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Giving options

Financial News
A REPORT FROM THE FCC PUYALLUP
COUNCIL & TRUSTEES
Changes in the life of the church

“The affairs of the corporation will be managed by
the Council augmented by the Trustees.”
–First Christian Church of Puyallup Bylaws
Greetings Friends,
First Christian Church of Puyallup was incorporated in
1905. Since then, the FCC Council and Trustees have
held the legal responsibility of managing the affairs of

SAFE ONLINE GIVING
Donate quickly and safely once or set up recurring gifts
to the fund of your choice at fccpuyallup.com/donate

EASY MOBILE GIVING APP
1. Install the GivePlus Church app from Google Play or
the App Store.
2. Search the app for First Christian Church of Puyallup
using zip code 98371.
3. Give (If you‘ve given on our website Donate page,
use your existing login.)

AUTO-PAY FROM YOUR BANK
Ask your bank to set up automatic payments to FCC.

the corporation. These groups take this obligation and

MAIL A CHECK TO OUR P.O. BOX

its implications very seriously. In addition to their part in

Make checks out to First Christian Church and mail to:
623 - 9th Ave SW | P.O. Box 516 | Puyallup, WA 98371

the oversight of the legal aspects of church life, the
Council also recognizes and works tirelessly in its role as
“keepers of the Guiding Vision,” always holding at the
forefront of their work the best health and future for
the church, its ministries, and its people.

AMAZON SMILE
Click the Amazon graphic at fccpuyallup.com/amazon
and Amazon will help to support FCC Puyallup.

2020 FCC PUYALLUP WEEKLY GIVING:

After much heartfelt
discussion, the FCC
Council, Trustees, and
Property Chairperson
have made the
decision to sell the
church’s parsonage,
the church-owned
residence that has been
made available to its
pastors as an in-kind
housing allowance.
Cont. on Page 2

No onsite worship, all weeks. ++ denotes mailed checks deposited.

Financial News (cont.)
Continued from Page 1
This decision was reached after much conversation, prayer, and due diligence in researching alternate funding
sources. At the most recent Council meeting the group reached a consensus that under current circumstances,
selling the parsonage is the best option for making it possible for FCC’s congregation to continue its mission and
purpose of being “called by God to live as a blessing in our own neighborhoods and in the world.”
The COVID-19 pandemic coupled with the need to hire an interim pastor to work with us in preparation for a settled
pastor have put us in a challenging and unparalleled position. We will spend our current operating funds by the end

of 2020 if we continue to “do church” as we are at this time. We are not able to pursue calling an interim minister
without additional funds.

Ben Johnson sitting outside his childhood home after it was painted, 2014

Congregational tithing, which is about half of FCC’s budgeted income, has been very good this year, but the other

half of budgeted revenue each year is achieved by parking cars on FCC grounds during the Washington State Fair.
The Fair has been canceled this year because of COVID-19, and the timeline for things moving into “the new normal”
is unknown. This leaves us with around a 50% shortfall of 2020 budgeted income and no customary September influx
into our funds to operate in the new year.
The Council and Trustees looked at three options for moving forward financially during this unique time. These options
were fully researched and discussed over the summer months.
They are:
1.

Renting the parsonage: It would most likely be easy to rent out. The estimated monthly income, after

expenses, would be $1500-1600 per month. The Council and Trustees acknowledge that this amount is not
enough to sustain us financially.
2.

Obtaining a loan: It is feasible for the church to get a loan. However, the terms, eligibility, and other details
are unknown without applying. Since we do not know how long this situation will go on, it is unclear how
much of a loan we would need to sustain us, and a long-term loan would generate the added expense of
paying it back with interest.

3.

Selling the parsonage: The housing market in Puyallup is very good right now. Two real estate firms have
given us estimates that confirm a healthy income is expected. With this option we will be able to move
forward through this uncertain time, hire an interim, and continue the Search and Call process.
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Finances (cont.)

DoC Anti-racism work

Continued from Page 2

“Reconciliation Ministry of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) was born out of the civil unrest
following the death of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. in
1968. His murder brought forth in the life of our
denomination the dis-ease of our living in two
separate societies – one which benefits one group of
people and one which systemically marginalizes the
poor and powerless. Beginning at the International
Convention of the Christian Churches (Disciples of
Christ) in 1968, the Disciples Church has persistently
pursued ways to address the sin of racism through
resolutions and direct action in our congregations,
Regions, General Ministries, and partnerships.”

The third option was not an easy decision to come to.
The parsonage has been a valuable asset for many
years. However, the opportune timing of its vacancy
and the need for working capital made it the option
with the clearest outcome and the most certainty.
By moving forward with the option of selling this asset
and investing the proceeds we can remain hopefully
assured that First Christian Church of Puyallup can
continue to live into our vision and mission as the
“Little Church in the Valley,” called by God to live as
a blessing in our own neighborhoods and in the
world, just like we have for 115 years.
Any questions you may have may be submitted to
the Council, Trustees, or Property Chair.
May God continue to bless First Christian Church of

Puyallup (Disciples of Christ).
Respectfully submitted,
First Christian Church of Puyallup Council, Trustees,
and Property Chairperson:
Mike Cheek (Trustee with Property Oversight;
Stewardship linking person to the Council)

Robin Crabb (Property Chairperson)
Bonnie Goddard (Trustee with Administrative
Oversight)
Kelli Kays (Mission linking person to the
Council)
Karrin Lewis (Elders Chair; Elders linking person
to the Council)
Connie Robey (Trustee with Financial

Oversight; Trustees linking person to the
Council)

—Reconciliation Ministries of the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
“All have a prophetic call to justice.
We must uphold the dignity of other humans, other
children of God, and this means we cannot, must not,
and will not sit on the sidelines and stay silent. The
definition of reconcile is ‘to restore friendly relations
between.’ Something is
happening in the world that is
not friendly. As minister of
reconciliation for
Reconciliation Ministry
(DoC), Rev. April Johnson
stated, ‘There needs to be a
heart and mind shift in order
to do this work.’
While Johnson is quick to celebrate the recent
awareness and acknowledgement of churches, she
said that justice ministries in the church setting are
the least financially supported. She also commented
on the church’s ability to develop leadership among all
people. Understanding that hearts and minds need
changing, she praised young activists that are leading
the education of the issues, doing something about it,
and being part of the movement. She finished by
saying “We all need to follow their lead.”

Barbara Stroud (Disciple Formation linking

The church is all about dignity and extending it to all.

person to the Council)

The table is set. All are welcome. All are worthy.
Now is the time to move into action.”

Katie Sutliff (Council Moderator)
September 1, 2020

—Jennifer Williams,
Disciples Peace Fellowship intern
Continued on Page 4
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visit us at www.FCCPuyallup.com

First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ)
623 - 9th Avenue SW
P.O. Box 516
Puyallup, WA 98371
253.845.6232

Return Service Requested

Through the week at First Christian Puyallup
Learning Circle Adult Forum: 9:30 am Sundays (Zoom)
The adult Learning Circle meets on Zoom during FCC Puyallup’s
Stay-Home period. The group is using a DVD series, First Light Jesus and the Kingdom of God – drop-ins welcome!
https://zoom.us/j/93162782080 | Mtg. ID: 931 6278 2080

Morning Prayers: 9:15 am Mon-Wed-Fri
Start the day centered in prayer, poem, and scripture on
Facebook Live. Morning Prayer recordings are also
available any time on the FCC Facebook page:
facebook.com/FCCPuyallup, or the FCC website:
www.fccpuyallup.com/morning-prayers
Now encouraging volunteers—take a turn, with support!

Curated Online Worship: Sundays starting 7 am
(www.fccpuyallup.com/sermons)
First Christian Church of Puyallup’s online interactive worship
services consist of videos, scripture, prayer, and music, all
brought to life by lay volunteers, elders, and guest preachers.
Services are available starting at 7 am on Sundays and remain
on the site for convenient worshiping at any time.

Anti-racism (cont.)

Evening Prayers: 8 pm Tues & Thurs (Zoom)
Reflect on the day with scripture and prayer. Check in
with friends, consider gratitude, acknowledge concerns.
This time of prayer and fellowship is led by volunteers.
Take a turn?
https://zoom.us/j/92157439193 | Mtg. ID: 921 5743 9193

ENOUGH IS ENOUGH: THE TWO WAY RACIAL HEALING PROJECT

FCC’s Speakers Series is taking on the critical justice conversation of racism.
On Sept. 10th Puyallup’s Davida Sharpe-Haygood, M.Ed., will pose questions around
breaking up the unhealthy relationship between white and black America:
What does it mean to be anti-black? What role does the church play in the
complacency of and encouraging racism? How do we heal as a community?
Davida will guide us in looking at the steps that need to be taken in the process of
healing from this abusive and deeply oppressive relationship between White
America and Black America, thus healing our society.
Davida has been active in Puyallup for several years, recently co-leading a
peaceful protest march, helping to create the Facebook group Puyallup United
Against Fear, and was recently given leadership of Puyallup for Black Lives Matters.
Sept. 10th at 6:30 on Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/94777910545 Meeting ID: 94777910545
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