June 18, 2020

“Yes” in times of flux
YOUR VOICE MATTERS
Creative consensus, coming right up!
Even in times like this, when the questions far outweigh the answers that can be given, Church happens.
There is no option for giving up or hibernating until
“this” is all behind us. On the contrary, this is a time to
refocus—on what is important to us as followers of
Jesus, and on what God has already been calling us to
do for a very long time.

Your elder
will be
calling you!

So, this year’s
Nominating Team
got to work—just
like every other
year—in prayerful
discernment of
needs and hopes
for the future at
FCC. And good
work it was.

On the 2020 slate of nominees we have a returning
Financial Recording Team member, Leslie Du Bois.
Leslie said “yes.” We have a second time elder, Kelli
Kays. Kelli said “yes.” And we are blessed with a “yes”
from Ric Rose, to entering into the role of elder in our
church for the first time. We give thanks to all of the
willing leaders in our midst during this time.

Giving options
SAFE ONLINE GIVING
Donate quickly and safely once or set up recurring gifts
to the fund of your choice at fccpuyallup.com/donate

EASY MOBILE GIVING APP
1.

Install the GivePlus Church app from the App Store
or Google Play.

2.

Search the app for First Christian Church of Puyallup
using zip code 98371.

3.

Give (If you have previously given on our website
Donate page, please use your existing login.)

AUTO-PAY FROM YOUR BANK
Ask your bank to set up automatic payments to FCC.

MAIL A CHECK TO OUR P.O. BOX
Make checks out to First Christian Church and mail to:
P.O. Box 516, Puyallup, WA 98371

AMAZON SMILE
Start by clicking the Amazon graphic at fccpuyallup.com/
amazon and Amazon will help to support FCC Puyallup.

2020 FCC Puyallup Weekly Giving:

Normally we’d stay after Worship for a congregational
meeting where the Nominating Team would ask us to
reach consensus on a new slate of appointed and
elected servant leaders. But this is no normal time!
This year FCC elders will reach out to their caring
group members to have a conversation about these
new nominees and more.
Continued on next page
No onsite worship, all weeks // ++ denotes mailed checks deposited

“Yes” in times of flux (cont.)
Continued from last page

This personal way of reaching out is so that every voice
can be heard, so you can be part of the decision-making,
and so you are given the opportunity to give thanks and
affirmation to those who have said “yes.”

Let your
voice be
heard!

These conversations will take place over the next couple
of weeks, and then in July you’ll be invited to a service of
installation for our new elder. This special event will
also include heartfelt words of thanks to those whose
terms are ending, and a shared blessing on the new and
returning servants we’ll affirm.
It IS a different way of being Church. It IS NOT the way
we’ve always done it. And maybe, just maybe, the new
ways of being and the chances we are encountering for
thinking creatively are actually the perfect ways to be
God’s voice and hands in a time such as this.
It is with thanks and awe that we recognize the trust that
God has placed in us. Thank you for being a part of the
good work at First Christian Church of Puyallup.

Up for consideration:
Leslie Du Bois (Financial Recording Team—2nd term) · Kelli Kays (Elder—2nd term) · Ric Rose (Elder—1st term)

Your On-Call Pastor: What he is… and isn’t
We Disciples have a habit of defining ourselves by
saying who we are not like. For instance, when anyone
asks us who the Disciples of Christ are, we often say
something like: “Well, we’re a Protestant denomination
but not like the Methodist or the Presbyterians.”

Sunday or plan Worship, or oversee the administration of
the church, or help us plan for reopening the church
building, or represent our congregation in the
community, or any of the myriad of other activities in
which an interim minister or settled pastor is involved.

Such is the case with your On-Call Pastor, Bill Robey. He
is an ordained Disciples minister… but not like an interim
minister or a settled pastor. He does not preach every

Rather, during this time as we await the call of an interim
minister, he is available to provide pastoral care for
anything that arises among our members and friends
that is beyond the scope of the day-to-day care
provided by our Elders. For instance, if you experience
the death of a loved one, he is available to walk with
you through that difficult time; if you or someone you
love is about to have surgery, he is available to be with
you before and during that time; if you or someone you
love desires pastoral counseling for situations involving
abuse in any of its many forms, or for pre-marriage or
marital counseling, or for some other theological
conundrum, he is there for you.

On-call pastor Bill Robey and his wife Connie

You can contact Bill via phone or text at 253-691-2501 or
by email at billrobey@comcast.net. He is “on-call” for
you, 24/7.

A Pastoral Letter to the Region

Sandy Messick, Transitional Regional Minister—
Northern Lights Region of the Christian Church (DoC)

Dear Northern Lights Family,

June 5, 2020

I believe we are in a Kairos moment. In Greek, Kairos time is a critical or opportune moment. In Christian
Theology, Kairos time is a God moment when God acts. I believe we are in a Kairos moment.
For the past several months we have been living together through the COVID-19 Pandemic. Through this
experience we have seen that though we are all weathering the same storm, we are in different boats. We have
seen that the pandemic has had a disproportionate impact on communities of color, particularly AfricanAmerican communities. This has led us to see again how disparities in socio-economic realities, often
generationally formed through centuries of racial inequity, impact health and well-being, leaving those most
vulnerable economically also most vulnerable when confronted with a health crisis.
In the past weeks, the killing of George Floyd, an African-American man, at the hands of police officers along with
the killing of Ahmaud Arbery at the hands of self-appointed vigilantes, to name just two examples, and the
ensuing, mostly peaceful, protests has shined a spotlight on the systemic injustices within our justice system and
society as a whole. I say, “spotlight,” mostly for myself and my white brothers and sisters. For our brothers and
sisters of color, I know this is not new information but an everyday reality.
It is time to say, enough! It is time to say “Black lives matter.” (And yes, of course, all lives matter, but truth telling
requires acknowledging that our society and structures have often said black lives don’t matter, or matter as
much. It’s time to say, black lives matter.) It is time to stay in the moment and work towards systemic change that
will lead to greater equity and give truth to our national promise that all are created equal.

It’s time because as Christians, we are called to “do justice” and to “love one another as Christ has loved us” and to
prepare the way for “justice to roll down like waters.” As Christians, the One we follow calls us to be instruments
of peace and lights for the world; to stand with the oppressed and to stand against injustice.
It’s time because our shared humanity requires those of us who are privileged by the system to hear the pain of
those who are harmed by it; to listen deeply, take up the call, and join in the work for change. It’s time. Past time.
So I challenge and encourage us to stay in the moment and stay focused. Don’t get distracted. Pay attention to
what is happening in the peaceful protests calling for change. Yes, there will be some who take advantage and
incite violence. Don’t get distracted. Keep listening to the voices of those whose experience is most impacted by
systemic racism and resist the urge to tune out because this is too hard. Don’t get distracted. Join conversations
with others who are finding concrete avenues to create a better society for all and avoid losing focus when the
urgency of the moment wanes or leaves the front page headlines. Don’t get distracted.
As Disciples of Christ, we proclaim ourselves to be a movement for wholeness in a fragmented world. How can we
live out that call in this day and time? What are ways we can take visible steps towards wholeness in these
shattered moments? Our General Minister and President, Terri Hord-Owens, and our Minister of Reconciliation,
April Johnson, set out some possible first steps in their recent letter. (See Page 6)
Other possible first steps suggested by pastors around the region are:
• Watch this video by Robin Diangelo, author of White Fragility, on deconstructing white privilege.
www.youtube.com/watch?v=h7mzj0cVL0Q&feature=youtu.be
• Read a book that’s timely for the moment. There are a number of book lists out there, but here is one offered
by Chalice Press: www.chalicepress.com/blogs/news/13-books-to-read-if-you-want-to-be-anti-racist
• Join this 21-day Racial Equity challenge: www.mlpp.org/21-day-racial-equity-challenge/
• Disciples.org has compiled other resources at www.disciples.org/resources/justice/acts-of-reconciliation/
As we go forward, there will be other opportunities within the region for learning, conversation and action. We
can be partners for change together.
I believe this is a Kairos moment. I believe God is at work in this moment calling us to respond. As the Northern
Lights Region, we are called to be lights in our communities and for the world. Now is the time to let our light
shine. Will you join me? May the Spirit of Grace and Peace guide us in this God Moment.
Sandy Messick, Transitional Regional Minister, Northern Lights Region, Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)

Continued on next page

Sunday Worship Notes

RADICAL HOSPITALITY | Guest Preacher: Kate Ayers
Genesis 18:1-15 (NLT) | Romans 5:1-8 (NLT)

Hi everybody, thank you for having me, it is a pleasure to be here. I am Kate Ayers, the Executive Director
of the Gwinwood Camp and Conference Center. Some of you may be familiar with Gwinwood. To others
this may be a brand new place. Gwinwood Camp and Conference Center is a 29 acre… camp and
conference center. It’s owned by the 27 Disciples Churches in Western Washington of which you are one.
Gwinwood has a really cool story. In 1945, at the end of the war, a group of men who happened to be
Disciples, after witnessing destruction in Europe wanted to create a life giving retreat—a place of renewal,
and restoration, with a focus on the next generation. They began looking at property all over Western
Washington. R. L. McKinnon found a property for sale on Hicks Lake. At the time it was being used as a
campground, for the Girl Reserves for training and Red Cross groups for water rescue training, and it was
decided that this property would be ideal for their vision of the future.
27 Disciples churches pooled resources and in 1947 purchased the land for $4,000! That’s $47,809 in today’s
value which is still a really good deal. Today the property is worth: $2,316,800. A very good investment.
From what I understand, that first year, there were at least 100 men – every day – who came out to work on
the property. One hundred men every day for a year! We know the women were there – someone was
making lunch – but there is no record of the women involved – that I can find. If anybody knows, ring our
office and let us know. One hundred men every day for a year – talk about vision and hope for a future.
And now 70 years later, that vision is still alive. Gwinwood is a great summer camp and there have been
years of memories and relationships just like those service men dreamed of. Yet, Gwinwood is much more
than that original vision. Groups are coming all year long: scouts, family reunions, church retreats,
counseling groups, quilting and other crafts, workshops, board meetings – all kinds of groups come.
The narrative has changed a little. The last three years have been years of growth and possibility, and
many dreams have been fulfilled: Trails were built; New woodsheds; Two new firepits; New beds in the
Conference Center which are adult friendly; Update of the Lodge Kitchen; Removal of Carpeting; New
Flooring; Four Composting Toilets; New Landscaping; Labyrinth; Challenge Course.
We have formed a partnership with the YMCA for their camps and after-school programs. We’ve been
identified by the Red Cross for Emergency Shelter, and the Lacey Fire Department has also used us for
Emergency Shelter – so we’re branching out into the community as well.
And the amazing thing is is that those 27 churches still own it! Our goal at Gwinwood is to maintain its
original mission – one of retreat, renewal, and restoration. God has been faithful for 73 years.
Sociologically speaking that is 3.5 generations. Psalm 100 says: “For the Lord is good and his love endures
forever; His faithfulness continues through all generations.” We can certainly see that at Gwinwood.
The Genesis passage read today reminded me of the work at Gwinwood. Abraham hurried to Sarah’s tent
to get the bread going. He then ran to the herd, picked a calf, and had a servant prepare it. He gathered
curds and milk and prepared the meal. All this running around preparing for his guests. Then he stood
back, under a tree, while they ate. That’s been my experience of Gwinwood. The staff would busily get
the camp ready for every group that we had. Cleaning, landscaping, menu prep, food shopping, staff
scheduling, and then when the guests came, we would step back, waiting to see how else we could be of
service. Hoping that our prep was enough.
We put forth extraordinary effort and emphasized making our guests feel welcome. This was our Radical
Hospitality. That is our mission. That’s how we ran things. Much like Abraham. However, Abraham was
also struggling at that time. There had been a promise from God. A promise of a son, a hope, a future. It
didn’t seem like that was going to be fulfilled. He and his wife were past childbearing age. It seemed like
an impossibility. Yet he showed radical hospitality to his visitors.

Continued on next page

Radical Hospitality (cont.)
Continued from last page

Last December we ordered all our cleaning supplies and paper products for the summer. And they
arrived. We stored them in the Cleaning Cabin. The grounds were ready for the summer camps and big
groups. And then… this… for everyone’s safety we had to close the grounds.
The Challenge course has been unused. Our labyrinth is overgrown. We’ve put locks on the compost
toilets. All buildings have been closed up. Pantry and refrigerators have been emptied. Calendar has
been cleared. Camps cancelled. Deposits have been refunded. And I had to lay off some of my staff.
Now we’re struggling like Abraham. Struggling about the future. The future that we planned for, hoped for.
The last few months have left me with wonderings about what we are going to do. Summer is when we
make most of our money – and now, literally nothing. I’m going to be honest with you. I worry that
Gwinwood won’t be around anymore. I worry that we won’t make it. I worry about the staff. I worry about
bills, payroll, financial obligations, the grounds, our camp cats.
Personally, I worry about my job, my position, my livelihood, my house, my financial obligations… my
purpose. I hope Gwinwood pulls through. I hope I can keep my staff. I hope groups will be able to come
together soon. I hope our Labyrinth will be used. I hope we will be preparing the grounds for our guests.
In Romans, Paul talks about hope. So often hope is like wishful thinking. I hope the sun comes out. I hope I
pass this class. I hope I see you soon. But Paul is talking about something different. Something different
that I need to hold onto. Romans 8 reads:
…we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope.
And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.
This hope is about certainty – not a wish. A certainty about the future. A certainly about the future that is
based on God’s promises. And what cool promises God has given us:
God Loves Us—Rom. 8:38-39: For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor
demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything
else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Jesus Christ our Lord.
We Are Never Alone—Deuteronomy 31:8: The Lord himself goes before you and will be with you; he
will never leave you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged.
God Has a Plan—Jeremiah 29:11: “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans
to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”
The visitors to Abraham ultimately came to remind him of the promise. The Message of a son. A Hope and
A Future. The Promise.
After this time, our lives may never be same. Gwinwood will not be the same. Our foundation has been
shaken and there will be a new normal. We don’t know what will happen. But we do know that: God
loves us; God is with us no matter what. There is a plan. In spite of my worries and my wishful thinking, I do
have hope. Hope based in the certainty of the future because of the promises of God.
Our mission is the same: Radical Hospitality, as we maintain sacred ground for retreat, renewal, and
restoration. I don’t know what that is going to look like. I really cannot see it. Abraham couldn’t see it
either. He was promised a son, and he got two. When our lack of imagination cripples us, we can trust
God’s imagination. Because God’s imagination is bigger than anything we could ever imagine. And God
holds the future. God’s promises are our foundation that gives us hope – not wishful thinking but an
absolute certainly about the future. Because God is always faithful.
Kate Ayers | June 14, 2020

‘...the Church we say we are’
Dear beloved Disciples,

June 3, 2020

We are hurting.
We are haunted and outraged by the anguished cries of George Floyd, the gasp of “I can’t breathe” as a police
officer knelt on his neck until the breath was completely taken from him. Floyd’s murder, like that of Breonna
Taylor and Ahmaud Arbery in recent weeks, is just the latest in a long history of violence against Black and Brown
people in our country. The protests that are happening in big cities and small towns across the nation are an
outpouring of grief and anger born of centuries of pain and injustice.

As members of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) we condemn this injustice. We weep not only for
George Floyd, but for the entire system of oppression that keeps us from seeing each other as beloved children of
God.
Racism and the denial of human dignity is counter to the call of Jesus. Racism is a sin that breaks the heart of God.
Disciples, we call ourselves a Pro-Reconciling, Anti-Racist church. We have named it as a mission priority, and we
have worked hard – though often imperfectly – to live that out in every expression of our ministry. In this
moment, when protests rage and our hearts are broken again and again, we need to be the church we say we are.
We know that this moment calls for more than statements and prayers. In this moment, God is calling us to act.
We invite you to accept this call to action in one or more of these ways:
• Add your name to the statement affirming your commitment to Pro-Reconciliation and Anti-Racism as a
mission priority of our church at disciples.org/congregations/we-need-to-be-the-church-we-say-we-are
• Educate yourself about the history of systemic racism in this country and the ways racial injustice impacts
every bit of our life together, from education and health care to jails and courtrooms and financial
institutions. There are many good resources for learning; we’ve consolidated some of them here and will
keep this page updated regularly: https://disciples.org/resources/justice/acts-of-reconciliation
• Sign up at www.actionnetwork.org/forms/rsvp-for-june-20-2020-mass-poor-peoples-assembly-moral-marchon-washington?source=disciples to participate in the Mass Poor People’s Assembly and Moral March on
Washington: A Digital Justice Gathering on June 20, 2020. This event is part of an effort that seeks to address
the interlocking injustices of systemic racism and poverty; Disciples have been key leaders in this movement.
• Join in town hall discussions hosted by Disciples leaders about how the church can do more to help dismantle
systems of racism. These virtual gatherings will be held later this summer; be sure to sign up for Disciples
News Service email updates for more information: https://disciples.org/dns/subscribe-to-dns
• Get to work in your own community or church. Each context is different, so work where you are and with
what you have. We want to hear from you about what you’re doing. Send a photo, video, or short paragraph
describing what you’re doing to news@disciples.org, or tag us on social media (Facebook and Instagram:
@christianchurchdoc; Twitter: @DisciplesNews) with #ccdoc.
We’ll share those stories at https://disciples.org/general/disciples-have-a-presence-in-public-forums so we
can support and inspire one another in this hard, holy calling.
Something is happening right now, Church, and the Spirit of God is
moving in it. May we be bold enough to join the work.
Yours in Christ,
Rev. Terri Hord Owens, General Minister and President
Rev. April Johnson, Minister of Reconciliation

Zoom with us—it’s easy!
The use of Zoom, a video meeting program, has “zoomed” since the whole world has been staying home.
At FCC, it’s been a wonderful way to do the business of the church, end our days in prayer, keep a study
session going, and see each other’s faces!
If you’ve heard of it, but aren’t sure how to get started, don’t want to install an app or create an account,
or wonder if you’re techy enough—it’s ok! Here are some easy tips to get you started:
1. All Zoom invitations include a link to the Zoom
website and the scheduled meeting.
At meeting time, just click on that link or type it into
any web browser, and you’re there!
2. If you don't have the app, the page will ask you
to download it, but you can ignore that. Skip to the
small print and click “join from your browser.”
Sign in with your name to join the meeting… and
say hello to your friends!
Note: If your computer doesn't have speakers, a microphone, or webcam, try a tablet / iPad, or any smartphone.
Or, to join by audio, dial 253-215-8782 from any phone and enter the Meeting ID included in every invitation—
you’ll be able to hear and speak during the gathering.

Keepers of the Vision

Your church council has been continuing to
meet regularly during the last several months to
continue to give oversight to the church's
Ministry Teams, always keeping our Guiding
Vision in mind. A lot of things have been put on
hold, but being the church has not! In the next
few weeks, they will be joining with your church
Elders to start a plan of action to return to inperson worship, keeping the health and safety
of our congregation always in mind. We miss
seeing each other in person, but want to be sure
that the proper steps are taken until we can be
together in worship and fellowship again.
—Katie Sutliff, Council Moderator

Do we have a lot to talk about or what?
Join us Sundays starting JUNE 28th at 7 pm for
Zoom [Pub] Theology during this season like no other.
We can’t wait to see you—invite a friend to join.
https://zoom.us/j/97575580558 | Mtg ID 97575580558

visit us at www.FCCPuyallup.com

First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ)
623 - 9th Avenue SW
P.O. Box 516
Puyallup, WA 98371
253.845.6232

Return Service Requested

Let’s stay together
Learning Circle: 9:30 am Sundays (Zoom)
The adult Learning Circle meets on Zoom during FCC’s Stay
Home period. The group is watching a new DVD series, First
Light - Jesus and the Kingdom of God – you’re invited!
https://zoom.us/j/93162782080 | Mtg. ID: 931 6278 2080

Interactive Online Worship: Sundays
(www.fccpuyallup.com/sermons)
Even before the stay home order, out of abundance of
caution and love of neighbor during the COVID-19 pandemic,
FCC worship took on a new look. Curated services of videos,
scripture, prayer, and music bring focus to the lectionary cycle.
Services are available starting at 7 am on Sundays and remain
on the site for convenient worshiping at any time.

Morning Prayers: 9:15 am M-F (Facebook Live)
Start the day centered in a time of prayer, poem, and
scripture on Facebook Live. You can also view Morning
Prayer videos any time on the FCC Facebook page:
facebook.com/FCCPuyallup, and the FCC website:
www.fccpuyallup.com/morning-prayers
Now encouraging volunteers—take a turn, with support!

Evening Prayers: 8 pm T & Th (Zoom)
Reflect on the day with scripture and prayer. Check in
with friends, consider gratitude, acknowledge concerns,
share prayer requests. This meaningful time of prayer
and fellowship is being led by volunteers. Take a turn?
https://zoom.us/j/92157439193 | Mtg. ID: 921 5743 9193

“Feed my sheep…”
FCC Puyallup’s hosting of Freezing Nights’ 5-month season ended two months
early due to safety concerns. But that didn’t stop FCC Homeless Ministries
Coordinators Bonnie Goddard and Terry Forslund from staying connected to
the people they’ve grown to love. The two immediately began preparing
weekly meals for 80+ people. Even after COVID-19 necessitated the sheltering
season to end at all churches, Bonnie and Terry carried on the essential task
of supplying hot, hearty meals each week—18 weeks in a row, to be exact!
The changing landscapes at church and life have them scaling back their
lunch-making to once a month, and focusing on other ministries and priorities,
but rest assured, they carry on their passion and care for those without shelter
in our community. THANK YOU, BONNIE & TERRY! And many thanks to those
who delivered meals, provided ingredients, and supported their efforts!

Mike loads up to deliver
83 breakfast sandwiches,
fruit salad, sliced tomatoes,
oranges, breakfast pastries,
and [virtual] hugs!

