
 

  

 

SAFE ONLINE GIVING 
Donate quickly and safely once or set up recurring gifts 

to the fund of your choice at  fccpuyallup.com/donate 

EASY  MOBILE  GIVING  APP   
1. Install the GivePlus Church app from Google Play or 

the App Store. 

2. Search the app for First Christian Church of Puyallup 

using zip code 98371. 

3. Give (If you‘ve given on our website Donate page, 

use your existing login.) 

AUTO-PAY  FROM  YOUR  BANK   
Ask your bank to set up automatic payments to FCC.   

MAIL  A  CHECK  TO  OUR  P.O.  BOX   
Make checks out to First Christian Church and mail to:  

P.O. Box 516, Puyallup, WA  98371 

AMAZON  SMILE  
Start by clicking the Amazon graphic at fccpuyallup.com/

amazon and Amazon will help to support FCC Puyallup. 

 

MUCH TO BE GRATEFUL FOR 
Celebrating our successes 

Nominating Team members, Councilpersons, and 

Elders all put in extra efforts during the last few months.  

As names were put forth for new leadership positions in 

our church, the congregation was involved in giving a 

collective “Amen!” to those choices.   

The elders led a beautifully customized and unique 

virtual installation of a new elder—a creative and 

meaningful ordination of our friend Ric Rose. You can 

catch it here:  fccpuyallup.com/2020/07/07-12-20 

We give deep appreciation to ALL who served in the 

last year. At the same time new terms are beginning, 

the terms of some are ending. Thank you to those 

finishing terms on the Council (Gretchen Mertes, Jay 

Isch); those who served as elders (Barbara Stroud, Kelli 

Kays—returning); those finishing a term on the Financial 

Recording Team (Leslie Du Bois—returning); and for 

those taking on new roles:  Karrin Lewis, Elders Linking 

Person to the Council & Elders Chairperson, and Bill 

Robey, On-Call Pastor during the interim time. 

It takes a village, they say, and our village is amazing! 

July 16, 2020 

No onsite worship, all weeks.   ++ denotes mailed checks deposited. 

Look on the bright side 

2020 FCC PUYALLUP WEEKLY GIVING: 
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The Rev. Dr. Tom Yates is an ordained minister and retired hospital and US Army Chaplain with combat tours  

in both Afghanistan and Iraq.  He is a lifelong Disciple with deep roots in Washington State, born in Spokane  

and raised in the Lynnwood/Alderwood Manor area north of Seattle.  He received M.Div. and D.Min. degrees 

from Claremont School of Theology.  Dr. Tom served as pastor at First Christian Church, Longview and  

First Christian Church, Vancouver prior to transitioning to hospital chaplaincy ministry.  He currently serves  

the denomination as the Disciples Chaplain Endorsing Officer under Disciples Home Missions.  

 

“The gifts Christ gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and 

teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ . . .” Ephesians 4:11  

“I appeal to you therefore brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice,  

holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.” Romans 12:1  

 

I bring you greetings from Rev. Sheila Spencer, Interim President of Disciples Home Missions and from all of the staff of 

DHM in Indianapolis and around the country.  I also bring greetings to you from our Disciples Endorsed Chaplains 

community serving across the United States and around the world.  I am grateful for the opportunity to be present 

with you this morning. 

In the middle of the night, asleep on the cot inside my small space in a plywood B-

Hut at Bagram Airfield, Afghanistan I was awakened by a sound at the blanket 

covering the doorway.  The faint beam of a flashlight was there as well.  A whisper 

came, “Chaplain, Chaplain, you’re needed at the headquarters right away.” I was 

awake immediately.  You sleep lightly in a combat zone.  At the blanketed 

doorway was one of the young enlisted soldiers in our unit, sent to fetch me.  I 

quickly got up, dressed, and made my way by the light of the stars clearly visible in 

that zero dark thirty hour, heading to the building about a hundred yards away 

where our unit had its operations center.  When I got there I was directed upstairs to 

where the Brigade Commander and the Command Sergeant Major were waiting 

for me.  I could see that they were shaken.  “Chaplain, thanks for coming on over.”  

The Commander paused - “We got a Red Cross message about an hour ago.”  

“Dan Breckel’s wife died yesterday afternoon at home in Portland.  Apparently she 

had gone home from work to have lunch and never came back.  When someone 

checked on her later they found her - an apparent heart attack.” The Commander 

paused again and looked at me and the Sergeant Major.  “We need to make a 

plan to tell him.” LTC Dan Breckel was well known to all three of us.  He 

commanded our Provincial Reconstruction team in Gardez, Afghanistan about a 

hundred miles or so away from Bagram.  It was quickly decided that this was not 

news that could be delivered by a satellite phone call - we needed to go in person 

to see him.  The Commander and Sergeant Major said they would go and turned 

to me, “Chaplain, you need to come with us.” Of course, I completely agreed.  

Plans were made to catch a hop at dawn on the first Blackhawk Helicopter leaving 

the airfield.  The team that owned that “ride” had three extra seats available and agreed to the emergency request.  

The team leader said they could drop us off but would need to pick us up no more than an hour later for the return 

flight.  In the meanwhile a radio call was made to alert LTC Breckel that the Commander would be there first thing in 

the morning to see him.  That is all that was said.  When the chopper settled onto the landing zone just outside the 

wall of the PRT, Dan was waiting, alone.  He later said “When I saw the Brigade Commander get off the bird I thought 

I had done something wrong and was being relieved of duty.  The presence of the CSM confirmed that thought.   

But then when I saw the Chaplain I knew it was something else, something not good at all.”  

Sunday Worship Notes ALL ARE CALLED TO BE...   |   EPH 4:1-8, 11-16; ROM 12:1-8 

Guest Preacher:  Rev. Dr. Tom Yates 

“The gifts Christ 

gave were that 

some would be 

apostles, some 

prophets, some 

evangelists, some 

pastors and 

teachers, to equip 

the saints for the 

work of ministry, 

for building up the 

body of Christ . .  .” 

—Ephesians 4:11  
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To make a long story shorter, the tragic news in the Red Cross message was delivered and I went to his room with 

him for support while he quickly gathered a few things into a bag.  We talked, mostly I listened, and we prayed 

briefly together.  Dan flew with us back to Bagram and from there on the first flight to the States and home.  Patty, 

my wife had made friends with Laurie Breckel during our deployment and coincidentally had just seen Laurie the 

day before her sudden death.  It was devastating news all around, in Portland, in Afghanistan, and across our 

family support network.  When the commander had said during our post 9/11, pre-deployment train-up that he 

hoped I, the unit chaplain, was planning to go with the mobilized soldiers because “we are going to need you” I 

couldn’t know all of the ways that would prove to be true.  I humbly acknowledge that I felt clearly that I was in 

the place where I was supposed to be - not of my own choosing but according to God’s infinite wisdom, timing, 

and call. 

Paul, writing to the church at Ephesus puts it this way:  “The gifts Christ gave 

were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some 

pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up 

the body of Christ...”  And some, are called to be chaplains - those who 

minister outside the bounds of the local congregation. 

As a child and young person growing up in a church-going family I would have 

never guessed, anticipated or dreamed that one day I would be placed in a 

position to provide a ministry of presence, support, accompaniment, and 

prayer for a grieving Army officer half a world away from where his wife had 

just died.  But that is indeed the place and the time where gifts that I had 

somehow been given led me.  Some of what I could summon in that moment 

had been nurtured by more than twenty years of ministry as a hospital chaplain 

on the intensive care unit, the emergency room, oncology, and cardiology 

units.  I had been present for a lot of death and provided grief support in a lot 

of different situations - but not like that one. 

Like perhaps many of you I grew up going to church almost every Sunday.  I 

went to Sunday School, summer church camp at Gwinwood, youth group 

when I was old enough - and was elected to serve on the Regional Youth 

Council.  But, I was not headed into a career “in the ministry” as my 

grandmother had strongly suggested I should do.  My own plans were to teach high school music just like my 

favorite band and choir directors.  Turns out that my plans did not actually match up very well with the gifts that I 

had been given.  Although I can sing and passably play the trombone I did not get the gift of playing the piano, 

understanding music theory, complex chord structures and the like or all of the other gifts and skills you need to 

have to be a music educator.  And, I have learned over the years that full-time teaching is also not where my 

strengths or gifts lie.  And, if I had become a music teacher, even a retired one, I probably wouldn’t be here this 

morning with you.  So there is that. 

But what about you? What gifts has Christ given you for ministry? Our Protestant tradition and theology holds the 

practice of the Priesthood of all believers.  To me that means that each one of us that seeks to follow Christ has 

surely been given gifts and graces for ministry.  Certainly not all Christians are set aside and called to ordained 

ministry and professional pastoral leadership.  Acts Chapter 12 identifies many gifts of the Spirit - healing, hospitality, 

stewardship, speaking in tongues, interpretation, leadership, and others.  Most of us don’t need to search very far 

to uncover the things that we can do well.  One of the greatest spiritual gifts we can exercise on a regular basis is 

the ability to listen with empathy and respond with encouragement to those who engage us.  Another vital gift is 

that of prayer.  Nearly every congregation has a prayer chain, a prayer team, or a group of prayer warriors who 

share the gift of prayer in response to specific needs and requests.  You don’t need to be a prophet or a teacher, 

or an evangelist, or a missionary, or a preacher, or chaplain.  You are called to be faithful and to listen for and act 

upon the gifts for ministry that have been given to you by the Spirit. 

 Are All Called to Be... (cont.) 

Cont. on Pg. 4 

“I appeal to you 

therefore brothers 

and sisters, by the 

mercies of God, to 

present your 

bodies as a living 

sacrifice, holy and 

acceptable to God, 

which is your 

spiritual worship.” 

—Romans 12:1  
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Paul, in the  12th chapter of the letter to Christians in Rome writes: “I appeal to you therefore brothers and sisters, 

by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your 

spiritual worship.” Another translation says that it is our “reasonable service.” A living sacrifice, living - fully 

committed, fully engaged, fully present in response to whatever God may put in front of you.  Not left on your own 

to discern and act on your special gifts, but by the mercies of God able to respond to the call as confirmed by 

your community of faith.  That is our reasonable service, our spiritual worship.  In our congregation back home in 

Vancouver, Washington we no longer have committees to carry on the work of the church - we have a variety of 

ministries that recognize and leverage the many gifts that every member of the church brings to the body.  The 

Priesthood or ministry of all believers is what gives hands, eyes, feet, speech, hearing, and action to the body of 

Christ.  Do you know your calling, your personal gift or gifts for ministry?  I expect you do.  Your gifts are what brings 

you here and what supports the ministries of this congregation. 

Our denomination has about 350 persons endorsed for chaplaincy ministries.  Almost all of them are trained and 

ordained clergy who have been gifted and who have responded to calls to ministry in the military, in hospitals and 

other healthcare settings, prisons, workplaces, community police and fire departments, as pastoral counselors, and 

other specific settings.  They are not saints, although some of them do saintly ministry every day, they are folks who 

have recognized that they have a very special calling and are engaged in responding in some very challenging 

settings for ministry.  I have the privilege of supporting and encouraging this wide-ranging chaplain community on 

behalf of Disciples Home Missions and our denomination as the Disciples Chaplain Endorsing Officer.  It has been 

my privilege to have walked their walk and talked their talk by the grace of God.  Those chaplains are an 

incredible gift to the Church. 

Many times as I walked the halls of the hospital, or sat at the bedside of a patient, or in a waiting room with a 

family I would hear the question “How can you do what you do every day? I couldn’t do what you do.  So much 

pain and sickness and death.” I always tried to respond by saying that chaplaincy is not a job that I chose from a 

list of easy, interesting and well-paying vocations..  It took many years for me to finally pay attention to the 

specifics of my calling, to get the education, training, and experience that has in turn provided me the 

opportunities, even the hard ones, that come with chaplain ministry.  Being a chaplain is something that I could 

not “not do.” That is a gift that I have been given.  But that is mine.  What is yours? 

If you find yourself stuck with a case of inertia, are wondering, or searching, or discerning, or just plain not sure what 

to think - take the time to talk to your pastor, when you have one in place here.  I think I can say with certainty that 

he or she will listen and guide you.  Talk to one of the Elders of the church, pray about it, ask about it, talk about it.  

I know that at least a portion of your calling has to do with supporting and encouraging the parking lot ministry this 

congregation has sponsored for so many years.  I applaud and commend you individually and you as a 

congregation for undertaking this vital outreach.  Thank you for that ministry.  You are leading the way. 

How will you know what is the work of Faith to which you have been called? In addition to what I have suggested 

about seeking wise counsel, and going to God in prayer, there is something more central to the process even than 

those.  Most importantly, I believe, we need to take time to listen.  Listen for the still small voice, listen for the nudge 

or the shove of the Spirit.  It will move you in the direction set before you for your own unique and specialized 

ministry.  May you be blessed as much or more than I have - to find your call.  On behalf of our whole church I 

thank you and commend you for the ways you have and are responding to God’s leading in ministry. 

May it continue and grow in ways that we can’t yet see or know.  Amen.  And amen. 

 Are All Called. To Be.. (cont.) 

Rev. Dr. Tom Yates 

July 12, 2020 
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One Camp – Many Spaces 

As summer has officially started, many of you are wondering about what camp will look like this 

summer in an era of COVID19.  Out of an abundance of caution we decided back in May to cancel all 

region sponsored in person camps and instead offer an alternative. Once again, it has taken many 

conversations and meetings to come to what that alternative will look like. 

On July 27th-31st at 5 pm AKDT, 6 pm PDT, 7 pm MDT we will gather virtually from wherever your 

community feels comfortable.  For some this may involve gathering your youth and children at the 

church, while others may gather individually with their families from home. This camp format is for 

all ages to come and celebrate the ways in which we gather in prayer, and seek after God. 

As we gather virtually (via Zoom) there will be time for reconnecting with old camp friends and making 

new ones. There will also be time for us to share in camp songs, and activities. In addition to gathering 

by Zoom there will be resources available to you wherever you are gathered.  These resources will 

include a keynote based on the scripture for the day, and activities that you can do at home or in your 

local gatherings. 

It is our hope that as we have camp together from many spaces we can explore the many ways in which 

we pray, and seek connection even when we are not able to gather at our usual camp locations. 

As you register for camp you’ll have two options:  To register as an individual.  To register as a church. 

Whichever way you register you will be given access to the One Camp – Many Spaces camp portal 

where you will find access to the Zoom link for each day, resources and material lists for activities you 

can choose from, and the daily keynote all using the “This is Our Prayer” curriculum. 

Peace in Christ, 

Chris Snow 

Youth and Children’s Ministry Coordinator 

Northern Lights Region 

by  Chris  Snow,  Youth  and  Children’s   

Ministry  Coordinator,  Northern  Lights  Region 

FEES  ARE  $5  PER  FAMILY  OR  $20  PER  CONGREGATION. 

DONATIONS  MAY  ALSO  BE  MADE  BY  THOSE  WISHING  TO  SUPPORT  THE  PROGRAM.   

THE  REGION  WILL  DIVIDE  ANY  EXCESS  DONATIONS  (FUNDS  RECEIVED  BEYOND  PROGRAM  COSTS) 

TO  OUR PARTNERS AT GWINWOOD AND CANE RIDGE WEST. 
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First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ) 

623 - 9th Avenue SW 

P.O. Box 516 

Puyallup, WA 98371 

253.845.6232 

Return Service Requested 

visit us at www.FCCPuyallup.com

  Through the week 

Morning Prayers:  9:15 am  Mon-Wed-Fri 

Start the day centered in a time of prayer, poem, and 

scripture on Facebook Live.  You can also view Morning 

Prayer videos any time on the FCC Facebook page:  

facebook.com/FCCPuyallup, and the FCC website:  

www.fccpuyallup.com/morning-prayers 

Now encouraging volunteers—take a turn, with support! 

Evening Prayers:  8 pm  Tues & Thurs (Zoom) 

Reflect on the day with scripture and prayer.  Check in 

with friends, consider gratitude, acknowledge concerns.   

This meaningful time of prayer and fellowship is led by 

volunteers. Take a turn? 

https://zoom.us/j/92157439193 | Mtg. ID: 921 5743 9193 

 Safe and social 

In-person, small group social hours are being planned so we can see familiar faces 

once again. These SMALL groups will meet on church property where a 

designated outdoor area will be marked, keeping household social distancing in 

mind.  Please bring your own lawn chair, blanket, snacks, and mask. Available 

dates are: July 31 at 7 pm; Aug 1 at 5 pm; and Aug 2 at 1 pm. You MUST contact 

Katie at petersonk82@gmail.com by July 29th to sign up for a spot.  The groups will 

be kept very small to adhere to social distance requirements in our current phase.  

As per WA State guidelines, those 65+ or with underlying health concerns are 

advised not to participate.   

If you are not comfortable or unable to meet in person, don't worry - we are 

working on other ways to keep our congregation connected while apart!   

Keep an eye out for more to come!   

Learning Circle:  9:30 am  Sundays (Zoom) 

The adult Learning Circle meets on Zoom and is using a DVD 

series, First Light - Jesus & the Kingdom of God – you’re invited! 

https://zoom.us/j/93162782080  |  Mtg. ID: 931 6278 2080  

Curated Online Worship:  Sundays starting 7 am  

(www.fccpuyallup.com/sermons) 

FCC Worship is online interactive services of videos, scripture, 

prayer, & music. Available at 7 am, then at your convenience.  

Zoom [Pub] Theology:  7 pm  Summer Sundays 

Join the 7th season of FCC’s Pub Theology, this year on Zoom. 

https://zoom.us/j/97575580558  | Mtg. ID: 975 7558 0558  

Social  Distance  Social  Hours  -  July  31-Aug  2 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://zoom.us/j/97575580558&sa=D&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw2MPqXjlXAHyi9kdad_rQMn
https://www.fccpuyallup.com/calendar

