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...CALLED BY GOD TO LIVE AS A BLESSING...

Whew! 1000+ Volunteer Hours

Chimes

—A PUYALLUP FAIR SEASON TO REMEMBER
Just think about all that goes into it:
Mowing, striping,
setting up, taking down,
flagging, parking, feeding,
baking, cashiering, greeting,
directing, calling, schedule making,
smiling, praying, well-wishing,
tongue-biting, supplies purchasing,
standing, running,
bike-riding, patience-keeping,
money-counting,
depositing, sharing, caring,
friend-making, church-loving, early-rising,
late-staying, traffic braving,
and all the things it takes to make a successful 50th-ish(?)
year of parking cars at FCC Puyallup.
Do the math!
985 volunteer hours (plus Herb’s uncounted hours)
+ 7000 cars parked (plus reentries)
+
13 reserved parkers
+
17 days of sunshine
=
The last of the parking lot flag streamers are taken down for
another year

A

J O B

W E L L

D O N E

!

Look for news soon about who the recipients of the first
10% of funds will be (local, national and international
outreach and missions), as well as final total of the
ministry-supporting funds raised in 2012.
visit us at www.FCCPuyallup.com

The Book Club Pick for October

The Devil in the
White City:
Murder, Magic and Madness
at the Fair
that Changed America
Every epoch has a defining event against which future
generations will forever measure its greatness; for the
Gilded Age, that event was the 1893 Chicago World’s
Fair.
With Chicago’s honor on the line and the expectations of
the entire country resting on his shoulders, head architect
Daniel Burnham had the staggering task of rebuilding a
desolate part of Chicago branded the “Black City” into a
majestic revelation of beauty and hope that became
known as “The White City.” Enlisting some of the
greatest minds of his time, including Frederick Olmsted,
who designed New York’s Central Park, Burnham fought
weather, tragedy, and above all time to build the great
fair. He would go on to create a number of the country’s
most famous structures, including the Flatiron Building in
New York and Union Station in D.C.

The Book Club meets the first Tuesday of
every month.
Join the Club at FCC on Tuesday, October
2nd at 7 pm at the home of Eunice Squires
for conversation on Wesley the Owl by
Stacey O’Brien.
Book Club selections are always featured
on the FCC Puyallup website Amazon page.

The World’s Fair introduced America to such classic
favorites as Cracker Jack, Shredded Wheat. and Juicy
Fruit and was the birth of historically significant symbols
like Columbus Day, the Ferris Wheel, and the Pledge of
Allegiance. It was a truly magical place, where the most
important figures of the late 19th century made their
appearance, among them Thomas Edison, Susan B.
Anthony, Jane Addams, Clarence Darrow, the Archduke
Francis Ferdinand, Buffalo Bill, and Helen Keller. Many
looked to the fair as a source of inspiration, from Walt
Disney, whose father, Elias, helped build the White City,
to L. Frank Baum and his illustrator, who visited the fair
and created the grandeur of Oz based on what they saw.
Erik Larson, author of the international bestseller Isaac’s
Storm, was nominated for a National Book Award for The
Devil in the White City. He is a former features writer for
The Wall Street Journal and Time magazine, where he is
still a contributing writer. His magazine stories have
appeared in The New Yorker, The Atlantic Monthly,
Harper's and other publications.
Larson has taught non-fiction writing at San Francisco
State, the Johns Hopkins Writing Seminars, and the
University of Oregon, and has spoken to audiences from
coast to coast. He lives in Seattle with his wife, three
daughters, a dwarf hamster, a Chinese fighting fish, and
a golden retriever named Molly.
—from www.randomhouse.com
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Life of the Church in October
Puyallup Community Band rehearsal ........ Tuesdays 7 pm
Property Team .............................. Wednesdays - 9:30 am
Women’s Study (BRB) .................... Wednesdays - 10 am
Men’s Study ........................................... Thursdays - 7 pm
2 ............................................Book Club Gathering - 7 pm
4 ................................................... Council Meeting - 6 pm
7 ....................................Sunday Schedule change begins
8 ................................................................. Columbus Day
14 ....................... Freezing Nights Training - after Worship
15-17 ...... Turner Lecture Series, Englewood CC, Yakima
20 ...........................................Lunch with a Friend - 10 am
20 ............. Sutliff Masquerade Wedding Reception - 5 pm
30 ......... Elders Meeting at Thom Crabb’s home - 6:30 pm
31 .......................................................................Halloween

Sunday Schedule change
beginning October 7:
Sunday Studies ...................... 9:45 am
Sunday Worship ........................ 11 am

october birthdays

Preparation for
Freezing Nights Begins
—VOLUNTEER ORIENTATION OPPORTUNITIES
As the days begin to
shorten and the nights
grow cooler, it becomes
time for many Puyallup
area churches to prepare
to offer shelter during
the
colder
months
through the Freezing
Nights program.
First Christian Church
will offer an in-house
information and training session on Sunday, October 14,
following the worship service. An all-churches volunteer
orientation program will be held at Crossroads
Community Church (3509 Military Rd. E., Tacoma) on
November 3rd.
There are many ways for volunteers to help with this vital
community ministry. Contact one of our Freezing Nights
co-coordinators Terry Forslund or Bonnie Goddard for
more information on how you can support Freezing
Nights.

2 .......................................................... Robin Crabb
4 ...........................................................Laura Vogel
10 .................................................... Austin Gonzales
10 ......................................................... William Raup
12 .................................................. Teresa Gonzales
13 .......................................................... Ben Duckett
17 ................................................... Gretchen Collins
18 ................................................ Virginia Thompson

anniversaries
19 ............................................. Linda & Ron O’Gwin

remember your baptism
October 1, 1989 ................................ Katie Peterson
October 3, 1954 .............................. Katheryn Kusick
October 8, 1922 .................................. Louis Sannes
October 15, 1961 ............................... Jeanne Crabb

09/02 General Fund ..................................... $1300.00
09/09 General Fund .................................... $ 740.00
09/16 General Fund ..................................... $2686.00
09/23 General Fund ....................................... $590.00
*To meet 2012’s budgeted General Offering income,
weekly General Fund giving must average $1442.31.

The Chimes
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Reflection: Am I Spending Myself
—BY LYNNE HYBELS
Nearly a decade ago a friend challenged me to read Isaiah
58 for 30 days in a row. She knew I had studied to
become a social worker and that when I joined my
husband in starting a church I dreamed of ministering
holistically—addressing spiritual, physical and social
needs. She knew of my ministry involvement in poor
communities in Latin America.
She also knew that 30 days of Isaiah 58 would push me
even deeper into the battle against poverty and injustice.
This well-known passage records God’s response to the
Israelites when they complain that despite their dutiful
attention to their religion’s rules and rituals, to days of
worship and fasting, God did not seem to be responding
to them—blessing them—the way they thought he should.
God responded to their whining complaint with words
that reverberate through time and space (Isaiah 58:4-7,
NIV):
On the day of your fasting, you do as you please and
exploit all your workers. Your fasting ends in quarreling
and strife, and in striking each other with wicked fists.
You cannot fast as you do today and expect your voice to
be heard on high…
Is this not the kind of fasting I have chosen: to loose the
chains of injustice and untie the cords of the yoke, to set
the oppressed free… Is it not to share your food with the
hungry and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter…
when you see the naked, to clothe him…
Elsewhere in the passage God calls us to “spend ourselves
in behalf of the hungry.” How can I claim to worship God
if I am not giving sacrificially of my time, my energy, my
money, and my voice—truly spending myself—on behalf
of the hungry?
Shortly after my initial Isaiah 58 challenge, I made my
first visit to Africa. In a rural Ugandan village I met eight
orphans living with their elderly, frail grandfather. It was
late afternoon. The children had not eaten that day and
there was no meal awaiting them. The meeting was
unexpected, so we had brought no food for the family. In
that moment I hated who I was: a privileged American
seeing a desperate need and doing nothing to meet it. Of
course that wasn’t my intent, but good intentions mean
little. To those children, I was just one more person
seeing their need and walking away.
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I vowed that day I would never again be an abundantly
blessed American turning my back. In subsequent trips to
Africa, I have partnered relationally and financially with
local churches fighting hunger and disease. In many cases
it’s the poor caring for the desperately poor, the sick
caring for the dying—but these radical followers of Jesus
have become my heroes, giants of faith whose example
humbles me.
I have also become convinced that being a Christian
citizen in America requires that I lift my voice on behalf
of the hungry, that I challenge my friends, my church, and
my government to wisely and generously respond to the
needs of the poor.
Taped to my desk is this quote: “I am only one, but I am
one. I cannot do everything, but I can do something. And
I will not let what I cannot do interfere with what I can
do.” That quote—along with my Bible opened to Isaiah
58—challenges me every day to join in God’s work on
behalf of God’s hungry children.

Reprinted from Bread for the World 2012. Lynne Hybels
co-founded Willow Creek Community Church, near
Chicago, with her husband, Bill. For more on her
ministry, particularly in Latin America and Africa, visit
www.lynnehybels.com.
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odds-n-ends
RANDOM THOUGHTS FROM PASTOR NANCY
I am writing on the holiest day of the Jewish year—Yom
Kippur, the Day of Atonement. Yom Kippur follows
Rosh ha-Shanah, the Jewish New Year, and the ten days
of self-reflection and repentance known as the Days of
Awe. Together these holy days attempt to start the new
year right, to reflect intentionally upon the previous year
and to step into the future with God’s blessing.
Yom Kippur is a solemn day marked by regret and commitment. Religious services begin with a long confessional statement of wrong-doings. Many of the trespasses
acknowledged are sins that seem commonplace:
“the sin we have committed before You by hardheartedness...by the prattle of our lips...by wronging
our neighbor...in passing judgment...in business
dealings...by evil talk...knowingly or unknowingly…”
Confession of sin is not a popular activity in our culture.
Rather than admit wrongdoing, celebrities and politicians
often apologize not for their words or deeds but if they
offended someone. We shy away from sin-talk.
Our uneasiness with any admission of wrongdoing can
lead to comedy gold. For several years during the Days
of Awe, Stephen Colbert on his television show The
Colbert Report has offered a segment called the “Atone
Phone Hotline,” inviting his Jewish friends to call and
apologize to him. Colbert answers the phone, “Shalom,
how have you wronged me?” Celebrities call and
inevitably silliness prevails. Regular listeners call in as
well, with their sincere apologies:
I want to apologize to Stephen for living in Canada.
I do have something to atone for. During the Emmys I
rooted for Don Rickles to beat you.
This year a Reform prayer group at the Hillel House at
Harvard made the news by adding a modern twist to this
Jewish tradition. They invited people to tweet their sins
via the social media tool Twitter, using the hash tag
#AlChetHarvard. The prayers would be added to the
communal prayers offered on Yom Kippur.
While the confessions did not flood in and there were a
few juvenile responses, surprisingly there were thoughtful
admissions:
I work too hard and sometimes neglect my spiritual
meditation time.
…For not thinking before I spoke.
The Chimes

For the sin of anger expressed 2 others that caused
pain, justifying it because I felt it.
There is wisdom in the practice of reflection and
confession. Christian worship has long included the rite
of communal confession beginning with the example of
Jesus in the Lord’s Prayer.
Sitting in King’s College Chapel in Cambridge in 2007 I
remember vividly how the words of the confessional
prayer from the 1928 Book of Common Prayer caught in
my throat, for I was so struck by their power and my own
failings:
ALMIGHTY and most merciful Father; We have
erred, and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep. We
have followed too much the devices and desires of
our own hearts. We have offended against thy holy
laws. We have left undone those things which we
ought to have done; And we have done those things
which we ought not to have done; And there is no
health in us….(my emphasis).
Our worship services at First Christian often use the Iona
Community’s contemporary prayer of confession:
Before God, with the people of God, we confess to
our brokenness, to the ways we wound our lives, the
lives of others, and the life of the world.
Yom Kippur is not only confessional; it affirms the strong
presence of a forgiving God. Philo of Alexandria, a
Greek Jew and a contemporary of Jesus, writing about the
observance of Yom Kippur, wrote, “...all are overcome by
its sacredness….For amnesty from sin [on that day] has
been granted by the favor of the gracious God, who has
assigned the same honor to repentant sinners as he has to
those who do not commit a single sin.”
We Christians share the experience of God who in the
words of the prophet Jeremiah says, “I will forgive their
iniquity, and remember their sin no more.” (Jer. 31:34)
When we practice critical reflection, confession of sins,
and embrace of God’s grace and forgiveness, we are
drawing upon the wisdom of our faith. Confession allows
us to let go of the idea that we earn God’s grace and to
walk with the assurance of God’s forgiveness. As our
prayer of confession concludes:
May God forgive you, Christ renew you, and the
Spirit enable you to grow in love. Amen.
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A Call for Civility
AN OPEN LETTER FROM NEW UNION CHRISTIAN CHURCH, SISTER DISCIPLES CONGREGATION IN WOODFORD CO., KY
Dear Fellow Citizens:
We, the undersigned members and participants in the life of a small rural Kentucky church, know that our form of
government depends on open dialogue about public policies and problems confronting us. As the 2012 presidential
election approaches, we are gravely concerned about a growing incivility in our body politic, and about a deficit of trust
among our American people.
In our small congregation of just 30 people, there exists a wide array of political opinions and economic
convictions. Each of us also would express our religious convictions in diverse ways. Yet, we are able to come together
each week as a community of trust, care, and respect for one another. We know that none of us “has it all together”, that
none of us is without mistaken notions, that none of us has all the right answers. We know that as we work and talk
together, we are able to face our individual and social issues more responsibly that we can alone. It is this unique gift
that we offer as a model to the political life of our nation at this critical time in our history as a nation.
The teachings of our religious tradition, and that of many of the world’s great religions, tell us that we should “do unto
others as we would have them do unto us”. This Golden Rule reminds us that respect for the other, no matter how
different from ourselves, is essential to both individual and social well-being.
We view with great alarm the increasing refusals among our elected officials to compromise with people of other
political parties, and the express intentions of all political parties to stymie the attempts to govern at all.
Therefore, we call on other congregations and religious communities—be they Christian, Jewish, Muslim, or other
beliefs:
 to join with us in calling for new efforts at civility and respect for one another in this presidential campaign year;



to join with us in asking politicians to set aside the vitriol, the half-truths and campaign innuendos, to speak the truth
about one another in their political campaigning and about the critical issues of our time;



to join with us in reminding politicians and our fellow citizens that Kentucky’s motto: “united we stand (as a nation)
and divided we will fall” is as true today as it ever was, and in pointing out to politicians and our fellow citizens
that deficits of trust and respect may be, in the long run, more corrosive to our national health and well-being than
any financial deficit.

We call on our fellow citizens to be caring and
careful consumers of media and advertising,
questioning claims and resisting attempts of
emotional manipulation.
Finally, we call on politicians to adhere to high
standards of civility, integrity, and truthfulness,
and insist that the advertisements produced by
their own campaigns, and those of other groups
such as Political Action Committees (PACs), do
the same.
We issue this letter in the confidence that if we
embrace our highest values: humility before God
and one another, honesty, kindness, and mutual respect, our body politic will find ways to build a healthier and more
enduring republic. Let us initiate a new season of civility in our life together.
Signed by: Rev. Nancy J. Kemper; Cindra J. Walker; Laura Wolfrom; William M. Redmond; Sara B. Call; James M.
Call; Linda J. Minch; J. Michael Mansfield; Evelyn B. Kemper; Mary Henson; Ellen Gibson; Frank Gibson; William
F. Pollard; Martha Billips; Sarah Hurst, Janice B. Pieratt; Chris Kellogg
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Letter from Rev. Sandy Messick, Regional Minister
A HEALTH UPDATE
Dear Northwest Family,
Once again, thank you for your prayers and words of support. You have
been such a source of strength and comfort to me through this surgery and
into the time of recovery. I would ask your continued prayers as I move
into the next phase of this journey: chemotherapy.
It has taken some time to explore possibilities and consider options, but I
believe we have a plan. I have agreed to participate in a clinical study
regarding the use of a known medicine for treating specific kinds of breast
cancer, Herceptin, but testing its effectiveness on other kinds of breast
cancer. (You can read more about the study here if you are
interested:http://www.cancer.gov/ncicancerbulletin/062612/page6. I am
one who could potentially benefit from this treatment based on my
Her2Low diagnosis). In short, if I am randomized to receive the Herceptin,
and if their theory is correct, it could decrease my chances of recurrence.
While I may or may not get the Herceptin, I will still receive the regular
chemotherapy protocol that my oncologist has recommended. There will
be 6 treatments, 3 weeks apart, starting on October 5, with the last one
somewhere around mid-January, 2013.If I do get the Herceptin, it will
mean extra treatments without the major side effects of the usual
chemotherapy. This will still be followed by radiation, but we will cross
that bridge when we come to it.
This week and early next week I will be having tests and a surgical procedure to get ready for the chemotherapy.
As I match up the treatment schedule with the regional events throughout the fall and winter I can see some that
I definitely won't be able to attend, others that I ought to still make, and many which are uncertain. I ask for your
continued patience as we move through this together.
Please know that your regional leaders and staff have stepped up in so many ways to carry on the ministry of the
regional church. I am continuing to be engaged with congregations in Search and Call and should be able to keep
up with email in a relatively responsive fashion. And, if needed, we have support from our neighboring regional
ministers who are willing to be on call if needed. In short, they have our back and we are being carried by the
wider church through this.
There is much unknown in the next few weeks: I don't know how I will respond to chemotherapy (or how it will
respond to me!), but today I am feeling very well. I have recovered well from the surgery and am moving into the
next phase with confidence, hope, and faith.
Thank you for being the cloud of witnesses that are holding me.
On another note, and as an additional prayer concern: Please keep my husband, Tom, and his family in your
prayers. My mother-in-law, Ann, is in hospice care and nearing the end of her battle with ovarian cancer. She has
her good days and bad days and is not in a great deal of pain, for which we are thankful, but as you can imagine,
this adds a whole other dimension to our thoughts and lives these days.
Grace and peace,
Sandy

The Chimes
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First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ)
623 - 9th Ave. SW
P.O. Box 516
Puyallup, WA 98371
(253) 845-6232

Return Service Requested

Sunday, October 7
Worship time moves to 11 am

A l l S a i n t ’ s D a y • N o v e m b e r 4 th
On Sunday, November 4th we will remember saints who have died this past year. If you
would like a loved one included in this worship, you may call the church office or write
their name below and return this form.

Name_________________________________________________
Name_________________________________________________
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