June 25, 2020

Pub Theology returns!
STILL CURIOUS

ABOUT

PUB THEOLOGY?

There has never been a better time to find out.
Zoom (Pub) Theology Puyallup starts this Sunday, June
28th, and will run Sundays through August at 7 pm.
Pub Theology is where open and honest conversation
about things that matter is facilitated and encouraged.
Our goal is to create a table at which all perspectives
are welcome and where challenging questions and
meaningful discussion are always on tap.

Giving options
SAFE ONLINE GIVING
Donate quickly and safely once or set up recurring gifts
to the fund of your choice at fccpuyallup.com/donate

EASY MOBILE GIVING APP
1.
2.
3.

Install the GivePlus Church app from the App Store
or Google Play.
Search the app for First Christian Church of Puyallup
using zip code 98371.
Give (If you have previously given on our website
Donate page, please use your existing login.)

AUTO-PAY FROM YOUR BANK
Ask your bank to set up automatic payments to FCC.

MAIL A CHECK TO OUR P.O. BOX
Make checks out to First Christian Church and mail to:
P.O. Box 516, Puyallup, WA 98371

AMAZON SMILE
Start by clicking the Amazon graphic at fccpuyallup.com/
amazon and Amazon will help to support FCC Puyallup.

2020 FCC Puyallup Weekly Giving:

In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, Pub Theology
will be gathering virtually using Zoom for the
foreseeable future, thus its transformation to Zoom
(Pub) Theology. While we can’t gather around tables
in person, we can still pull up a computer or phone,
grab a beverage, and create a space to explore the
wisdom each of us brings to the table as we speak
candidly but respectfully about faith, God, and culture.
https://zoom.us/j/97575580558 | Mtg. ID: 97575580558
No onsite worship, all weeks // ++ denotes mailed checks deposited

Sunday Worship Notes

ABBA FATHER | Guest Preacher: Ric Rose
Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17 (NRSV) | Matthew 10:24-39 (MSG)

Today is Father’s Day, a day to remember and celebrate “our fathers”. But for some of us, this is not a
particularly easy day because of the negative memories we have of our fathers. I have been thinking a
lot this week about what I wanted to say on this Father’s Day sermon, so I called my sister, Joni, and I
asked her if she was okay with me speaking about our dad. She said, “Go for it.” So here goes.
My dad passed away in 1996 at the age 67 from a stroke, which was due to his many years of smoking
and drinking. My dad wasn’t a bad man. He wasn’t physically abusive to me or my brother and two
sisters, or anything like that, but I can tell you there were numerous times I remember being embarrassed
by his drunkenness, especially when my friends would say something to me about it. And I remember
being afraid driving home in the car from basketball or baseball practice with him when he had been
drinking. After all these years, I still feel the raw emotions when I think about it. I grieve to this day about
my relationship with my father, and what he could have been, both as father and a man, but wasn’t. I
have often wondered in my 61 years the reasons why.
My dad’s father was a doctor, but unfortunately he too had addiction problems. My grandmother told
me the final straw in her marriage with him was when he came out of inpatient treatment at Eastern
State Hospital on Christmas Eve and he couldn’t even remain sober long enough to celebrate Christmas
together the next day with his young family. My dad was five years old at the time. My grandmother
packed up her two young boys and moved to Seattle. My dad told me he only saw his father once
more after that, when he was sixteen years old and his dad was living in a low rent hotel near skid road
in downtown Seattle.
I read medical records for a living, and at least half are mental health treatment records. I read about
child abandonment, neglect, verbal, physical and sexual abuse by parents or other family members
and I am appalled and saddened. The hidden wounds people carry around. I think people would
judge less if they knew the whole story of a person’s life. “Don’t judge,” Jesus said, and the older I
become, the more I realize why.
I can also see how these type of experiences can make it difficult for some people to imagine a God as
being a “loving father” because they simply have never experienced the love of a father. I am sure this
was true in Jesus’ day as well. Nevertheless, Jesus, in describing his relationship to God, described it to
his followers as “Abba,” which is the Hebrew word for “Daddy.” This kind of intimate relationship with
God scandalized the Jewish leaders of his day, when at the time, the name closest for God, yhwh, the
great “I am,” could not even be uttered out loud because it was too holy and beyond our limited
understanding of God’s magnificence and power.
But for Jesus, we are presented with God not as an either or choice between God as a great mystery vs.
God as a loving intimate daddy, just as the love of God is neither masculine nor feminine love, but both.
The stories Jesus told in both private and public were about the multifaceted nature of God’s love. The
parable of the prodigal son, or the lost son, is one of these great stories, and it is one of my favorites. No
matter what the lost child did, including squandering his father’s inheritance through poor choices and
an unprincipled life, God, like an ever-loving father, runs out to greet and embrace his wayward son
and welcomes him home, and celebrates him home, no matter the resentments and condemning
judgments of others.
Continued on next page

Abba Father (cont.)
Continued from last page

Fr. Henri Nouwen wrote a book entitled, “The Prodigal Son” where he reflected upon Rembrandt’s famous
painting. Cindy had the privilege of giving a retreat with Henri and at the end of the retreat he gave her a
copy of the painting and it now hangs on the wall at First Christian Church of Puyallup. In the book, Henri
talks about how the three characters in the story, the wayward child, the judgmental child, and the loving
father reside in each of us. The spiritual journey is to discover that I am the beloved in the eyes of God. The
Muslim poet, Rumi, captured this holy spirit of the parable well when he wrote, “what you are seeking is
seeking you.”
In praying and reflecting on this powerful parable in relation to his own life, Henri discovered a loving
parent inside himself even though he never had children of his own. He was also able to experience
healing in his relationship with his own father, flawed and imperfect as it was. The child in us reveals the
parent in us.
I too have discovered healing in becoming a father to my own children. Painful memories are softened by
loving memories. For example, my daughter Emmy’s first musical recital was performed here at First
Christian Church. She played a song on the piano she and Cindy wrote right after 9/11, entitled “I Hold in
My Hand,” a song, like the parable, that communicates the nature of God’s love for the earth and his
children:
“I hold in my hand, the grace of the land
I hold in my palm the psalm of the earth.
We hold in our hands the world and all its worth.
We hold in our arms, the goodness and the harm.
God knows we’re all afraid but faith will guide us
through.
Truth will put us right and love will give us light.
We live and love and work to understand.
We have the answers near.
We hold them in our hands.”
I would like to close this Father’s Day sermon with another
song Emmy sang, entitled “Came to my Rescue,” which
I think also captures the spirit of the loving daddy that
God is.** Let us pray.
Ric Rose | June 21, 2020

Harmenszoon van Rijn Rembrandt
The Return of the Prodigal Son
c. 1669; Oil on canvas; 262 x 206 cm (103 in x 81 in)
The Hermitage, St. Petersburg, Russia

**Emmy Rose’s song “Came to My Rescue”
may be found on the FCC Puyallup YouTube channel at:
https://youtu.be/mC-5AyfwMoI

visit us at www.FCCPuyallup.com

First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ)
623 - 9th Avenue SW
P.O. Box 516
Puyallup, WA 98371
253.845.6232

Return Service Requested

Let’s stay together
Learning Circle: 9:30 am Sundays (Zoom)

Morning Prayers: 9:15 am M-F (Facebook Live)

The adult Learning Circle meets on Zoom and is using a DVD
series, First Light - Jesus & the Kingdom of God – you’re invited!

Start the day centered in a time of prayer, poem, and
scripture on Facebook Live. You can also view Morning
Prayer videos any time on the FCC Facebook page:
facebook.com/FCCPuyallup, and the FCC website:
www.fccpuyallup.com/morning-prayers

https://zoom.us/j/93162782080 | Mtg. ID: 931 6278 2080

Curated Online Worship: Sundays starting 7 am
(www.fccpuyallup.com/sermons)
During the COVID-19 pandemic, FCC Worship is online in interactive services of videos, scripture, prayer, and music.
Available at 7 am, services may be viewed at any time.

Now encouraging volunteers—take a turn, with support!

Evening Prayers: 8 pm T & Th (Zoom)

Zoom [Pub] Theology: 7 pm Summer Sundays
Join the 7th season of FCC’s Pub Theology, this year on Zoom.
https://zoom.us/j/97575580558 | Mtg. ID: 975 7558 0558

Book Club Reunion!
Fans and friends of the First Christian Puyallup Book Club will
have an opportunity to gather once again on Tuesday, July 7 th,
and YOU are invited! Look for the venue and time in next
week’s FCC news updates, and in the meantime take time to
read this month’s book, American Dirt by Jeanine Cummins.
FCC Puyallup’s Book Club has gathered nearly monthly since
Nov. 2008, when their first book together was The Shack by
William P. Young, followed by Three Cups of Tea, then Jim &
Casper Go To Church. The July 2020 read is the club’s 118th!
All are welcome into this casual and friendly group; friends and
drop-ins encouraged! Check back next week for more info.

Reflect on the day with scripture and prayer. Check in
with friends, consider gratitude, acknowledge concerns,
share prayer requests. This meaningful time of prayer
and fellowship is being led by volunteers. Take a turn?

https://zoom.us/j/92157439193 | Mtg. ID: 921 5743 9193

