sign up for weekly e-mail memos in the foyer. 

november birthdays 
 5 ...................................................... Marcy Durrant 
 6 ........................................................ Scott Durrant 
 6 .......................................................... Jerry Rouse 
 9 ............................................................ Ed Durrant 
 9 ..................................................... Bryan Forslund 
10 .................................................. Noah Eckerman 
11 ....................................................... Ken Forslund 
15 .................................................... Penny Bangert 
13 ...................................................... Grant Duckett 
14 ....................................................... Mark Dimond 
20 .................................................. Fisher Patterson 
24 ................................................... Tim Clinkscales 
24 .............................................. Kay VanPevenage 
26 ................................................ Tiffany Eckerman 
27 ....................................................... Merrill Barker 
28 ................................................... Ericka Yanasak  

 anniversaries 
  5 .................................. Gretchen & Robert Collins 
20 ....................................... Dave & Penny Bangert 
21 ............................................. Doris & Don Turner 
21 ..................................... Jennifer & Kevin Valliere 
24 ................................. Juanita & Laverne Cimmer 

 baptism dates 
Nov. 9, 2003 .........................................Peggy Miles 
Nov. 25, 1973 ..................... Nancy Gowler Johnson 
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The Book Club meets every first Tuesday at 7 pm. 

The November 2nd discussion on Promise Bridge will be 
at the Squires’ home, 4910 E 44th St., Tacoma 98443. 

Every purchase made via the Amazon page at the church 
website (fccpuyallup.com) helps support FCC ministries. 

For Katherine Givens and the four women about to 
become her best friends, the adventure begins with a 
UPS package. Inside is a pair of red sneakers filled with 
ashes and a note that will forever change their lives. 
Katherine’s oldest and dearest friend, the irrepressible 
Annie Freeman, left one final request—a traveling 
funeral—and she wants the most important women in her 
life as “pallbearers.” 

From Sonoma to Manhattan, Katherine, Laura, Rebecca, 
Jill, and Marie will carry Annie’s ashes to the special 
places in her life. At every stop there’s a surprise 
encounter and a small miracle waiting, and as they 
whoop it up across the country, attracting interest 
wherever they go, they share their deepest secrets—tales 
of broken hearts and second chances, missed opportuni-
ties and new beginnings. And as they grieve over what 
they’ve lost, they discover how much is still possible if 
only they can unravel the secret Annie left them....  

www.litlovers.com 

Two years & counting! 
IN ITS THIRD YEAR, FCC’S BOOK CLUB READS 
FABULOUS TRAVELING FUNERAL IN NOVEMBER 

In October, the staff of the Northwest Regional Christian 
Church began working from their homes.  In support of 
the stewardship and vision of the Region, a virtual office 
will enable better allocation of regional monies toward 
mission, outreach and programming. Employees will 
communicate together and with others through face to 
face, phone, video conferencing and other forms of 
communication.  Materials received from the office in the 
past will still be sent out to congregations and pastors in 
the same ways. 

The Region’s new mailing address is: 
   NWRCC 
   P.O. Box 23819 
   Federal Way, Washington  98093 

Phone numbers remain the same:  
253-893-7202 or toll-free 866-938-1008; follow the 
prompts for extensions for Amber, Sandy, or Larry. 

Reach staff directly on their cell phones:  
   Sandy Messick:  206-817-7163 
   Amber Saladino:  206-595-6384 
   Larry Moorman:  206-595-6393 

E-mails will remain the same as well: 
   Sandy:  smessick@disciplesnw.org 
   Amber:  asaladino@disciplesnw.org 
   Larry:  lmoorman@disciplesnw.org  

NW Region Goes Virtual 
REGIONAL OFFICE STAFF TO WORK FROM HOME 
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Embracing the Word 
ADULT SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY’S NEW BOOK 

Join the A
dult S

unday S
chool class at 9:45 am

 to w
eigh in  

on this study of a radical new
—

yet old—
form

 of C
hristianity. 

What does it mean to be Christian in late 
twentieth-century America? Do most 
Christians today exhibit the kind of vital 
spirituality that attracts non-Christian 
people?  How do we communicate the 
vitality of Christian faith in a world in which 
many people no longer accept the Christian 
worldview as ultimate truth? 

Such questions disturb us. They remind us 
that we live during a time of transition in 
Christian history. Perhaps we live at the mo-
ment of greatest challenge to Christianity 
since its birth almost 2000 years ago.  Basic 
assumptions about the truth of the Christian 
faith are being questioned, not only by 
nonbelievers, but by Christians themselves... 

How do we reform our expressions of the 
Christian faith in the face of such a 
significant challenge?  The time has come for 
a new understanding of what it means to “be” 
Christian.  1 John offers a starting point.  It is 
a spiritual lesson that calls for a radical 
understanding of the Christian life grounded 
in the embrace of Jesus Christ and in the 
selfless living and loving that emerges out of 
that embrace. The writer 
calls us to a life empowered 
by the story of God in Jesus 
Christ. We are to be 
“strangers in a strange 
land” who march to a very 
different beat.  Everything 
we are and everything we 
do should stem from our 
firm conviction that Jesus 
Christ came to show us 
how to live and how to find 
our way to  God. 

The K
ingdom

 E
xperim

ent’s second half begins N
ov. 7

th by looking at this B
eatitude 

from
 Jesus’ serm

on on the m
ount.  To learn about the E

xperim
ent and the 

intentional living of The B
eatitudes, join our A

dult Forum
 S

undays at 9:45 am
. 

Photo by r3cycl3r 
God be merciful to me a sinner (cc) 
Creative Commons—www.flickr.com 

Blessed are the merciful,  
for they will be shown mercy. 

Matthew 5:7 

But go and learn what this means:  
"I desire mercy, not sacrifice." For I have not 

come to call the righteous, but sinners. 
Matthew 9:13 

Your boss places more expectations on you 
than are humanly possible. A coworker treats 
you unfairly. A client falsely accuses you. A 
friend gossips (I mean, "Asks others to pray for 
you."). Your spouse ignores one of your pet-
peeves… again. And the list continues. In 
each of these real-time Christian experiences, 
our response seems to easily be the same: "I 
don't deserve that!"  Truth is, you probably 
don't deserve to be treated that way.  But life 
doesn't take place on the terms of what we 
deserve, does it?  This, my friend, is a very 
good thing.  

Quite often we celebrate God's grace and 
mercy more than we realize what exactly we 
are celebrating.  It's like drawing the false 
conclusion that Independence Day is about 
cook-outs and fireworks while forgetting about 
the price that others paid for our free-
dom.  Here's a simple way to remember what 
grace and mercy are:  grace is what God gives 
us that we don't deserve; mercy is what God 
doesn't give us that we do deserve. 

Aren't you thankful that God is into mercy, not 
the law?  Jesus' new friends in Matthew 9:9-13 
were certainly not worthy of his friendship.  But 
there he was, enjoying a cookout and fire-
works. Isn't it good to know that God loves you 
enough not to treat you the same way you 
treat others from time to time? Sometimes you  
are the jerk boss, the unfair coworker, the misguided 
client, the gossiping friend or the insensitive spouse. The 
good news is God's mercy is new again today.  He is 
offering it. And as you are receiving it, Jesus' words 
become refreshing to the deep parts of who you are. "I 
desire mercy, not sacrifice. For I have not come to call the 
righteous, but the sinners."   

God, thanks for not giving me what I really deserve.  

--The Kingdom Experiment 

--Embracing the Word  



First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ) 
Pastor Nancy Gowler Johnson 
623 - 9th Ave. SW 
P.O. Box 516 
Puyallup, WA  98371 
(253) 845-6232 

Return Service Requested 
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Help us decorate for Advent and celebrate the 
holidays in color—order a poinsettia!  

Festive symbols of the season, poinsettias are just 
$10.50 apiece and may be taken home with you 
after our Christmas Eve candlelight service.   

Deadline for orders and payment is Friday, Nov. 19th, 
and may be placed in the offering plate or left in the church office.  
Be sure to mark your check or envelope ‘Poinsettia’ and let us know 
if the order is in honor or memory of someone in particular. 

Help us prepare for Advent - order a poinsettia now! 
 

November 14-20, 2010 
Action-oriented and Educational 
Events to take place in Puyallup 

throughout the week. 
 

More details coming soon... 

Co-sponsors: National Coalition for the Homeless and 
National Student Campaign Against Hunger & Homelessness 

Local sponsors: Puyallup Homeless Coalition  
and other organizations 

 


