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On Saturday, May 4, 1811, Thomas Campbell brought the 

Brush Run Church together with one elder, four deacons,  

and his son Alexander Campbell as the ordained preacher.  

In those early days, the role of deacons was prominent. 

Campbell described the role of a deacon as “the steward, the 

treasurer, the almoner of the church,...Conversant with the 

sick and the poor, intimate with the rich and more 

affluent brethren, familiar with all, and devoted to the 

Lord in all their services.”  Talk about a full plate of 

duties! As the movement grew a complementary 

office of deaconesses was formed to attend to the 

“more delicate aspects of the diaconate” ministries.  

The office of deacon has had fluidity throughout the 

history of Disciples. Some churches practiced a clear 

separation between the role of the elder, viewed as 

focusing on preaching and teaching, and the office of 

deacon which oversaw financial matters as well as 

benevolent causes. Tolbert Fanning, another 

Restoration preacher, argued against this distinction 

with deacons “being merely committee-men” and saw “no 

work too high or too spiritual” for a deacon. 

In the mid-twentieth century as Disciples moved away from 

traditional church structure and embraced a functional 

committee format for congregational organization, distinctions 

between elders and deacons in church were muddied. Both 

elders and deacons worked in worship, evangelism, outreach, 

pastoral care, and other areas of the church. Separate offices 

of deacons and deaconesses were merged into a common 

diaconate. 

As roles shifted and overlapped, elders and diaconate often 

settled into an arrangement of elders as primary leaders and 

diaconate as their assistants. Until the last few years this was 

the pattern at FCC Puyallup. Elders were partnered with two 

diaconate members for worship duties and pastoral care. 

In the last 50 years churches have 

transitioned from committee 

structures to team ministries, and 

again the role of the diaconate (and 

elders, too) are in flux. With the 

implementation of FCC’s ministry 

plan, diaconate ministry in our 

congregation was crafted after the 

story in Acts 6 of the first deacons. 

In Acts the 12 apostles, stretched by 

the needs of the growing church, 

proposed selecting individuals to 

serve at tables (diakonien), caring 

for the needs of the community. 

Taking that image of serving at table, FCC began to think 

about the diaconate as a group of individuals who embodied 

the hospitality of God. The traditional tasks of preparing the 

communion table for worship and providing hospitality in the 

fellowship time after worship both reflect divine welcome. In 

recent years the diaconate have experimented with other 

ways to practice hospitality by hosting congregational events, 

such as the very popular mystery dinners, chili cook-offs, 

potlucks, and progressive dinners. 

Continued on Page 2 

STEPPING BACK: Diaconate in the Disciples of Christ  
and a sabbatical year of discernment 

We experience God’s welcome 
in our celebration at the 

communion table and  
dream of being a reflection of 

that welcome in our acts  
of acceptance, forgiveness, 

generosity, justice and 

peacemaking. 

FCC Puyallup Ministry Plan 
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at the church, and other times in a location directly 

or indirectly linked to the book being discussed.  

‘Bookies’ welcome any and all to join them (whether 

the book has been read or not!).   

A book for July will be picked at the July 7
th
 meeting 

to be held at Bill and Connie Robey’s home at 7 pm. 

The First Christian Book Club started up in November 2008, reading their 

first book together, The Shack.  Since then a loyal but changing group  

of participants have read and discussed 78 books!  The Book  

Club meets on the first Tuesday of each month at a  

variety of locations; sometimes in a  

home, sometimes 

Crow Hollow by Michael Wallace, 
the FCC Book Club’s 78th book 

FCC PUYALLUP BOOK CLUB: 78 and counting! 

Diaconate  Continued from Page 1 FCC continues to celebrate its 

blessings! The work of the Spirit 

in its midst became evident in June 

as the following new leaders 

answered the call to serve and were 

affirmed: 

(term years) 

Finding a new focus from this changing vision for the 

diaconate has brought challenges. Facing the recruitment of 

four new diaconate members (out of a total of six) this year, 

the Council considered alternatives. Rather than bring on four 

new people to a group that needs clarity, the Council chose to  

place the office of diaconate on a one year hiatus.  

During the coming year, the vital tasks of communion 

preparation and service during worship will be filled by 

volunteers on an ad hoc basis overseen by the Worship team. 

Coffee and tea service will also be provided by volunteers on 

a weekly sign-up basis. 

The Council will encourage the coordination of special 

congregational events, which bring people together in a spirit 

of hospitality.  And, in its role as keepers of the vision of the 

congregation, the Council will use the coming year to discern 

how the role of the diaconate can be designed in order to be 

an integral part of our mission “to be a welcoming community 

which reflects God’s hospitality.”  

Want to help?  Sign up on the volunteer sheet  

by the front door to prepare communion, serve 

communion in Worship, prepare coffee and clean-up.  

Have an idea for a special congregational event or 

interested in working with others to host an event?  

Talk with a member of the church council  

(see the Who’s Who? list on page 4). 

Excerpts from: Encyclopedia of the 
Stone-Campbell Movement, Edited 
by Douglas A Foster, Paul M. 
Blowers, Anthony L. Dunnavant, D. 
Newell Williams, Grand Rapids: Wm. 
B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 2005  
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eat, drink, talk, think; conversation that matters 

drop-ins  
always welcome 

Serving this 
summer: 

Sign up on the 
narthex bulletin board 
to help with 
 Scripture reading 

 Greeting at the door 

 Writing & leading Prayers 
of the People 

 Making coffee & cleanup 
(snacks optional) 

 Preparing communion by 
intinction & cleanup 

 Serving communion by 
intinction 

 

Speak to Indoor 
Property Chair Robin 
Crabb to help with 

 Performing routine tasks 
as needed 

 Joining the team to help 
with indoor property needs 

On June 7th, worshippers sang and prayed 

from tables draped with red and white 

checked tablecloths, amid centerpieces of 

rocks, bark, and twigs, and take-aways from 

some of FCC’s ministry teams.  After 

Worship a picnic themed potluck was the 

backdrop for the final merriment of FCC 

Celebrates: bless . dream . share.  A good 

number of FCC folk brought picnic foods—

to share in the sanctuary—and a festive 

mood was on hand.  Fried chicken, potato 

salad, coleslaw, lemonade, chips, and other 

picnic staples filled plates and tummies. 

To keep the celebratory mood going, a “get 

to know each other” checklist was a great 

way to get up out of chairs and learn more 

about FCC friends (who knew Ercie had so 

many siblings?), and small cards which 

attendees filled out with “bless, dream, and 

share” highlights made up a visual celebration.  A wide variety of blessings were shared, 

underlining FCC Puyallup’s array of people and ministries striving to do God’s work.  Later the 

cards were fashioned into a three-piece mobile made of clothespins, embroidery hoops, and 

paints found in the art room. 

A year of celebration brought FCC friends together in rethinking the many positives about 

being Church, but make no mistake—the good things continue.  The best is yet to come! 

FCC CELEBRATES: Wrapping up a great year 

                 the forum  |  208 s meridian     

sundays at 6:30   |   july 12, 19, 26   august 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 



 

 

  WHO’S WHO AT FCC?:  It takes a village to be the church! 
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We dream of being a faithful 

community of God’s people 

whose spiritual practices of 

worship, prayer, study, and 

ministry nurture those who are 

seeking to live in the way of 

Jesus. 

First Christian Church of 

Puyallup is a gathering of 

diverse individuals called by God 

to live as a blessing in our own 

neighborhoods and in the world.  

Believing that every 

follower of Christ is gifted by 

God, we dream of being a 

family in which each person 

discovers their gifts and is 

supported in sharing those 

gifts with the world. 

We experience God’s 

welcome in our celebration at 

the communion table and dream  

of being a reflection of that 

welcome in our acts of 

acceptance, forgiveness, 

generosity, justice and 

peacemaking. 

FCC Guiding Vision 

Read the entire Ministry Plan 

which outlines the hoped-for 

future of the congregation: 

www.fccpuyallup.com/

guiding-vision 

GRATEFUL PRAISE:  From the desk of  

Sandy Messick, Regional Minister and President 

June 8, 2015 

Dear Pastor Nancy and members of First Christian, 

Thank you for your generous support of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and the 

Northwest Regional Christian Church during the first half of 2015 through your giving to the 

Disciples Mission Fund.  As you know, 67% of dollars given to DMF from our 

congregations are returned to the Northwest Region to support our work and ministry here. 

Ministry continues to happen in the Northwest Region as we support 

congregations in transition, encourage new congregations, provide 

opportunities for leadership development in youth and adults, and 

seek ways to be community together.  In Everett, WA a new 

congregation is forming under the leadership of pastors Luke and 

Rebecca Sumner. Summer camps are gearing up and starting soon.  

Leader development opportunities have happened in the form of a 

Stewardship Event in Spokane and a Congregational Finance 

workshop in Kent and more opportunities are planned for later in the summer and fall.  It’s 

a busy time but God is good and opportunities for ministry are plentiful. 

May God continue to bless your ministry in Puyallup and the work we are doing together as 

we work to build true community in our congregations and across the region.  Again, thank 

you for your generous support. 

Grace and peace, 

Sandy Messick, Regional Minister and President 

Northwest Regional Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
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After considering a need for a year, the Council 

created a new role for their team. The position of 

Council Moderator—a person to facilitate meetings, 

follow up with members, and keep things flowing—

will be filled by Janet Worden, last year’s 

Congregant-at-large.  Thank you so much, Janet! 

The First Christian Church Council is pleased to welcome Kelli Kays to 

their midst! Kelli, a nearly lifelong member of First Christian, saying “my 

earliest memory, I was four or five years old,” will begin a term as  

the Council’s Congregant-at-large, representing the  

congregation as their eyes and ears.       

Welcome, Kelli! 

The FCC Council: A promising church year begins 

Life of the Church in July 

Sunday Learning Circle ................... 8:45 am in July 

Sunday Adult Study ..........................Off for summer 

Sunday Worship Service ................................ 10 am 

Pub Theology ................................... Sun. - 6:30 pm 

...................................... The Forum, 208 S Meridian 

Rm. 16 reserved ..............................T, W, Th - 3 pm 

Puyallup Comm. Band ........................ Tues. - 7 pm 

Back Row Broads study ..................... Wed. - 10 am 
 

2.................................................. P.A.T. mtg. - 5 pm 

4................................................. Independence Day 

5........................... NO PUB THEOLOGY TONIGHT 

8........... Hangout volunteers’ potluck reunion - 5 pm 

9............................................ Elders meeting - 6 pm 

..................................... Bill & Connie Robey’s home 

15 ....... Faith Formation Speakers Series - 6:30 am 

.................... Artist Marilyn Valentine (Robin’s mom) 

.................... Interactive artwork, The Oracle Project 

18-22 ............ Disciples of Christ General Assembly  

19 ...... Potato Drive benefitting Puyallup Food Bank 

21 ............................................. Council reports due 

28 ............................................. Council mtg. - 7 pm 

July 15, 2015 - 6:30 pm  The Oracle Project 

Artist Marilyn Valentine (aka Robin’s mom!) will share her recently 

completed work of 37 years, The Oracle Project. Twelve poems on 

eight cubes are completely interchangeable; words may be read 

across and around each cube and onto any other.  Viewers will 

interactively  engage with all of the possibilities of poetry in three 

dimensions.  With 48 facets, the number of potential poetic 

connections in the Oracle totals over 110 billion! 

August 19, 2015 - 6:30 pm  Different Paths 

Danita Ross and Val Karjala share their story of faith as a same sex 

couple in the Christian Church. 

September 30, 2015 - 6:30 pm  The Church in Pioneer Puyallup 

Andy Anderson from the Puyallup Historical Society will share some 

of Puyallup's religious history.  

October 16, 2015 - 6:30 pm  Remembering Camp Harmony  

Elsie Taniguchi and Cho Shimizu share memories and family stories 

of growing up as detainees at the Puyallup Fairgrounds during WWII 

– a wartime experience just minutes from FCC’s door. 

FCC FAITH 
FORMATION 

DRIVE 

Sunday Spud-Day 

Help FCC help the Puyallup  

Food Bank!  Bring in a bag or  

a bushel for this one-day  

potato drive on Sunday, July 19
th

.   

Potatoes are important to the food bank and its clients 

because along with the variety of ways they can be 

prepared, they are filling, healthy, low fat, have no 

cholesterol, and are a good source of dietary fiber.   

How many pounds can FCC collect in one morning? 
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LIFELONG LEARNING: Keeping FCC youth in forefront of visioning 

“Our hoped for future: All individuals are proactively engaged 

in a lifelong process of learning and growing  

as followers of Christ.” — From the FCC Guiding Vision 

Summer is in full swing, which means fall and the start of a 

new ministry year are just around the corner.  FCC’s Faith 

Formation team is busy dreaming and re-visioning what 

“Sunday School” and “Youth Group” might look like in our 

setting today.  We’re rethinking traditions, re-framing pre-

conceived notions, and remembering that even in our small 

church we have children and youth to nurture and support. 

This month, Part Two: Youth Mentor 

Though their numbers are small, the youth at FCC are 

valued. They are an important part of who we are and who 

we want to be as a congregation.  If you’ve had the chance 

to get to know any of our youth, you’ll know they are busy, 

active, and involved in a variety of activities which keep 

them—and their parents—on the go.  We suspect that none 

of them would be eager to add another weekly commitment 

to their calendars, but we also know from observing  

that they are excited and willing to be involved in regional 

youth events, even taking on leadership roles and 

representing us as a congregation. 

The Faith Formation team has been pondering ways to keep 

encouraging the faith journeys of our youth and considering 

how we can nurture them; not only as they pursue their own 

interests, but also as they connect with others along the 

way. A partial scholarship for a week at camp is a great 

start, but only scratches the surface of opportunities. How  

do we extend this without adding to already full schedules? 

One idea is to provide a youth mentor within our church who 

would keep them at the forefront of planning in all activities, 

reconnecting with the youth and youth pastor in the region, 

and supporting them as they plan activities. 

What might this look like?  No experience is necessary—just 

a caring heart.  A Youth Mentor: someone who cares for and 

wants to encourage our teens.  It doesn’t have to mean 

weekly meetings, Sunday curriculum, or even meetings at 

all.  It may just be someone who intentionally reaches out 

and says hello on Sundays, checking in and seeing how 

school is going.  It may mean following up by email, text, or 

phone, or perhaps going to school activities just because 

they care.  It could be someone who would look at all church 

activities through the eyes of our teens and asking how they 

can take part, thinking of ways to include them, and 

challenging us all to make sure it is meaningful  

and even fun for them to be  

involved.   

Reconnecting with the region 

The Northwest Region of the Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ) not only hosts a week of summer camp each year, but 

has a regional youth commission (RYC), winter camp, and 

within the last year, a person specifically called to focus on 

and nurture the youth in our region. Occasionally there are 

opportunities for region-wide teens to get together and enjoy 

spending time and growing together. How can we show 

support for these programs and encourage those who are 

called to encourage our youth?  Perhaps we could host a 

regional youth event or help with fundraising through a special 

offering.  Maybe we invite the region’s Youth & Children's 

Ministry Coordinator to share what’s going on in the region and 

to hear the dreams, goals, and vision for reaching out to more 

teens. Maybe it’s an all church bowling event hosted by our 

youth—a chance for us to get to know them better and remind 

them that they are important to us. 

Stepping up to a challenge 

How ever we do it, let’s 

each take on this 

challenge—to look at 

our church from the 

outside in and notice 

ways we can be 

welcoming, supporting, 

encouraging, and 

nurturing, not only to 

FCC teens, but those in 

the neighborhood or 

who may pop in on the 

occasional Sunday.  

Our Ministry Plan says 

“we care for each other 

and grow trusting 

relationships through 

open communication, 

hard work and joy-filled endeavors.  Our one-anothering  

is evident and welcoming to friends and guests….”   

Let’s make sure our teens hear that message loud and clear! 

We’d love to hear your ideas and input and welcome more 

helpers in making dreams a reality. To add your thoughts or 

lend a hand, contact any member of the Faith Formation team 

or any Council Member… just a few minutes a month could 

make a huge difference. 

Blessings, 

      Gretchen, C onnie, Karrin, and Luetta 

1990s FCC Youth 
Group Winter 
Retreat at Camp 
Koinonia. 
 

Recognize 
anyone? 

 
(Photo may also 
be seen hanging 
in the church 
hallway.) 



 

 

GREEN 

CHALICE CONGREGATION 

Worship ______  11am Oct-May 

  _____________ 10am Jun-Sep 

Sun Studies __ 9:45am Oct-May 

  _______________  off Jun-Sep 

253.845.6232 

  

www.fccpuyallup.com 

SUMMER CAMP REGISTRATIONS AVAILABLE:  

 

 

First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ) 

Pastor Nancy Gowler Johnson 

623 - 9th Avenue SW 

P.O. Box 516 

Puyallup, WA  98371 

253.845.6232 

Return Service Requested 

visit us at www.FCCPuyallup.com

july birthdays 
 1 .......................................................... Joy Clark 

 2 ............................................ Benjamin Johnson 

 3 ................................................ Kayla Stanhope 

 6 ................................................... Greg Johnson 

 7 ..................................................... Dennis Long 

12 ............................................... Nancy Freeman 

13 ................................................ Payden Stumpf 

13 ............................................. Katrina Gonzales 

17 ...................................................... Betty Caley 

25 ..................................................... Linda Fisher 

25 .................................................... Orval Fowler 

25 ......................................... Brandon Kosakoski 

26 .............................................. Sharon Yanasak 

31 ................................................ Kristofor Goatz 

anniversaries 
  4 ................................. Gretchen & Isaac Mertes 

  8 ............................. Eunice & Sherman Squires 

  9 ................................... Nancy & Greg Johnson 

26 ....................................... Ginny & Fred Docker 

 

 

 

remember your baptism 
Summer 1964 ............................... Janet Worden 

July 1951 ..................................... Claudia Lester 

July 11, 1993 ................................. Luetta Patton 

July 21, 1996 ................................... Tina Blevins 

July 21, 1996 .............................. Deleena Patton 

Camp Roganunda - Naches, Wash. 

Junior Camp (Grades 4-6): Aug. 3-8 

Chi Rho Camp (Grades 7-9): Aug. 3-8 

CYF Camp (Grades 10-12 & Grads): Aug. 3-8 

Camp Gwinwood - Lacey, Wash. 

Kids Camp (Grades 2-3): July 6-9 

Junior Camp (Grades 4-6): July 6-11 

** Due to a volunteer shortage,  
Gwinwood and Roganunda Chi-Rho and  

CYF Camps will combine this year. 

Get forms at www.disciplesnw.org/ministry/nwrcc-summer-camps  

http://www.disciplesnw.org/mtg/93f77b8e6838f590bf692d91cab32232/1431967975/c/eNorsCovL9dLySxOzizISS3OK9fLL0rXz83MyywuKarUzysvSk7WLS7NzU0t0k1OzC0oBgDjexNa/82b351d8dc8d38a8fe6a7aa375de0d10

