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First Christian

...CALLED BY GOD TO LIVE AS A BLESSING...

Chimes

With grateful hearts, the 2012 Nominating Team of Robin Crabb, Katheryn Kusick,
Joyce Wolff, and Pastor Nancy turned over to the Council and congregation the
fruits of their prayerful pairing of gifts and ministry.
At a congregational meeting, members present welcomed with a resounding “Amen!”
this roster of nominees.
Please be sure to thank outgoing servants Karrie Cheek, Joyce Riffe
(Diaconate), and Luetta Patton (Trustee), and welcome with gratitude the
following people who heard God’s calling and accepted the invitation and
challenge of serving the FCC Puyallup congregation:

At-Large Congregant
to the Council .............. Ray Smith (1)
Diaconate .... Sharol Cook (3), Bonita Goatz (3)
Elder ..................... David Cieszynski (3)
Elder Emeritus ....................... Karl Raup
Financial Recording
Secretary ................... Karl Raup (1)
Interim Co-Trustees .......... Herb Crabtree (1)
Eunice Squires (1)

visit us at www.FCCPuyallup.com

What Do Disciples of Christ Believe?
Like most Christians, Disciples affirm:
 Jesus Christ is the son of the Living God, and offers saving grace to all
 All persons are God’s children

Beliefs and practices usually associated with Disciples include:
 Open Communion. The Lord’s Supper or Communion is
celebrated in weekly worship. It is open to all who believe in
Jesus Christ.
 Freedom of belief. Disciples are called together around one
essential of faith: belief in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.
Persons are free to follow their consciences guided by the
Bible, the Holy Spirit, study and prayer, and are expected to
extend that freedom to others.
 Baptism by immersion. In baptism, the old self-centered life is
set aside and a new life of trust in God begins. Although
Disciples practice baptism by immersion, other baptism
traditions are honored.

A chalice with
St. Andrew’s Cross
is the logo of the
Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)

 Belief in the oneness of the church. All Christians are called to be one in Christ and to seek opportunities for
common witness and service.
 The ministry of believers. Both ministers and lay persons lead in worship, service and spiritual growth.

july birthdays
1 ........................................................................ Joy Clark

13 ................................................................ Katie McCord

2 .......................................................... Benjamin Johnson

13 ...........................................................Katrina Gonzales

3 .............................................................. Kayla Stanhope

17 .................................................................... Betty Caley

6 ................................................................. Greg Johnson

21 .................................................................... Ed Markum

11 ................................................................. Allysha Clark

22 ................................................................. Loni Markum

12 ............................................................. Nancy Freeman

25 .................................................................. Linda Fisher

13 ...................................................................... Ken Maas

25 ....................................................... Brandon Kosakoski

13 .............................................................. Payden Stumpf

26 ............................................................Sharon Yanasak
31 .............................................................. Kristofor Goatz

anniversaries

remember your baptism

1 .............................................. Darelee & Harold Phillips

July 1, 1937 ................................................ Harold Phillips

8 ........................................... Eunice & Sherman Squires

July 11, 1993 ............................................... Luetta Patton

9 ................................................. Nancy & Greg Johnson

July 21, 1996 ................................................. Tina Blevins

26 ..................................................... Ginny & Fred Docker

July 21, 1996 ............................................ Deleena Patton
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odds-n-ends
RANDOM THOUGHTS FROM PASTOR NANCY

"Now travel back in your own
life to a time before this time,
and find yourself in a doorway..."
The writing prompt seemed straightforward enough.
Imagine yourself in a doorway and write about what
you envision. After 25 minutes of writing, the
participants in this summer's writing group shared
their writings one by one. Each story filled with
energy and surprise. It was only then I realized what
a powerful image a doorway can be.
Doorways from our past may open up to memories
of fondness and love. We recall moments of
adventure from our childhoods, forbidden rooms
explored. We may uncover mundane memories of
daily life or the exhilaration of joyous
homecomings. But doorways can also lead to
times of fear or anger, times of helplessness
and despair.
Certain
doorways
may
be
foreboding, bringing back
to our consciousness times
we would rather keep
hidden away.
Thresholds
require
a
decision on our part. Shall
we go through? Enter in to
the space on the other side?
Or shall we stay where we
are? Perhaps turn back and
find another way?
Major moments in our lives
begin in the pause at the
doorway before we take that next
step. The bride standing at the
door of the sanctuary, waiting for
her musical cue. The freshman college student turning
the key in their dorm room lock. The patient wheeled
through the doorway to the operating room. Hopes,
dreams, fears and longings all find themselves colliding
in those eternal and yet fleeting moments.

My personal writing
that day took me to a
doorway in my past.
What started out as a
lighthearted
childhood adventure, soon
began to explore a
place that held hurtful
memories for a loved
one. As the words
filled the page I
understood a little
more how difficult that
time and place must
have been for her. And
I loved her even more.
Even though in
many ways the doorway
was hers, not mine, the story brings us closer.
Revisiting a doorway of pain from the past
with love and intentionality can foster
healing and reconciliation now.
Who we are is a composite of all those
doorways walked through and those that
were left uncrossed. The wise among us
learn to embrace our doorway moments,
to listen for the beckoning of the Spirit
as she gently leads us. There will be
times of joy and love—those doorways
are often easy to cross. And yet even
when the way seems filled with pain
and sorrow, the promise of God's
abiding presence stays with us.

The writing group is a program of The Hangout Dropin Center. Guests and volunteers join in a time of
personal reflection and writing. It meets on
Wednesdays from 2-3:30 pm. The group is open to all.
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On Being Grateful: A Powerful Mindset
CULTIVATING

AN

ATTITUDE OF GRATITUDE IN ALL THINGS

A number of years ago, although I was serving a good
supportive congregation, I was not content. Instead I was
disappointed I had not been chosen for a new position. During that period I began to earnestly live with
Paul's letter to the Philippians. Paul is in prison. His future was dim. Yet among other important faith professions, he wrote “I have learned to be content with
whatever I have” and “Rejoice in the Lord always!”
I

prayed for Paul's
outlook. I wondered
about how I could
daily possess that
perspective.
I
became
aware
that
when
someone asked
me how I was,
my
standard
remark was “I am
good.”

Here is a simple change
that I could make that would
help me remember Paul's perspective.
From then on I endeavor that when someone asks me
“How are you?” I will respond by saying “I am grateful.”
I need to add, that it is not that I am always grateful. It is
more a prayer, “God help me in all circumstances to be
grateful.” It is a public confession in a simple way to
remember that in my baptism, I am called to be steward
of the mysteries of God. It is God who has entrusted
everything I have and am. I am not entitled to the life,
wife, family, church, time, talent, money and
opportunities which God has entrusted for me to steward.
Sometimes this response is sorely tested. When our 39
year old son-in-law had a complete blockage of his right
carotid artery causing a major stroke, it challenged that
perspective. Eventually, in the midst of fear, grief and
anxiety, I was able to mumble “I am grateful that God
has provided medical resources to save his life and the
support of family, friends and an attentive pastor who
prayed prayers we were not able to utter.”

In 2006, I told this story to a congregation which I was
consulting. I particularly recall looking at Agnes. Her
face was filled with as much discontent and disgust as
anyone I have ever met. But when I returned to the
congregation five weeks later, Agnes came to me. I
hardly recognizer her for she had a smile on her face. She
told me her story, “I work as a dispatcher in our local
police department. I get yelled at a lot. But, I decided to
accept your challenge. Ever since that time, whenever
someone in the department asks me, ‘Agnes, how are
you?’ I give them a smile and tell them, “I am
grateful!” They are surprised and look at me. Some
say, “What in H_ _ _ has got into you?”
When you’re out and about and someone asks you, I
challenge you to respond, “I am grateful!” You’ll be
surprised at some of the responses you’ll get, [and] it will
help you remember you have the privilege and a responsibility to be a steward of all God has entrusted to you.
Now tell me, how are you? And just how are you going
to respond when someone says, for what?
Grace & Peace,
Jerry Hoffman
Director of the Center for Stewardship Leaders

FCC Giving
06/03 General Fund ..................................... $3105.00
Pentecost Offering ............................. $ 10.00
06/10 General Fund .................................... $1480.00
The Hangout ...................................... $ 151.50
06/17 General Fund ..................................... $ 860.00
06/24 General Fund ..................................... $ 980.00

*To meet 2012’s budgeted General Offering income,
weekly General Fund giving must average $1442.31.
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Third Year for FCC Adopt-a-Student Ministry
BACKPACK & SUPPLIES MINISTRY REWARDING FOR GIVERS

AND RECEIVERS

For the third year, friends of FCC will “adopt” local
homeless kids and outfit them with backpacks filled
with supplies needed to start the school year off right.
Helping Hand House, Puyallup’s family homeless
shelter, will again provide a list of students, along with
lists of required supplies for each child's school. In
2011 HHH had over 100 homeless children in their
Adopt-a-Student program, and First Christian’s
extended family of generous givers provided 20
backpacks full of supplies and $370 worth of loose
supplies to children in need.

Last year 20 generously filled packs, several boxes of supplies and their
future owners were prayed for in Worship. Donations were delivered to
Helping Hand House to assure local homeless students a happy start to
the school year.

Let’s do it again! If you’d like to provide a filled
backpack, sign up in the narthex or contact Robin
Crabb for information. Donated loose supplies, empty
packs, and cash gifts are also welcome (last year
several FCC youth shopped for their own adopted
kids); please mark checks “Backpacks” and drop in
the offering plate.

GwinwoodDates

Entering Grades

Dates

Kids Camp.......................... 2, 3 ......................... Aug. 6-9
Junior Camp ..................... 4, 5, 6 ..................... Aug. 6-11
Chi Rho Camp ................. 7, 8, 9 ............. July 30-Aug. 4
CYF Camp .............. 10, 11, 12, Grads .... July 30-Aug. 4

Campers—get Gwinwood registration forms at church
or at www.disciplesnw.org/whatshappening/
summercamp.html. The church will fund 50% of the
tuition for church youth—contact the office for details.
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First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ)
623 - 9th Ave. SW
P.O. Box 516
Puyallup, WA 98371
(253) 845-6232

life of the church in july
Summer Worship ................................... Sundays - 10 am
The Hangout Homeless Drop-in Center .... M, W, F - noon
Puyallup Community Band rehearsal ........ Tuesdays 7 pm
Property Team ..............................Wednesdays - 9:30 am
Women’s Study (BRB) .....................Wednesdays - 10 am
Writing Group (Hangout & Friends) ...Wednesdays - 2 pm
Men’s Study ........................................... Thursdays - 7 pm
3 ........................................... Book Club Gathering - 7 pm
4 ......................................................... Independence Day
8 ................................ Ministry Fair - before/after Worship
16 .......................................... Lunch with a Friend - 10 am

SAVE THE DATES: Aug. 5th—Kelli Kays’ baby shower & Aug. 26th—Katie Peterson’s bridal shower

Join the Book Club!
READING EAST OF THE MOUNTAINS BY DAVID GUTERSON
From the author of Snow Falling on Cedars comes a bestselling novel about a
dying man’s final journey through a landscape that has always sustained him and
provided him with hope and challenges.
When he discovers he has terminal cancer, retired heart surgeon Ben Givens
refuses to sit back and wait. Instead he takes his beloved dogs and goes on a last
hunt, determined to end his life on his own terms.
The Book Club meets the first Tuesday of every month. Join the Club at FCC on Tuesday, July 3rd at 7 pm
as readers focus conversation on The Road to Grace by Richard Paul Evans.
Book Club selections are always featured on the FCC Puyallup website Amazon page.
visit us at www.FCCPuyallup.com
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