
 

  

 

SAFE ONLINE GIVING 
Donate quickly and safely once or set up recurring gifts 

to the fund of your choice at  fccpuyallup.com/donate 

EASY  MOBILE  GIVING  APP   
1. Install the GivePlus Church app from Google Play or 

the App Store. 

2. Search the app for First Christian Church of Puyallup 

using zip code 98371. 

3. Give (If you‘ve given on our website Donate page, 

use your existing login.) 

AUTO-PAY  FROM  YOUR  BANK   
Ask your bank to set up automatic payments to FCC.   

MAIL  A  CHECK  TO  OUR  P.O.  BOX   
Make checks out to First Christian Church and mail to:  

P.O. Box 516, Puyallup, WA  98371 

AMAZON  SMILE  
Start by clicking the Amazon graphic at fccpuyallup.com/

amazon and Amazon will help to support FCC Puyallup. 

 

FAIR  CLOSURE  IMPACTS  FCC  BUDGET 
Mike Cheek, Trustee with Property Oversight 

 

By now I would imagine you have all heard there will 

be no Fair in Puyallup this year due to COVID-19.  

Some may be enjoying the thought of no crazy traffic, 

no streets blocked off, and no weekend fireworks to 

keep you up late. On the other hand, there are those 

who will miss the Fair food, looking at the animals and 

exhibits, the thrill of the rides or just the enjoyment of 

watching the kids or grandkids on them.  Also where 

else can you get such amazing deals on hot tubs, 

super shammies, and the latest and greatest gadgets?  

Might just have to shop online. 

However, the Fair, whatever your take on it is, does 

provide our Little Church in the Valley with nearly HALF 

of its yearly operating budget.  When the 2020 budget 

was approved it was assumed we would see $85,000 

come in from parking cars for the Spring Fair and the 

Puyallup Fair (aka Washington State Fair).  This is a 

huge, though not insurmountable, hurdle to get over. 

Continued on Page 3 
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 Speakers Series: Alive and well! 

By Gretchen Mertes, FCC Puyallup Faith Formation Chairperson 

Our Faith Formation Speakers Series is alive and well!  Even though we’re not yet gathering in person, we are 

still connecting, learning, and growing.  While we are staying at home to stay safe, the Speakers Series has 

moved to Zoom.  This new format not only allows us to continue hosting this series, but allows us to think 

creatively and invite more people to participate, speak, and attend.  Suddenly distances seem much closer. 

Speakers Series planners work hard to add to the lineup presenters whose knowledge and topics will respond to 

current events and timely societal issues.  The next two speakers will do just that, helping us to navigate the 

challenging landscape we currently find ourselves in. 

 

July 30th at 6:30 pm— 

Food Insecurity, It’s Not What You Think—Sue Potter from  

Nourish Pierce County food banks will help us better understand food 

insecurity.  Sue will also share the changing role of food banks before, during, 

and after the COVID-19 pandemic.  This is an important topic for our times,  

and one we can all learn more about and consider ways to support. 

 

 

August 13th at 6:00 pm (time change)—Be the Bridge:  

Racial Brokenness and Systemic Injustice—Elizabeth Behrens,  

BTB  101 Educator, Online Community Manager, Be the Bridge.   

Be the Bridge works to move people and organizations toward racial justice  

and reconciliation through a faith-based lens.  FCC Puyallup elders have been 

looking for ways to address racial inequalities and shine a spotlight on justice 

and reconciliation as a congregation.  It is hoped that this presentation  

will be one step in a journey of discovery and learning for all of us.   

Speakers  Series  Zoom  login:  https://zoom.us/j/94777910545;   Meeting ID: 947 7791 0545;    

Audio  dial-in  from  any  phone:  253-215-8782  

Looking ahead, we have many more topics on the calendar and are always working  

to line up themes which are timely, relevant, challenging, and fun.   

See our full list of upcoming talks at fccpuyallup.com/speakers-series.   

FCC Puyallup’s Speakers Series has always been free to attend, and in the beginning the Series took free-will 

offerings in support of the presenters who offer their time and expertise at no charge.  Over time this offering 

has transformed into a means of outreach to a multitude of nonprofits and charities of our speakers’ choices, 

and at present $2,762.80 has been gifted through the generosity of attendees. 

We’re excited to be back in the saddle—see you at the Speakers Series! 

https://nourishpc.org/
https://bethebridge.com/
http://www.fccpuyallup.com/speakers-series
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 Elders – Serving the Church 

In this time of change, one thing remains the same. Your 

Elders continue to pray for and support those known as 

First Christian Church of Puyallup. While we continue to 

serve the church, the ways in which we do that have 

certainly changed!   

Your Elders: 

+ Have been challenged to meet safely and learn 

to use the technology known as Zoom.  Instead  

of once-monthly meetings over dinner, we have 

been meeting twice a month virtually over Zoom. 

+ Continue to support our care groups through 

phone calls, emails, texts and notes, AND are also accessible to you via phone, text, or email.   

Please do contact your elder to share any concerns or to celebrate joys – and we mean that! 

+ Facilitated the affirmation of new church officers by calling folks in our care groups and inviting them to affirm 

the nominees since we could not safely hold an in-person congregational meeting. 

+ Stepped up and in to fill positions at the virtual communion table – so you will see two rather than one Elder in 

online Worship. 

+ Are among those who continue to provide Morning Prayers (accessible through the FCC Puyallup Facebook 

page at 9:15 am, M-W-F, and at www.fccpuyallup.com/morning-prayers)—and Evening Prayers (on Zoom on 

at 8 pm on Tuesdays and Thursdays – https://zoom.us/j/92157439193 | Mtg. ID: 921 5743 9193 ) 

+ Meet jointly via Zoom with the Church Council to explore ways to safely be Church in light of COVID-19. 

+ Continue to study the book, The Faith We Affirm – Basic Beliefs of Disciples of Christ, by Ronald E. Osborn. 

+ Continue to support the homeless ministry at New Hope Resource Center by providing a meal once a month.  

(If you’d like to help, please let Terry Forslund know; you may contact her through the church office.) 

These are some of the ways your Elders provide spiritual leadership and  

support worship and relationships with God’s people:  We are the church together! 

By Karrin Lewis, FCC Puyallup Elders Chairperson 

Continued from Page 1 

Some of you may be saying, “Doesn’t the newsletter show we are ahead of budget for the year?” You are quite 

correct, and should be very proud, that our GIVING is ahead of budget for 2020.  In fact, as of this writing, church 

giving is up significantly:  $125 per week, $542 per month, $6,500 for the year!  However, that graph represents 

ONLY the amount we have in the budget for giving—tithes & offering—not all budgeted income. 

FCC’s Council and Trustees are working tirelessly to find ways to cut costs to ease the economic hit brought on by 

the loss of Fair Parking. They are also searching for potential revenue streams, grants, or loans to keep things on the 

positive side of the balance sheet.  Please keep them in prayer as they have a challenging few months ahead. 

So what can we all do to help?  Please continue to give as you are able and let us keep that part of the budget in 

the positive.  More importantly, stay safe and healthy for when we can gather together again.  As we move 

forward during these unknown times let us remember that God is with us. 

 No Fair (cont.) 
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Genesis 28:10–19a  |  Psalm 139:7–10 (CEB)  

I began this summer by challenging myself to preach exclusively from the Old Testament texts of the lectionary.  I’m 

finding the task both challenging and rewarding as I struggle with the question of how to understand some of the 

more problematic passages of scripture and relate them in such a way that the Good News is evident.  The entire 

Jacob sequence is one that I would rather gloss over.  From the very beginning of his story he is shown has someone 

who will succeed at the expense of others.  He is hardly the exemplary figure of piety we might ordinarily look for in 

our religious ancestors. 

As I reflect on Jacob’s story, I realize that it’s exactly the kind of story I admire when watching a movie: the morally 

ambiguous character overcomes his flaws to become a leader we can relate to.  I think of the controversy over a 

scene in the special edition of Star Wars.  In the cantina on Mos Eisley we find a smuggler named Han Solo who is 

confronted by a bounty hunter named Greedo.  In the original version of the film, Han shoots first, but apparently 

George Lucas wanted to change it so Han shoots in self-defense by making Greedo shoot first.  Aside from the 

ridiculous idea that a professional bounty hunter would miss at point blank range, I always found that scene to be an 

important moment in establishing the character arch of Han Solo from cold-blooded killer to hero of the Rebellion. 

In today’s passage, we see another important moment in the character arch of the person Jacob.  If you go back to 

chapter 25 of Genesis, you can read all about his exploitation of his brother Esau and his father Isaac.  Later we’ll see 

Jacob exploit the greed and ignorance of his father-in-law Laban (although some might argue here that Laban 

deserves this treatment), and eventually after an encounter with God he’ll put away his deceitful ways and become 

the patriarch of the Hebrew people. 

In our passage this morning we find Jacob on the run.  Isaac has sent him to Haran to find a wife among Rebekah’s 

family (Isaac is seemingly unaware of Esau’s threats against Jacob, but Rebekah knows her favorite son is in danger, 

so she orchestrates the escape).  All alone, and perhaps afraid, Jacob comes to “a certain place” where he decides 

to rest.  The author at this point is careful not to identify this place until the very end.  I think that detail is significant, 

and I’ll tell you why a little later. 

Once asleep, he has a dream.  He dreams of what we often refer to as “Jacob’s Ladder.” He sees a staircase 

stretching from earth to heave with messengers of God (or angels) ascending and descending.  Then God appears 

and speaks to Jacob, and this will begin to change the trajectory of Jacob’s life forever.  God reiterates the promise 

made to Abraham and to Isaac to establish a nation through Jacob as well as a promise of blessing for all the 

people of the earth because of the descendants of Jacob.  And then God offers words of assurance: “I am with you 

now, I will protect you everywhere you go, and I will bring you back to this land.  I will not leave you until I have done 

everything that I have promised you” (28:15). 

“When Jacob woke from his sleep, he thought to himself, The Lord is definitely in this place, but I didn’t know it.  He 

was terrified and thought, This sacred place is awesome.  It’s none other than God’s house and the entrance to 

heaven” (28:16).   

A question I want to raise:  is this a holy place with more spiritual energy allowing Jacob to encounter God, or is it the 

presence of God that makes the place holy?   

This question is why I believe it’s significant that the “certain place” isn’t identified early on.  This place could be any 

place.  Many of our churches are unable to meet in person in our buildings because of the uncertainty of the 

pandemic and the risk of spreading infection.  This may be a frightening time.  It is definitely an uncertain time.  For 

many, our buildings have been considered “holy places” where we feel we are more likely to encounter God.  I’ve 

heard people time and again tell me that the church is a holy place and “the house of God.”  In some ways I agree, 

but I know that God speaks to me outside the church building as much as (and perhaps sometimes more than) in the 

building we call a church. 

Sunday Worship Notes HOW  AWESOME  IS  THIS  PLACE!   |   Rev.  Adam  Janes 

GENESIS  28:10-19A;  PSALM  139:7-10 



 

5 

God doesn’t appear and speak to Jacob because the place is holy, God speaks because Jacob needs to hear.  

Any place can be a holy place if we hear God speaking to us. 

Jacob is afraid and on the run.  He is in a very vulnerable place, and God shows up when Jacob is most 

vulnerable: while he is asleep.  We are often most open to God when we feel most vulnerable.  Those tend to be 

the times we seek out God, but it should be noted here that Jacob doesn’t will and encounter with God, in fact, 

there is no indication he even wants an encounter, but God shows up nevertheless.  God shows up when we need 

God the most wherever we are. 

Part of God’s promise to Jacob is that God will not leave.  God says, “I will not leave you until I have done 

everything that I have promised you.”  Wherever Jacob goes, God will go with him and ahead of him.  We see this 

promise echoed throughout the scriptures.  In Deuteronomy 31:6-8 the people of Israel are told: 

“Be strong! Be fearless! Don’t be afraid and don’t be scared by your enemies because the Lord your God is 

the one who marches with you.  He won’t let you down, and he won’t abandon you.  Then Moses called 

Joshua and, with all Israel watching, said to him: “Be strong and fearless because you are the one who will 

lead this people to the land the Lord swore to their ancestors to give to them; you are the one who will 

divide up the land for them.  But the Lord is the one who is marching before you! He is the one who will be 

with you! He won’t let you down.  He won’t abandon you.  So don’t be afraid or scared!”  

Jesus tells the disciples in Matthew 28: “Look, I myself will be with you every day until the end of this present age,” 

 (Matthew 28:20b, CEB).  In fact, one of the names given to Jesus is Emmanuel, which means “God is with us.” 

Wherever we are, God is there.  Wherever we go, God goes before us.  Psalm 139 reminds us that there is no place 

where God is not present: 

“Where could I go to get away from your spirit? Where could I go to escape your presence? If I went up to 

heaven, you would be there.  If I went down to the grave, you would be there too! If I could fly on the 

wings of dawn, stopping to rest only on the far side of the ocean— even there your hand would guide me; 

even there your strong hand would hold me tight!” (Psalm 139:7–10, CEB)  

We can’t escape the presence of God.  We don’t need a “certain place” to encounter God, we just need eyes 

willing to see and ears willing to hear. 

The most important element of Jacob’s encounter is not the appearance of God, but the speech of God.  It is 

important that Jacob heard God speaking.  It’s easy to look around at beautiful scenery and “see God” in 

creation, but it isn’t enough for us to simply see and acknowledge the presence of God.  We must also hear God 

speaking to us and willingly act on God’s message to us.  I pray that you will take every opportunity to see and 

hear and experience God wherever you are and act according to what God speaks to you for the sake of the 

kingdom and love of neighbor. 

 How Awesome... (cont.) 

Rev. Adam Janes   

July 19, 2020 
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First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ) 

623 - 9th Avenue SW 

P.O. Box 516 

Puyallup, WA 98371 

253.845.6232 

Return Service Requested 

visit us at www.FCCPuyallup.com

  Through the week 

Morning Prayers:  9:15 am  Mon-Wed-Fri 

Start the day centered in a time of prayer, poem, and 

scripture on Facebook Live.  You can also view Morning 

Prayer videos any time on the FCC Facebook page:  

facebook.com/FCCPuyallup, or the FCC website:  

www.fccpuyallup.com/morning-prayers 

Now encouraging volunteers—take a turn, with support! 

Evening Prayers:  8 pm  Tues & Thurs (Zoom) 

Reflect on the day with scripture and prayer.  Check in 

with friends, consider gratitude, acknowledge concerns.   

This meaningful time of prayer and fellowship is led by 

volunteers. Take a turn? 

https://zoom.us/j/92157439193 | Mtg. ID: 921 5743 9193 

 Vignette from the Learning Circle 

Our Learning Circle is working its way through the video series "First Light: Jesus and the 

Kingdom of God” featuring Marcus Borg and John Dominic Crossan.  In last week's 

session entitled "Collaborative Eschaton," Crossan referenced a truism most recently 

attributed to Archbishop Desmond Tutu of South Africa.  The saying expresses how 

working collaboratively God and humankind can do wonderful things together.  However, 

Tutu says "Humankind without God CANNOT, and God without humankind WILL NOT!" 

This truth seems especially relevant in light of our struggle with the COVID-19 pandemic.  

It will take a collaborative effort between ALL humankind and God to overcome it.   

So keep praying for God's intervention… but don't forget to wear a mask! 

—Study Facilitator, Bill Robey 

Sundays at 9:30 am: |  https://zoom.us/j/93162782080  |  Mtg. ID: 931 6278 2080  

Learning Circle:  9:30 am  Sundays (Zoom) 

The adult Learning Circle meets on Zoom and is using a DVD 

series, First Light - Jesus & the Kingdom of God – you’re invited! 

https://zoom.us/j/93162782080  |  Mtg. ID: 931 6278 2080  

Curated Online Worship:  Sundays starting 7 am  

(www.fccpuyallup.com/sermons) 

FCC Worship is online interactive services of videos, scripture, 

prayer, & music. Available at 7 am, then at your convenience.  

Zoom [Pub] Theology:  7 pm  Summer Sundays 

Join the 7th season of FCC’s Pub Theology, this year on Zoom. 

https://zoom.us/j/97575580558  | Mtg. ID: 975 7558 0558  

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://zoom.us/j/97575580558&sa=D&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw2MPqXjlXAHyi9kdad_rQMn

