
 

 

 

SAFE  ONLINE  GIVING 
Donate quickly and safely once or set up recurring gifts 

to the fund of your choice at  fccpuyallup.com/donate 

EASY  MOBILE  GIVING  APP   
1. Install the GivePlus Church app from the App Store 

or Google Play. 

2. Search the app for First Christian Church of Puyallup 

using zip code 98371. 

3. Give (If you have previously given on our website 

Donate page, please use your existing login.) 

AUTO-PAY  FROM  YOUR  BANK   
Ask your bank to set up automatic payments to FCC.   

MAIL  A  CHECK  TO  OUR  P.O.  BOX   
Make checks out to First Christian Church and mail to:  

P.O. Box 516, Puyallup, WA  98371 

AMAZON  SMILE  
Start by clicking the Amazon graphic at fccpuyallup.com/

amazon and Amazon will help to support FCC Puyallup. 

 

STILL READING AFTER ALL THESE MONTHS 
Tuesday, July 7th at 6:30 pm on Zoom 

 

FCC’s Book Club is back!  After a Spring hiatus they’ll 

meet Tuesday, June 7th at 6:30 pm on Zoom to share 

thoughts about American Dirt by Jeanine Cummins. 

The Book Club has been a constant of the FCC 

Puyallup calendar through 11 years and 118 books.  

Guests have become friends and some have become 

First Christian longtime worshipers and members.   

ALL are welcome to join this casual and fun-loving 

group.  Even reading the book is not a requirement to 

stick a toe in to test the waters. Visitors, guests, drop-

ins, family members, and friends are all encouraged to 

pop in and say hello.  Happy reading! 

 

Simply use this web address to join in at 6:30 pm: 

https://zoom.us/j/92525652650  | Mtg ID:  92525652650 

Audio:  Dial  253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 

July 2, 2020 

No onsite worship, all weeks.   ++ denotes mailed checks deposited. 

 Book Club reunites 

2020 FCC PUYALLUP WEEKLY GIVING: 

Giving options 



 

 

June 29, 2020 

Dear Congregations in the Northern Lights Region, 

I’m writing to tell you, your pastor is tired!  At our recent Commission on Ministry meeting, we 

discussed an article by John Dobbs entitled, “The Coming Pastoral Crash.” In it, he described the 

stress and fatigue our congregational pastors are experiencing during this time of the COVID-19 

Pandemic. https://johndobbs.com/the-coming-pastoral-crash/?

fbclid=IwAR2UTsbwoRy6yrI3om0pXnQUgvVuY82O1qQc6DazxF6ldAZlBQBTIrIfuUI 

The author lays out some of the places of stress for pastors in these challenging times: 

• They are serving in ways they were not trained for, learning new 

technologies and adaptive practices on the fly.  

• They are often working 7 days/week without taking days off because, as 

those who work from home know, it’s hard to disengage when one is always 

at the office.  

• Those of you working from home know that attending meetings on Zoom 

are as tiring or more tiring than in-person meetings, and many of our 

pastors are attending or leading a lot of them!   

• They are worried about you, and about the congregation, and about the 

future. They recognize the financial challenges of their members who may 

be working reduced hours or been laid off or been out of work because they 

were sick, and they know how these financial challenges ripple out and are 

reflected in congregational giving.  

• Like all of us, they don’t know how long this new normal will last or what it 

will look like on the other side. Nor do they know how best to lead the 

congregation through this wilderness, but they are committed to giving 

their best. 

I would add to that list the additional stressors of those whose spouses have been laid off, or who 

are caring for children at home and trying to homeschool while also keeping up with the work of 

the church. Sometimes congregations can’t see all their pastors are doing to keep congregations 

moving forward and may wonder if their pastor is putting in the hours. 
 

 A note from the Regional Minister 

We don’t have a settled pastor... but we do have staff and volunteers putting in long hours and careful 

thought to being attentive to a whole new set of needs of our church. FCC’s council, elders, on-call pastor, 

Pastoral Search Team, Worship, Faith Formation, Trustees, and other ministry teams are dedicated and 

vigilant, meeting often and prayerfully doing their best as volunteers who haven’t been through these 

current scenarios—let alone all of them at once—and who are also grieving and feeling losses… all from 

home.  The work isn’t perfect, there are known gaps, and there’s no 

instruction manual for a church to navigate a pandemic, but they don’t 

give up!  Please continue to hold in constant prayer all those who are 

working on behalf of the congregation, as they do each of you.  ♥ 
You’re always 

in our prayers! 

https://johndobbs.com/the-coming-pastoral-crash/?fbclid=IwAR2UTsbwoRy6yrI3om0pXnQUgvVuY82O1qQc6DazxF6ldAZlBQBTIrIfuUI
https://johndobbs.com/the-coming-pastoral-crash/?fbclid=IwAR2UTsbwoRy6yrI3om0pXnQUgvVuY82O1qQc6DazxF6ldAZlBQBTIrIfuUI


 

 

Trust me, they are. Our pastors are tired. I am seeing this in one-on-one conversations and in the 

weekly Congregational Pastors’ zoom calls. I share the concern of the author of this article about the 

long term health of our pastors and the congregations they serve.  

These concerns and stressors are not limited to congregational pastors of course.  Many of you are 

having to learn new ways of operating, ramping up home offices, or going to work places with masks 

and gloves.  

It is a stressful time for all of us.  I’m writing to say that congregational pastors are no exception.  So 

what can we do?  

The region is trying to offer support by offering grants, resources and periodic worship materials to 

give pastors a break. There are ways our congregations can help too: 

• Be aware of all your pastor is doing and express gratitude.  

• Encourage your pastor to find a spiritual director, therapist or form a Pastor 

Relations Committee to ensure the pastor has a safe space to process feelings. 

• Encourage your pastor to take days off and vacations. Some of them say they 

can’t take a vacation because in addition to being the preacher, they are also 

the tech person that makes the online worship happen. If that is the case in 

your congregation, help recruit others to learn the technology and assist the 

pastor with this responsibility. 

• Offer your pastor a Sunday off and use the time to “visit” other congregations 

worshiping online, or invite a guest preacher to submit a pre-recorded 

sermon. 

• Engage with the pastor around decisions about moving forward: how/when to 

reopen the building, how to do worship, how to keep the mission of the 

congregation alive and well. Don’t leave it up to your pastor alone to make or 

communicate decisions. Do respect your pastor’s opinion about appropriate 

next steps and work with her/him to make responsible and careful decisions. 

• Continue to support your congregation with your prayers, presence, and 

offerings. 

• Pray for your pastor regularly, and let her/him know. 

I give thanks always for you and your congregation. And I give thanks for the gifts of our pastors as 

they seek to offer quality, faithful leadership in these challenging times. May God continue to bless 

and guide all of us as we journey together through this season. 

Grace and peace, 

 

Sandy Messick, Transitional Regional Minister 

Northern Lights Region, Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 

 Regional Minister (cont.) 

 



 

  

Hello.  As you gather for worship today I bring you greetings on behalf of all of our congregations in the Northern 

Lights Region. This sermon is being shared in multiple congregations across the region, which is fitting for the theme: 

Community. We are stronger together. 

Our scripture today comes from Acts 2:43-47. May God give us ears to hear: 

“Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles. All who 

believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell their possessions and goods and 

distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as they spent much time together in the 

temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and 

having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were 

being saved. 

May God bless to us the reading and the hearing of these words. 

It has been several months now since the COVID-19 pandemic forced our congregations to re-think how we do 

worship and required us to learn new skills. Today, this sermon may reach you in a congregation that is still 

worshipping online and through Zoom, or a congregation that has thoughtfully and carefully resumed meeting in 

your building but still has an online presence. It is a continuing journey. But through it all, since back in the first week 

of March, the congregational pastors and I have been meeting weekly by Zoom to share ideas, offer 

encouragement and wonder together about how to do church during a once in a century pandemic. They did 

not teach us that in seminary. Week after week, I’ve seen the same thing happen. One pastor will ask a question 

and several others will offer solutions. How to do livestreaming? What about music streaming licenses? What 

precautions are you putting in place for reopening the buildings? How are you surviving this time? Week after 

week we share stories, and encourage one another, holding each other in prayer and maybe even complaining 

a time or two. Week after week, I am seeing the value of being together in community. Together we are wiser, and 

have more resources, and can tackle more challenges, than any one of us can do alone. We are in this together. 

That’s certainly an image born out in the New Testament records of the early church. Oneness. Unity. Community. 

Jesus said, where 2 or 3 are gathered, he is present in our midst.  Community. 

Jesus said, when you care for the least of these, our brothers and sisters, you care for Jesus himself.  Community 

The apostle Paul picked up this theme in his letters to the early churches:  In Romans, Chapter 1, verses 11 and 12, 

Paul talks of longing to come see this church family “so that we may be mutually encouraged by each other’s 

faith, yours and mine.” And in chapter 12, Paul says that we are members one of another.  Community. 

Ephesians, chapter 4: Paul talks of the various gifts we have been given, but the reason for the gifts is community, 

“for building up the body of Christ.” 

Throughout the letters, Paul talks of the generosity of one congregation with resources  sending gifts to another 

congregation in need, living out the Body of Christ. 

And then there is this passage from Acts, chapter 2, verses 43-47.  It’s a tiny snapshot of how the early church was 

living out its faith.  “Awe and wonder came upon everyone. All who believed were together and had all things in 

common. They sold their possessions and goods and distributed the proceeds to any who had need. And day by 

day, they worshipped together, and broke bread together, and praised God. And day by day the Lord added to 

their number those who were being saved.” 

Often when we read this passage we focus on the part about selling all their possessions and debate whether we 

are really supposed to do that. Sometimes we focus on the glimpse of how the church worshipped together: 

praise and communion and worship. 

Sunday Worship Notes 
ALL THINGS IN COMMON   |   Acts 2: 43-47 

Guest Preacher:  Rev. Sandy Messick 



 

 

Today I want to focus on the part about community. Why they did what they did. Why would someone  give up their 

possessions and hold things in common? In order to make sure all of the community was cared for. To make sure all 

who were in need had resources. They recognized that in Christ Jesus they were made one. We are made one. What 

affects you affects me, and vice versa. We matter to each other. Community.  

Fast forward to today. The author Thomas Friedman, recently wrote an editorial entitled, “Let’s Change Our Motto to 

‘Out of Many, We,’.” In it he pointed to the motto for the United States, e pluribus unum, out of many, one, and made 

the case that we needed to reinterpret it. According to Friedman, and I’m paraphrasing, Out of many, one, has too 

often meant the “one” that is in power, or the majority culture. “One” has symbolized a more homogenous culture, 

and we aren’t that, and really never have been. Too many have been left out of the “one.” Instead, he calls us to 

see ourselves not as “one” but as “we.” What matters to you, matters to me. We are in this together and our thinking 

has to be less about what’s good for me, and more about what’s good for us. 

It occurred to me that the church can lead the way in modeling that. Because we already recognize the “we,” even 

as we claim the “one.” 

As Christians, we believe that in Christ we are one, not because of the things we agree about, but because Christ has 

made us one. And because we are one, we can and must care about the “we”, the many. Jesus calls us to see how 

we are interconnected and to hold each other’s welfare as important as our own. To love our neighbor as ourselves. 

In this season in our world where the things that divide are so focused and in our face, the church has an opportunity, 

dare I even say a mandate, to model and witness what it means to hold all things in common, to hold the welfare of 

others as high as our own.  

To recognize that when one part of the body is hurting, the whole body is hurting be that  marginalized community, 

those living outside, or those experiencing the systemic injustices of the world in which we live. To stand with those 

who have historically been excluded from the “we.”  

We bear witness to God’s love for all of humanity when we who are white stand alongside our black brothers and 

sisters and proclaim that their lives matter.  

We model God’s love for all of humanity when we who have resources dare to ask why some communities, 

particularly communities of color, have been more impacted by COVID-19 than other communities, and what that 

says about the inequality and uneven distribution of resources. 

We proclaim God’s love for all of humanity when we as church show up and stand alongside those whose voices are 

crying out, and when we stand ready to do the hard work of being an anti-racist, pro-reconciling church.  

Because we are in this together. And we are better together. Becoming our best selves when we hold each other’s 

welfare in common, and demonstrate God’s abundant love for all of God’s creation. 

There is a story about the famous anthropologist, Margaret Mead. She was asked once what she saw as the earliest 

sign of civilization. I suspect the questioner expected an answer about some kind of tool, or cooking pot, or other sign 

of communal life. Instead, Dr. Mead responded, “The earliest sign of civilization is a broken and healed femur. A thigh 

bone.” She went on to say that such a broken leg would render the victim unable to care for him or herself. They 

would be prey to the elements, starvation, or wild beasts. But if the femur had broken and healed, it would mean that 

someone or someones had helped the injured person, providing for their needs, keeping watch, keeping them safe, 

until the leg healed and they could walk on their own again. Therefore, the earliest sign of civilization, is the sign of 

community. Caring for one another. Holding all things in common.  May we be such a sign to others. By God’s grace, 

may it be so.   

Rev. Sandy Messick  |  June 28, 2020 

 All Things in Common (cont.) 

 



 

 

First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ) 

623 - 9th Avenue SW 

P.O. Box 516 

Puyallup, WA 98371 

253.845.6232 

Return Service Requested 

visit us at www.FCCPuyallup.com

  Let’s stay together 

Morning Prayers:  9:15 am M-F (Facebook Live) 

Start the day centered in a time of prayer, poem, and 

scripture on Facebook Live.  You can also view Morning 

Prayer videos any time on the FCC Facebook page:  

facebook.com/FCCPuyallup, and the FCC website:  

www.fccpuyallup.com/morning-prayers 

Now encouraging volunteers—take a turn, with support! 

Evening Prayers:  8 pm T & Th (Zoom) 

Reflect on the day with scripture and prayer.  Check in 

with friends, consider gratitude, acknowledge concerns, 

share prayer requests.  This meaningful time of prayer 

and fellowship is being led by volunteers.  Take a turn? 

https://zoom.us/j/92157439193 | Mtg. ID: 921 5743 9193 

 Health and safety always first 

It’s been 17 weeks since FCC Puyallup decided to halt all on-site activities and non-essential tasks due to the rapid 

spread of COVID-19.  To this day the building and office remain closed and the recycling center is on indefinite 

shutdown. In March the entire building was sanitized by volunteers, and the cleaning company was put on 

standby. Carpets and chairs were deep-cleaned. All but the front entrance 

are off-limits to reduce touch points. And per the WA Secretary of Health, if 

you do have essential business at church, face coverings are mandatory.  

All of these preventive measures are being taken as a result of careful 

consideration by FCC leadership based on research, guidelines, and best 

practices from state and national health experts and other faith institutions.  

Most of all they are being taken out of love and care for each other.   

Your support now means we’ll be together much sooner, and we can’t wait! 

#StayHomeStaySafe   #WashHands   #MaskUpWA   #LoveNeighbor 

Learning Circle:  9:30 am  Sundays (Zoom) 

The adult Learning Circle meets on Zoom and is using a DVD 

series, First Light - Jesus & the Kingdom of God – you’re invited! 

https://zoom.us/j/93162782080  |  Mtg. ID: 931 6278 2080  

Curated Online Worship:  Sundays starting 7 am  

(www.fccpuyallup.com/sermons) 

During the COVID-19 pandemic, FCC Worship is online in inter-

active services of videos, scripture, prayer, and music.  

Available at 7 am, services may be viewed at any time. 

Zoom [Pub] Theology:  7 pm  Summer Sundays 

Join the 7th season of FCC’s Pub Theology, this year on Zoom. 

https://zoom.us/j/97575580558  | Mtg. ID: 975 7558 0558  

Your health is our priority.  

Your cooperation is appreciated. 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://zoom.us/j/97575580558&sa=D&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw2MPqXjlXAHyi9kdad_rQMn

