FCC’s
liturgical calendar

St. Francis Blessing
BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS
& THE NATURAL WORLD
During Worship, October 18, 2020
The feast of Saint Francis of Assisi, patron saint of

animals and the natural world, is celebrated in
October. This year we can’t gather, but we can still
have a Blessing of the Animals (and the natural world)
during our online Worship service!

October 8, 2020

Giving options
SAFE ONLINE GIVING
Donate quickly and safely once or set up recurring gifts
to the fund of your choice at fccpuyallup.com/donate

EASY MOBILE GIVING APP
1. Install the GivePlus Church app from Google Play or
the App Store.
2. Search the app for First Christian Church of Puyallup
using zip code 98371.
3. Give (If you‘ve given on our website Donate page,
use your existing login.)

AUTO-PAY FROM YOUR BANK
Ask your bank to set up automatic payments to FCC.

MAIL A CHECK TO OUR P.O. BOX
Make checks out to First Christian Church and mail to:
623 - 9th Ave SW | P.O. Box 516 | Puyallup, WA 98371

AMAZON SMILE
Click the Amazon graphic at fccpuyallup.com/amazon
and Amazon will help to support FCC Puyallup.

2020 FCC PUYALLUP WEEKLY GIVING:

EMAIL photos to webmaster@fccpuyallup.com by
October 14th. The pictures can be of your own pet(s),
of wild animals you admire, photos of the natural world
you have taken, or places in nature you love. Tell us
about the photo so we can add them to the blessing.
If you can’t email the photo, you can snail mail them
to the church; please be sure they arrive at the church
BY OCTOBER 14th in order to have them included in
the blessing.
No onsite worship, all weeks. ++ denotes mailed checks deposited.

Sunday Worship Notes

SEVETY-SEVEN TIMES | Rev. Gretchen Mertes
MATTHEW 18:21-35 | OCTOBER 4, 2020

Good Morning, Good People of First Christian of Puyallup! My name is Gretchen Mertes and I’m a ELCA pastor
in Seattle. I had the good fortune of—maybe 5 years ago—working with your congregation on a retreat, and it
was fun, and I miss you, and to the other Gretchen Mertes, hello! And it is great to be with you this morning.
Welcome to Mordor, the land of wind and fire. I have to
say, 2020 just doesn’t seem to be letting up AT ALL. I
Googled the plagues of Egypt just to see where we’re
at, I’m pretty sure the only one left is the plague of frogs.
Recently, I spent three days driving around the diaspora
of north Seattle to the home of every child aged 1-18
that I could track down an address for that is part of our
congregation. That was 87 kids. I went to their homes,
from Mukilteo to Ravenna to Fremont to Blue Ridge.
And it was awesome. You guys, I got to see people!
And see kids! And I got to remember why we do all this
stuff, and who we do it for. I handed them little rainbow
stickers that say “You Are Loved” and then I said that I loved them. And then I handed them little wooden
crosses that were carved smooth, and I said, “This is for your hands, all the way from Jerusalem. These are for
your worries and your burdens as you’re sitting in front of your screens so you know that you’re not alone.” And
each kid was so excited to touch the crosses, and stick the stickers. And it was good. And now tho, I’m sad.
Because it reminded me of what we’re missing. Mostly, what they are missing.
And in the middle of all that driving around, I got to sing some classic hymns at tiny graveside memorial for the
great guy Chuck Fredericks, who passed away at 93 just over a week ago. How Great Thou Art and Amazing
Grace muffled by masks and sung by few. And it was it was good – but I was sad. Because he deserved a
celebration everyone could attend.
A band named The Porter’s Gate has put out an album a few weeks ago that feels so in tune to all these
feelings. It’s called simply “Lament” and it’s amazing. Released, poignantly on September 11. There’s a song
on it, that resonated with me through all this conflux of emotion and grief and anger and exhaustion and
anxiety that we’ve been working through for the last six months. It goes:
Jesus, when you gonna wake up, when you gonna wake up and calm this raging sea?
Jesus, when you gonna wake up, when you gonna wake up how can you sleep when we’re in need?
Just one word from the maker and all the waves would be made still
Just one touch from the healer and all would be made well.
Won’t you rise up?
For me, reading this passage from Matthew about forgiveness, and feeling all these feelings about the world
and life and change and pain, and then hearing this song, begging Jesus to rise up and help us, made me start
to wonder, and think about the tie between forgiveness and lament. The tie between anger and being
healthy. The tie between being alive in body, but mostly dead in spirit, or on the other side – being fully alive by
working through pain and misery, and releasing the burden of debt and hurt. What other choices do we have?
Well, how often should we forgive? How much do we have to do it? Jesus tells us to forgive as much as it takes.
It’s funny isn’t it? It’s easy to think that what we need to be forgiven isn’t that bad, but that the forgiveness that
we withhold, the apologies we are waiting to hear – sometimes for decades - are weight worth bearing. Here’s
what it comes down to: Forgiveness is life-giving. Holding on to wrongs that have been done to you will kill you.
And not only will it kill you, but it will unravel the fabric of our community together.
2

Worship Notes (cont.)
When we hold on to wrongs that have been done to us, we become stretched and thinned and destroyed
and maxed out in ways that we can’t even see. Have you ever carried a 40 pound bag of dirt, or manure,
from your car to the garden? What did it feel like to set that crap down? If you carry something heavy long
enough, you can forget the burden that it is to you. But your knees won’t. Your back won’t. And if you never
set it down, well… what are you carrying that crap for?
When we’re all worked up over someone owing us, or being wronged, we forget so quickly that we are the
ones carrying that burden. That’s not on our offenders, that’s our issue. Whether or not we choose to forgive
someone is entire up to us, and not dependent on the offender’s apology. It is SUCH a hard lesson. The older
and more mature I get, the better I think I am at this, but then I hear stories that remind me what this really
looks like, and I see the growth I still need to accomplish.
For example, when I read this story from Jesus about forgiving until it hurts, the first story that comes to my
mind is that of the Amish community in Pennsylvania who were able to deeply, and sincerely, and honestly
forgive the man who murdered five of their children in 2007. The day after burying their own children, they
went to the memorial of the killer’s widow, and supported her and her three children. They hugged them. I
tell you, I hear stories like that about forgiveness, and I know that I have a looooooong way to go. I have a
hard time forgiving someone for scratching my car in the QFC parking lot – let alone something real, like
what these Amish folks lived through. In an interview I read with these families, one of them was trying to
explain how it is for the Amish, and he said that the Amish can literally just express forgiveness easily. They are
taught this from the beginning. And because they are able to express it and then hold no grudges, they are
better able to concentrate on the work of their own healing. What is this? What?
Listening to this story, it’s like Jesus is saying is saying
directly to us: it’s time for us to sign up for therapy.
If you want to be better, if you want to heal, if you
want to be whole, this is where it starts. You have
to do the work. You have to forgive. He is also
telling us that part of living as we were created to
be, as light in the world, as the body of Christ, is to
practice forgiving others as we have been
forgiven. It’s part of the very fiber of our faith
community, too.
Dear friends. When we finally realize that we’re the
ones carrying the burden, it’s as if Jesus says, “Let
me help you with that. Let’s set it down. You don’t
have to do this by yourself.” That’s where the
strength to forgive comes from. From God! Even
though it’s scary, and counter-intuitive. After all, we
pray it as Jesus taught us to every day, right? “Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.”
Jesus, who from the cross, having been betrayed by those closest to him into death, Jesus, who knows what’s
he’s asking of us because he’s been there, says, “Forgive them father.” This is the One who is with us when we
finally step into space and say, “This burden no longer has power over me. I forgive you. Therefore I am free.”
May it be so. Amen.
Rev. Gretchen Mertes, Seattle, Washington
October 4, 2020
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Living the Questions - Learning Circle
You are invited to join the FCC Puyallup Sunday Learning Circle beginning Sunday, October 18th at 9:30 am
on Zoom (https://zoom.us/j/93162782080) as we launch Living the Questions.
People know that at its core, Christianity has something good to offer the human race. At the same
time, many have a sense that they are alone in being
a "thinking" Christian and that "salvaging" Christianity is
a hopeless task. What is needed is a safe environment
where people have permission to ask the questions
they've always wanted to ask but have been afraid
to voice for fear of being thought a heretic.
Living the Questions is a 12-week DVD and webbased small group study exploring beyond the
traditions and rote theologies in which so many
people and local churches seem to be stuck. Ideal
for Christian invitation, initiation, and spiritual
formation, Living the Questions will help seekers and
church alumni/ae alike in discovering the significance
of Christianity in the 21st Century and what a
meaningful faith can look like in today's world.
The format of each 1.5-hour session includes a video,
guided discussion, spiritual exercises, and Bible study.
The 20-minute videos for each session include
conversation, sermon clips, lecture excerpts, and
spiritual exercises for practical applications (including
different forms of prayer and meditation, movement,
walking the labyrinth, etc.). The overall theme is that
of faith as a journey, not a destination.

where: Zoom
zoom.us/j/93162782080
when: Sundays, 9:30 am
starting October 18th
contact: Bill Robey at
billrobey@comcast.net

THEMES:
Invitation to Journey
1. An Invitation to Journey
2. Taking the Bible Seriously
3. Thinking Theologically
4. Stories of Creation
5. Lives of Jesus
6. A Passion for Christ: Paul
7. Out into the World: Challenges
Facing Progressive Christians

Honoring Creation
8. Restoring Relationships
9. The Prophetic Jesus
10. Evil, Suffering & a God of Love
11. The Myth of Redemptive
Violence
12. Practicing Resurrection
13. Debunking the Rapture
14. Honoring Creation

Call to Covenant
15. A Kingdom without Walls
16. Social Justice: Realizing God’s Vision
17. Incarnation: Divinely Human
18. Prayer: Intimacy with God
19. Compassion: The Heart of Jesus’
Ministry
20. Creative Transformation
21. Embracing Mystery

For more information contact Bill Robey at billrobey@comcast.net or visit www.livingthequestions.com.
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Pumpkin alert! Pumpkin pick with a twist
The Robey Pumpkin Patch is not bothered by COVID-19! It is well and producing its normal
abundance of large pumpkins. Halloween is different this year, and to make sure we all stay
safe, we will not be able to gather for our annual "campfire and pumpkin pick."
However, the pumpkins still need good homes and we hope that LOTS of them can find their
way to your home! Come on out to our "farm" and we’ll help you find the pumpkins that are
just right for you (masks required). We’re home most of the time these days, but to be sure to
catch us there, please give us a call at 253-845-2739 or 253-225-0186 or 253-691-2501 to be sure.
Blessings, Connie & Bill Robey

Come on over to the Robeys’ farm and pick a pumpkin!
Please call first to be sure they’re at home.

All Saints’ Sunday Worship
On All Saints’ Sunday, November 1st,
we will remember beloved saints
who have died in the past year.
If you would like a loved one
included in this worship service,
please email their name
(and photo if you have one) to
webmaster@fccpuyallup.com
or call the church office.
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visit us at www.FCCPuyallup.com

First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ)
623 - 9th Avenue SW
P.O. Box 516
Puyallup, WA 98371
253.845.6232

Return Service Requested

Through the week at First Christian Puyallup
Learning Circle Adult Forum: 9:30 am Sundays (Zoom)
The adult Learning Circle meets on Zoom during FCC Puyallup’s
Stay-Home period. The group is using a DVD series, First Light Jesus and the Kingdom of God – drop-ins welcome!
https://zoom.us/j/93162782080 | Mtg. ID: 931 6278 2080

Morning Prayers: 9:15 am Mon-Wed-Fri
Start the day centered in prayer, poem, and scripture on
Facebook Live. Morning Prayer recordings are also
available any time on the FCC Facebook page:
facebook.com/FCCPuyallup, or the FCC website:
www.fccpuyallup.com/morning-prayers
Now encouraging volunteers—take a turn, with support!

Curated Online Worship: Sundays starting 7 am
(www.fccpuyallup.com/sermons)
First Christian Church of Puyallup’s online interactive worship
services consist of videos, scripture, prayer, and music, all
brought to life by lay volunteers, elders, and guest preachers.
Services are available starting at 7 am on Sundays and remain
on the site for convenient worshiping at any time.

Step By Step - Dreams happen
FCC Faith Formation
Stay-Home
Speakers Series
on Zoom
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Evening Prayers: 8 pm Tues & Thurs (Zoom)
Reflect on the day with scripture and prayer. Check in
with friends, consider gratitude, acknowledge concerns.
This time of prayer and fellowship is led by volunteers.
Take a turn?
https://zoom.us/j/92157439193 | Mtg. ID: 921 5743 9193

Oct. 15 – 6:30 pm | Kristin Linden, Founder, Step By Step
From Flowers to Futures: The Step By Step Story

Krista Linden had a dream and a desire to come alongside vulnerable families and offer
friendship, support, resources, education, and connections that would promote a better
life for their children. In 1997, her dream became a reality and the non-profit organization,
Step By Step, was born. Today, Step-by-Step has not only helped thousands of families,
but is the heart of the Germaine Korum Center, repurposed from the former site of the Van
Lierop farm. Now this beloved piece of land is home to a family counseling and
educational center, job training and workforce preparation facility, a culinary training
program, and Farm 12, a farm to table restaurant. The farm has been transformed into a
renewed place with purpose, one that offers a unique and beautiful space to enrich lives
and holistically strengthen families in our community, for generations to come. Come see
how one dream is changing the world. A free-will offering will benefit Step by Step.
Join us on Zoom at https://zoom.us/j/94777910545 | Meeting ID: 947 7791 0545

