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The Changing Face of Homelessness
FCC PUYALLUP’S FOURTH SEASON IN LOCAL SHELTERING MINISTRY BEGINS FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 6TH
A staggering result of the current recession and economic
crisis is the growing number of unsheltered persons in
this city. This new reality also means the face of the
homeless in Puyallup has changed. ‘The Homeless’ cannot simply be written off as ‘vagrants,’ ‘drug addicts,’ or
‘ne’er-do-wells,’ but more and more frequently encompass families, men, women, teens, and children.

Juan’s mother Melissa explained that when her husband
lost his job, they and their three children went from a half
-acre of land to foreclosure and living with her mother in
two bedrooms. Grateful not to be on the street, Melissa
tearfully asked the council to consider safe shelter plans
for Puyallup, “We applied for Phoenix [temporary]
Housing in June; we’re still on the waiting list.”

At an October Puyallup City Council meeting, citizen
Mike Smith addressed the council with his young daughter at his side. “My family and I have recently become
homeless. Due to lack of work I was let go from my job,
therefore we lost our house. We’ve been in this situation
since December, and we’ve never been in [it] before.”

Mike, Melissa and their families feel thankful to have
roofs over their heads, but not all are as fortunate. The
long, warm, dry summer is over, temperatures are plummeting, and hundreds of folks of all ages are forced to
exist in the elements or rely on the kindness of strangers.

Mike and his family are currently living in an RV in his
current boss’s Tacoma front yard—which is illegal in
Puyallup—driving twice a day to and from Puyallup
where his children go to school. Mike continued, “I work
full time and my wife is currently a college student, so as
you can see, we do not choose to be homeless. We are
doing everything we can to get out of this situation.”
Later, a young boy named Juan approached the council
saying, “I just hope we get a home, somewhere, and that
we can get back on our feet, and be happy again.”

First Christian begins its fourth season in the sheltering
ministry known as Freezing Nights on Fridays starting
November 6th. Nine churches, alongside the Puyallup
Homeless Coalition and other agencies—as well as
generous personal donations of supplies and time—work
together to shelter those without a warm, dry, safe place
to rest on nights when temps drop to 40 degrees or below.
The need for volunteers and supplies is greater than
ever before. To see how you can fit into this ministry
of caring for others mirroring the compassionate love
of Jesus, see more information on page 2.
visit us at www.FCCPuyallup.com

H1N1 & Seasonal Flu
Best Practices
The National Council of Churches has prepared a best
practices document to assist congregations in planning for
flu outbreaks. Congregations are urged to review and
implement the recommendations in order to prevent the
spread of flu viruses. Read it in its entirety at
www.disciples.org.

Plug in to Freezing Nights
LOOKING FOR WAYS TO HELP? HERE ARE A FEW:
Donate Supplies
supplies for sack lunches
breakfast meats
cheese
popcorn
bingo prizes
underwear
undershirts
feminine hygiene products
deodorant

Friday Afternoon/Evening
Hygiene Practices
• Prevent the spread of germs and protect vulnerable
members of the congregation, especially pregnant
women and those with underlying chronic medical
conditions, by encouraging the sick to stay home until
they have been without fever for 24 hours.
• Practice cough and sneeze etiquette. Cover nose and
mouth with a facial tissue; cough and sneeze into
sleeve; make available boxes of facial tissues on
tables, in classrooms, and at Coffee Hour.

stack chairs; set up tables
greet and visit with guests
prepare snacks
play bingo
spend the night (sleep in shifts)

Saturday Morning
help prepare breakfast
help with clean up
visit & listen

• Throw the facial tissue into a waste receptacle after
you use it; ensure receptacles are located throughout
the building; empty receptacles frequently.

Worship Practices
• Follow public health advice on cancellations of public
gatherings and avoiding crowds to evaluate whether
to cancel worship services.
• Pass the Peace with a simple nod of acknowledgement. Make eye contact while speaking the words
“the peace of Christ be with you” without the social
ritual of a handshake.
• Suspend use of the common cup and the practice of
intinction when celebrating communion. Use plastic
disposable communion cups or wash glass cups in
very hot water over 110-115° with detergent.
• Encourage celebrants to use hand sanitizers before
serving communion.
• Wash hands before anointing with oil or the laying on
of hands and repeat the practice after completed.
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General Fund

giving totals

• Wash hands often with soap and water, especially
after coughing or sneezing. Use soap and water for
15-20 seconds or use alcohol-based hand sanitizer.

September 27
$

480.00

$

480.00

October 4
General Fund $

2408.20

Week of
Compassion $

1.00

$

2409.20

General Fund $

1079.00

$

1079.00

General Fund $

688.00

$

688.00

General Fund $

2205.00

$

2205.00

October 11

October 18

October 25
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Just around the corner—Advent
CHALLENGED TO LIVE A DIFFERENT HOLIDAY SEASON
Sunday, November 29th marks the beginning of the Advent
season for Christians around the world. Advent, the four
weeks leading up to Christmas Day and the twelve days of
Christmastide, is a time of preparation for the celebration of
the radical gift of God’s love in the person of Jesus.
Keeping the focus on that story of hope gets harder when the
holiday season becomes a never-ending traffic jam wrapped
up with a big bow of ever-increasing shopping lists.
As a community of believers we’re committed to living an
authentic faith, and Advent offers the opportunity for us to
step back and consider what we do during the
holidays. Immersing ourselves in the spirit of Advent, we
just might discover that Christmas really does holds the
possibility of changing the world.
• Worship Fully
• Spend Less
• Give More
• Love All

Visit www.adventconspiracy.org for more ideas on recovering Advent and Christmas.

Americans spend an average of $450 billion each
Christmas—how often have you spent money on gifts out of
obligation? This year, give PRESENCE instead of presents.

advent festival
join us on

saturday, november 28th
starting at 10 am
to prepare the sanctuary
and church building
for the season of advent
and god’s gift of the christ.
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HomeTouch Ministries
For those who live alone, are recovering from illness
or surgery, are unable to get out as much as they
once did, aren’t able to attend worship, or are
enduring trying times, it can be easy to lose touch.
One way to supplement visits and calls is FCC
Puyallup’s ministry of caring for each other through
HomeTouch notes. Each week a handful of friends
are mailed a two-page devotional with scripture
from the lectionary, a reflection, prayers, a word or
number puzzle, along with a handwritten note
from Pastor Nancy or others who offer to take a
few moments to care through prayer and good
wishes for the recipient. Many who receive
them have expressed their thanks for the
“HomeTouch.”
If you or someone you know might enjoy
receiving a HomeTouch newsletter, or would
like to take a turn in preparing the mailings and writing
a short note to let friends know they are remembered, prayed for and
cared for, please contact your elder, Pastor Nancy, or the church office.
supplies are provided.

Stamps and

What’s Going On Around Here?!
A VARIETY OF SOURCES FOR BEING IN THE KNOW ARE AVAILABLE
Why rely on smoke signals, Morse code, or your ear against the wall when there are so
many more reliable—and convenient—ways to find out what’s happening in and around
First Christian Church? Get the latest news in any number of ways:
• First Christian’s Google calendar (www.google.com/calendar),
• The Week Ahead e-mail memos (sign up near the front door),
• The Chimes monthly newsletters,
• First Christian Church website (www.fccpuyallup.com),
• FCC Puyallup’s Facebook group (www.facebook.com),
• FCC's Twitter page (www.twitter.com/FCCPuyallup),
• Sunday Worship bulletins,
• Worship service announcements,
• Information kiosks in the foyer,
• Bulletin boards around the church.
Don’t limit yourself in the ways you can learn
what’s happening around FCC!

Pictures of events and activities can be found in the album outside the church library, or visit our
online photo album at www.flickr.com/groups/fccpuyallup—where there are currently 1,158 photos!

The Chimes
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Book of the Month Club Turns One Year Old
TWELVE MONTHS OF BOOKS BRINGS VARIETY, DIVERSITY TO FCC SMALL GROUP
Bookworms and worm wannabes:
A few months ago I gave an update on the readings of our
book club [for our church’s website] and have been asked
to do a recap of our first year. Thank you to the dozen or
so folks that are diligent in coming each and every month
to share their musings on our latest reads!
While this may seem to some to be an exclusive club, that
is, made up of people who do know how to read and have
the time to do so, it is open to everyone! Lots of the
books are even available on tape for you non-readers
including this month’s book. Each of the past 12 books
were chosen by that month’s host. Anastasia has chosen
Holidays On Ice for December’s discussion, and while I
have no idea what this is about I have a feeling it will be
very entertaining.
In the past year we have read a dozen books and no two
have been alike. I doubt if I would have read many of
those books if it were not for this club. Most of us
enjoyed most of the books, some of us enjoyed all of
them. The variety of reads has been immense. We've
traveled to exotic places, shared incredible experiences
with authors, learned a lot about each other and looked
deep within ourselves. Our emotions have been stretched!
Some books were amusing and some were
traumatic. Last month Bonnie chose a local author
(Bremerton) who wrote about his journey from being a
successful and wealthy businessperson to becoming
homeless as a result of the impact the internet had on his
publishing company. This "riches to rags" story is shared
by a lot of people and now it's in book form. The author
had many meals at the local Salvation Army and we had
our meeting at our local Salvation Army. We
were thrilled the author was able to come share with us
in person. I can't promise having an author come to our
book club will happen again, but who knows!
Please join us, as this has been a lot of fun. If you need
more than a month to get through a book we
usually know a couple months in advance what we will
be reading, and besides, there are a couple of people who
rarely actually finish the book on time… you know who
you are!
Come join us!
~Kerry Yanasak—local bookie
Page 6

Book of the Month Club founder Kerry Yanasak
greets Richard LeMieux, author of Breakfast at Sally’s
and another of the book’s subjects, Willow.

Join the Book of
the Month Club!
Come the first Tuesday of each
month at 7 pm (locations vary)
to chat about the current
selection and learn what the
next month’s book will be.
Discussion of October’s read,
The Places in Between
by Rory Stewart, will be held
Tuesday, November 3rd at 7 pm
at the Squires’ home.
Next month’s book club pick is
Holidays on Ice
by David Sedaris (see page 7)

November’s Book Club Selection Unveiled...
HOLIDAYS ON ICE BY DAVID SEDARIS
“Holiday reading can often be stuffy and repetitive. The
same handful of jolly, moral-heavy stories year after
year leaves little in the way of literary excitement. This is
where David Sedaris comes in.
The name David Sedaris is instantly recognized as one of
the most important American humorists of this
generation... Sedaris was honored in 2001 by Time
magazine as Humorist of the Year.
Originally released in 1997, Holidays on Ice is David
Sedaris' collection of holiday-themed stories, that became
an instant bestseller. Re-released in 2008, the new
collection contains 12 essays, six of them not included in
the original version and one previously unpublished story.
Themes range from a satire on the materialism of the
holidays, what it's like to spend time in a medical
examiner's office, the uncomfortable atmosphere that is
elementary school holiday plays... [and more].”
~Lisa Rufle,
http://modern-american-fiction.suite101.com
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november birthdays
5 ............................................... Marcy Durrant
5 ................................................ Wilma Barker
9 ..................................................... Ed Durrant
10 ............................................ Noah Eckerman
11 ................................................. Ken Forslund
15 .............................................. Penny Bangert
15 ................................................. Mark Dimond
20 ............................................Fisher Patterson
24 ............................................. Tim Clinkscales
24 ........................................ Kay VanPevenage
26 .......................................... Tiffany Eckerman
27 ................................................. Merrill Barker
28 ............................................. Ericka Yanasak
29 ............................................ Letha Flansberg

anniversaries
5 ............................ Gretchen & Robert Collins
17 .....................................Eva & Herb Crabtree
20 ................................. Dave & Penny Bangert
21 ...................................... Doris & Don Turner
21 .............................. Jennifer & Kevin Valliere
24 ........................... Juanita & Laverne Cimmer

baptism dates
Nov. 9, 2003 ................................. Peggy Miles
Nov. 25, 1973 .......................... Nancy Johnson
The Chimes
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Youth-sponsored Chili Cook-Off Returns
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15TH FOLLOWING WORSHIP
A perennial favorite Youth Group fundraiser,
our Chili Cook-Off is back!
A $7 ticket gets you a sample of each chili entered.
Chili chefs and discerning tasters needed!
Tickets and entry forms will be available
starting November 1st.
Will Donna steal the day again?
Will a previous champ return to take the prize?
Or will a new winner emerge?
Join us November 15th to find out!

Past Chili Champs:
2004—Pastor Nancy
2005—John Pasola
2006—Ray Smith

2007—Ray Smith
2008—Donna Sannes
2009—???

life of the church

1 .... Daylight Saving Time Ends (Clocks BACK 1 Hour)

All-age Studies............................... Sundays - 9:45 am

1 .............................................................. All Saints Day

Service of Worship ........................... Sundays - 11 am

3 .................................... Book of the Month Club - 7 pm

Women’s Study (BRB) ................. Wednesdays - 10 am

1 ...........................Board reports due in to church office

at the Squires home

SO & SEW Group ............................. Thursdays - 10 am

8 ................................................. Elders Meeting - 1 pm

(Study Opportunity & Sow Energy Wisely)

10 ............................................................ Board Meeting

Freezing Nights .............. Fridays (if 40 deg. or <) - 7 pm

15 ........................................... Chili Cook Off - 12:30 pm

Adult Bible Study ................................. Saturdays - 8 am

21 ....................................... Lunch with a Friend - 10 am
26 ...............................................................Thanksgiving
28 .............................................. Advent Festival - 10 am
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