July 9, 2020

Look on the bright side
MUCH TO BE GRATEFUL FOR
Celebrating our successes
While Washington State remains in Phase 2 of the Safe
Start plan for reopening businesses and we have
passed the four-month mark of staying home, it may
look on the surface like there’s not much happening at
FCC Puyallup. On the contrary, there’s a lot going on
and much to celebrate. In the 18 weeks since we last
gathered, Morning Prayers sessions have been
established and continue on Mondays, Wednesdays,
and Fridays. Evening Prayers began in week one and
remain an important part of the flow of the week on
Tuesdays and Thursdays. The Faith Formation children’s
ministry audience has doubled in size, and weekly
lessons bring our kids together as we pass on our faith
to them. We’ve had Pub Theology, Book Club, and our
Speakers Series on Zoom. Virtual Worship has garnered
a faithful and appreciative audience, and the hope is
that folks are finding God present no matter where
they are. We’ll even install a new elder this week.
And in the midst
of all this, FCC
leadership teams
are meeting
more often than
ever to make the
best plans and
decisions for the
future of God’s
church in Puyallup. To learn more about new and
longtime names on the teams at FCC, take a look at
page 2 and our roster of servant leaders called Who’s
Who at First Christian Church?

Giving options
SAFE ONLINE GIVING
Donate quickly and safely once or set up recurring gifts
to the fund of your choice at fccpuyallup.com/donate

EASY MOBILE GIVING APP
1.
2.
3.

Install the GivePlus Church app from Google Play or
the App Store.
Search the app for First Christian Church of Puyallup
using zip code 98371.
Give (If you‘ve given on our website Donate page,
use your existing login.)

AUTO-PAY FROM YOUR BANK
Ask your bank to set up automatic payments to FCC.

MAIL A CHECK TO OUR P.O. BOX
Make checks out to First Christian Church and mail to:
P.O. Box 516, Puyallup, WA 98371

AMAZON SMILE
Start by clicking the Amazon graphic at fccpuyallup.com/
amazon and Amazon will help to support FCC Puyallup.

2020 FCC PUYALLUP WEEKLY GIVING:

Continued on Page 2
No onsite worship, all weeks. ++ denotes mailed checks deposited.

Who’s Who at First Christian Church of Puyallup?
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Sunday Worship Notes

THE BRIDE | REVELATION 21:1-6
Guest Preacher: Rev. Mitch Becker

When we think about heaven we usually imagine a place “up there” somewhere that we go after we die. But
that’s not the nature of things in The Revelation, because is this book you don’t go up to heaven but rather
heaven comes down to us. “And I saw a holy city, a new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.” What this signifies is that God has come to dwell among God’s
people, and rather than the death and destruction we’ve become accustomed to while reading through this
book, now we have the creation of a new covenant and a new world. This new world is described in the text: “…
he will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning nor
crying nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.”

And all this happens as a result of God’s speaking it into being in the same way God speaks creation into being in
the book of Genesis. God says, “See, I am making all things new.” So God’s new creation is going to replace this
deadly, torn, raped, angry, sick, evil, revengeful, hurtful, and painful world. And the church is called to make a
choice in which it can be a part of this new creation or not, and to be a part means to die to the old life, and
embrace the new life brought to us through Christ’s sacrifice, and this is a core message in The Revelation. John of
Patmos is given this vision and now shares it with the rest of the church inviting believers to see what he sees.
John tries every way he can think of to put this vision into words which can be comprehended by others, but it’s
difficult because this newly created world is so far beyond our everyday experience, and really exceeds the
limitations of our imaginations. We can never come to fully grasp what’s being described, but we can in faith
desire to e a part of it, and do what is necessary to partake in God’s revamping of the world. John has been given
the privilege of seeing a future filled with hope and promise, wherein this new heaven and earth no longer suffers
from pain such as crying, mourning, death, terrorism, HIV/AIDSS, cancer, and all likes of human brokenness. This is
truly the dream of God made manifest and we’re invited to be a part of it.
This invitation is not meant to be understood as an escape into an alternative world, but rather an opportunity to
hop on board, so to speak, and fully engage God to the extent the power of God and the Lamb can be
experienced in this present world. This is why God comes down out of heaven to dwell with us, so we can more
readily partner with God and do the work that makes God’s dream a reality. And this reality is to be a very present
reality, something we’re engaged in in the present moment. To experience it in the present means to know the joy
of the Lord right here and now!
John’s vision is not something brand new as we can see by turning to the prophet Isaiah who prophesied in the
eighth century before Christ.
For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; and the former things shall not be remembered or come into
mind. But be glad and rejoice for ever in that which I create; for behold, I create a Jerusalem rejoicing, and her
people a joy. I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and be glad in my people; no more shall be heard in it the sound of
weeping and the cry of distress. (Isaiah 65:17-19)
To best understand what John and Isaiah mean by a new heaven and new earth we need to think in terms of
consciousness because that’s what is being transformed and made new. The best way to think of it is to see “a
new heaven” as a transformed state of human consciousness, and “the new earth” is the physical result or
consequence of this transformation. Eckhart Tolle spells it out clearly in his book, “A New Earth.”

The inspiration for the title of his book came from a Bible prophecy that seems more applicable now than at any
other time in human history. It occurs in both the Old and the New testament and speaks of the collapse of the
existing world order and the arising of “a new heaven and earth.” We need to understand that heaven is not a
location but refers to the inner realm of consciousness. This is the esoteric meaning of the word, and this is also its
meaning in the teachings of Jesus.
Earth, on the other hand, is the outer manifestation in form, which is always a reflection of the inner. Collective
human consciousness and life on our planet is intrinsically connected. “A new heaven” is the emergence of a
transformed state of consciousness, and “a new earth” is its reflection in the physical realm. Since human life and
human consciousness are intrinsically one with the life of the planet, as the old consciousness dissolves, there are
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bound to be synchronistic geographic and climatic natural upheavals in many parts of the planet, some of which we
are already witnessing now. (p. 23)
Eckhart is showing us that what was meant so long ago by the phrase “A new heaven and a new earth” is that it has
to do with what the Apostle Paul refers to when he says, “We have the mind of Christ.” (1 Corinthians 2:16) As we
assume this mind of Christ, day by day, by following in his footsteps, and practicing his teachings, the earth itself
cannot help but be affected and changed, since the outer world is merely a reflection of the inner world. This
intrinsic connection between our outer and inner world is made difficult for us to see because the culture constantly
tells us we exist as separate beings with limited influence upon our surroundings. But this individualized perception is in
grave error, and needs to be rectified through a disciplined prayer practice. There is no easy way to get there but to
learn how to quiet the cultural messages allowing God to heal and make us whole.
To heal and be made whole means to be recommended to ourselves, God and the creation. Of course, the culture
doesn’t want this to happen because it wants us to see ourselves as separate needy little consumers. This leads to a
state of anxiety and a self-preoccupation about how we’re going to take care of ourselves. In a word it’s all about
ego and meeting the relentless demands it generates. Jesus was quite clear about the need to let go of this egoic
understanding of ourselves and embracing the God of grace who is caring for each of us, and has been since our
birth, 24/7. He puts it like this:
“You can’t worship two gods at once. Loving one god, you’ll end up hating the other. Adoration of one feeds
contempt for the other. You can’t worship God and Money both.

“If you decide for God, living a life of God-worship, it follows that you don’t fuss about what’s on the table at
mealtimes or whether the clothes in your closet are in fashion. There is far more to your life than the food you put in
your stomach, more to your outer appearance than the clothes you hang on your body. Look at the birds, free and
unfettered, not tied down to a job description, careless in the care of God. And you count far more to him than birds.
“Has anyone by fussing in front of the mirror ever gotten taller by so much as an inch? All this time and money wasted
on fashion—do you think it makes that much difference? Instead of looking at the fashions, walk out into the fields
and look at the wildflowers. They never primp or shop, but have you ever seen color and design quite like it? The ten
best-dressed men and women in the country look shabby alongside them.
“If God gives such attention to the appearance of wildflowers—most of which are never even seen—don’t you think
he’ll attend to you, take pride in you, do his best for you? What I’m trying to do here is to get you to relax, to not be
so preoccupied with getting, so you can respond to God’s giving. People who don’t know God and the way he
works fuss over these things, but you know both God and how he works. Steep your life in God-reality, God-initiative,
God-provisions. Don’t worry about missing out. You’ll find all your everyday human concerns will be met.
“Give your entire attention to what God is doing right now, and don’t get worked up about what may or may not
happen tomorrow. God will help you deal with whatever hard things come up when the time comes. (Matthew 6:2534; The Message)
When Karen and I took our trip to Thailand more than a year ago, I was pretty anxious about traveling that far. We
had to cross 16 time zones, and I knew that would affect both of us. We’re not real old but we’re not real young
either. There are also the difficulties one faces in a culture so very unlike our own including the vast language barrier.
Usually when we travel out of the country many of the people we encounter know enough English to communicate
with us, but not so in Thailand.
On the first night after our arrival I woke up around 1 am and had to journal and pray because I felt disoriented both
from fatigue and being in such a strange place. We were not staying at a resort separate from the culture, but were
smack-dab in the heart of the third-world along with drunken people and prostitutes on Bang La Street. The
commotion from the partying on the street went on most of the night, and I was trusting God in that God would “help
me deal with whatever hard things” came up in Thailand.
My experience in the way God helps me cope is by me making the effort to allow God to reach me. The way I do
that is by recognizing when my ego is having a hey-day with me as it was that first night in Thailand, and quieting its
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constant fretting, and needy nature, by journaling my thoughts and then letting them go. I can do this only
because I’ve spent so many hours in meditation that it’s practically as easy as breathing. But I can’t reach that
meditative state unless I cope with the crazy, egoic thinking first. That’s what journaling and Tai Chi help me do.
After that I can settle down into the quiet place within me.
Once I reach the quiet place something happens that I can’t describe in words. I know that heaven is within us,
and it is reachable. Once you transcend into heaven it no matters where you are, or what circumstances you find
yourself, because the grace one finds within results in a grace-filled world without. It’s like Richard Rohr begins with
most of his lectures by saying, “People don’t see the world the way it is, they see it the way they are.” Once
immersed into the grace of God within it’s no longer possible to see anything other than grace on the outside. The
world can no longer be a threat in any manner because God is now caring for you. Each time I transcended into
God’s grace, and it happened several times on the trip – afterward I simply went back to bed and back to sleep.
And why not? If God Almighty is taking care of me what in the world do I have to worry about?
This Secret Place devotion also points us in the right direction:
Giving little Brandon a bath was so much fun – until it came to washing his hair. He would not lie back in the tub’s
shallow water. So I washed his hair with him sitting up. I used baby shampoo so it wouldn’t sting his eyes, but he still
cried. He would look down and the soap suds would slide down his face. Using a cup to rinse out the soap
caused more dismay, sputtering, and spitting. “Look up, Brandon,” I would say, “and the water will not go down
your face.” But it was to no avail.
When we are distressed, how often do we look down – looking at the turmoil wrapping its tentacles around our
lives, then looking to our own selves to solve the problem? If we just listen, we will hear our God saying, “Look up to
me.” No one is better equipped and more knowledgeable to help us in times of trouble.
She’s right on target only I wouldn’t use the words “look up” but rather look within ourselves because that’s where
God is. Looking within makes us uncomfortable because we’d really like to keep God at a safer distance where
we might be able to exercise some control. Of course, that’s silly because we don’t have any control other than
the illusions our ego creates for us. Because we imagine ourselves to be separate from God we think we can
guide the course of our own lives, but the reality is we’re intimately connected to God and everything else in
creation. When that’s viewed in the correct perspective it is the most comforting, reassuring and peaceful
awareness there is. It is the joy of the Lord and the peace of God.
So don’t look up, look within, and know that all your notions about you own self-security and well-being apart from
that relationship within is mere fantasy. When trouble and distress come those notions won’t get you very far, and
it’s best if you can let them go now. Because it’s only in dying to our make-believe world that we can be opened
up to receive the real world God has created, and from that place we can fully participate with God and God’s
revamping of our broken world. The renewal of the world is happening whether we are consciously participating
in it or not. God is moving ahead with God’s divine plan with or without us. It’s happening. It is what is.
I’ll close by telling you something which happened that helped me get on the plane to Thailand. One time when I
was in meditation, prior to the trip, I suddenly saw myself already there. It’s not like I could see my surroundings
clearly or that I felt the climate or something like that. What I saw was myself in Thailand, and at the same time I
knew it was the future, and that it had already happened or maybe it was happening at the same time. The
experience was not unlike another religious experience I once had where real time collapsed and was no longer a
factor. I simply knew that my being in Thailand either already happened or it was happening in that moment.
And this brought me a sense of comfort about going, because if I’d already done it I guess I was going to be okay.
Where God is time doesn’t exist, and we can’t understand this with our commonplace notions of ourselves and the
world we live in. These lives we are living are far stranger and mysterious than we’re allowing ourselves to know.
Thankfully God loves us and is caring for us, now and forever.
Rev. Mitch Becker | July 5, 2020
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visit us at www.FCCPuyallup.com

First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ)
623 - 9th Avenue SW
P.O. Box 516
Puyallup, WA 98371
253.845.6232

Return Service Requested

Through the week
Learning Circle: 9:30 am Sundays (Zoom)
The adult Learning Circle meets on Zoom and is using a DVD
series, First Light - Jesus & the Kingdom of God – you’re invited!
https://zoom.us/j/93162782080 | Mtg. ID: 931 6278 2080

Curated Online Worship: Sundays starting 7 am
(www.fccpuyallup.com/sermons)
FCC Puyallup Worship is online in interactive services of videos,
scripture, prayer, and music. Available starting at 7 am, and
then at your convenience.

Zoom [Pub] Theology: 7 pm Summer Sundays
Join the 7th season of FCC’s Pub Theology, this year on Zoom.
https://zoom.us/j/97575580558 | Mtg. ID: 975 7558 0558

Morning Prayers: 9:15 am M-W-F (Facebook Live)
Start the day centered in a time of prayer, poem, and
scripture on Facebook Live. You can also view Morning
Prayer videos any time on the FCC Facebook page:
facebook.com/FCCPuyallup, and the FCC website:
www.fccpuyallup.com/morning-prayers
Now encouraging volunteers—take a turn, with support!

Evening Prayers: 8 pm T & Th (Zoom)
Reflect on the day with scripture and prayer. Check in
with friends, consider gratitude, acknowledge concerns,
share prayer requests. This meaningful time of prayer
and fellowship is being led by volunteers. Take a turn?

https://zoom.us/j/92157439193 | Mtg. ID: 921 5743 9193

Zoom help available
Nobody’s favorite thing is change. We all dig our heels in when something has
been comfortable and then we are asked to toss all that for something new.
We all have things that we just don’t want to try. And maybe yours has been
Zoom. It seems too techy, too frustrating, too much effort.
And yet, at the same time, Zoom gatherings have been invaluable in this time of
working and meeting from home. If you have struggled to take that first step,
let’s see if we can’t get you a little help and get you back in touch with friends
and church family, and feeling like you are a part of the church we all love.
If you would like Zoom support and have a computer (with speakers and
microphone), a tablet, or a smartphone, let your elder know you could use help,
and they will try to find that help for you. We’ve missed your face—join us!
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