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Welcome, Derek!
INTRODUCING OUR NEWEST MEMBER
Derek Olsen
On Sunday, August 9, 2020, Derek Olsen was baptized
into new life in Christ and membership at FCC
Puyallup! Derek was born and raised in Federal Way,
WA and graduated from Thomas Jefferson High
School. He studied at the University of Oregon and the
University of Portland and has been a schoolteacher
for nine years. This fall, he will teach English and
Humanities at Federal
Way Public Academy,
a school that he also
once attended.
Derek’s hobbies include
creative writing,
musical composition,
and learning about
different cultures and
philosophies. His study
of world religions led
him to reclaim the faith of his ancestors, Christianity,
and to be baptized in the first church he ever
attended as a child: First Christian Church of Puyallup.
His family is concentrated in the Puyallup area, and
Derek says he is thrilled to be part of the church
community that his grandmother, Elnore Hall, has
belonged to for many decades.

Giving options
SAFE ONLINE GIVING
Donate quickly and safely once or set up recurring gifts
to the fund of your choice at fccpuyallup.com/donate

EASY MOBILE GIVING APP
1. Install the GivePlus Church app from Google Play or
the App Store.
2. Search the app for First Christian Church of Puyallup
using zip code 98371.
3. Give (If you‘ve given on our website Donate page,
use your existing login.)

AUTO-PAY FROM YOUR BANK
Ask your bank to set up automatic payments to FCC.

MAIL A CHECK TO OUR P.O. BOX
Make checks out to First Christian Church and mail to:
623 - 9th Ave SW | P.O. Box 516 | Puyallup, WA 98371

AMAZON SMILE
Click the Amazon graphic at fccpuyallup.com/amazon
and Amazon will help to support FCC Puyallup.

2020 FCC PUYALLUP WEEKLY GIVING:

Derek’s favorite Psalm is #139:
“Search me, God, and know my heart. Test me
and know my anxious thoughts. See if there is
any offensive way in me, and lead me in the
Way Everlasting.”
Welcome to our church, Derek! Congratulations!
No onsite worship, all weeks. ++ denotes mailed checks deposited.

Sunday Worship Notes

FOR THOSE IN PERIL
Matthew 14:22-33

ON THE

SEA | Rev. Nate Sutton

“Eternal Father, strong to save,
whose arm has bound the restless wave,
who bade the mighty ocean deep
its own appointed limits keep:
oh, hear us when we cry to thee
for those in peril on the sea.

O Savior, whose almighty word
the winds and waves submissive heard,
who walked upon the foaming deep,
and calm amid the storm didst sleep:
oh, hear us when we cry to thee
for those in peril on the sea.”
—William Whiting, “Eternal Father, Strong to Save,”
Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Assy. Edition, #756

This hymn has been associated with seafarers since
the end of the nineteenth century, and especially
with seafaring branches of the British and American
military. It’s been used on ships for ceremonial and
devotional purposes so regularly that it’s become
The Storm on the Sea of Galilee
known as “The Navy Hymn.” At the request of Winston
Rembrandt van Rijn, 1633, Oil on canvas
Churchill himself, it was sung as part of a service aboard
the Royal Navy battleship Prince of Wales on August 9, 1941, as the Prime Minister traveled to meet with
President Franklin Roosevelt to draft the Atlantic Charter.
William Whiting wrote “Eternal Father, Strong to Save” in 1860 after surviving a frightening storm at sea, an
experience that instilled in him the conviction that God is sovereign over the waters of the deep. Since
God sets the ocean’s boundaries and directs the wind and waves, according to the biblical witness,
Whiting’s verses affirm that God is capable of rescuing us from their dangers. What’s more, Christ exercises
this same power, crossing the sea on foot and stilling storms with a word. “Take heart, it is I,” he calls to his
terrified disciples through the gale in our Gospel from Matthew today. “It is I,” from the Greek ego eimi,
can also be translated “I am.” “Take heart, I am,” Jesus says, echoing the response God gives to Moses
when he asks for God’s proper name in the third chapter of Exodus. In this way, Jesus associates himself
with the Almighty, the God of all creation. And once he steps into the boat, the storm ceases. Astonished
and relieved, the disciples confess, “Truly you are the son of God.”
It’s a story to buttress the faith of all who place themselves at the mercy of the sea, so no wonder Whiting’s
hymn is sung aboard battleships. “Eternal Father, Strong to Save” is a poetic declaration that God, whom
we’ve come to know and trust in Christ, also watches over sailors as they navigate the natural and political
turbulence of international waters.
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For Those in Peril... (cont.)
If we’re tempted to take the promise of God’s rescue at sea too literally, however, we only have to
remember the heartrending images of little Alan Kurdi, the Syrian toddler who drowned and washed
ashore in Turkey as his family attempted to flee to Greece in 2015. The war and ensuing humanitarian
crisis in their homeland compelled the Kurdis to take an enormous risk, boarding an overcrowded and
unreliable vessel that was quickly overwhelmed by the sea. Alan died along with his older brother,
Ghalib, and his mother, Rihanna.
In light of this tragedy, I have to ask: Was the Eternal Father not strong to save them? Of all those in peril
on the sea, are refugees like the Kurdi family not the most in need of God’s care?
As usual, my skepticism puts me in the same boat as the disciples, and specifically Peter. Although we
may admire Peter for heeding Jesus’ call to step out onto the waves, we shouldn’t forget that that call
comes in response to Peter’s demand that Jesus prove himself. He’s already reassured the disciples,
“Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” But, Peter doesn’t take Jesus at his word, so he puts the Lord to the
test: “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.”
The test, however, is destined to fail because it is administered on Peter’s terms and according to Peter’s
shaky faith. Peter has an idea of how the Lord ought to act in a storm, but he trusts the storm to drown
him more than he trusts Jesus to uphold him. Peter is distracted and distraught, so he loses his focus on
Jesus’ quiet presence with him in the chaos.
Truthfully, I’m also distracted and distraught in the face of so many storms throughout the world – those
that have been raging for years and those that have begun brewing more recently – especially in light
of the disproportionate impact they have on people like Alan, Ghalib, and Rihanna Kurdi. So, there I
stand with Peter, sinking in the sea of my own suspicion that God is not, in fact, strong to save the least
of these. I have an idea about how God ought to act in uncertain times, but I trust pride and apathy
and violence to overwhelm the world more than I trust God to redeem it. So, even when I step out onto
the waves in faith, I’m bound to lose my focus on the Lord’s quiet presence in the storm.
It’s a good thing the end of the story doesn’t depend on me. Like Peter, my understanding is
incomplete and my faith is lacking, but in the end our Gospel today is about God’s faithfulness. It’s
worth noting that the storm doesn’t stop until after Jesus has crossed the sea, called to the disciples,
rescued Peter, and boarded the boat. God does not promise to bring our storms to an immediate end,
even if that’s what we would prefer, but rather to traverse the waves, come to us when all appears to
be lost, reach out his hand, and step into the boat. If the Lord is Emmanuel, God-with-us, then we can
look for God to join us at the height of our storms, trusting that the one who tramples the waves is the
same one who hangs from the cross and endures all the injustice the world unleashes on the most
vulnerable among us.
Friends, the Lord enters even the worst circumstances in order to reach out to us and speak a word of
peace. And in response, in humble trust, we continue to cry to God for those in peril on the sea. But,
by Christ’s accompaniment, we are also emboldened to accompany them until God finally stills every
storm.
Rev. Nate Sutton, Peace Lutheran Church in Puyallup
August 9, 2020

3

Plans + Policies = Loving One Another
Since the beginning signs of a deadly virus arriving in Washington
State, FCC Puyallup leaders have quickly adapted existing policies and
implemented alternative methods for being Church. The FCC Elders
and Council, separately and together, have met frequently to discern
the best steps to take along the way. Constant monitoring of the
state’s Stay Home/Stay Healthy order and subsequent SafeStart
phases, Pierce County Health Department recommendations, Center
of Disease Control findings, and the advice of expert epidemiologists
have given FCC a solid footing for being sure best practices are in
place for all concerned.
At the most recent joint Council-Elders meeting, a team was formed
who would compile and recommend to the Council more specific policies for staying safe while moving
forward. The team will formulate policies and plans best suited to First Christian Church of Puyallup, its
grounds and facilities, and most importantly, its staff and congregants. The team is represented by members

of the Council, Elders, Outreach, Faith Formation, Property, and Worship, and all of its decisions will be
made with the goal of fulfilling Jesus’ commandment to his disciples, and to all of us, “Love one another as I
have loved you.”

Next up at Book Club

Now reading: Red Mountain by Boo Walker
Next date: September 15, 2020 at 6:30 pm on Zoom
https://zoom.us/j/92525652650 || Meeting ID: 925 2565 2650
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Prayer Partner Project
During a recent book study conversation, FCC Puyallup’s
Elders asked, “In light of our current situation, in what ways
is our congregation trying to overcome any barriers to
fellowship in ‘the household of God’?” One Elder
commented on Matthew 18:20 when Jesus said, “For
where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there
among them.” They talked about the online opportunities
FCC currently offers that gather two or more together, and
they also explored off-line opportunities that might do the
same.
The idea of a Prayer Partner Ministry was brought up to
foster connections and care for one another—perhaps
folks would like to partner with each other through prayer
via phone calls, notes, and other safe methods. The elders
decided to give a trial run!
Watch your home mailbox for a letter from the elders with
an explanation of how to participate in this new two-month
trial way to be in prayerful relationship.

Back to School with a twist
Since 2010, First Christian Church of Puyallup has
partnered with Helping Hand House to send local
kids in HHH’s transitional housing program back
to school with the supplies they need to succeed.
Back then, friends of FCC each “adopted” a student
and filled up a backpack with supplies. The Helping
Hand House back-to-school program has morphed
since then, even more so in 2020, due to COVID-19
making it so most schools will begin the season
with remote, at-home learning. But even at home,
supplies will be needed!
We won’t be collecting supplies this year so we
can stay home and stay healthy. Instead we’ll
take a financial offering through August to
support the efforts of our local family homeless
shelter. Online & check donations encouraged!

DONATE ONLINE at www.fccpuyallup.com/donate
and select School Supplies Drive,
or MAIL A CHECK marked “School Supplies Drive” to:
First Christian Church of Puyallup
623 - 9th Avenue SW
P.O. Box 516
Puyallup, WA 98371
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visit us at www.FCCPuyallup.com

First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ)
623 - 9th Avenue SW
P.O. Box 516
Puyallup, WA 98371
253.845.6232

Return Service Requested

Through the week
Learning Circle: 9:30 am Sundays (Zoom)
The adult Learning Circle meets on Zoom and is using a DVD
series, First Light - Jesus & the Kingdom of God – you’re invited!
https://zoom.us/j/93162782080 | Mtg. ID: 931 6278 2080

Curated Online Worship: Sundays starting 7 am
(www.fccpuyallup.com/sermons)
FCC Worship is online interactive services of videos, scripture,
prayer, & music. Available at 7 am, then at your convenience.

Zoom [Pub] Theology: 7 pm Summer Sundays

Morning Prayers: 9:15 am Mon-Wed-Fri
Start the day centered in a time of prayer, poem, and
scripture on Facebook Live. You can also view Morning
Prayer videos any time on the FCC Facebook page:
facebook.com/FCCPuyallup, or at the FCC website:
www.fccpuyallup.com/morning-prayers
Now encouraging volunteers—take a turn, with support!

Evening Prayers: 8 pm Tues & Thurs (Zoom)
Reflect on the day with scripture and prayer. Check in
with friends, consider gratitude, acknowledge concerns.

Join the 7th season of FCC’s Pub Theology, this year on Zoom.

This meaningful time of prayer and fellowship is led by
volunteers. Take a turn?

https://zoom.us/j/97575580558 | Mtg. ID: 975 7558 0558

https://zoom.us/j/92157439193 | Mtg. ID: 921 5743 9193

Did you know? Online giving tips
Did you know? Online giving is a great
convenience! It helps us remember to tithe,
keeps us on schedule, and makes it easy on the
church. The online giving platform FCC uses
charges the church a 1% processing fee.
+ When using a credit card, the fee is
deducted from your gift. $25 - 1% = $24.75.
+ Donating from a bank account, you can opt
to check the “Would you like to add 1% to help
offset processing fees?” box; for a gift of $25 an
extra $0.25 would be added to cover the fee.
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