
 

  

 

SAFE  ONLINE  GIVING 
Donate quickly and safely once or set up recurring gifts 

to the fund of your choice at  fccpuyallup.com/donate 

EASY  MOBILE  GIVING  APP   
1. Install the GivePlus Church app from Google Play or 

the App Store. 

2. Search the app for First Christian Church of Puyallup 

using zip code 98371. 

3. Give (If you‘ve given on our website Donate page, 

use your existing login.) 

AUTO-PAY  FROM  YOUR  BANK   
Ask your bank to set up automatic payments to FCC.   

MAIL  A  CHECK  TO  OUR  P.O.  BOX   
Make checks out to First Christian Church and mail to:  

623 - 9th Ave SW | P.O. Box 516 | Puyallup, WA  98371 

AMAZON  SMILE  
Click the Amazon graphic at fccpuyallup.com/amazon 

and Amazon will help to support FCC Puyallup. 

SHARE ADVENT HOPE WITH OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

A  Thrill  of  Hope,  A  Weary  World  Rejoices 
 

A new Christian year begins Nov. 29th with the 

season of Advent when we experience the coming 

hope of the nativity.  And during this season, even 

while apart, we are bound together—through 

worship, prayer, study, and reflection.   

This Advent, First Christian Church of Puyallup will 

lean into the hope of our faith even through the 

difficult times we are living in.  The Faith Formation 

Team will compile a collaborative Advent devotional 

sharing our stories, poems, pictures, and reflections.  

This is a way for us to be together again—your voices 

are missed and we would love to hear from all of you!   

Where do you find hope? What does it mean to 

you? How do you hold on to hope in hard times? 

How do you rejoice when you are weary? 

Write a poem, share a memory, reflect on your 

favorite Bible verse, or draw a picture – share 

your hope in any way that suits you. Email your 

reflection to faithformation@fccpuyallup.com  

or mail it to the church by Friday, Nov. 13th. 

November 5, 2020 

No onsite worship, all weeks.   ++ denotes mailed checks deposited. 

2020  FCC  PUYALLUP  WEEKLY  GIVING  TOTALS: 

 Giving options 

FCC’s  

liturgical calendar 

 Collaborative Advent book 
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Hello, First Christian Church of Puyallup!  I’m so honored and grateful to be a part of your worship today.  I invite 

you to gather a candle in your space as we’ll use that in a few moments.  

Last night was Halloween.  Honestly, we don’t need Halloween to feel afraid, because it’s election week in the 

middle of a pandemic!  It’s already a terrifying, tense, anxious time and we’re feeling it in our minds, hearts, and 

in our bodies.  

Halloween has historically been a time to sort of name and confront our fears, in the hopes of finding a less 

fearful way forward. I hope we can do that today.  Halloween comes from the phrase, “All Hallows Eve”, the 

day before All Hallows Day, which is today.  For around 1300 years, Christian tradition has called this day, All 

Saints Day to honor those who have passed from this world to the next.  It is widely believed that this weekend 

we’re in has roots in ancient Gaelic tradition.  It was a harvest festival that marked the time when the nights 

would be longer.  Kylie and I are from Missouri and the earliest it would get dark in the winter was around 5:30. It 

was a shock last winter when it started to get dark at 3:30 in the afternoon!  

The ancient Gaelic people believed this festival was a unique time when the 'doorways' to the spiritual realm 

opened, allowing supernatural beings and the souls to come into our world.  It is widely believed this is where 

some Halloween traditions come from. I wonder if Christians developed this day to honor the saints because 

they connected with the idea of another world breaking into our own.  

As Disciples of Christ, we also believe in another realm beyond this one.  Jesus called it the Kingdom of God or 

the Kingdom of Heaven.  Or as many of us today call the Kin-dom of God or the Beloved Community.  The 

place where the powerful in the world do not rule, but God’s mercy and love rules.  

On this All Saints Day we look to some of Jesus’ most important and defining teachings that reflect the upside-

down values of this other realm. 

Theologian and scholar William Barclay said the sermon on the mount is the official teaching of Jesus.  It is the 

essence of Jesus’ heart and teachings to his disciples.  To know what Jesus was about, go to the sermon on 

mount.  Each of these beatitudes starts with the word “blessed.”  Growing up in church in the south and 

midwest, my mind just jumps to phrases like “bless your heart.”  

Today I see it all the time in tweets social media posts. #blessed. 

Blessed makes me think of NFL players who win the big game. #blessed. 

Makarios: “Happy” “Fortunate” “Privileged”  

What did it mean for those who were listening to Jesus say these words?  The Greek word is Makarios, which 

totally makes me think of the 90s dance Macarena.  Totally unrelated.  I checked.  

Matt. 5:3: “Happy are people who are hope-less, because the kingdom of heaven is theirs 

It was a word the Ancient Greeks used to describe the gods, who had abundant riches, wealth, and power.  

And maybe many people today in America use the word “blessed” to mean having wealth and good fortune.  

But in God’s kingdom, God’s upside-down world where the values are flipped, those how are truly happy.  They 

do not depend on  worldly power, prestige, wealth, social status. So this leads to a deeper, Godly joy found in 

God’s upside-down world.  

5:4: “Happy are people who grieve, because they will be made glad.  

They will be comforted.  They are not happy because of their loss.  But God is the God of comfort.  God is on the 

side of the grieving and hurting, so when we grieve, God grieves with us.  And with that comes a divine, holy 

comfort that the God of the universe grieves with us.  

Continued on Page 3 
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5:5: “Happy are people who are humble, because they will 

inherit the earth. What a provocative message. Almost all of 

the people in Jesus’ day were poor, and had very little 

inheritance. To be told that it is not those in power and pride, 

the top 1%, but it is the humble to whom the world belongs. 

When heaven breaks into earth, It is those who serve, rather 

than be served who inherit the earth.  

5:6: “Happy are people who are hungry and thirsty for 

righteousness because they will be fed until they are full. 

Another word for righteousness in the Greek is justice.  People 

who hunger and thirst for God’s justice, where all is at it 

should be, where the privileged are brought down, and those 

without perceived power lifted up.  

5:7: “Happy are people who show mercy, because they will 

receive mercy. 

I love William Barclay’s exegesis of this. He says what this 

concept really means:  “O the bliss of the one who get right 

inside other people and see through their eyes.  Think with 

their thoughts.  Feel with their feelings.”  

If you seek to understand others, then you will be understood.  

5:8: “Happy are people who have pure hearts, because they 

will see God. 

5:9: “Happy are people who make peace because they will 

be called God’s children. 

The Greek says “sons of God.”  We typically think of Jesus as 

the only son of God.  But here Jesus says to his listeners, if you 

bring people together, and make peace, you too are sons of 

God.  God’s children.  

5:10: “Happy are people whose lives are harassed.  They are 

righteous because the kingdom of heaven is theirs. 

It’s almost as if these are opposite values of our world.  Values 

of an upside-down realm.  When we live out these values, 

God’s realm enters our own.  We become the liminal space, 

the in-between, where we allow God’s realm to enter ours.  

On All Saints Day we remember those who sought to live lives in the way of Jesus and his upside-down kingdom. 

Just a couple of weeks ago, on October 11, my grandfather passed from this realm to the next.  To be one with 

God, and one with my grandmother, his wife of 65 years.  His loss was expected, as he was in hospice care, but 

because he had contracted COVID-19 his deterioration happened much faster than we had expected. 

Perhaps the hardest part about his loss, due to COVID, is that his family was unable to be by his side.  

We feel the grief and pain of loss right now.  We acknowledge that the grief of losing someone never truly goes 

away.  But in the midst of the grief, we find comfort in a God who grieves with us.  

Continued on Page 4 

 

 11.01.20 Sunday Worship Notes (cont.) 

Matthew 5:1-12 (NRSV) 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the 

mountain;  and after he sat down, his 

disciples came to him.  Then he began to 

speak, and taught them, saying: 

 Blessed are the poor in spirit,  

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

Blessed are those who mourn,  

for they will be comforted.  

Blessed are the meek,  

for they will inherit the earth.  

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst  

for righteousness, for they will be filled. 

Blessed are the merciful,  

for they will receive mercy. 

Blessed are the pure in heart,  

for they will see God. 

Blessed are the peacemakers,  

for they will be called children of God. 

Blessed are those who are persecuted  

for righteousness’ sake,  

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are you when people revile you  

and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 

against you falsely on my account.  

Rejoice and be glad,  

for your reward is great in heaven,  

for in the same way they persecuted  

the prophets who were before you.  
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What if this liminal space, this strange, scary 

time of uncertainty, could be a doorway 

between our realm and God’s realm?  What if 

this moment is an opportunity for God’s reality 

to break into our own?  

Parts of our world seem like it is being turned 

upside down.  Is it possible this could be a 

moment for our world to become a little more 

like God’s realm?  Some aspects of our world 

should be overturned — like the systems of 

power that oppress people and place wealth 

and power over humanity.  

Remembering and honoring the saints that 

have gone before us can remind us how to live 

in the world. In these next moments, I invite you 

to think about those who are no longer with 

you, those who have loved you into being, 

who have shaped who you are.  Those who 

have sought to live the way of love.  

I invite you to light a candle in your space, as I am in mine, and think of those people.  Remember them.  Honor 

them.  Express gratitude for them.  

My grandpa was a pastor for over 60 years, and he gave his final sermon to the staff at his hospice care facility. 

In that sermon, he asked himself what he should speak on with only two weeks to live.  If he could live his life 

over again, what would he change?  He said, with tears in his eyes, “I would be more kind.” 

Remembering and honoring my grandparents reminds me to follow the command of Christ, to treat others how 

I want to be treated.  My Grandma was a brilliant thinker and theologian.  She reminded me, that no matter 

what I question about God or the Bible, just love Jesus and you’ll be okay.  You’ll be on the right track.  

I want to close with words from theologian Fredrich Buechner’s who said, “Humanly speaking, if we have any 

chance to survive, I suspect that it is men and women who act out of that deep impulse [which is best described 

with words like tolerance, compassion, sanity, hope, justice] who are our chance…” 

He says we cannot force the kingdom of God to happen, but we can allow it to live through us in this way:  

“We can be kind to each other.  We can be kind to ourselves.  We can drive back the darkness a little.  We can 

make green places within ourselves and among ourselves where God can make God’s Kingdom happen.” 

May we be a people whose allegiance and trust is solely found in 

God’s rule and reign breaking into this one. Jesus prayed to God, 

May Your will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.  May we be a 

people who answer this prayer through lives of love, humility, 

compassion, and justice.  The kingdom is now out there, Jesus 

said it is within you.  Through First Christian Church of Puyallup, 

God’s realm is breaking into this world.  May it be so.  

 11.01.20 Sunday Worship Notes (cont.) 

Continued from Page 3 

Devin Wright 

November 1, 2020 
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 You may recall the 2018 Regional Assembly of the 

Northwest Regional Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ), jointly hosted by First Christian Church of 

Sumner (worship and business sessions) and First 

Christian Church of Puyallup (workshops).  It was at 

that event that consensus was reached, after much 

discernment and prayer, to merge the Northwest and 

Montana Regions into one.  As of January 1, 2020, the 

Northern Lights Region of the Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) was born!   

The new region had scheduled a 2020 assembly in Coeur d’Alene, Idaho in May, but like so many other 

events this year, it was postponed due to COVID-19.  But the assembly planning team has gotten creative 

and a virtual “gathering” of the whole region will happen in November!  It has never been easier to attend a 

regional assembly—be a part of the larger church in our region from the ease and comfort of your home. 

Join us for our 2020 Virtual Regional Assembly on Saturday, Nov. 14 and Sunday, Nov. 15, 2020.  Help us 

celebrate the launching and resilience of the Northern Lights Region.  

REGISTRATION IS OPEN! 

https://docgeneralassembly.givingfuel.com/nlr2020-virtualassembly 

There is no charge to attend this regional assembly. You  have the option of making a donation to 

the region and purchasing commemorative Northern Lights T-Shirts when registering and during the assembly. 

Proceeds from the T-shirt sales will be divided between our two related campgrounds, Cane Ridge West and 

Gwinwood Christian Conference Center. 

 

WHAT WILL A VIRTUAL ASSEMBLY LOOK LIKE? 

Friday, November 13,  7-8pm (Pacific Time) - Pre Assembly Social Hour and Zoom Practice Session 

An hour designed to start bringing us together, greeting one another, and allowing new Zoom users to 

use the platform and get comfortable with it ahead of the business session and worship. 

Saturday Nov. 14, 9-12pm (Pacific Time) - The Business Session using Zoom, we will begin with a video 

Roll Call of the Congregations. We will hear reports of our various ministries and ministry partners, enjoy 

some fellowship time in breakout rooms, and vote on some important items of business Breakout 

rooms will follow the business session for casual conversation and discussion of ideas and opinions 

about what the next two years’ focus for the region could be.  

Sunday, Nov. 15, there will be a pre-recorded worship service available 

to stream online or be used in in-person worship services.  Our guest 

preacher will be Rev. Derek Penwell, Pastor of Douglass Blvd. Christian 

Church in Louisville, KY and the author of several books about the 

changing church landscape.  https://derekpenwell.net/.  

 

 

Join us there—register now for this free regional event at: 

https://docgeneralassembly.givingfuel.com/nlr2020-virtualassembly  

 Regional Assembly: Nov. 14-15, 2020 — SHINE! 
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First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ) 

623 - 9th Avenue SW 

P.O. Box 516 

Puyallup, WA 98371 

253.845.6232 

Return Service Requested 

visit us at www.FCCPuyallup.com

Learning Circle Adult Forum:  9:30 am  Sundays (Zoom) 
The Learning Circle meets on Zoom during FCC’s stay-home 

period.  The group is now sharing lively conversation around 

the DVD series Living the Questions – drop in any time! 

https://zoom.us/j/93162782080  |  Mtg. ID: 931 6278 2080  

Curated Online Worship:  Sundays starting 7 am  

(www.fccpuyallup.com/sermons) 

First Christian Church’s online interactive worship services 

consist of videos, scripture, prayer, and music, all brought to 

life by lay volunteers, elders, and guest preachers. 

Services are available starting at 7 am on Sundays and 

remain on the site for convenient worshiping at any time. 

 Through the week at First Christian Puyallup 

Morning Prayers:  9:15 am  Mon-Wed-Fri 

Start the day centered in prayer, poem, and scripture 

on Facebook Live.  Morning Prayer recordings are 

also available any time on the FCC website:  
www.fccpuyallup.com/morning-prayers 

Encouraging volunteers—take a turn, with support! 

Evening Prayers:  8 pm  Tues & Thurs (Zoom) 

Reflect on the day with scripture and prayer.  Check 

in with friends, consider gratitude, acknowledge 

concerns.  This time of prayer and fellowship is led by 

volunteers. Take a turn? 

https://zoom.us/j/92157439193 | Mtg. ID: 921 5743 9193 

 
xxx 


