
First 
Chimes 

 Homeless Ministries 
Freezing Nights returns 
November 1st ............. 6 

 Worship schedule change 
Service time switches to 
11 am October 6th ...... 8 

...CALLED BY GOD TO LIVE AS A BLESSING...  

 ISSUE 10  VOLUME 20  OCTOBER 2013 

 Forming our faith 
New options for growing 
as disciples ................ 2 

See these 

photos & over 

2500 more at 

www.flickr.com/groups/fccpuyallup 

Volunteers—what a gift! 
Another Fair Parking season under the belt! 



 

In his international blockbusters The Da Vinci Code, Angels & Demons, and The 
Lost Symbol, Dan Brown masterfully fused history, art, codes, and symbols. In this 
riveting new thriller, Brown returns to his element and has crafted his highest-
stakes novel to date. 

In the heart of Italy, Harvard professor of symbology Robert Langdon is drawn 
into a harrowing world centered on one of history’s most enduring and mysterious 
literary masterpieces… Dante’s Inferno. 

Against this backdrop, Langdon battles a chilling adversary and grapples with an 
ingenious riddle that pulls him into a landscape of classic art, secret passageways, 
and futuristic science. Drawing from Dante’s dark epic poem, Langdon races to 
find answers and decide whom to trust… before the world is irrevocably altered. 

—www.barenesandnoble.com 
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Learning to be faith-filled, living as disciples 
Faith Formation offers new ways to grow and learn together 

Formerly pigeonholed into the somewhat limiting heading of “Christian Education,” the more all-encompassing title 

“Faith Formation” has emerged as a great fit for First Christian Church.  Faith formation is just that—the formation of 

one’s faith—and may be encountered anywhere, not strictly in classroom rows, a book, or around a table.  Formation—or 

transformation—of faith is guided by all of the things that people encounter and are changed by, and by whatever makes 

one’s mind and heart stretch and lean into God’s unfailing 

presence.  Along the way, there will be change experienced, and 

fresh ways of thinking about and defining “faith,” which may even 

cause some discomfort as God’s Spirit nudges us out of 

windowless cocoons and into the Light.  As changes are accepted 

as part of living a full life—individually and as a body of others 

who welcome metamorphosis as Christ’s disciples—and the 

realization that being “on the way” is a unique journey of learning 

and sharing together, never a carbon copy and never having all the 

answers, then the opportunity for faith formation becomes even 

greater.  Join friends of FCC in this old thing done in new ways! 

 Stretching Toward Sunday is a weekly insight into the Revised Common Lectionary (the 3-year cycle of selected 

scripture that Pastor Nancy’s sermons are often inspired by), and includes scripture, quotes, poems, art, insights, 

reflections and links to more deeply immerse ourselves in the texts of the Bible. “STS” will be emailed on a weekly 

basis, looking forward to the readings of the next Sunday. Through these short guides and prompts, it is hoped that 

each person is encouraged to learn more and more! Sign up to receive the emails, or pick up a print copy to take home. 

 Faith Connections & Conversations is a newly created FCC Facebook page.  It’s an online meeting space to share 

ideas, join discussions, ask the hard questions, and get tidbits of inspiration. “Like” the new page and join the 

conversation at www.facebook.com/FCCPuyallupfaithconnectionsandconversations. 

 A congregation-wide Faith Formation survey will take place in late October.  What does Faith Formation mean to you 

and how does it fit into your life?  Look for this opportunity to make your Faith Formation preferences known! 

Book Club completes fifth year with Inferno 
October’s read is Inferno by Dan Brown 

The Book Club meets the first Tuesday of every month.   Join the Club on Tuesday, October 1st at 7 pm   
 at Barbara Stroud’s home, as they discuss Wild by Cheryl Strayed. 

Book Club selections are always featured on the FCC Puyallup website Amazon page. 
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Life of the church in October 
Summer Worship .................................... Sundays - 10 am 

9:45 am Studies; 11 am Worship resume 10/6 

Puyallup Community Band rehearsal ..... Tuesdays - 7 pm 

Property Team .............................. Wednesdays - 9:30 am 

Women’s Study (BRB) ..................... Wednesdays - 10 am 

Men’s Study ........................................... Thursdays - 7 pm 
 

  1 ...............................................Coop Preschool resumes 

  1 ..... Book Club Gathering at Barb Stroud’s home - 7 pm 

  3 ............................... PAT Meeting (sanctuary) - 5:30 pm 

  6 ................................... Sunday schedule change begins 

  7 .................................... Coop Preschool Meeting - 7 pm 

7-9 ........... Turner Lecture Series, Englewood CC, Yakima 

11 ...................................................... Council Reports due 

14 ............................................................... Columbus Day 

15 .................................................. Trustee Meeting - 9 am 

17 .................................................. Council Meeting - 1 pm 

17 ....... Listening to the Spirit Survey Conversation - 6 pm 

19 .......................................... Lunch with a Friend - 10 am 

Peace Lutheran, 214 E Pioneer 

19 ..... FCC Freezing Nights Volunteer Orientation - 10 am 

20 .......... Freezing Nights Program Orientation - 12:30 pm 

20 ................ Pumpkins & Potluck at Robey’s home - 3 pm 

22 ........... Elders Meeting at Connie Robey’s home - 6 pm 

28 .............................. Coop Preschool Fall Festival - 6 pm 

29 .......................................................Newsletter print/mail 

31 ...................................................................... Halloween 

Sunday Schedule change  

beginning October 6
th

: 

Sunday Studies ............... 9:45 am 

Sunday Worship ................. 11 am 
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From LBJ to Zimbabwe 
Several presidents have been members of the Stone-
Campbell tradition.  The first was James Garfield.  
Baptized at age 18, Garfield began preaching at age 21 
and is the only U.S. president who was a minister (of a 
Christian Church in Cleveland, Ohio).  He was also 
among the group that launched the magazine Christian 
Standard, still published today. 

The second was Lyndon Baines Johnson.  As a young 
man, he was baptized in a small Christian Church in 
Johnson City, Texas, where he also attended services in 
his retirement. 

Church was also a focal point of Ronald Reagan’s youth 
in Dixon, Illinois.  He was a member of First Christian 
Church and graduated from Disciples-affiliated Eureka 
College in 1932.  While there, one of his first stage roles 
was as a Christian Church minister. 

Politician Sir Garfield Todd was a minister at a New 
Zealand Church of Christ before moving to Southern 
Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe) in 1934.  For a decade, he 
wore the hats of missionary, schoolteacher, bricklayer, 
and occasional doctor.  He entered politics in 1942 and by 
1953 was prime minister of Southern Rhodesia, where he 
worked for equal rights for all Africans.  Queen Elizabeth 
II knighted Todd in 1986, but in 2002 he was stripped of 
Zimbabwean citizenship. 

 

Did You Know? 
Some Famous People from Stone-Campbell Churches (Disciples of Christ & her cousins) 

Top Man at Yale; Hoops Hero 
He visits Civil War battlefields for fun and at his day job 
explains how early Jews and Christians adapted to the 
culture around them without adapting its values.  He is 
Greg Sterling, appointed dean of Yale Divinity School in 
2012—a noted New Testament scholar, former dean at 
Notre Dame, and minister in Churches of Christ.  
Sterling’s appointment at Yale testifies to the passion for 
biblical scholarship that has always characterized the 
Stone-Campbell tradition. 

In 1963 Disciples’s magazine World Call featured 
basketball phenomenon John Wooden.  He later won 10 
NCAA Championships, appeared 16 times in the Final 
Four, had 40 strong seasons, and was inducted into the 
Basketball Hall of Fame twice—as a student and as a 
coach.  A deacon at and generous donor to First 
Christian Church of Santa Monica, California, 
Wooden was present every Sunday except when his 
team was on the road. 

President James Garfield 

Coach John Wooden 
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Songs by the Dead 

Janis Joplin grew up in Port Arthur, Texas, a “rough” 
refinery town near Houston.  Before she burst onto the 
national music scene in 1967, she taught Sunday school 
and sang in the youth choir at First Christian Church. 

The church’s historian noted on Joplin’s baptism card: 
“Died of a drug overdose in a Beverly Hills hotel….She 
was cremated and her ashes were strewn along the 
coastline of Northern California.  She had also set aside 
$2,500 for [her] wake. The Grateful Dead and others 
provided music for the wake.” 

Stardust and Country Music 
Though Hoagland (Hoagy) Carmichael failed at 
practicing law, he had music to fall back on—inspired by 
his mother, who played for dances and accompanied 
silent movies.  He wrote “Stardust” (one of the most 
recorded songs ever), “Old Buttermilk Sky,” and 
“Georgia on My Mind.”  An active member at North 
Hollywood Christian Church in California, he performed 
for the 1962 convention of the Disciples of Christ. 

And, does singing unaccompanied in 
church spark a 
musical career?  Pop 
and country singers 
Pat Boone, Glen 
Campbell, Roy 
Orbison, and Loretta 
Lynn were all raised 
in or converted to 
Churches of Christ. 

Woman with the Hatchet 
Carry Nation was born in Kentucky and baptized in a 
stream in Missouri with ice floating in the water.  She 
began her temperance crusade after the death of her first 
husband from alcoholism and earned the nickname “The 
Home Defender” as a result of taking her hatchet to 
whiskey bottles and saloon furnishings. 

Her second husband, David Nation, divorced her in 1901, 
citing abandonment.  In 1902, calling her a “stumbling 
block and a disturber of the peace,” her Disciples church 
disfellowshipped her.  But frightened of their decision, 
they provided her a letter of commendation so she could 
transfer her membership elsewhere. 

Other famous, or infamous, people connected with the 
tradition included golfer Ben Hogan, bank robber John 
Dillinger, Lew Wallace (author of Ben-Hur), and James 
Warren Jones, pastor at Jonestown, Guyana. 

—Christian History Magazine, Issue 106, Sept. 2013 

Janis Joplin 

Hoagy Carmichael 

Carry Nation 

To learn more about 
Stone-Campbell churches 

and the origins of the 
Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) 
denomination, go to 
www.christianhistory 

institute.org/magazine/
issue/church-to-end-all-

churches  

http://www.christianhistoryinstitute.org/magazine/issue/church-to-end-all-churches
http://www.christianhistoryinstitute.org/magazine/issue/church-to-end-all-churches
http://www.christianhistoryinstitute.org/magazine/issue/church-to-end-all-churches
http://www.christianhistoryinstitute.org/magazine/issue/church-to-end-all-churches
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october birthdays 
  2 ........................................................ Robin Crabb 

  3 ......................................................... Laura Vogel 

10 ................................................. Austin Gonzales 

10 ....................................................... William Raup 

12 ................................................. Teresa Gonzales 

13 ........................................................ Ben Duckett 

18 .............................................................. Jeff Sells 

17 ................................................. Gretchen Collins 

18 ............................................. Virginia Thompson 

 

anniversaries 
19 ...........................................Linda & Ron O’Gwin 

 

remember your baptism 
October 1, 1989 ............................. Katie Peterson 

October 3, 1954 .......................... Katheryn Kusick 

October 8, 1922 ............................... Louis Sannes 

October 15, 1961 ............................. Jeanne Crabb 

Dates to Remember:. 

● FN volunteer orientation for 

Friday nights at FCC:   

  -Oct. 20 at 12:30 pm 

       at FCC Puyallup 

● FN overall program volunteer 

orientations options:   

  - Oct. 18 at 7 pm 

       at Crossroads Church 

  - Oct. 19 at 10 am  

       at FCC Puyallup 

  - Oct. 25 at 7 pm 

       at Shepherd on the Hill 

  - Oct. 26 at 10 am  

       at Puyallup Nazarene 

● FN begins a new season: 

  - Nov. 1 at 7 pm 

       at FCC Puyallup 

Sheltering Ministry Returns to FCC 
Freezing Nights starts a new season on November 1

st
 

Puyallup’s ecumenical winter ministry for sheltering homeless adults, Freezing 

Nights, begins a new season on November 1st at First Christian Church.  FCC 

Homeless Ministries coordinators Bonnie Goddard and Terry Forslund are 

excited to share some changes and new procedures with First Christian 

volunteers in a gathering on Sunday, October 20th after Worship.  All past FCC 

volunteers and those interested in learning more are encouraged to attend. 

To learn more about the larger Freezing Nights program in its entirety, and the 

new changes coming up, all volunteers are also invited to attend one of four 

informational sessions at four churches.  The format and information presented 

at these orientations will be much different than in previous years, so even the 

most well-versed support persons are urged to sit in. 

Once again this season, the small Freezing Nights trailer holding guests’ 

bedding and mats will be transported from church to church each morning.  At 

FCC, three or four truck or SUV owners are desired to move the trailer on a 

scheduled rotation Saturday mornings from November through March.  Please 

speak with Terry Forslund to volunteer. 

       Other ways to support the ministry: 

Prayer  |  Taking a night shift  |  Visiting with homeless guests  

Setup or cleanup  |  Donate underwear & warm socks 



09/01   General Fund .................................. $7210.00 

09/08    General Fund ................................. $  627.00 

09/15    General Fund ................................. $  825.00 

09/22    General Fund ................................. $  816.00 

 
*To meet 2013’s budgeted General Offering income, 
weekly General Fund giving must average $1538.46. 
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“The Point on which Everything Turns…” 
Author and Lay-Theologian C.S. Lewis on Charitable Giving 

Few things in life reveal our hearts as do our attitude 

toward and practice of giving away our money….Our 

giving shows in concrete form what we love most—our 

own comfort and security or fellow human beings in 

pressing need.  It also shows what we trust most.  As C.S. 

Lewis notes, our giving to and caring for those most in 

need “seems to be the point on which everything turns.”  

Lewis was a generous giver, and gives us wise counsel in 

this matter: 

“In the passage where the New Testament says that 

every one must work, it gives as a reason ‘in order 

that he may have something to give to those in 

need.’  Charity—giving to the poor—is an essential 

part of Christian morality: in the frightening parable 

of the sheep and the goats it seems to be the point on 

which everything turns.  Some people nowadays say 

that charity ought to be unnecessary and that instead 

of giving to the poor we ought to be producing         

a society in which there were no poor to give to.  

They may be quite right in saying that we ought to 

produce this kind of society. But if anyone thinks 

that, as a consequence, you can stop giving in the 

meantime, then he has parted company with all 

Christian morality.  I do not believe one can settle 

how much we ought to give.  I am afraid the only 

safe rule is to give more than we can spare.  In other 

words, if our expenditure on comforts, luxuries, 

amusements, etc. is up to the standard common 

among those with the same income as our own, we 

are probably giving away too little.  If our charities 

do not at all pinch or hamper us, I should say they 

are too small. There ought to be things we should 

like to do and cannot do because our charities 

expenditure excludes them…. For many of us the 

great obstacle to charity lies not in our luxurious 

living or desire for more money, but in our fear—

fear of insecurity.”  (Mere Christianity) 

Do you give money to help the poor and seek ways to 

serve those in need? Perhaps those of us who live in the 

richest country in the history of the world would do well 

to consider our giving.  How much of our income should 

we give to God’s work?  In the law of the Old Testament, 

the minimum was 10 percent; under grace, surely it 

would not be less. 

—Adapted from Reflections—Thoughts for the Journey, 

On Giving, December 2007, C.S. Lewis Institute, 

www.cslewisinstitute.org  

—Winston Churchill 



First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ) 
Pastor Nancy Gowler Johnson 
623 - 9th Ave. SW 
P.O. Box 516 
Puyallup, WA  98371 
(253) 845-6232 

Return Service Requested 

visit us at www.FCCPuyallup.com 
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On Sunday, November 3rd we will remember saints who have died in the past year.   

If you would like a loved one included in this worship service, you may call the church 

office or write their name below and return this form. 

 
Name_________________________________________________ 
 
Name_________________________________________________ 

Time for a 
change! 

On Sunday,  
October 6

th
, 

Worship moves 
to 11 am 

Sunday Studies—9:45 am 
Sunday Worship—11 am  

October through May 


