
 

  

 

SAFE  ONLINE  GIVING 
Donate quickly and safely once or set up recurring gifts 

to the fund of your choice at  fccpuyallup.com/donate 

EASY  MOBILE  GIVING  APP   
1. Install the GivePlus Church app from Google Play or 

the App Store. 

2. Search the app for First Christian Church of Puyallup 

using zip code 98371. 

3. Give (If you‘ve given on our website Donate page, 

use your existing login.) 

AUTO-PAY  FROM  YOUR  BANK   
Ask your bank to set up automatic payments to FCC.   

MAIL  A  CHECK  TO  OUR  P.O.  BOX   
Make checks out to First Christian Church and mail to:  

623 - 9th Ave SW | P.O. Box 516 | Puyallup, WA  98371 

AMAZON  SMILE  
Click the Amazon graphic at fccpuyallup.com/amazon 

and Amazon will help to support FCC Puyallup. 

 

BUILDING  CLOSED  /  CHURCH  OPEN!  
The  work  of  Church  is  still  marching  on!  

Things are hopping, and the teams and ministries of 

First Christian Puyallup are stepping up to meet the 

needs of the ministries, the building, and the people as 

best they can during this time. There may be no usual 

parking lot frenzy this September, but FCC helpers are 

putting in long hours to keep forward momentum 

going. Please keep these folks in prayer as they 

navigate this exceptional time in our history. 

Essential tasks are still happening inside the building: 

+Bookkeeping and bill-paying 

+Donation counting and bank deposits 

+Meal prep and delivery for Puyallup’s homeless 

+Building maintenance and upkeep 

Other vital tasks are done from volunteers’ homes 

through Zoom meetings and emails: 

+Search & Call process; planning the interim time 

+Pastoral care and check-ins 

+Discerning the place of Church during civil unrest 

+Outreach & partnering with community agencies 

+Worship service planning 

+Communications (news mailings, e-news, posts) 

+Children’s ministry lessons 

+Supplies inventory and purchasing 

And much more! God has blessed us with strong lead-

ers, devoted staff, creative thinkers, hard workers — 

perhaps we were born for just such a time as this! 

September 17, 2020 

No onsite worship, all weeks.   ++ denotes mailed checks deposited. 

2020 FCC PUYALLUP WEEKLY GIVING: 

 Giving options 

FCC’s  

liturgical calendar 

 FCC at work 
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Grace, mercy and peace to all of you on this Sabbath Sunday.  A special word of greeting to my friend and former 

student, Gretchen Mertes.  You were, I believe, always Gretchen Schmidt to me. 

Well, here we are, folks.  It’s just another day in September, 

2020, but it’s day, like, one zillion in a global pandemic which 

we did not see coming, a pandemic which has resulted in a 

lockdown that has so many changes and so much isolation.  

And we really have not been very happy with all this.  I say I 

hate this, a lot.  (Well, except for my introvert friends, who tell 

me they’ve sort of been waiting for isolation like this their whole 

lives.) In any case, for every one of us, for all of us, almost 

everything has changed.  Almost everything is different.  We 

have lost a daily routine with which we were comfortable and 

for the most part we have lost a regular everyday life that we 

really enjoyed and even kind of loved.  I myself am retired.  I’m 

doing OK, but I can’t see my friends.  I can barely see my 

nearby family members.  And, in my retirement village, it’s like 

I’m 15 years old again.  I have a 7:00pm curfew every night.  

And I could probably use a haircut. 

This lockdown means we’re hurting—hurting because we are grieving.  We continue to have sorrow for our loss of our 

former way of life.  All over my small Idaho town there are mental health signs all over yards and walkways— “You’re 

Not Alone,” “You Can Do This,” “This WILL pass,” etc.  Meanwhile, reports say that rates of depression among the 

American populace have doubled.  Doctor’s prescriptions for anxiety medications are, reports the Christian Century 

magazine—they are sky-rocketing.  So we can’t help but ask:  what’s going to happen to me?  And what’s going to 

happen to those I love, my family and friends? How about this country I love, the world? And as people who call 

themselves Christians, we also ask: what, in heaven’s name, does God have in mind by having us go through this 

troubling time.  Isn’t God supposed to take care of us, be on our side? How should we responding to all of this?  

First of all, I suggest to you this morning that our first response must be to look at ourselves in the mirror.  (You got time; 

you don’t have anything else to do.) The truth is, if we look carefully, we can see that we have already been living in 

a pandemic.  We’ve always been in a lockdown.  Let me say that another way: long before the year 2020, we were 

very much already infected by a virus (and I should mention that this virus—for the record—is always deadly).  This is 

the famous virus of selfishness and ego.  What the holy scriptures call sin.  As a result, we have always and already 

been locked down in guilt and shame from the consequences of our evil selves.  We have always been afraid to live 

our lives to the full and to go out boldly into our world, which is of course precisely how we are living especially 

intensely right now.  This COVID-19 thing is really not that new. 

So this is, I suggest, the first of two reminders that we are being taught again these days.  Pandemic? Been there, 

done that.  How about this:  we have met the pandemic, and it is us.  Our own selfishness has always been a 

restricting and disabling and hurtful disease in our lives, long before we ever heard of COVID-19.  And we’re also very 

good at passing this virus disease on to others—to those we folks we don’t particularly like, even to those we love.  

(You know, you always hurt the ones you love.) Face it, as people who are still trying to run from God, we personally 

have already been be a virus and a plague to ourselves and to the people and the world around us.  This is lockdown 

reminder #1. 

The second response to this crisis, the second reminder, is that we need to look completely away from ourselves and 

look instead to the gift to us that is Jesus.  For doing this reveals the big and wonderful secret of being a follower of the 

one who Himself went through hell and suffered and died for us.  It’s the struggles, it’s the pain, it’s the hard times like 

now that actually offer to change us and make us stronger, more loving like nothing else can.  In the face of this 

lockdown, we who follow Jesus have a chance to be different, and better, after painful times like this.  Here’s the 

secret in spiritual words: Good Friday times can lead to Easter times just like they did for Jesus.   

 Sunday Worship Notes 
 LOCKDOWN LESSONS  |  Rev. Tom Wolbrecht 

Exodus 14:19-31 ; Romans 14:1-12; Matthew 18:21-35  
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Only through our own pain and struggle do we finally receive what only the Holy Spirit can give us.  We finally get 

love for ourselves in this time and a love for other people in their pain and struggles.  We get eyes to see and ears 

to hear.  And then we can actually love another person, and, yes, we can finally be loved by another person.  We 

start to see clearly the reality, the problems in our own lives, and we are able to finally start to hear the reality, the 

problems of those around us.  Our lives become this wonderful dance of hurt, hurt but also happy--a dance of 

hard times like now but then also truly joyful times now and to come.  They go together.  Because we go through 

times like this with Jesus, we can be better in the days to come.   

This is the real, down-to-earth Christian life.  We learn to endure just about anything.  We find out that we do learn 

more sometimes from losing than from winning.  The grief we have here these days, to quote my old Peanut’s 

friend, Charlie Brown—this grief becomes Good Grief.  Theologian Barbara Brown Taylor puts it like this: “It seems 

quite possible that the grace I need will come to me only in the hard times.”  The Friday of Jesus’ terrible death on 

a cross turns out to be Good Friday.  As that other great theologian Garth Brooks likes to put it: “I could have 

missed the pain, but I’d have had to miss the dance.” This is the second and ultimate Lockdown reminder that I 

have for you, for us.  Jesus began this amazing life that we now have when He danced on His own grave that first 

Easter morning.  And it continues on now in our lives centuries later when we learn to dance in both the hard times 

as well in the better times to come.  That’s the dance folks.  And, trust me, you don’t want to miss the dance. 

May God grant this to us all.  Amen. 

Rev. Tom Wolbrecht, Moscow, Idaho  

September 13, 2020 

 Worship Notes (cont.) 

 How was you summer stay-cation? 

We’ve collected your 2020 photographs for Palm Sunday greens, 

for Good Friday Stay-tions of the Cross, for Easter cross-flowering 

alternatives, for a farewell parade, for Pentecost Sunday red-

wearing, and for stay-home communion… and you can see all of 

those photo albums on the FCC Puyallup website!  Now, we want to 

have a little show and tell time sharing pictures of your summer 

stay-cation! 

Did you nurture a tomato plant or grow dahlias?  Mask up and go for 

a walk in your neighborhood?  Have an across the parking lot lunch 

with a friend?  Get a new pet?  Bake bread for the first time?  Sew 

something amazing?  Do some woodworking?  Zoom with your 

grandma or Facetime with a sibling?  How did you spend this 

summer like we’ve never experienced before? 

Email your #Summer2020 photos to webmaster@fccpuyallup.com 

or text them to your elder’s smartphone and we’ll compile a photo 

album on our website as well as sharing them in this snail mailing.  

We can’t wait to see how you made the most of this crazy summer! 
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For those of you who do not know me, my name is Karrie Cheek.  I have been a member of FCC Puyallup since 

1975.  I was in 2nd Grade when my family first started attending here.  So, I have literally grown up in this church!  

I have recently been asked to organize the Evening Prayers (EP) ministry, and I’m excited to tell you more about 

EP!  My hope is that you will be inspired to participate in this meaningful time. 

Just like you, I MISS seeing everyone in person!  I miss hugs and smiles and homemade treats at coffee hour.  I miss 

singing and worshiping together.  But we must remain apart so we ALL can come together again later. 

Yet, two times a week (Tuesday and Thursday evenings at 8 pm) we CAN see each other’s faces and smiles!  We 

CAN pray and share and worship together!  It just takes a computer, laptop, tablet, iPad/tablet, or smart phone, 

and with a click of a mouse, your FCC Puyallup family can be a part of your week again!   

But what if you don’t have any of these things?  That’s ok because you can join a Zoom call with a regular phone! 

I know some of you have expressed reluctance in participating because of a belief that the internet is not secure.  

I understand.  It really can be kind of daunting.  But I encourage you to give it a try.  You don’t have to sign up for 

a Zoom account, you can simply go to their website and click on “JOIN A MEETING.”  You’re not entering any 

personal information into the computer. 

www.zoom.com – This is the Zoom website.  This is what it will look like: 

You can click on JOIN A MEETING up near the top right-center 

The next screen will look like this. Enter the Meeting ID (for Evening Prayers it’s 92157439193) & click Join. 

  I did it… so can you! By Karrie Cheek, Evening Prayers Coordinator 
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Once you hit “Join,” select “Join with video” and you’ll get a screen that looks similar to this:  

If you use a tablet or 

smart phone you 

won’t see everyone 

on one screen; simply swipe 

left or right on your screen to 

move forward or backward. 

To connect by audio 

with any phone, dial 

253-215-8782. You’ll 

be prompted to enter the 

meeting ID (9 or 10 digit code 

given to you by the host). 

OK, so you signed on! 

Now what? 

I would LOVE to see more of us participate in the Evening Prayers ministry.  I can’t tell you how much seeing 

familiar faces has helped me get through these strange times.  No, it’s not the same as seeing someone face to 

face, but it’s all we have right now.  Let’s embrace it! 

We have been using the same general format since Evening Prayers started back in March, but I’d like to see us 

welcoming other formats.  Let’s be creative together and think outside of the box. 

My hope is to get more volunteers to lead a night of EP!  When I first 

volunteered to lead, I wanted to include music because that is a part of 

worship that I dearly love.  It took some work, but I learned the basics of 

PowerPoint and have been able to share music and videos!  But don’t worry, 

that is NOT a requirement!  

Leading Evening Prayers can simply be reading a favorite devotional.  It can 

be sharing your favorite poem, or even favorite picture that reminds you of a 

touching story.  Evening Prayers can indeed be a PowerPoint or Google Slides 

presentation.  It can be a simple responsive reading, your favorite Bible verse, 

a verse from this week’s Lectionary.  My point is, don’t think you have to be an 

expert computer user in order to lead Evening Prayers, because you don’t!   

If you are interested in learning more about PowerPoint / Google Slides, you 

can call, text, or email me or Robin and we would be happy to assist you and 

show you the ropes! 

I encourage you to log on, “JOIN A MEETING” and check out Evening Prayers!  

I think you’ll be happy you did!   

I send my love to each and every one of you  and pray that you are safe and healthy!  

Love,  Karrie  

The three main controls on the screen you will use are: 

 

1:  Mute/Unmute:  allows you to be heard (unmute). 

2:  Start video:  allows you to be seen! 

3:  Gallery View: allows you to see everyone!   
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First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ) 

623 - 9th Avenue SW 

P.O. Box 516 

Puyallup, WA 98371 

253.845.6232 

Return Service Requested 

visit us at www.FCCPuyallup.com

Learning Circle Adult Forum:  9:30 am  Sundays (Zoom) 
The adult Learning Circle meets on Zoom during FCC Puyallup’s 

Stay-Home period.  The group is using a DVD series, First Light - 

Jesus and the Kingdom of God  – drop-ins welcome! 

https://zoom.us/j/93162782080  |  Mtg. ID: 931 6278 2080  

Curated Online Worship:  Sundays starting 7 am  

(www.fccpuyallup.com/sermons) 

First Christian Church of Puyallup’s online interactive worship 

services consist of videos, scripture, prayer, and music, all 

brought to life by lay volunteers, elders, and guest preachers. 

Services are available starting at 7 am on Sundays and remain 

on the site for convenient worshiping at any time. 

 Through the week at First Christian Puyallup 

Morning Prayers:  9:15 am  Mon-Wed-Fri 

Start the day centered in prayer, poem, and scripture on 

Facebook Live.  Morning Prayer recordings are also 

available any time on the FCC Facebook page:  

facebook.com/FCCPuyallup, or the FCC website:  

www.fccpuyallup.com/morning-prayers 

Now encouraging volunteers—take a turn, with support! 

Evening Prayers:  8 pm  Tues & Thurs (Zoom) 

Reflect on the day with scripture and prayer.  Check in 

with friends, consider gratitude, acknowledge concerns.   

This time of prayer and fellowship is led by volunteers. 

Take a turn? 

https://zoom.us/j/92157439193 | Mtg. ID: 921 5743 9193 

 Worshiping in times of pandemic 

FCC Puyallup continues to gather to worship God—despite its building being 

closed. Since our pastor’s last day May 17th we’ve welcomed 17 guest preachers.   

Three of those have been straight out of our congregation.  Four were from out of 

state (Oregon, Colorado, Ohio, Kentucky). We’ve fostered the Disciples of Christ 

core values of ecumenism and Christian unity by welcoming four pastors from 

other denominations (Presbyterian, Lutheran).  All have brought fresh outlooks on 

scripture; all have worshiped the same God we always have.  What a wonderful 

opportunity for growth and faith formation as we hear a wide range of voices. 

Our congregation has always banded together in strong worship of our God, and 

this period in time is no different.  By tuning in at the FCC website, writing liturgy, 

leading prayers, experiencing communion, sharing photos, and reading scripture, 

we are still in worship, we are still together, as we always have been.  Amen! 

Let us worship:  fccpuyallup.com/sermons 


