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...CALLED BY GOD TO LIVE AS A BLESSING...

Chimes

FCC & The Fair—A Parking Lot Ministry
WASHINGTON STATE FAIR 2013: DO THE PUYALLUP! SEPTEMBER 6TH - 22ND
The name of the Western Washington State Fair, known
fondly by most people as simply the Puyallup Fair, was
recently officially changed to the Washington State Fair.
While some shrug their shoulders and dismiss the new
moniker, other locals are truly up in arms—why mess
with the small town feel of the Fair? While Gertrude
Stein or William Shakespeare might say, “A rose is a rose
is a rose,” or “What's in a name?”, another quote (often
incorrectly attributed to Abe Lincoln) wisely states, “You
can please some of the people all of the time and all of the
people some of the time, but you can't please all of the
people all of the time.” The impact of the name change
will vary from person to person.

How you can be a part of the ministry:
Attend the planning meeting Monday, August 5th - 7 pm.
Pray for the health and safety of volunteers and clientele.

At First Christian Church, located just an opportune block
away from the Fair’s southwest corner and the Red Gate,
it means what it has for 50 years: Fair Parking!

Help set up for the 17-day stint (striping spaces, hanging
flags, setting up signage, cleaning shed, serving lunch);
date and time to be determined.

Since the early 1960s when a youth group took on
parking cars for the Fair as a small fundraiser, FCC’s
parking lot ministry has grown into an important part of
the success of the congregation’s life and ministries.
Largely due to the generous volunteers who make the
immense undertaking of parking cars for 12+ hours a day,
17 days straight look easy, FCC Puyallup has been able to
maintain and grow every aspect of its life over the years.
To continue this trend, all hands are needed!

Sign up for as many volunteer shifts as possible during
the Fair! A signup sheet is in the narthex.
Each shift is made up of 1 flagger, 1 cashier, and 3
parkers (or 2-5, depending on volume)
Friday, September 6 through Sunday, September 22
 8:00 am - 11:30 am
 11:30 am - 2:30 pm
 2:30 pm - 5:30 pm
 5:30 pm - close (typically 8:15 pm; never past 9 pm)
visit us at www.FCCPuyallup.com

Gratitude and Greetings: Changing of the Guards
For more than a century, First Christian Church of Puyallup ministries have been blessed by strong, innovative, and
dedicated volunteer leadership. In 2013 the FCC Puyallup congregation continues to give thanks for laity who have
served in all aspects of church life, as well as for those who heed God’s call to step in to lend their gifts and best efforts
when a need arises. Please show your appreciation for the outgoing servants and the
regenerating volunteer force serving and leading at FCC.

Katie Peterson Sutliff
has served for many
years as Outreach
Chair to the FCC
Puyallup
congregation, and
in a myriad of other
capacities. For her
leadership by
example and the
many hats she
wears, FCC is
so grateful!

JoAnne Fowler
recently accepted
an invitation to fill
the newly-opened
Outreach Chair
position. An FCC
“super-volunteer,”
FCC looks
forward to what
JoAnne will
bring to the
ministry!

Eunice Squires, Barbara
Stroud, and Marydarlene
(MD) Cieszynski will
form the new Financial
Recording Team at FCC
Puyallup. Please give a
huge thank you to these
three servant leaders!

Karl Raup
has held the Financial
Recording Secretary position at FCC
Puyallup for over twenty years! His
selfless dedication to this position and
the other ways he serves the
congregation is an illustration of true
servanthood. FCC is indebted to him
for his years of loyal service.
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Living a vision: “...a vibrant learning community…”
WELCOMING GRETCHEN MERTES AS FCC’S FAITH FORMATION (CHRISTIAN ED) CHAIRPERSON
Our hoped for future: All individuals are proactively engaged in
a lifelong process of learning and growing as followers of Christ.
A desired outcome: We are a vibrant learning community.
—FCC Ministry Plan, Spirit-formed Living, Learning Community

I am a thinker. I love to think deeply, to dig further, and
peel away layers. Small talk is not for me, but deep
conversation, connecting heart and soul, and being trusted
with a person's story is like food for me. There is an
infamous quote, “be careful what you pray for...”
As I settled into this little church in the valley, I felt a
sense of “great fit” mixed with ever-swirling thoughts of
“how do I become more involved?” “How do I grow
more, do more, connect more?” From my busy brain to
God's ears…
This past week I committed to joining (and even leading)
the Faith Formation team at FCC Puyallup. When this
thought first entered my mind, I was hesitant—I didn't
clearly understand what Faith Formation was. I was
viewing it through the lens of the traditional “Sunday
School” model of my past; a Bible story, a craft, a small
group of wiggly children dressed in their Sunday best.
Learning limited to the hour on Sunday before settling on
the hard wooden pew to try to glean lessons from words
and traditions that seemed so lofty and rule driven.
Then God started to work. I recalled faith as I have
known it in both my happiest and darkest moments. I
thought about how I have encountered faith as a secure,
confident person, and have clung to faith in so many
moments of fear, doubt and insecurity. I thought too of
how I long to grow stronger in my walk, and crave a faith
that is active; that draws me closer to God, challenges me
to love as Jesus loved, and brings me closer to those
around me.
I thought of times in my life that I came closest to living
out that active faith. I have been blessed with so many
rich experiences, and relationships that sparked that
hunger, longing and action. In my reflecting, I realized it
was the relationships, the people, and the fellowship that
turned those experiences into encounters with Christ. It
was moments of discipling and being discipled.
So, my over thinking mind turned to research, reading and
exploring.... a Pinterest board filled with ideas and stories,
and a heart full of excitement and anticipation. One article
summarized my swirling thoughts so well:
The Chimes

“I wondered with
them how our life together would change
if we shifted our focus from a traditional
schooling model of
Christian Education to
a focus on the life-long
process of faith formation. What would we do differently
if, rather than teaching lessons, we devoted ourselves to
experiencing the awe, wonder and mystery of faith built
on relationships within our faith community and
beyond?” (From Christian Education to Faith Formation:
a Journey in Process, Cathy Hopkins)
Wow! What could this mean for FCC Puyallup? There is
so much to celebrate in the area of faith formation that is
already happening in our church… but now my heart is
longing to find ways to expeWe dream of being
rience that wonder of faith
a faithful community
built on the relationships in
of God’s people whose this congregation. I am
spiritual practices of
inspired to figure out how to
worship, prayer, study,
share the mystery of faith in
and ministry nurture
those who are seeking to the amazing relationships
live in the way of Jesus. built beyond the church’s
walls: Freezing Nights,
—FCC’s Guiding Vision
Lunch with a Friend, school
tutoring and backpack filling. And, I am in awe of the
answer to prayer; a prayer without clarity, born from
whirling thoughts and unspoken words.
“Yes Lord, send me.” I heard myself whisper words that I
never thought would come from me: “I think I do want to
try to lead the Faith Formation team at FCC Puyallup.”
I have no idea where this journey will lead, who will
accompany me, or even what path to take. I am fearful
that sometimes the road will be bumpy and unmarked,
and I will be tempted to turn back to the already familiar
terrain. He has listened though, and He is at work. In Him
I am confident that the sights will be amazing and the
experiences life changing. I have no doubt that Christ will
walk beside us, God will lead, and Spirit will envelop us.
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August Birthdays
4 ..............................................MD Cieszynski
7 ........................................... Roxane Neslund
8 .......................................... Scharlotte Porter
9 ................................................Louis Sannes
10 .......................................... Megan Stanhope
10 ................................................. Alorah Leale
11 ............................................... James Lepley
11 .............................................. Nancy Durrant
11 ............................................... Karen Stumpf
14 ................................................ Karrie Cheek
17 ............................................Oliver Patterson
22 .................................................. Mike Kupfer
27 ............................................ Elizabeth Jarvis
27 .............................................. Sean Forslund
27 .............................................. Kerry Yanasak
29 ................................................. Maurice Burr
30 .............................................. Jerry Forslund
30 .............................................Ashley Markum

Anniversaries
26 ............................... June & Steve Armstrong
27 ................................ Debbie & David Dimond

Remember Your Baptism
August 22, 1999 ................ Rosemarie Howard

The Book Club in August: Love Does

This book isn’t another Christian message or a self-help book. It’s about the need to have your paradigms about the
world shifted into truth. That’s exactly what you get in Love Does. Have you ever noticed that the real change in your
life—the growth that sticks and becomes a part of you—never happens with a program or the sheer grit of your best
efforts? It happens over time, like a glacier slowly carving valleys through the mountains.
In this book of compelling stories coupled with eye-opening truths, author Bob Goff shows you a new way to live, a way
that’s drenched with the whimsy of God’s love and the spontaneity of following where he leads when he says “Go!” In
this book, you learn what it looks like to be secretly incredible and advance God’s kingdom everywhere you are and
wherever you’re going.
For anyone who’s wanted to change the world but thought they needed money, a committee, and permission to get
started, Love Does shows what can happen when you decide to do instead of plan, act instead of strategize, and fiercely,
invisibly fight for the possibility God has gifted you to uniquely see. —www.bobgoff.com

Join the Club on Tuesday, August 13th at 7 pm at FCC Puyallup as they discuss Calico Joe by John Grisham.
Drop-ins welcome! | Book Club selections are always featured on the FCC Puyallup website Amazon page.
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06/30 General Fund ................................ $1931.00
Property Team donation ............. $ 40.00
07/07 General Fund ................................ $ 964.95
07/14 General Fund ................................ $1033.00
07/21 General Fund ................................ $ 856.00
Backpack Ministry ....................... $ 50.00
07/28 General Fund ................................ $1765.00
Backpack Ministry ....................... $ 50.00
*To meet 2013’s budgeted General Offering income,
weekly General Fund giving must average $1538.46.

I the Lord will
answer them...
BAND CONCERT BENEFITS BOTH
FCC & CHARITY: WATER
A packed house of music lovers attended
the spring concert performed by the
Puyallup Valley Community Band,
which rehearses in the First Christian
Church sanctuary each week. Each year, the band gifts the proceeds
of an offering collected at the concert, which is held by the band in
thanks for use of the space, to FCC Puyallup, who passes it along to
a worthy cause or organization. Past years’ benefactors have
included the Puyallup Food Bank, YMCA Friends & Servants, and
this year the proceeds of over $550 were sent to Charity: Water
(www.charitywater.org), an international charity providing safe
drinking water around the world. Charity: Water’s note of thanks to
FCC closed with a reference to Scripture from Isaiah 41:17-18:
The Chimes

When the poor and needy seek water,
and there is none,
and their tongue is parched with thirst,
I the Lord will answer them,
I the God of Israel will not forsake them.
I will open rivers on the bare heights,
and fountains in the midst of the valleys;
I will make the wilderness a pool of water,
and the dry land springs of water.
Page 5

visit us at www.FCCPuyallup.com

First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ)
Pastor Nancy Gowler Johnson
623 - 9th Ave. SW
P.O. Box 516
Puyallup, WA 98371
(253) 845-6232

Return Service Requested

life of the church in august
Summer Worship .............................. Sundays - 10 am
The Hangout Homeless Drop-in Ctr ... M, W, F - noon
Puyallup Community Band ................ Tuesdays 7 pm
Property Team ........................ Wednesdays - 9:30 am
Women’s Study (BRB) .............. Wednesdays - 10 am
Men’s Study......................................Thursdays - 7 pm
7/29-8/3...................Chi-Rho/CYF Camp at Gwinwood
4 ............Outdoor Worship Service & Potluck - 10 am
Wildwood Park, 1101 23rd Ave. SE, Shelter #9,
hot dogs & burgers provided
8/5-8/10.............................. Junior Camp at Gwinwood

5 .................... Fair Parking Planning Meeting - 7 pm
7 ........................... Faith Formation Gathering - 7 pm
Sparks Firehouse Deli, 621 5th St. SW
10 .................................... Lunch with a Friend - 10 am
Diaconate will host at FCC Puyallup
11 ................................. Diaconate Meeting - 11:30 am
13 ................................Book of the Month Club - 7 pm
18 ..........................FCC at Tacoma Rainiers - 1:30 pm
22 ................................................ Council Reports Due
29 ................................................ Newsletter Print/mail
29 ............................................ Council Meeting - 1 pm

RESERVE A FAIR
PARKING SPACE
JUST ONE
BLOCK AWAY!
Fair Lover? Fair Employee?

Reserve a spot for 17 days!
$100 is a 41% savings!
Call the church office
253-845-6232 from 9 am-1 pm
to reserve YOURS.
Page 6

