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FIND YOUR SPOT! Fair Parking Ministry Needs You
Prep the
Grounds

Parkers
keep an
eye on
open
spaces.

Sign up
for a
3-hour
shift

Wednesday,
Sept. 9th
9 am to
12:30 pm
(setup)
or 4-7 pm
(striping)

Flaggers
bring in the
cars with
energy,
enthusiasm,
and
cuteness!

“I’ve
got two
spaces
on the
grass!”

Cashiers
make
change
with a
smile!

Reconciliation Ministry Focus
Sacred Hoop seeks to minister with Native Americans
Oklahoma is a natural place for the seeds of a Disciples
Native American movement to sprout. Phillips Theological
Seminary in Tulsa has intentionally recruited self-identified
Native American ministers and offered classes touching on
Native American spirituality for a number of years.* One
graduate is Rev. Bill Running Wolf Davis.
During his time at Phillips Davis was introduced to Rev. Dr.
Bill Blue Eagle McCutchen through McCutchen’s wife Marty.
From this friendship a partnership grew into Sacred Hoop
Native American Ministries, a congregation meeting and
serving from a base at East Side Christian Church in Tulsa.
Davis leads services and the online presence while
McCutchen leads the Wellbriety program.
Native American communities have long been marginalized
with all the social challenges that come with persistent
poverty and lack of opportunity. Disciples as a whole have
been largely absent from addressing these issues.
There is hope this will change. Sacred Hoop was founded in October 2013 and consists of Native Americans of Choctaw,
Cherokee, Chickasaw and non-native heritage. They practice Prayer Circle worship, support homeless veterans and Wellbriety
at the Rose Rock Recovery Center for Native American women in Vinita.

In the Native American cultural context, worship involves people sitting in the sacred hoop – a circle - so that everyone can
acknowledge the presence of the others. It is also significant that worshippers are facing the center of the circle knowing that
Yihowa (God) is at the center of all things.
“The sacred hoop also affirms that we are all welcome and equally important in the web of life, interconnected with each other
and to our Creator,” says Davis. “We share in songs, hymns, communion, teaching time and more, much the same as other
Disciples. Being of good service to God and others is the foundation of our cultural and spiritual values, beliefs and practices.”
Their Wellbriety program is from the White Bison movement that incorporates the Medicine Wheel, which assists individuals to
understand their identity and grow spiritually in a healthy way.
Sacred Hoop is working to form a Native American Disciples Affinity Group and has recruited
another Native American Disciples minister, Rev. Linda Two Hawk Feathers James, to
establish a house church in the Oklahoma City area.
For more information about Sacred Hoop NAM (DOC), visit their web site at
www.sacredhoopnam.org and Facebook page at: Sacred Hoop Native American
Ministry. You can contact Sacred Hoop NAM through e-mail at
sacredhooprw@gmail.com or by mail at P.O. Box 456 Pryor, OK 74362.

*Phillips Theological Seminary continues to recruit Native American students
and provide automatic tuition scholarships of 60 to 80 percent. According to
Josh Linton, director of recruitment, the school stays deeply connected to the
Native American community staying in conversation with our Native American
alums and partnering to produce events like Winter Talk that bring the
conversation around Native peoples, Christianity and theological education
into clearer focus. Dean Nancy Pittman said there is an effort to make space
in all classes for Native American students to speak their own truths.

PAGE 2

NBA collaborates with St. Louis-area clergy on racial justice
Following the fatal shooting of Michael Brown on August 9, 2014, several Disciple clergy and laypersons joined many others in
community responses for justice in Ferguson and beyond. The National Benevolent Association in cooperation with
Reconciliation Ministry, the Office of the General Minister and President, Week of Compassion, and Higher Education and
Leadership Ministries hopes to support these local Disciples efforts for justice and racial reconciliation by promoting and
facilitating conversation, gathering, advocacy and healing.
A Disciples Summit on Racial Justice on Sept. 19th aims to bring St. Louis-area congregations together to dialogue on issues of
racial justice and to equip congregations theologically and emotionally to enter, and sustain, this difficult work.
To help facilitate these efforts, the NBA is contracting with Rev. Dietra Wise Baker, who will serve in a temporary position to
coordinate the local organizing of the St. Louis-Area Disciples Summit on Racial Justice. Baker will manage event
communications and logistics, working closely with Rev. Jacque Foster, pastor of Compton Heights Christian Church and cohost of the event.
Baker serves as chaplain and program development manager for Episcopal City Mission; adjunct professor at her alma mater,
Eden Theological Seminary; and pastor and planter of Liberation Christian Church in St. Louis. Responding quickly to the Brown
shooting, in August 2014 Baker became the clergy caucus co-leader of the Gamaliel Networks’ Metropolitan Congregations
United, an organization that resourced clergy and congregations in the early stages of the community responses that emerged
following Brown’s death in Ferguson.
“We have to come face to face with the fact that racial injustice is everywhere—in our churches, schools, police departments,
and local courts,” says Baker. “We are calling St. Louis-area Disciples to decide how we will work together and be known for
mission and ministry around racial justice issues. Right now we are known for our hearts—it’s time to be known for our hands.”
“My prayer is that Disciples will come together as we have not come together before—to hear and support each other and to
enter into a new depth of ministry to build an anti-racist community,” says Foster. “In this last year, God has moved us to a new
place. I believe this is a moment of critical opportunity for us.”
To learn more about racial justice initiatives in the St. Louis region and/or to participate in the upcoming St. Louis-Area Disciples
Summit on Racial Justice on September 19, please contact STLsummit@nbacares.org.

Want to learn more? Check out
Ferguson & Faith by Leah Gunning Francis
Published by Chalice Press with the Forum for Theological
Exploration, Ferguson & Faith offers readers the stories of
faith leaders and activists coming together in response to
issues of racial justice. Her writing opens opportunities for
conversations about the role of the church in our society.
Perfect for individual use, small groups or book club
discussions, a link to purchase the book on Amazon may be
found on FCC’s website, www.fccpuyallup.com.
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...called by God to live as a blessing...
WWW.FCCPUYALLUP.COM
PAGE 3

FCC FAITH
FORMATION

The series
continues:

Sept. 30, 2015 - 6:30
The Church in
Pioneer Puyallup
Historian Andy Anderson of the Puyallup Historical Society will take us on
a visual journey of the religious organizations and buildings of Puyallup’s
pioneer era. Complete with images of early churches and information on
the development of congregations, he will use the Historical Society's
collections to help tell the story of the emerging Puyallup community.

 October 14, 2015 - 6:30 pm
Remembering Camp
Harmony
Elsie Taniguchi and Cho
Shimizu share memories and
family stories of growing up
as Japanese-American
detainees at the Puyallup
Fairgrounds during World
War II – a wartime
experience just minutes from
FCC’s door.
RSVPs requested to help
with headcount.
The speakers series thus far
has offered a broad array of
enlightening subjects.
To suggest topic ideas or
potential speakers in your
network who might be
interested in participating,
please speak with
Faith Formation Chair
Gretchen Mertes.

Invite a friend and plan to attend the fourth installment in FCC’s Faith
Formation Speakers Series.

First Christian Church of Puyallup at the Meridian Street site now occupied by City Hall.
A large tent was erected next to the church building and a banner crossing the muddy main
drag shouts “Hear Olson and his singers tonight.” A long-dressed woman and a child stroll
by while a man navigates a horse-drawn wagon through the rutted dirt road.

“That's what I
consider true
generosity: You give
your all, and yet you
always feel as if it
costs you nothing.”
—Simone de Beauvoir
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A free-will offering will be taken to benefit the
Puyallup Historical Society’s Meeker Mansion painting fund.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE:
leading the congregation to deeper prayer
The tradition of members of the congregation leading the church in prayer by writing and
offering the Prayers of the People stems from the belief that our worship is richer when it
is participatory. Each person who leads the prayer brings their own voice, providing a
broader understanding of our relationship to one another as the body of Christ.
The building blocks of the prayer are simple. Take a look, and if you’re ready to give
writing the prayer a try or have questions, contact our Worship Chair, Robin Crabb or
Pastor Nancy.

FCC Guiding Vision
First Christian Church of
Puyallup is a gathering of
diverse individuals called by God
to live as a blessing in our own
neighborhoods and in the world.

opening words direct the congregation’s attention to God.
focus • why we pray • with faith and confidence

We dream of being a faithful
community of God’s people
whose spiritual practices of
worship, prayer, study, and
ministry nurture those who are
seeking to live in the way of
Jesus.

prayers for the church, its witness, mission, leaders
global • denominational • local

Believing that every
follower of Christ is gifted by
God, we dream of being a
family in which each person
discovers their gifts and is
supported in sharing those
gifts with the world.

prayers for government officials and elected leaders
global • national • local • wisdom • justice

prayer concerns for the world

We experience God’s
welcome in our celebration at
the communion table and dream
of being a reflection of that
welcome in our acts of
acceptance, forgiveness,
generosity, justice and
peacemaking.

in the news • conflict • tragedy • hope • injustice • creation

personal concerns for individuals, open to the congregation
grieving • sick • joyful • thankful

Read the entire Ministry Plan
which outlines the hoped-for
future of the congregation:
www.fccpuyallup.com/
guiding-vision

closing leads congregation to pray the Lord’s Prayer.
hope • faith • thanksgiving
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Northwest
Regional News
and Events:

Eracism Training with Rev. April
Johnson and Rev. David Bell,
presenters - Saturday, Sep. 12, 9:303:30 at University Christian Church,
Seattle.

September
12

Eracism Training
9:30-3:30
University Christian
Church, Seattle
Rev. April Johnson
Minister of Reconciliation
Christian Church (DoC)

October
5-7

Turner Memorial
Lectures
Englewood Christian
Church, Yakima

Rev. David Bell
Mission Director
Yakama Mission

Jointly sponsored by the Northwest
Region and University Christian
Church, this workshop will explore
systemic and individual racism and
how we can begin to address it in our
own context. Cost will be $10 per
person or $25 per congregation with a
group of three or more. Lunch will be
provided.

November
13-14

Common Table
Retreat
Lazy F Camp & Retreat
Center, Ellensburg

Cost
Adults (age 18+): $75
Teens (age 13-17): $50
Youth (age 6-12): $30
Children (age infant-5): Free
Family Group of 2 Adults with
one or more children: $130
Child care is available.
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November 13-14, 2015
The Lazy F Camp and Retreat Center
Ellensburg
We will begin with dinner on Friday evening and conclude Saturday afternoon at 3pm.
Celebrating the many ways we as region and congregations have been addressing our
regional focus area, "Building True Community," we will also be asking "What's Next?" for
the region as we continue to live into our Mission and Vision Plan. For more information
visit the NWRCC website, www.disciplesnw.org.

Members of the Regional Board, Mission Council and all Ministry Teams are urged
to attend. All members of the region are invited and encouraged to attend!

From Our Regional Minister Sandy Messick
Spirit Sightings: Learning to Listen Again

Serving the
church:

Some of you have heard my story of the White Crown Sparrow and how it moved into
my neighborhood. For those who haven’t heard it, maybe I will share it in this column
someday soon. Today, I have the counterpart to the sparrow story. Let’s call it “The
Forgotten Ferry.”

Sign up on the
narthex bulletin board
to help with

As we moved into our house in Spokane we started noticing, as always happens,
some of the things we never noticed when we were looking at buying the house.
Things like how small the backyard is, and how there isn’t a linen closet (how did I not
notice that?), and that we can hear a train rumble past several times a day.
Sometimes, but not always, the train blows its whistle. I haven’t figured out why it
doesn’t always announce its presence, but there you go. One of our neighbors
complained that the noise of the train bothers her, but I have to say I find it comforting,
even the whistle, even in the middle of the night. As Tom and I were listening to the
train rumble by the other evening, we commented that pretty soon we likely would
stop noticing it. Then Tom said, “Just like we stopped noticing the Mukilteo Ferry horn
we could hear from our old house.” I had forgotten that! I had forgotten that we had
ever been able to hear the ferry horn. Somewhere along the way I had stopped
listening.



Writing & leading Prayers
of the People



Making coffee & cleanup
(snacks optional)



Preparing communion by
intinction & cleanup



Serving communion by
intinction

Speak to Indoor
Property Chair Robin
Crabb to help with

It makes me wonder what else I have stopped listening for, or stopped seeing,
because it has just become so much noise, or because I’m too busy doing something
else. Perhaps the person on the side of the road with the cardboard sign who’s
always there. Or perhaps it’s not always the same person. Maybe it’s different
people. Maybe I just haven’t noticed. Or the person in the pew who pauses a bit too
long when I ask, “How are you today?” And I don’t follow up, because I’m already on
to the next person and I didn’t notice. Or the wars in our world, that have kept going
on but no longer make the front page news, so I forget to check. I’ve stopped
noticing.
And it’s not just the painful things, but the beautiful things as well. How many of those
have I missed? A perfect sunset. Rain falling softly on the earth. The smile of a
stranger during a morning run. The gift of a day filled with meaningful work and
meaningful play.



Paint parties! Love to
paint or slap on a fresh
coat? Most of the church’s
classrooms need to be
freshened up with a new
coat of paint… who’s in?



FCC’s carpets need to be
shampooed using the
church’s wonderful
extractor. Who wants a
turn at a room or two?

God, give me fresh eyes to see and new ears to hear. Your creation calls out to be
noticed.
Grateful to be in ministry with you,
Sandy
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visit us at www.FCCPuyallup.com

Return Service Requested
_____________ 10am Jun-Sep
Sun Studies __ 9:45am Oct-May
_______________ off Jun-Sep

253.845.6232
www.fccpuyallup.com

First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ)
Pastor Nancy Gowler Johnson
623 - 9th Avenue SW
P.O. Box 516
Puyallup, WA 98371
253.845.6232

Worship ______ 11am Oct-May

FAIR PARKING: Supporting the ministry
 Help the behind the scenes setup.

 Sign up in the narthex for a choice

Shed cleaning, refrigerator stocking,
sign planting, flag hanging, and space
striping are just some of the things that
happen in preparation for the 17 days:
Wednesday, Sept. 9th
9 am to noon—setup
4 pm to done—striping spaces

of one—or many—shifts as a flagger,
cashier, or parker. New to the ministry?
No worries, there are many people
who’d love to provide support! Just
note that on the schedule or ask for
help. Shifts range from 8 am-8 pm;
sign up now or call the church office.
 Spread the word of the need for

 Lend a hand to clean up after the

GREEN
C HALICE CONGREGATIO N

Fair. This job goes quickly with a good
team! To help:
Monday, Sept. 28th from 9 to11 am

volunteer help, availability of reserved
($100) and daily parking spaces ($10
every day), and pray for the health and
safety of volunteers and Fairgoers.

Birthdays

Anniversaries

Life of the Church

4 ................................... Landon Valliere
6 ..................................... Connie Robey
9 ..................................... Leslie Dickson
10 ..................................... Jackson Rice
14 ................................... JoAnne Fowler
16 .................................. Robert Dickson
18 ................................... Keeler Duckett
18 ................................. David Patterson
21 .......................................... Ray Smith

10 ...................... JoAnne & Orval Fowler
15 ............................... Mary & Karl Raup
15 ............................... Katie & Tim Sutliff
18 .......................... Jeanne & Bob Crabb
19 ........................Karen & Jesse Stumpf
25 .....................Gladys & Richard Legas

Summer Worship .........Sundays - 10 am

SEPTEMBER

Remember Your Baptism
Sept. 10, 1995 ...................... John Grant
Sept. 13, 1964 .................. Ken Forslund
Sept. 20, 1959 ......................... Pat Todd

7 ............................................. Labor Day
9 ..............Fair Parking prep - 9 am-noon
Striping spaces - 4 pm to complete
11-27 .......... Fair Parking - 8:30 am-8 pm
21 ................. International Day of Peace
28 .................... Post-Fair cleanup - 9 am
Don’t forget! October 4th Worship moves to 11 am
Bob Crabb memorial lunch
reception to follow

