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Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ)

...called by God to live as a blessing...
FCC Celebrates:
FCC Guiding Vision
First Christian Church of
Puyallup is a gathering of diverse individuals called by God
to live as a blessing in our own
neighborhoods & in the world.
We dream of being a faithful
community of God’s people
whose spiritual practices of worship, prayer, study, & ministry
nurture those who are seeking
to live in the way of Jesus.
Believing that every
follower of Christ is gifted by
God, we dream of being a
family in which each person
discovers their gifts & is
supported in sharing those
gifts with the world.
We experience God’s
welcome in our celebration at
the communion table & dream
of being a reflection of that
welcome in our acts of acceptance, forgiveness, generosity,
justice & peacemaking.

bless dream share

The FCC Puyallup Guiding Vision (left),
which dares to dream along with God a big
and bold future for the little church in the
valley,
was
crafted
from
focused
conversations among the congregation.
When asked, “What does FCC look like as a
church in God’s big picture? What should the
future include? What must be shed and what
pearls are already in hand?”, key action
words in the Vision became bless, dream,
and share, not coincidentally core elements
in the teachings of Jesus.
As part of the process of “getting there,”
congregational leaders recently looked
closely at progress and problems, reviewed
lists of completed tasks, and planned for new
ones. As they did, the bright face of
accomplishment emerged over and over
again as something that simply could not be
ignored. As the congregation continues to
move forward on the journey of living out
God’s dream, an intentional celebration year
has also begun!
WHAT’S THE STORY?
As People on The Way, there is no set
pattern or road for each one to take. The
beauty of being gifted and guided by God’s
Spirit is that no two will share the same story.





So, in Worship and in writing, congregants
are encouraged to share their unique
narrative, and indeed, it is hoped that during
the celebration year, each person will tell at
least one page from their storybook. A few
minutes on life as God’s child, where Spirit in
action has been witnessed, or how the
ministry of Jesus is still at work are only a
few examples of a what a shared story might
sound like. Sign up in the narthex!
THE SHIRT ON YOUR BACK
What better way to
share who and what
FCC Puyallup are
than to wear the
message? Each FCC
participant will get a
free t-shirt with the
FCC Celebrates logo
to say, “This is my church!” Wear it proudly
as a bold testimony that God’s Church is
alive and well, and wants to be shared!
CELEBRATING CHURCH
109 years after the incorporation of FCC
Puyallup, there is so much to be festive
about. Ideas for ways to make the
celebration memorable are welcome. Speak
with any Councilmember to be a part of it!
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THINKING BIG: Youth Group/Future Shapers

PARKING
SHIFTS TO
CHOOSE
FROM
Wed., Sept. 3rd at 9 am,
and if needed, Thurs.,
Sept. 4th at 9 am:
Help set up for the 17-day
stint (striping spaces on
the grass, hanging flags,
setting up signage,
cleaning shed).
Sign up for as many
volunteer shifts as you
can; a signup sheet is in
the narthex. Each shift
needs 1 flagger, 1 cashier,
and 2-5 parkers (depends
on several factors).
Four daily shifts
Sept. 5th thru Sept. 21st:
8:00 am - 11:30 am
11:30 am - 2:30 pm
2:30 pm - 5:30 pm
5:30 pm - close
(typically 8 pm)

“When purchased in September 1958 (the 7th St. & 9th Ave. SW location), one of the
areas had a home being rented for $30 a month. This money was used to clear the area
of blackberries, and Randall Stroud cleared our insurance so the young people could park
cars on this new area. The first record of earnings from parking was not shown until 1966
when Hubert Lynch and Ken Leffler reported earnings of $1,272.22.”
[In 2014 this equates to $10,437.97, per dollartimes.com.]
History shows that children really are the
future. Around 1959, a group of young
churchgoers—and no doubt an energetic
youth ministries coordinator—had an idea
for a fundraiser: parking cars during the
Puyallup Fair. There are no known
records of how much was charged or
raised that first year, how many cars
were parked, or the number of
volunteers or shifts, only that an
enterprising group had a new idea.

GREEN TEAM AT WORK
This year, the new Green Team is keeping
Fair Parking cleaner by supplying a water
dispenser for volunteers instead of singleuse disposable water bottles.

Puyallup Fairgrounds, 1959

Fast forward to 2013 when dozens of
FCC volunteers worked 68 shifts
(204 hours) over 17 days. The
parking lot and grounds now hold up
to 330 cars, and income has
increased about six-fold over the first
known profits. What a fortuitous
outcome from the out-of-the-box
thinking of that long ago youth group.
In 2014, the youth group is slimmer, but a
dedicated congregation and friends of
FCC keep the fundraiser-turned-outreachministry strong and vital. Each year the
first ten percent of parking income is
given to the Outreach Team for
disbursement to worthy organizations and
ministries, local to global.

As an added thank you from the Green
Team, every person who works at least one
volunteer shift will receive a FCC
Celebrates reusable water bottle.
Sign up now to help park—all hands are
needed to for this long-lasting staple in the
life of FCC Puyallup!

MINISTRY FOCUS: The Hangout
FCC’s summer drop-in center, The Hangout, has finished its fifth season. Three afternoons a week, volunteers from First
Christian and many other local congregations and organizations join forces to provide homeless adults with shade, rest,
nourishment, and fellowship. In 39 sessions, June through August, a cumulative total of more than 1,462 guests
were welcomed to the safety and care of The Hangout. Thanks to Homeless Ministries coordinators,
Bonnie and Terry, and all of FCC’s loving volunteers for their hearts and ministry.
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CUTTING FOR STONE: September Book Club
“Marion and Shiva Stone are twin
brothers born of a secret union
between a beautiful Indian nun
and a brash British surgeon.
Orphaned by their mother’s death
and their father’s disappearance,
bound together by a preternatural
connection
and
a
shared
fascination with medicine, the
twins come of age as Ethiopia
hovers on the brink of revolution.
Moving from Addis Ababa to New
York City and back again, Cutting
for Stone is an unforgettable story
of love and betrayal, medicine
and ordinary miracles--and two brothers whose fates are forever intertwined.”
Join the Book Club at Kerry Yanasak’s home at 6 pm on Tuesday, September 2nd for
dinner and discussion on The Translator: A Tribesman’s Memoir of Darfur by Daoud Hari
Book picks are available at FCC’s website; start there and FCC gets a percent of every checkout.

BLESS

DRE AM

!

VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITY
CHECK LIST

PROPERTY

-Fair Parking volunteers
-Readerboard changers
-Flowerbed maintainers

HOSPITALITY
-Post-service snack hosts
-Fellowship events planners
-Communion servers
-Offering collectors

WORSHIP
-Sound operators
-Prayer leaders
-Song leaders

SHARE

...called by God to live as a blessing...
WWW.FCCPUYALLUP.COM
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RETREAT
KEYNOTE
SPEAKER
Our Servants Summit
keynote speaker will be
Gretchen Weller Mertes,
an ordained pastor in the
Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America and the
mission developer-pastor
at Luther’s Table in
Renton, part of a growing
movement nationwide to
find new ways of doing
and being church.
An accomplished
musician, she says,
“I love working on new
and exciting projects,
connecting people, and
making music with all
kinds of people. I love
when the church carpet
looks ratty and needs to be
replaced because it means
that people have been
doing things, and moving
around, and active!”

BOLD FAITH: Getting Out of the Boat, Together
Get Out of the Boat: A Servants Summit for FCC Puyallup, Oct. 18th, 9 am-5 pm
Wellspring Retreat Ctr., 54922 Kernahan Rd. E, Ashford, WA 98304, wellspringspa.com

We’ve all survived a storm or two. Most of
us are huddlers; we want to hide under a
blanket, stay warm and cozy, and watch the
storm from a very safe distance. And we
certainly don’t understand Peter’s response.
In the midst of a storm, with waves crashing
around him, surrounded by scared, nervous
friends, he boldly says, “Sir, if it is really you,
tell me to come over to you, walking on the
water.” Really, what was he thinking? Our
first response? Peter are you crazy? Stay in
the boat! Oh, to have his faith...

At a special Servants Summit and day
retreat on October 18th, friends and
members of FCC Puyallup will explore
Matthew 14:22-33—what are the reasons a
person chooses to stay in the boat and what
can be done if they start to sink? Together
participants will consider Peter’s example of
bold faith and examine some ways
to get out of the boat: through
prayer, keeping eyes on Jesus, and
taking a big step of faith. These
scriptures will be used to consider
the faith, giftedness, and unique
place of each person at FCC.

Rev. Gretchen Weller Mertes

COMING: Fall Schedule Change

The retreat will be held at the beautiful
Wellspring Retreat Center at the entrance to
Mt. Rainier. Activities will take place in the
cozy Tatoosh Lodge with a warm fireplace
to gather around. Weather permitting, the
day will close with worship in the woods.
Participants are encouraged to go the night
before and enjoy the beautiful grounds. To
reserve optional lodging for the night before,
visit www.wellspringspa.com.
Sign up to attend the servants summit in the
narthex, in the church office, by email at
faithformation@fccpuyallup.com, or with any
team member. A suggested donation for the
day, including breakfast and lunch, is $10
per person. Checks may be made payable
to FCC Puyallup and given to a team
member or put in the offering through
October 3rd (marked “Summit”).
Plan on attending this special event, all are
welcome! If you have any questions, please
feel free to ask a planning team member
(Gretchen Mertes, Connie Robey and Rick
Lewis.) Sign up soon as plans are now
being confirmed!

Blessing of the Animals

Beginning October 5th, FCC will call summer officially over. Another

On October 5th, the Feast Day of Saint Francis, the

season of Fair Parking will be complete, cooler weather will be on its

patron saint of animals and the environment, pets of all

way, days will grow shorter... and the FCC Puyallup Sunday

types will be welcomed to join the First Christian

schedule will change: Sunday Studies: 9:45 am

Worship service and receive a special blessing from

Worship Service: 11 am
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Pastor Doug. Look for more information soon.

ASSOCIATED MINISTRIES: Weaving Faith
By uniting people of faith, Associated Ministries strives to partner and engage local faith
communities in ministries, programs, and services that build stronger communities. Pierce
County congregations are invited to join Associated Ministries’ network in weaving together
common ministries into a tapestry of hope for communities.
AM is seeking interested people who will commit to a minimum of one year to be the
Ambassador between their congregation and Associated Ministries. This requires a time
commitment of about one hour per month, though Ambassadors are welcome to do more.
Benefits of having a member of your church be an Ambassador include:
 Access to resources to help your members as well as others in the community
 Training opportunities which can lead to personal and professional growth

3

WAYS AN AM
AMBASSADOR
CAN SERVE
SERVE

-Serve as the point of contact
for the congregation.
-Seek ways the congregation
can raise funds for programs &
services that assist the
community.
-Explore ways FCC missions
can benefit local community.

 Professional staff support and team-building opportunities
EDUCATE

For info on being an AM Ambassador,
contact FCC Outreach Chair JoAnne
Fowler, or AM Volunteer Coordinator Wendy
Morris, at 253-383-3056 ext. 117 or
wendym@associatedministries.org.

The FCC
Council at Work

“We, the Council of First Christian Church,
covenant to serve the congregation’s
vision as well as the members of the
congregation.
The Council intends to govern by
-Discerning & articulating the
congregation’s mission & vision of ministry,
-Setting goals & making strategic choices,
-Creating or overseeing the creation of
written policies to guide the congregation’s
ministry, and
-Overseeing the evaluation of the work of
ministry teams, staff & itself.”

Your church Council has been busy with our FCC
Celebrates: Bless  Dream  Share planning. This
year-long celebration of being God’s children in and
out of church has begun with the highlighting of
individual faith stories—either orally during Worship, in
writing in the bulletin and newsletter, or on the bulletin
board. All are welcome and encouraged to participate
in this celebration; share your story with us!
The Council has also been reviewing and revamping
our bylaws and the Council's structure, the job
descriptions and responsibilities of the various
ministry teams, and giving intentional consideration to
being more accessible to the congregation as well as
the community. We have had lengthy discussions on
keeping our vision and ministry plan in the forefront of
all of our activities.

-Educate your employees,
clients and members about
resources, needs and issues
in their community.
-Funnel information of AM’s
volunteer opportunities,
community events & services
to the congregation.
-Explore ways others can
use the gifts of time & talent
to serve to their communities
STRENGTHEN
-Strengthen and build relationships with community partners
and local communities.
-Identify and recruit members
to join in advocating for public
policies and social justice.
-Recruit members to volunteer
for programs and services.

We would love to have anyone visit our meetings at
any time.
Janet Worden, Council Congregant-at-Large

BLESS

DRE AM

SHARE

...called by God to live as a blessing...
WWW.FCCPUYALLUP.COM
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visit us at www.FCCPuyallup.com

Return Service Requested
_____________ 10am Jun-Sep
Sun Studies __ 9:45am Oct-May
_______________ off Jun-Sep

253.845.6232

First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ)
Pastor Nancy Gowler Johnson
623 - 9th Avenue SW
P.O. Box 516
Puyallup, WA 98371
253.845.6232

Worship ______ 11am Oct-May

Stretching... In a Good Way
SABBATICAL: ON THE HOMEFRONT
The word around FCC about interim Pastor
Dornhecker is, “He’s stretching us... in a good
way!” Pastor Doug is giving worshipers much to
consider, his humor is endearing, and his
pastoral care is personal and genuine. FCC is
blessed to have him in their family.

Morning sketch—Grunewald Guild

SABBATICAL: ON THE ROAD
www.fccpuyallup.com

GREEN
C HALICE CONGREGATIO N

Pastor Nancy’s sabbatical so far has been a
time of catching up on rest, small tasks around
home, a sketching trip to Grunewald Guild and
time with Greg and Ben in Leavenworth. She
has stretched, “in a good way,” her prayer life
using Centering and Contemplative Prayer. Next
up is time with family and art museums in and
around Chicago and St. Louis. Continue to keep
her in prayer for peaceful renewal.

Birthdays

Anniversaries

Life of the Church

4 ................................... Landon Valliere
6 ..................................... Connie Robey
9 ..................................... Leslie Dickson
10 ..................................... Jackson Rice
14 ................................... JoAnne Fowler
16 .................................. Robert Dickson
18 ................................... Keeler Duckett
18 ................................. David Patterson
21 .......................................... Ray Smith

10 ...................... JoAnne & Orval Fowler
15 ............................... Mary & Karl Raup
15 ............................... Katie & Tim Sutliff
18 .......................... Jeanne & Bob Crabb
19 ........................Karen & Jesse Stumpf
25 .....................Gladys & Richard Legas

Summer Worship .........Sundays - 10 am
Pastor Doug in office .... Tuesdays - 9 am

SEPTEMBER

Remember Your Baptism
Sept. 13, 1964 .................. Ken Forslund
Sept. 20, 1959 ......................... Pat Todd

1 ............................................. Labor Day
2 .................. Book Club at Kerry’s - 6 pm
3 ....................... Fair Parking prep - 9 am
4 .....Fair Parking prep (if needed) - 9 am
5-21 ................. Fair Parking - 8 am-8 pm
21 ................................Int’l Day of Peace
23 .............................Council reports due
30 ..................... Council meeting - 11 am

