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As a path of prayer or meditation, Christians around the world are rediscovering the tradition of walking a labyrinth.
The practice allows one to quiet the mind, encourage meditation, find balance, seek direction.
Unlike a maze, a labyrinth has only one way in and out. There are no tricks or dead ends. The entire way is visible to
the walker as she or he follows the path. It is designed not to confuse, but to guide.
In general there are three stages in walking a labyrinth:
• Releasing—on the way into the labyrinth, a time of

letting go, setting aside thoughts or worries, opening
the heart, and quieting the mind.
• Receiving—a walker may stay in the center as long

as they wish, in prayer or meditation, open to what
God may give.
• Returning—following

the same path out an
individual takes what they have received from the
experience back out into the world.

These are only guidelines. There is no right or wrong way to
Walking the candlelit labyrinth—August 2009
walk a labyrinth. Each person finds their own pace—
some walk slowly and deliberately; others skip, run or dance; some may crawl or make frequent stops along the way.
We’ll explore the idea of the labyrinth in Worship on August 22nd and the labyrinth will be open all week. A special
candlelit evening walk will be held Thursday, August 26th. You may use the labyrinth for your own spiritual reflection
any time during the week. A printed guide and explanation of the labyrinth will be available for walkers. Invite friends
or neighbors to experience the ancient practice of walking the labyrinth for themselves.
visit us at www.FCCPuyallup.com

august birthdays
1 ................................................ Roger Stroud
7 ........................................... Roxane Neslund
9 ................................................ Louis Sannes
10 .......................................... Megan Stanhope
10 ................................................. Alorah Leale
11 ............................................... James Lepley
11 ..........................................Marjorie Northrop
11 .............................................. Nancy Durrant
12 ............................................... Robert Collins
14 ......................................... Krista Sappington
14 ................................................. Karrie Cheek
15 ................................................. Cindy Dexter
17 ............................................ Oliver Patterson
19 ............................................. Alanna Duckett
22 .................................................. Mike Kupfer
27 .............................................. Sean Forslund
27 .............................................. Kerry Yanasak
30 ............................................... Jerry Forslund
30 ............................................. Ashley Markum

anniversaries
8 ............................... Barbara & Roger Stroud
13 ....................................... Leanne & Bill Blyth
15 ............................. Paula & John Sappington
26 ...............................June & Steve Armstrong
27 ............................... Debbie & David Dimond

baptism dates
August 22, 1999 ................. Rosemarie Howard

August 2009 - A Week in Mission: Creation Care Labyrinth

Play Ball!
To thank you for your continued support, the youth
group of First Christian Church would like to pay
part of your way to a Tacoma Rainiers baseball
game! After the youth kick in, your cost is
discounted by 36% at only $7! The more the
merrier, so bring the family, invite a friend and
sign up in the foyer! The low $7 price will get
you a reserved seat, a hot dog, a soda… all
that and a bag of chips!
Sign up now—a headcount is needed as soon as
possible to make sure we will qualify for the group
rate discount; payment will be due on August 4th. If
you have any questions please contact Youth
Ministries Coordinator Katie Peterson.
*Those interested in carpooling as a driver or as a
passenger—please let Katie know.
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Book Club Conversations Open to All
FOR AUGUST: RITA HAYWORTH AND SHAWSHANK REDEMPTION—A SHORT STORY IN DIFFERENT SEASONS
Different Seasons is a collection of four novellas by Stephen King: Rita Hayworth and
Shawshank Redemption, Apt Pupil, The Body, and The Breathing Method. Each story was
given a subtitle for a season of the year. Three movies were made based on the stories
from the book, Apt Pupil, Stand By Me based on The Body, and The Shawshank
Redemption based on Rita Hayworth and Shawshank Redemption. The
Shawshank Prison is also mentioned in three other Stephen King
stories: Dreamcatcher, Dolores Claiborne, It and Apt Pupil.
IN AUGUST READ RITA HAYWORTH AND SHAWSHANK REDEMPTION.
Subtitled ‘Hope Springs Eternal,’ Rita Hayworth and Shawshank
Redemption is the story of several prisoners doing time in fictional
Shawshank Prison in Maine. The story is narrated by Red, a convicted
murderer serving a life sentence. The main character is Andy Dufresne, a
soft-spoken banker, quite different from the other inmates, however like
most of them, Andy too claims he is innocent. Andy has a poster of Rita
Hayworth on his cell wall...
--www.bookrags.com

Conversation surrounding July’s book, I am Nujood, Age 10 and Divorced, will be held at 7 pm
Tuesday, August 3rd at the home of Bonita Goatz, 1116 Fourth Ave. SE, Puyallup - 253-848-0295.

Youth Trip to Wolf Haven—All are welcome
LEARN ALL ABOUT WOLVES AT WOLF HAVEN IN TENINO—SATURDAY, AUGUST 14TH

$5 kids 12 & under, $10 for adults, the Youth will cover the rest!
Friends are welcome!
Meet at church at 4:45 pm—leaving no later than 5 pm.
Eat a light meal beforehand, snacks provided for the car ride.
Estimated return to church is around 9 pm.
RSVP by August 8th for seatbelt planning.
For info or to get a permission slip contact Katie Peterson.

Oww-oooooooooh!
Adults are welcome tooooo!

The Chimes

Wolf Haven is a nonprofit organization whose mission is working for wolf conservation
by protecting wild wolves; providing sanctuary for captive-born wolves; promoting wolf
restoration in historic ranges; and educating the public on the value of all wildlife.
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Exploring Spiritual Practices: Save the Date!
ALL-AGE, ALL-CHURCH KOINONIA RETREAT
“The topic of spirituality is generating a lot of conversation in both
religious and secular circles, yet many Christians are confused about its
meaning and its connection to their lives. They want a chance to
explore the topic and to ask questions about what spirituality is and
what Christian spirituality looks like.
The goal of this retreat is to help participants reach a deeper
understanding of the nature of spirituality and its connection to a vibrant
faith. Participants will examine definitions of spirituality, learn about
some different pathways for spiritual growth, and become familiar with
some spiritual practices they can use in their own lives.”
--The Thoughtful Christian

The long ago generosity and foresight of late FCC member Dora Brown
koinonia ▪ koy-nuh-NEE-uh
enables the Christian Education team to use annually a portion of one of her
planned giving endowments. In 2009, the team decided to use a share of the Christian fellowship; communing
gift to underwrite a church-wide (that means you!) retreat in order to grow with God or with fellow Christians.
together spiritually and become stronger disciples in the way of Christ. A planning team has been hard at work, a
location is secured, and your presence is requested!
Mark your calendar and register in the foyer now! Join us at Camp Koinonia Christian Retreat Center in Cle Elum,
Wash. from October 1st to 3rd for a weekend of spiritual discovery, fellowship and fun. The cost is $30 per person for the
entire weekend with discounts for families with children. Contact retreat planning team members Ray and Vicki Smith,
Joyce Wolfe, Kelli Goatz or Katie Peterson with questions.

1-2-3… Let’s Park!
FREE YOUR GLEE! PUYALLUP FAIR RUNS SEPT. 10—26
FCC’s tradition of parking cars began many years ago as
a youth group fundraiser and has blossomed into an
integral part of our congregation’s ministry.
Through our fair parking income we increase our giving
to local, national and global ministries—ten percent of the
parking proceeds are given away. Fair parking helps with
the long-term maintenance of our church facilities—a
second ten percent of fair parking monies is set aside for
major projects such as roof replacement or parking lot
resurfacing. The remainder of parking income currently
supports the annual operating congregational budget.
Every September our church grounds are transformed into
a bustling center of volunteers and fair-goers. Much
behind-the-scenes work makes that change possible.
Wednesday, September 8th from 9:30 am to noon
volunteer crews are needed to mark off parking spaces,
stock the shed and prepare the grounds. Interested in
helping? Contact the church office for more information.
Page 4

On Friday, parking begins
in earnest as the Fair offers
free admission before noon.
That means a busy morning
for FCC volunteers!
Your congregation needs
your help! A sign-up
board will soon be available; bring your calendar
and find shifts that fit
your schedule. If you’ve
never parked cars before, have no fear—a seasoned
volunteer will help you learn the ropes!
Over the course of 17 days, thousands will walk through
our parking lot on their way to the fair. Volunteering
provides a marvelous way to meet people, offer a friendly
smile and be a welcoming presence in our community.
A planning meeting will be held soon—look for details!

Generous Living
B ECOMING

AN I NTEGRAL

P ART

OF

G OD ’ S B IGGEST D REAMS

Helen Keller said, “Security is
mostly a superstition. It does
not exist in nature. Nor do
the children of men as a
whole experience it.
Avoiding danger is no
safer in the long run than
outright exposure. Life is
either a daring adventure
or nothing.” [John C.
Maxwell, The Confidence
that Convinces, Audiotape]
Many people who withhold their wholehearted support
from God's work are victims of that “superstition of
security” to which Helen Keller referred. They somehow
failed to learn that no amount of money makes us totally
secure from the painful experiences that life flings against
our windshields without the slightest warning.

What happens when we try to create our own security
blankets by avoiding the risk of being generous? Our
selfishness costs more than money. It robs us of a spiritual
relationship with God.
Self-giving does not bring us total security. Nothing does
that. Being alive puts us at risk in a thousand ways. But
generously giving our money to God's purposes gives us a
sense of meaning and purpose as we work with other
people in God's great causes. That is a far greater reward
than anything we can obtain by striving for the myth of
security.
(from Stewardship Nuggets, by Herb Miller,
© 1999 Abingdon Press.)

Giving Totals
June 27
General Fund*.................................$1776.00
Summer Lunch Program ................$ 140.00
July 4
General Fund*.................................$1341.00
w .c rb s.
2 0 10 ▪ w w

July 11
General Fund*.................................$1500.00
Adopt-a-Child 4 School ...................$ 225.00

SUMMER

July 18
General Fund*.................................$ 679.00

WIN AN iPOD TOUCH!

July 25
General Fund*.................................$2085.44
Adopt-a-Child 4 School ...................$ 40.00
Eva Crabtree Memorial ...................$ 50.00

*To meet 2010’s General Offering budgeted income,
weekly General Fund giving must average $1,346.15.
The Chimes

net

Cascade Regional Blood Services needs your
help this summer! Register to donate blood at
the Tacoma, Puyallup or Federal Way Donor
Centers on any Monday or Tuesday through
August 31 st and you’ll automatically be
entered to win an iPod Touch!
Summer months are always a challenge for
our community's blood supply. They need
donors like YOU to help save lives.
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Return Service Requested
First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ)
Pastor Nancy Gowler Johnson
623 - 9th Ave. SW
P.O. Box 516
Puyallup, WA 98371
(253) 845-6232

life of the church in august
Summer Worship ................................... Sundays - 10 am

12 ...............................Provisional Council Meeting - 6 pm

Sermons on your questions continue in Worship

14 ........................ Wolf Haven Trip (see page 3)- 4:45 pm

The Hangout Homeless Drop-in Ctr. ........ M-W-F, 1-5 pm

15 .......................... Youth-Sponsored Ballgame - 1:30 pm

Women’s Study (BRB) ................... Wednesdays - 10 am

Cheney Stadium, 2502 S Tyler St., Tacoma

SO & SEW Study & Ministry............... Thursdays - 10 am

15 ................................. The Hangout Potluck BBQ - 2 pm

Men’s Study .......................................... Thursdays - 7 pm

21 ..........................................Lunch with a Friend - 10 am

3 ..................... Book Club Gathering (see page 3) - 7 pm
4 ........................ Eva Crabtree Memorial Service - 11 am
8 ............................ Summer Lunch Program Prep - Noon
Immanuel Lutheran Church, 720 W Main
11 ....................................... Finance/Trustees Mtg. - 7 pm

Peace Lutheran Church, 214 E Pioneer
25 ................................. School Supplies Backpacks DUE
Wed., Sept. 8th ................ Fair Parking Setup - 9:30 am
Helpers needed for striping, stocking the shed,
and preparing to welcome thousands of Fair-goers!

Yakama Christian Mission—Mission Week
SPONSORED BY DISCIPLES HOME MISSIONS SEPTEMBER 4-11, 2010
Come for a day, or all eight! Scope of work:

For more information and to register contact:

1. Parsonage – tear off existing roof, clean out / replace
attic insulation, put on new roof, gut the inside

Carl Zerweck: 317-289-5061
czerweck@dhm.disciples.org

2. Log Church – several repair projects, including log
replacement and re-chinking

Brenda Tyler: 888-346-2631
btyler@dhm.disciples.org

Volunteers will be fed and housed at the Mission. Cost:
$25 per person per day or $150 for entire project (covers
food, insurance and project support.)
visit us at www.FCCPuyallup.com

The Log Church at the
Yakama Christian Mission
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