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Freezing Nights 2020
CHANGES

IN THE COMING SEASON
A word from our Homeless Ministries Coordinators
Freezing Nights is an ecumenical ministry that serves
local homeless friends at Puyallup churches during the
fall and winter months, November 1 through March 31.
In 2004 our church joined that ministry and became a
hosting church for Freezing Nights. Every winter Friday
night and Saturday morning since then volunteers
have provided dinners, fellowship, a warm and safe
place to sleep, and breakfast for our guests.
2020 has brought a challenge with COVID-19. For the
safety and health of our volunteers, guests, and
congregations, Freezing Nights has been suspended
for this coming season. This was not an easy decision
but the leadership of the participating churches
decided it is the right and responsible thing to do.

August 6, 2020

Giving options
SAFE ONLINE GIVING
Donate quickly and safely once or set up recurring gifts
to the fund of your choice at fccpuyallup.com/donate

EASY MOBILE GIVING APP
1. Install the GivePlus Church app from Google Play or
the App Store.
2. Search the app for First Christian Church of Puyallup
using zip code 98371.
3. Give (If you‘ve given on our website Donate page,
use your existing login.)

AUTO-PAY FROM YOUR BANK
Ask your bank to set up automatic payments to FCC.

MAIL A CHECK TO OUR P.O. BOX
Make checks out to First Christian Church and mail to:
623 - 9th Ave SW | P.O. Box 516 | Puyallup, WA 98371

AMAZON SMILE
Click the Amazon graphic at fccpuyallup.com/amazon
and Amazon will help to support FCC Puyallup.

2020 FCC PUYALLUP WEEKLY GIVING:

We at FCC Puyallup have been providing a meal
once a month and will continue to support New Hope
Resource Center.
Please join us in prayer that the city will be able to
provide an alternative shelter.

Terry Forslund & Bonnie Goddard
No onsite worship, all weeks. ++ denotes mailed checks deposited.

Sunday Worship Notes

THEOLOGY OF ABUNDANCE | Rev. Carol Devine
MATTHEW 14:13-21 - THE FEEDING OF THE 5000

I am a Southerner, and a good Southerner always has more
than enough food – a meal is not successful unless everyone is
full and there are leftovers. If there are not leftovers, we did
not make enough food. No one visits without being fed and
no one leaves hungry.
A good Southerner has no trouble stretching a meal for
unexpected guests, it can almost be a sport. For this reason,
Southerners love the story of the feeding of the multitude. We
identify with this story. I can totally imagine my grandmother
standing with her apron on, learning that we had five loaves
of bread and two fish. I can see her thoughtfully nodding her
head and saying, “I can work with that.”
All four Gospels note that there were five loaves and two fish
or seven items, which is a perfect number and therefore a
perfect amount of food. And you know the meal was a
success because everyone was full and there were leftovers.
There are only two miracles that are recorded in all four Gospels: the resurrection account (which makes sense)
and the feeding of the five thousand (which makes sense to Southerners). For Matthew, Mark, Luke and John to
all include the feeding of the 5,000 means something or maybe many somethings.

They all agree that the crowd was large – a great throng, a multitude, 5,000 men plus women and children. This
was a huge number of people for the area. The entire region had 2 to 3,000 people in total, which means
people had come came from near and far. There were a lot of people drawn to Jesus.
In all four Gospels, the crowd sits down, this is a meal – a feast, a banquet – not a fast food situation. We sit
down when we break bread with family and friends.
All the Gospel writers tell us that Jesus blesses or gives thanks for the food, reminding everyone that food
connects us to God and to God’s creation, food is holy. And finally – in all four Gospels, people ate enough to
be satisfied and there were 12 baskets of food left over – enough for each disciple to have a to-go basket.
This is what abundance looks like.
The disciples had a shortage mindset – “Jesus, there is not enough… Five loaves and two fish is all we have, it is
not enough. There is not enough food or enough money to feed all these people! – We do not have enough. –
They were espousing a theology of scarcity.
We do not have enough, not enough – money, time, people, resources. It is a common feeling, a normal
perspective here in the U.S. And when we succumb to scarcity, fear is the result – and fear does not bring out
the best in us. We saw fear in action in March and April in our grocery stores. People were hoarding toilet paper
– and canned goods and cleaning supplies. People reacted out of fear buying way more than they needed so
that they and their household would have enough for the next 10 years which meant that others who did not
panic, ran out. If people had only purchased what they actually needed, there would have been plenty of
toilet paper for everyone.

We don’t usually think of this as a theology, as the way that we see and understand God. But our theologies are
not kept in books or on a computer for study and reflection. Our theologies – how we understand God – are
lived out. Our theologies are active and shown by how we live out our day-to-day lives. The toilet paper
shortage may not seem significant, but it is a simple and perfect analogy for what a scarcity theology looks like.
It looks like fear. It looks like greed. It looks unkind and rude. In March, I found myself in an empty grocery store
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Feeding 5000 (cont.)
aisle looking around in absolute amazement. I had never – even when there have been predictions of a big
snowstorm – seen a grocery store so empty. A gentleman saw my face and said – “it’s something isn’t it?” I
nodded and he said, “I was at a different store and saw two people get in a fight over a package of toilet
paper.” He said, “they both pulled until the packaging burst and toilet paper spilled out.” “Wow,” I replied.
I believe it is this same thing that we see play out as racism. People see power as a finite thing – like a pie that
contains 100% of all the power – so that giving a piece of it to someone else means less for me. As a white
person, I was given some of that power pie and told to keep it for myself and my children. That is what a
theology of scarcity looks like – there is not enough so I have to protect for me and mine.
That was the theology of Zacchaeus and other tax collectors in Jesus’ time. There was not enough and so
they had to get all the money they could and protect it.
But to the disciples’ theology of scarcity – only 5 loaves and 2 fishes – Jesus responded by having everyone sit
down as though they were having a banquet on the grass. We have five loaves and 2 fish? Let’s have a
picnic, NO, let’s have a feast on the grass, sitting on God’s good earth. Jesus reflected back to them a
theology of abundance in action. God is generous. We have enough – more than enough. From the
beginning of creation God has blessed the earth abundantly.
Jesus was modeling trust and abundance. We have enough for everyone to be satisfied. There is plenty if we
share, if we are not greedy. Remember the Hebrew people led by Moses to the Promised Land. When they
were hungry, God provided manna but if they took more than what they needed for that day, the manna
went bad. There is an abundance – but take only what you need.
We don’t need to have more and more and bigger. We don’t need to fill our storage spaces with toilet
paper. We don’t need so much stuff we have to pay for a storage unit to keep it. We don’t need to eat
meat at every meal or even every day. We don’t need new clothes. We don’t need the newest gadget. We
don’t need to develop every acre of land.
We don’t have to make sure we get our piece of the pie, because it is not about a pie or five loaves and two
fish – it is not about a finite number, it is about perfect love, God’s abundant love which abides in and lives
through each of us – connecting us at all times to each other and to God.

This pandemic has definitely illustrated how interdependent we are – really how dependent we are. We are
completely dependent on each other and creation for our physical needs of food and shelter and medical
care – and for our emotional needs of connection and peace. This pandemic that we are living through is
hard, but through it we have been reminded that what we do, or don’t do, directly impacts others. If I
unknowingly come in contact with the coronavirus, I can spread it to others – family, friends and strangers –
even when I don’t have any symptoms. The very life of others is dependent on my behavior, my actions –
and my health is dependent on the decisions of others. Wear your masks, wash your hands, keep 6 ft apart.
Scientists are crucial for developing a vaccine and getting us through this pandemic. And scientists have
been proving through their research what ancient mystics, and Holy Scripture have told us for thousands of
years – that we are all connected, interdependent and related. That we share 99.9% of the same DNA – with
every – other – person, even with people we-do-not-like. We are all related, we are all connected, we are
interdependent.

And that is not all, our human DNA is way more alike than different from creatures – great and small, and also
trees and plants. We contain the elements of stardust and are about as salty as the ocean. We are related
and connected to everyone and everything all the time.
Science is proving that there is a DNA connection between the One who created and all that is created.
Continued on Page 4
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Feeding 5000 (cont.)
Continued from Page 3

There is a DNA connection between Creator and Creation, between God and stars, between God and trees,
between God and us.
Connection! For example, the power in our brains is not in the neurons but in the connection between them, in
the relationship, if you will. Also, the pattern of neurons, protons, and atoms is similar to the pattern of planets,
stars and galaxies – and they are connected and relational to everything else. The energy of the universe is not
the planets or protons themselves but their relationship, not in the things but in the space between them, in their
connections. The power is in the relationships. The-foundational-nature-of-reality is relational! And that power is
not contained by a number or a pie – it is infinite power.
Genesis says - In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth – a wind from God, the spirit of
God, the very breath of God – swept over the face of the waters. The word is ruah which can be translated as
wind, spirit, and breath. It is the stuff of God, the DNA of God that gave us life and connects us to each other
and everything else that God created.
Genesis 1:26 reads, “God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness.” That “us” and
“our” is plural and that plural is relational. So, we were created out of relationship to be in relationship.
Holon has become one of my favorite words. It is what I am talking about here. Holon is something that is a
whole and a part at the same time – each part contains and mirrors the whole. We – each of us – contain and
mirror God, and so does everyone else – and so do the trees and animals contain and mirror God, - we are all
individuals and we are all connected to each other and to God all the time – holon. A relational God exploded
in the beginning sending DNA out through God’s breath, creating everything as sacred while also connecting
everything. I need you and you need me. But we have to be reminded of this frequently.
When my children were young they had to learn to only take a little bit of their favorite foods both so that there
would be enough for others. If the first people at the gathering of 5,000 had taken more than their share, more
than they needed – those near the back would not have gotten anything to eat. But instead they trusted God –
at least in that moment – they trusted and believed in the God of abundance.
Perhaps this pandemic is reminding us of this important lesson. We are connected. My actions affect others.
There is enough for all of us if I only take what I need. We need this reminder because we have not been
remembering this. We have not been just taking what we need.
We know that if everyone on planet earth lived a typical middle-class life, like I do, we would need the
resources of 4 planet earths. If everyone had a gas-fueled car and home with electricity that powered all the
things we use and sometimes flew on a plane and took a shower or bath everyday with treated, clean water
and purchased new clothes regularly, we would need 3 more planet earths.
We have forgotten how connected we are, how dependent we are on each other. But now we are being
reminded. We are spending more time outside, gardening, walking, riding bikes, getting to know the trees and
wildlife around us. We are being remembering and so we giving blood and sending care packages to nurses.
We are checking on our elders, sending cards and calling. We are remembering how connected we are and so
we are learning about systemic racism and we are calling our elected officials and protesting in the streets. We
are remembering and getting more involved with Green Chalice, exploring ways that we can walk more gently
on God’s precious earth – so that all our brothers and sisters – all creatures great and small – have enough.

We are remembering that we worship a God of abundant love, a God who created everything out of God’s
self, who came as a man to remind us who we are – to remind us how connected we are – who took the bread
and looking to heaven blessed it, broke it, and shared it and everyone was full and there were 12 baskets left
over. Amen.

Rev. Carol Devine | Aug. 2, 2020
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Speakers Series #54

In Loving Memory of
Peggy Stack

Speakers Series: Racial Brokenness &
Systemic Injustice with Elizabeth Behrens,
BTB 101 Educator & Online Community
Manager from Be the Bridge
Thursday, August 13 - 6:00 pm New time this session

Peggy passed away on Wednesday, July 29, 2020.
Her family will celebrate her life at a
private service when it is safe to do so.

https://zoom.us/j/92242708767 |Mtg ID: 922 4270 8767

This month we are pleased to welcome our 54th presenter:
Elizabeth Behrens from Be the Bridge. The topic of anti-racism
is one that can no longer be swept under the rug or wished
away—our next two speakers will bring their knowledge to
help us understand where we need to move next.
Be the Bridge works to move people and organizations toward
racial justice and reconciliation. Together we will explore ways
to become more aware of and respond to racial broken-ness
and systemic injustice in our world. BTB encourages Christians
to move toward relationship and gain a deeper understanding in the midst of a divisive culture. May it be the first
step in a journey of discovery and learning for us all.
Always free and welcoming all, our series takes free-will
offerings to benefit its speakers and nonprofits of their
choosing. To make a donation to BTB visit fccpuyallup.com/
donate, select Speakers Series, or mail a check to the church.
To date the Series has raised $2,763.

At FCC Puyallup, we will remember her for her
spunk, wit, energy, faith, generosity, and service.

Please keep the Stack family in prayer
in this time of loss.
May God grant them peace.

Prayer Partner Project
During a recent book study conversation, the Elders asked, “In
light of our current situation, in what ways is our congregation
trying to overcome any barriers to fellowship in ‘the household of
God’?” One Elder commented on Matthew 18:20 when Jesus
said, “For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am
there among them.” They talked about the online opportunities
FCC currently offers that gather two or more together, and they
also explored off-line opportunities that might do the same. The
idea of a Prayer Partner Ministry was brought up to foster
connections and care for one another—perhaps folks would like
to partner with each other through prayer via phone calls, notes,
and other safe methods. The elders decided to give a trial run!
Watch your home mailbox for a letter from the elders with an
explanation of how to participate in this new two-month trial
way to be in prayerful relationship. Look for information soon!

5

Back to School with a twist
Since 2010, First Christian Church of Puyallup has partnered
with Helping Hand House to send local kids in HHH’s
transitional housing program back to school with the supplies

they need to succeed. Back then, friends of FCC each “adopted”
a student and filled up a backpack with supplies. The Helping
Hand House back-to-school program has morphed since then,
even more so in 2020, due to COVID-19 making it so most

schools will begin the season with remote, at-home learning.
But even at home, supplies will be needed!
We won’t be collecting supplies this year so we can stay home

and stay healthy. Instead we’ll take a financial offering through
August to support the efforts of our local family homeless shelter.
Online & check donations encouraged!

DONATE ONLINE at www.fccpuyallup.com/donate
and select School Supplies Drive,
or MAIL A CHECK marked “School Supplies Drive” to:
First Christian Church of Puyallup
623 - 9th Avenue SW
P.O. Box 516
Puyallup, WA 98371

Opportunities galore!
Looking for ways to serve the church even while we aren’t meeting in person?
There are always ways to support our ministries. Help wanted!

+Organize digital photos by year so we can transfer to a new
nonprofit (free) online photo album. Work with a buddy? Sure!

+Read a book to our kids to help guide their faith (have some laughs,
and learn a bit yourself). Need support? You got it!

+Lend a hand with a monthly checklist of routine tasks around the
church building. Change a light bulb or battery? A cinch!

+Take on a morning or evening prayer session. Help provided!
+Provide part of the monthly meal for New Hope. Feed a friend!
+Participate in Worship: Lead a prayer, write a prayer, read
Scripture, play an instrument, teach a child. Amen!
Want to learn more? Contact the church office, contact Robin,
or email webmaster@fccpuyallup.com to hear about these and more!
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Prayer: The core of faith
Wherever we are in our journeys of faith, when we ponder a higher power, we want to connect and commune. We may ask for
strength or guidance. We may express joy and gratitude. When we go to God with these laments and celebrations, even when we are
at a loss for words, we are in prayer. When we reflect on poetry, art, and song and listen to the hopes of others, we are praying.

When we focus on the prayers of the world and those around us, God comes close through prayer.
DAILY PRAYER PRACTICE: Ever since the need to cease gathering in person but wanting to stay connected with brothers and sisters in
faith, Morning Prayers and Evening Prayers have been in place. These simple times together, have
become significant threads in the fabric of this time of transition, unrest, and loss.
The sessions are being carried on by volunteers and are an easy opportunity for connection and
service. It is gratifying to see originality blossom while making the sessions our own; volunteers have
crafted their own ways to set the tone for our days, as well as closing them by letting go of toils and

burdens and looking forward to newness. If these ways to serve are calling to you, your elder can
guide you. Visit a prayer session to experience them for yourself. Times and venues are on Page 8.

Vignette from the Learning Circle
A recent First Light Learning Circle session was entitled “The Lake as World.” It highlighted that most of Jesus’ activity
took place in and around the northwest quadrant of the Sea of Galilee, a microcosm of the entire known world at
that time. In this session, Marcus Borg pointed out that the Lord’s Prayer reflected the economic and political realities
of the peasants living in that region at that time. In that agrarian and fishing economy, one half to two thirds of a
peasant’s annual subsistence production was taken from them by the ruling elites,
who paid them with barely enough money to survive.

Thus, when a peasant prayed “give us this day our daily bread” it was not a
prayer of thanksgiving for food received, but rather a plea for the minimum
amount of food needed to survive that day! Further, when a peasant prayed
“forgive us our debts,” it, too, was a prayer for survival. Often a peasant would
have to borrow money to buy food for survival, which put them in debt to the
powers that be. Failure to pay back those debts resulted in the loss of their small
plots of land or, worse, imprisonment in debtor’s prison.
Into this scenario, Jesus reflected God’s dream of a peaceable “kingdom” in
which distributive justice and non-violent resistance to oppression were the norm
rather than the exception. It is a dream that is still elusive to the vast majority of
people living in God’s world over 2000 years later. Sobering thoughts for us when
praying the Lord’s Prayer!
—Study Facilitator, Bill Robey
Sundays at 9:30 am: | https://zoom.us/j/93162782080 | Mtg. ID: 931 6278 2080
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visit us at www.FCCPuyallup.com

First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ)
623 - 9th Avenue SW
P.O. Box 516
Puyallup, WA 98371
253.845.6232

Return Service Requested

Through the week
Learning Circle: 9:30 am Sundays (Zoom)
The adult Learning Circle meets on Zoom and is using a DVD
series, First Light - Jesus & the Kingdom of God – you’re invited!
https://zoom.us/j/93162782080 | Mtg. ID: 931 6278 2080

Curated Online Worship: Sundays starting 7 am (www.fccpuyallup.com/
sermons)
FCC Worship is online interactive services of videos, scripture,
prayer, & music. Available at 7 am, then at your convenience.

Morning Prayers: 9:15 am Mon-Wed-Fri
Start the day centered in a time of prayer, poem, and
scripture on Facebook Live. You can also view Morning
Prayer videos any time on the FCC Facebook page:
facebook.com/FCCPuyallup, or at the FCC website:
www.fccpuyallup.com/morning-prayers
Now encouraging volunteers—take a turn, with support!

Evening Prayers: 8 pm Tues & Thurs (Zoom)

Join the 7th season of FCC’s Pub Theology, this year on Zoom.

Reflect on the day with scripture and prayer. Check in
with friends, consider gratitude, acknowledge concerns.
This meaningful time of prayer and fellowship is led by
volunteers. Take a turn?

https://zoom.us/j/97575580558 | Mtg. ID: 975 7558 0558

https://zoom.us/j/92157439193 | Mtg. ID: 921 5743 9193

Zoom [Pub] Theology: 7 pm Summer Sundays

Did you know? Online Worship tips
Did you know? Online Worship is like reading through a bulletin, just
scroll and click on the videos until you get to the closing song. Our
videos link to YouTube, but you never have to leave our web page. A
few of tips:
+ Watch videos in full screen: Select the icon that looks like four
corners for full view. To close and return to the service, press the
“Esc” key at top left of your keyboard.
+ Ads popping up during videos? Close them by clicking the small “X”
in the ad’s upper right corner.
+ Turn on Closed Caption (when available) click “CC” on the video;
adjust CC options in Settings (gear icon).
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