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FIRST CHRISTIAN
Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ)

...called by God to live as a blessing...

BACK TO FALL: Important schedule changes

FCC Guiding Vision
First Christian Church of
Puyallup is a gathering of diverse individuals called by God
to live as a blessing in our own
neighborhoods & in the world.
We dream of being a faithful
community of God’s people
whose spiritual practices of worship, prayer, study, & ministry
nurture those who are seeking
to live in the way of Jesus.
Believing that every
follower of Christ is gifted by
God, we dream of being a
family in which each person
discovers their gifts & is
supported in sharing those
gifts with the world.
We experience God’s
welcome in our celebration at
the communion table & dream
of being a reflection of that
welcome in our acts of acceptance, forgiveness, generosity,
justice & peacemaking.

Here comes Fall, October, and the usual
jump back into a comfortable yet exciting
routine. The life of the church takes on a
new look as the time for Worship moves out
an hour and studies and activities that took
some time off for summer or Fair Parking
pick up where they left off.
As post-summer life of the church settles into
a rhythm, the variety of ways folks may come
together to shape their faith come to light.
Sunday Learning Circle - 9:30 am, Rm. 16
A book study open to all—no pre-reading.
Adult Sunday Study - 9:45 am, Rm. 10
A long-running gathering of fellowship, study,
and prayer. Feel free to join in.
Art Bar - open 9:30 am Sunday
Pull up a chair in the corner of the sanctuary
and use quiet time to prepare to worship.
Art Studio - open 9:30 am Sunday
Use a variety of art supplies to create and
reflect.
Back Row Broads - 10 am Wed., Parlor
One of FCC’s longest running study groups,
all women are welcome to drop in.
Wed. Learning Circle - 11 am, Rm. 16
A book study open to all—no pre-reading.

FCC Book Club - 7 pm, each first Tuesday
Meets Oct. 4th to discuss A Man Named Ove
by Fredrik Backman. This month’s meeting
will take place at Brookdale Senior Living
Center, hosted by Jeanne Crabb.
Faith Formation Speakers Series
After the summer off, this enlightening series
is back, with events planned for 6:30 pm on



Sept. 28th—Regional Minister Rev. Sandy
Messick: Civil Discourse in Political
Times;



Oct. 20th—Bill Havens: Sumi Art Painting
Class (pre-registration required);



Nov. 3rd—Rev. Dave Bell: Reflection on
the Doctrine of Discovery
Watch for more information!

Over 21 days (four more
than previous years), 6,806 cars
were parked on the First
Christian Puyallup grounds.
As always, the first 10% of
income after expenses will be
used to further the work of
local, national, and global
organizations doing God’s
good work in the world.
The second 10% will be
invested in building upkeep.

AUGUST

What a joy to have come
together with a common goal,
in passionate work, with one
another, as a light in the
neighborhood of the little
church in the valley.

SEPTEMBER

FAIR
PARKING
SUCCESSES!

Many thanks to the
dedicated volunteers who kept
smiling, greeting, and loving
their neighbor through 84 shifts
and 241 hours on the asphalt.
Job well done to all who lent a
hand in so many ways!

LEARNING TO CREATE: Next up, Sumi ink painting class
First Christian’s Faith Formation Speakers Series has brought to
th

Materials will be supplied for the free class, so

light a variety of topics and themes. On Oct. 20 at 6:30 pm Bill

preregistration is required. Sign up in the

Havens from Puget Sound Sumi Artists will teach a

narthex or call the church at 253-845-6232 by

Sumi painting class. Sumi-e is the Japanese

October 12th to insure a space. Invite a friend!

word for ink painting.
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Everyone’s an artist—no extra skills needed.

Life of the Church
Sunday Studies .................. 9:30, 9:45 am
Sunday Worship ............................. 11 am
Puyallup Valley Comm. Band..... T - 7 pm
Rm. 14 reserved .............. T, W, Th - 3 pm
Back Row Broads study .......... W - 10 am

2................... Worship time change - 11 am
2...................... Table Talk Worship - 11 am
3...............................Parlor reserved - noon
3........ Faith Formation Team mtg - 5:30 pm
Bar Bistro, 1718 99th St E, Tacoma
3-5 ..................... Turner Memorial Lectures
Englewood Christian Church, Yakima
4.......................Book Club gathering - 7 pm
Brookdale Sr. Living Ctr., Puyallup
15 .............. Preschool Trike-a-thon - 10 am
18 .......................... Council meeting - 7 pm
20 ..................... Speakers Series - 6:30 pm
Sumi art ink lesson, Rm. 12, pre-register
22 ........ Freezing Nights Orientation - 9 am
23 ............ Pumpkin pick & Campfire - 5 pm
The Robeys’, 15210 - 106th St. E, 98374
24 ................ Preschool Fall Festival - 6 pm
Parlor, narthex, hallway
27 ............................ Elders meeting - 6 pm
30 ........... All Saints Messy Church - 11 am
31 ............................................... Halloween

&

PUMPKINS
&
CAMPFIRE

Pick a pumpkin,
toast a s’more!
Sunday, October 23rd
from 5-? pm
(weather permitting)
Bill & Connie Robey’s
15210 - 106th St. E
Puyallup, 98374

OCTOBER...
2016 Freezing Nights Volunteer Training Schedule
All Volunteers, New and Seasoned, Must Attend a Training

Connie & Bill will provide
s’mores, soft drinks,
campfire, and pumpkins
You bring lawn chairs,
snacks to share, and adult
beverages of your choice.

Seasoned Volunteers, please attend one of the following sessions:
Friday, October 7th - Experience Church, 10012 122nd St E, Puyallup - 7 pm to 9 pm
Saturday, October 8th - Experience Church, 10012 122nd St E, Puyallup - 10 am to 12 pm
New Volunteers, please attend your choice:
Friday, October 21st - Experience Church,
10012 - 122nd St E, Puyallup - 7 pm to 9 pm
Saturday, October 22nd - First Christian Church,
623 - 9th Ave. SW, Puyallup - 10 am to 12 pm

BLESS

DRE AM

SHARE

...called by God to live as a blessing...
WWW.FCCPUYALLUP.COM
PAGE 3
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Why Messy Church?

HOSPITALITY
SUCCESS
STORIES

Walk into the sanctuary on a Messy Church Sunday and you may find paint, papiermâché, collage, origami, scissors, tape, glue. Worship activity tables form a circle
around the perimeter of the space.

At a FCC Council meeting earlier
in 2016, members pondered the
transformation of “hospitality” in
the church. A variety of good
ideas came forth: Intentional
“table talks” surrounding radical
hospitality during a combined
Agape meal and Worship service.
A sermon series on biblical
hospitality stretching beyond
coffee hour treats (although
everyone agreed coffee is a musthave, and that conversations over
food and drink seem to flow more
easily). Placing the coffee and
treats table in the sanctuary
throughout Worship with loud
permission to “roam about the
cabin.” The Council wondered how
the important weekly tasks would
be completed as the traditional
Diaconate team went on
Sabbatical. During the
ponderings, FCC Trustee Leslie
Du Bois suggested that a signup
sheet be passed through Worship.
She stated, “It takes everyone to
do the business of being Church!”
The summer alternative for
hospitality tasks worked, and will
continue for the near future. So
when you see that clipboard
coming your way, take a look…
where can you fit in as a servant
and provider of hospitality to
others?

What do all of these things have to do with Sunday Worship?
Messy Church Worship services are designed to create opportunities for
intergenerational worship. Children and adults come together to create visual
expressions of prayer and praise. People share laughter and conversation as the
Scripture passages for the day are approached in a hands-on way. Worship stations are
designed to be accessible to young and old alike.
FCC’s first Messy Church
was held on Pentecost
Sunday 2015. By the end
of the service Prayers of
the People, written on
poster board cut into
spirals, hung festively
from the sanctuary ceiling.
During December of last
year, Advent wreath
candleholders made with
written prayers and tissue
paper created a beautiful Worship centerpiece.
Research suggests one of the strengths of smaller congregations is the potential for
intergenerational relationships. Messy Church is one way FCC Puyallup is trying to
nurture those connections.
The next Messy Church Sunday is October 30th, when All Saints Sunday will be
observed. Join the fun and richness of this alternative worshiping style. Messy Church
is a perfect Sunday to invite friends and family, children and grandchildren. Together
we’ll worship God in song, prayer, art, and fellowship. Don’t miss it!

GOOD MEAL FOR A GOOD CAUSE: benefiting Freezing Nights
Join friends and supporters of Freezing Nights, the sheltering

prior to the event for $25 per plate. Funds

ministry of local churches serving homeless adults, for a

raised will help with meal and transportation

delicious meal catered by Fiesta Taqueria and held

expenses. Tickets may be purchased from

at the Puyallup Elks on Oct.15th at 6 pm,
with tickets on sale
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FCC’s

Homeless

Ministries

Forslund and Bonnie Goddard.

Chairs Terry

Gwinwood
Camp & Retreat
Center Hiring

Pastor Nancy Goes Back to School
It’s been 24 years since I graduated from seminary in 1992. A few things have
changed. Scratch that. A lot of things have changed. The church of 2016 is facing
different challenges and opportunities than churches in the past.
In October I will begin a one year certificate program offered by the Seattle School for
Theology and Psychology. I’m excited about the opportunity to re-think our ministry
together in Puyallup. The program, Leadership in the New Parish, is a “practitioner
think-tank that equips leaders to boldly follow God into their neighborhoods and listen
well to God’s desire for shalom by engaging the intersection of God’s story, their
personal stories, and the stories of their unique neighborhood contexts.”

Northwest Region Disciples
of Christ-owned Gwinwood
Camp and Retreat Center
situated among the trees on
29 acres on the shore of
picturesque Hicks Lake in
Lacey, Washington will soon
be hiring part time
maintenance staff and part
time cooks for the Fall and
Winter seasons. Interested
applicants may be local (in
the Lacey, Olympia, or Joint
Base Lewis-McChord area)
or a distance commuter
willing to stay at the retreat
center one or two nights a
week.

I’m grateful for the financial support of our
region through a Lane Salmon Clergy
Education Scholarship and a congregational
transformation grant for continuing education.
This financial support has made the certificate
program affordable.
Even though our first classes meet later in
October, I’m already knee deep in homework,
with required readings and writing
assignments! As the year progresses, I look
forward to sharing what I’m learning with our
congregational leaders and with all of you.

If you or someone you know
is interested or would like
more information, please
contact Board President
Kathy Coggins at by email at:
rev.kathycoggins@gmail.com

To learn more about the Leadership in the New Parish program, visit the website
www.theseattleschool.edu/programs/leadership-in-the-new-parish/

“Leadership in the New Parish is an invitation
to audacity — to believe that the Gospel
is transformative today and that God’s Spirit
is at work in the particularity and uniqueness
of ourselves and our neighborhoods.”

BLESS

Time is of the essence;
candidates will be considered
within the next few weeks.
For more information about
Gwinwood, visit
www.gwinwood.org.

DRE AM

SHARE

...called by God to live as a blessing...
WWW.FCCPUYALLUP.COM
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visit us at www.FCCPuyallup.com

Return Service Requested
_____________ 10am Jun-Sep
Sun Studies __ 9:45am Oct-May
_______________ off Jun-Sep

253.845.6232
www.fccpuyallup.com

GREEN
C HALICE CONGREGATIO N

First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ)
Pastor Nancy Gowler Johnson
623 - 9th Avenue SW
P.O. Box 516
Puyallup, WA 98371
253.845.6232

Worship ______ 11am Oct-May

A GREAT CLOUD OF WITNESSES: 111 YEARS
Celebrating the history of FCC
For the past year, FCC’s Librarian/
Historian Jeanne Crabb and apprentice
Katie Sutliff have been sorting, organizing, scanning, and interviewing as they
ramp up the FCC history center housed
in the church’s library (Room 10 in the
Education Wing). Catch their excitement
at an open house after Worship on
October 9th celebrating the 111 years of
FCC Puyallup’s incorporation and
involvement in the community. Browse
photo albums, ask questions, find out
interesting facts about your church, and
see how First Christian Church Puyallup
continues to live and grow as God’s
people. ● Light refreshments provided.

Birthdays
2 ....................................... Robin Crabb
4 ........................................Laura Vogel
5 ..................................... Lindsey Kays
10 ................................. Austin Gonzales
10 ...................................... William Raup
12 ............................... Teresa Gonzales
13 ....................................... Ben Duckett
17 ...................................... David Ready
17 ................................ Gretchen Collins

OCTOBER

Early First Christian Church of
Puyallup Sunday School class

Remember Your Baptism
18 ....................... Virginia Thompson
21 .................................... John Raup
25 ............................... Marlin Blevins
28 ............................. Dorothy Davies

Anniversaries
19 ...................... Linda & Ron O’Gwin
27 ................ Leslie & Robert Dickson

October 1, 1989 ................... Katie Sutliff
October 3, 1954 ........... Katheryn Kusick
October 8, 1922 ............... Louis Sannes
October 15, 1961 ............. Jeanne Crabb

