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FIRST CHRISTIAN
Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ)

...called by God to live as a blessing...

Faith Formation Opportunities at FCC
FCC Guiding Vision
bless  dream  share
First Christian Church of
Puyallup is a gathering of diverse individuals called by God
to live as a blessing in our own
neighborhoods & in the world.
We dream of being a faithful
community of God’s people
whose spiritual practices of worship, prayer, study, & ministry
nurture those who are seeking
to live in the way of Jesus.
Believing that every
follower of Christ is gifted by
God, we dream of being a
family in which each person
discovers their gifts & is
supported in sharing those
gifts with the world.
We experience God’s
welcome in our celebration at
the communion table & dream
of being a reflection of that
welcome in our acts of acceptance, forgiveness, generosity,
justice & peacemaking.

October brings autumn leaves, the end of the summer worship schedule, and the
revival of many ongoing Faith Formation activities at FCC Puyallup. Join one of the
many groups or classes, or share ideas for new opportunities for learning. Just like
Christ’s Table, all are welcome. Your faith is worth growing!
Sunday Studies: FCC’s two longtime
Sunday Studies are small groups of caring
people committed to each other, their faith,
and learning and growing in Christ. Although
each class has curriculum, they also have
flexibility in their schedules to take time to
make detours, tackle thoughts and ideas that
arise, and spend time supporting each other.
One class is reading A Woman after God's
Heart by Eadie Goodboy; the other will take
time this fall to read and discuss “Stretching
Toward Sunday,” and then will take up
Preparing for Christmas: Daily Meditations
for Advent by Richard Rohr.
FCC’s Men’s Group is also moving to
Sunday! The group will go from monthly
breakfasts for men to a class open to all on
Sunday mornings starting Nov. 9th. The nowopen group will embark on a year-long study
of We Make the Road by Walking by Brian
McLaren. 52 chapters designed to be read in
10-12 minutes will give an overview of the
biblical story and a fresh introduction to
Christian faith.

“Fait h formation is more
than a subject to be taught;
it is an invitation
to a way of life.”
~Joe Paprocki

Back Row Broads: One of FCC’s longest
running study groups, the Back Row
Broads, was formed out of the desire to
create fellowship and community for FCC’s
women. Although study is a part of the
group, it is the relationships that come first.
This group is currently discussing James W.
Moore’s Do Your Best and Trust God for
the Rest on Wednesdays at 10 am, but
you’ll also see them heading out for coffee
or lunch, extending their study into
conversations and connections.
Continued on page 2
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SUNDAYS
STUDY WITH
PASTOR
DOUG
J. B. Phillips was a British
pastor during World War II,
and when London was being
bombed, he took his
notebook with him into the
bomb shelters and worked
on a new translation of the
Gospels as a way to inspire
the youth group at his
congregation. After the war,
he continued his work, and
with the encouragement of
his friend C. S. Lewis,
published a complete New
Testament in Modern
English (often referred to as
"the Philips Translation") in
1958. While the complete
translation was still in
production, he was asked to
prepare a script for a series
of four radio broadcasts on
the BBC based on four of
the "big" speeches in the
book of Acts. Here at FCC
Puyallup, on four upcoming
Sundays, you're invited to
hear those four radio scripts
again. It will make a big
difference in hearing them if
you've read the assigned
chapter (or two) in any Acts
translation before you come;
see the schedule below:

FORMING OUR FAITH: It’s Everything We Do

FF Opportunities, continued from page 1
Art Bar: Tucked into a corner of the
sanctuary, FCC’s Art Bar is a place to
explore the rich connection between faith
and creativity. Some weeks will find Pastor
Nancy leading intergenerational gatherings
challenging minds and hearts through
scripture and art; other weeks will invite the
artist in everyone to participate in worship
through congregational art projects. No
experience is required—give it a try and let
your inner artist create and grow.
Book Club: “It is what you read when you
don't have to that determines what you will
be when you can't help it.” —Oscar Wilde
This group grows, changes, and recreates
itself each month as a new book is chosen,
read and discussed. Announced in the
weekly e-newsletter The Week Ahead and
through an active Facebook group, FCC’s
Book Club reads a variety of thought
provoking books and meets first Tuesdays
monthly at 7 pm to discuss and share in a
variety of venues. Join in every month or
just once in awhile.

Stretching Toward Sunday: A weekly
collection of readings, questions, poems,
and reflections designed to help readers
look ahead at the lectionary scriptures for
the coming week. Sign up for the weekly
email at faithformation@fccpuyallup.com.
Faith Connections and Conversations:
A Facebook page created to motivate,
encourage, challenge, and stretch. A place
to share articles and reflections, where
people may feel free to jump in and join the
conversation, respond to posts, or simply
read and contemplate. Although created
for FCC Puyallup, it is open to all and a
great way to share faith with others by
encouraging them to “like” the page, too.

SUNDAY STUDY WITH PASTOR: Assigned Reading
We'll plan to meet in the parlor and get started at 9:45 am.
Remember to read ahead, and bring your coffee,
your questions, and your listening ears.
I think you'll enjoy hearing this.

Doug

—
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▪
▪
▪
▪

Oct. 5 - Acts 2 (Peter's speech on the day of Pentecost)
Oct. 19 - Acts 6-7 (Stephen's speech to the Sanhedrin)
Oct. 26 - Acts 17 (Paul's speech on Mars Hill)
Nov. 2 - Acts 26 (Paul's speech before Agrippa & Bernice)

FCC Celebrates:

bless dream share




Another reason to celebrate being FCC
Puyallup! Dozens of volunteers welcomed
over 6,200 cars to the church grounds over
the 17 days of the Washington State
(Puyallup) Fair. To be sure, there’s a
blessing in the income reaped by FCC, but
also in friendships made and strengthened,
unity in working for the church as a team,
and in being the smiling face of God in the
community.

Many thanks to FCC members and friends
for another fun and fruitful parking season!
Another blessing: each year the first ten
percent Fair Parking income, after minor
expenses, is given to the FCC Outreach
Team to prayerfully discern which local-toglobal ministries and organizations will
benefit from it. Look for information soon
about where the $6,200 will go this year.

GET OUT OF THE BOAT: A Servants Summit
All are welcome at this one-day
retreat to consider together
ways to grow in finding faith
and purpose in God’s church.

!

BLESS
DREAM
SHARE...
CELEBRATE!
STORY TELLING
Ready to share your story in
Worship? Sign up in the
narthex to get in the queue, or
speak to any Council member.
Listen to the stories told thus
far at fccpuyallup.com.

WEAR IT PROUDLY
All FCC participants should
have received a FCC
Celebrates t-shirt. If you
haven't gotten one, contact
the church office to find out
more.

WHAT’S NEXT?
It’s a yearlong celebration, so
keep an eye out for what’s
still to come. Ideas for ways
to celebrate “being Church”
together are welcome!

Saturday, October 18th
from 9 am to 5 pm

Register by October 5th to help
with headcount. A suggested
$10 donation will help with
retreat costs, including
breakfast and lunch.

Wellspring Retreat Center
54922 Kernahan Rd E, Ashford, WA 98304
www.wellspringspa.com
Optional night-before lodging in quaint,
comfortable surroundings is encouraged!

BLESS

DRE AM

SHARE

...called by God to live as a blessing...
WWW.FCCPUYALLUP.COM
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&

PUMPKINS
&
S’MORES

Pick a pumpkin,
toast a s’more!
Sunday, October 12th
from 5-7 pm
(weather permitting)
Bill & Connie Robey’s
15210 - 106th St. E
Puyallup, 98374
Take home a pumpkin
from the garden &
bring a lawn chair for
the campfire!
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NURTURING GENEROUS LIVING: A Matter of
Action, Intentions, and Heart
"We have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this extraordinary
power belongs to God and does not come from us." —2 Corinthians 4:5-7
Generosity is a matter of action,
intentions, and heart. One way to
describe it is the grateful
outpouring of gifts to others, out of
our love for God. Outpouring is a
terrific description, since the
priceless treasure of the gospel
(and all the gifts of covenant,
relationship, and life that go with it)
comes from God and is meant to
be poured out, through our living,
upon others. Paul states this
directly in 2 Corinthians 4:5-7, above.
Whether for fancy purposes or everyday
use, the "unadorned pots of our daily
lives" (as The Message puts it) highlight the
fact that all of who we are and what we
have comes from God and is to be used
for God's purposes. God can use our
uniqueness, even our limitations, weaknesses and eccentricities, to communicate God's
powerful presence and love.
Generous living is not just about giving
money, or even just about giving. It has to
do with the whole of who we are and how
we care for our neighbors (Mark 12:2831). Each of us brings our heart, mind, soul,
and strength. The Old Testament word for

"heart" is literally the leaning or thrust of our
lives. We might call it our lifestyle or
nonverbal witness. In other words, it is how
we steward 100 percent of our lives, not just
the "religious" sector or the percentage we
give away.
So how do we lead stewardship in our
local church? By nurturing generous living
in our personal lives and in our life together
as part of our congregation and Christ's
interconnected,
connectional
church.
Nurturing generous living in every aspect
of our life together before God -- now that's
great stewardship!
—http://gbod2014.s2.paramoreredd.com/resources/
nurturing-generous-living

2

WORLD
COMMUNION
PRAYERS
WORLD COMMUNION
World Communion Sunday is Oct.
5th. Bake or bring international
bread to share for communion!
A PRAYER FROM ZAIRE
O God, you are the giver of life.
We pray for the church in the
whole world.
Sanctify her life, renew her
worship, give power to her
witnessing, restore her unity.
Give strength to those who are
searching together
for that kind of obedience which
creates unity.
Heal the divisions separating your
children one from another,
so that they will make fast, with
bonds of peace,
the unity which the Spirit gives.
Amen.

“So many kids benefit from the kindness of people like you all”
From Helping Hand House

ANCIENT PRAYER

Bring beloved pets to
Worship at 11 am
Sunday, 10/5.
Humans, please
appropriately restrain
pets for the safety &
comfort of all animals &
worshipers.

BLESS

DRE AM

God, good beyond all that is
good, fair beyond all that is fair,
in you is calmness, peace, and
concord.
Heal the dissensions that divide
us from one another
and bring us back to a unity of
love bearing some likeness to
your divine nature.
Through the embrace of love
and the bonds of godly
affection, make us one in the
Spirit by your peace which
makes all things peaceful.
We ask this through the grace,
mercy, and tenderness
of your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

SHARE

...called by God to live as a blessing...
WWW.FCCPUYALLUP.COM
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Orphan Train
by Christina Baker Kline
“Between 1854 and 1929,
so-called orphan trains ran
regularly from the cities of
the East Coast to the
farmlands of the Midwest,
carrying thousands of
abandoned children whose
fates would be determined
by pure luck. Would they
be adopted by a kind and
loving family, or would they
face a childhood and
adolescence of hard labor
and servitude?”

Life of the Church
Sunday Studies resume ..........9:45 am
Worship Service ....... Sundays - 11 am
Pastor Doug in office.... Tuesdays - 9 am
Worship Planning ....... Tuesdays - 10 am
Back Row Broads study ... Wed., - 10 am
5 ....... Servants Summit registrations due
5 ........... Blessing of the Animals - 11 am
5 ................... World Communion Sunday
6-8 ..................Turner Memorial Lectures
Englewood Christian Church, Yakima
7 .................................. Book Club - 7 pm
Eunice Squires’ home

8 .......... Servants Summit meeting - 6 pm
12 ............ Diaconate meeting - 12:30 pm
12 ............ Pumpkins & S’mores - 5-7 pm
Bill & Connie Robey’s home
13 ..................................... Columbus Day
16 ......................... Elders meeting - 6 pm
Barbara Stroud’s home
18 .......... Get Out of the Boat: A Servants
Summit for FCC Puyallup - 9 am-5 pm
Wellspring Retreat Center, 54922
Kernahan Rd E, Ashford 98304
20 ..... Stewardship Team meeting - 7 pm
31 ............................................ Halloween

OCTOBER

!

BOOK
CLUB
PICK

Tuesday, Oct. 7 at 7 pm
fccpuyallup.com/amazon

Sunday Studies @ 9:45 am
Worship Service @ 11 am
beginning October 5th

COMING: All Saints Sunday, Nov. 2nd
Saints who have died in the past year will be remembered in Worship. To

Name ___________________________________

have a loved one named, call the church or return this form.
Bring a wallet-size photo of a person whose life has meant something
in your spiritual journey and place it on the communion table.
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Name ___________________________________

DISCIPLES AT WORK: Faith Around the Region
I have been on the job as Acting Regional Minister for
only two weeks now but I’ve already learned two very
important things. First, I’ve learned that I have a lot to
learn about this job! And second, I’ve learned (or
actually had reinforced) that we have a wonderfully
capable and dedicated Regional Minister in Sandy
Messick. So while Sandy is away on her well-deserved
sabbatical leave, I will do my best to fill in. Though I may not have all of the answers, I do
have a list of very capable Regional folks (headed by Amber Saladino) who have the
experience and knowledge to respond to any situation that may arise. So don’t hesitate to
contact me if you need any help from your Regional church.

Words from the
Acting Regional
Minister

There are three part-time Regional staff persons who have been and will continue to be
hard at work in Sandy’s absence. All three of these positions are being funded by gifts from
Bellevue Christian Church. In this edition of the Northwest Passage each will give you a
brief update on what’s been happening in their respective ministry areas. hope of calling a
new church planter during the first quarter of 2015.
Blessings on the journey...
Bill Robey

Turner Memorial
Lectures 2014
Past and Future
Church: From the
Ends of the Earth
to Our Doorstep

The 2014 Turner Memorial Lectures is just around the
corner. Join us at Englewood Christian Church in
Yakima, October 6-8, 2014 for study, worship and
fellowship. This year's lecturers are Rev. Dr. Michael
Kinnamon and Rev. Carol Howard Merritt who will
each give two lectures on the future of the church.
Registration available now both online and by mail.
For information, visit www.disciplesnw.org/event/
turner-memorial-lecture-series-2014.

General Registration is
just $130. Retired Clergy
and Clergy Spouses/
Partners are always just
$85 and Seminary
Students attend free!

BLESS

DRE AM

?
Q & A:
THE NW
REGION

NWRCC CHURCHES?

-Our congregations can be
found in Washington, Alaska,
and Northern Idaho.

NWRCC MISSION?
Called by God and sent by the
Living Christ, we the Northwest
Regional Christian Church
intentionally engage with one
another rejoicing in our diversity
and shared gifts, deepening our
spiritual life, building true
community, acting
courageously in ministry and
mission, and sharing God’s
good news with a fresh voice
and a new song. We seek to
"do justice, love kindness and
walk humbly with our
God." (Micah 6:8)

NWRCC CORE VALUES?
-Living Forward
-God-Centered, Spirit Led
-Diversity
-Community
-interaction
-Justice and Compassion
-Christian Unity
"Christian unity
is our polar star."
—Barton Stone,
a Disciples of Christ founder

SHARE

...called by God to live as a blessing...
WWW.FCCPUYALLUP.COM
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visit us at www.FCCPuyallup.com

Return Service Requested
_____________ 10am Jun-Sep
Sun. Studies _ 9:45am Oct-May
_______________ off Jun-Sep

253.845.6232

www.fccpuyallup.com

GREEN CHALICE
CONGREGATIO N

First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ)
Pastor Nancy Gowler Johnson
623 - 9th Avenue SW
P.O. Box 516
Puyallup, WA 98371
253.845.6232

Worship ______ 11am Oct-May

Sabbatical Blessings! Embracing New & Old
SABBATICAL: ON THE HOMEFRONT
Congregants continue to give thumbs up for Pastor
Doug and Kathy’s role in church life. With the
introduction of new and ancient elements to
worship in order to enhance the encounter of God
in the midst of worshipers, FCC folk generally
agree that “change can be good.” Doug will lead a
4-week Sunday Study in October, join him! (Pg. 2.)

SABBATICAL: ON THE ROAD
Pastor Nancy’s Facebook posts allow friends to
stay connected with her as she travels. Copies of
her photos may be seen in the narthex. Part of her
time in September was spent visiting family and
friends in her hometown, Centralia, Ill. Here Nancy
is seen with her mom, Betty. Nancy has spent time
visiting old haunts, art museums, sketching, and
taking the train to and fro Chicago and St. Louis.

Birthdays

Anniversaries

2 ....................................... Robin Crabb
3 ........................................Laura Vogel
10 ................................. Austin Gonzales
10 ...................................... William Raup
12 ............................... Teresa Gonzales
13 ....................................... Ben Duckett
17 ................................ Gretchen Collins
18 ............................................ Jeff Sells
18 ............................. Virginia Thompson

19 ............................ Linda & Ron O’Gwin

OCTOBER

Sun is shining at the Amtrak station.

Remember Your Baptism
October 1, 1989 .............. Katie Peterson
October 3, 1954 ........... Katheryn Kusick
October 8, 1922 ................Louis Sannes
October 15, 1961 ............. Jeanne Crabb

